TNA PROB 11/169/189

Probate (Prerogative Court of Canterbury) of the will (1 July 1635) of Robert Vesey of Chimney [in
Bampton], Oxfordshire; 22 October 1635

[Folio 59]

In the name of God amen; the first day of July in the year of our lord god one thousand, six hundred
five and thirty and in the eleventh year of the reign of our sovereign Lord Charles by the grace of God
king of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, defender of the faith etc, | Robert Vesey the elder of
Chimney in the county of Oxford, gentleman, being sick and weak in body but of sound and perfect
memory, thanks be unto God, do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form
following.

First | commend and bequeath my soul into the hands of almighty God my creator and unto Jesus
Christ his only son and my alone saviour and redeemer, by whose most precious passion and blood-
shedding | believe and look for redemption and remission of all my sins and everlasting life, and my
body to the earth from whence it came, to be buried in the church or chancel of the chapel of Shifford
in the parish of Bampton, near unto my deceased father, at the discretion of mine executors and
overseers hereafter named.

And as touching my worldly goods and estate wherewith God of his infinite favour hath blessed and
endowed me with, | do order, settle and dispose in manner and form following, that is to say:

First | do hereby revoke and disannul all former wills by me made whatsoever, and do hereby publish
and declare this my present will to be my last will and testament.

Item | do give unto the chapel of Shifford aforesaid the sum of 10 shillings and to the poor of Chimney
and Shifford 10 shillings.

Item | give unto the parish church of Taynton ten shillings and to the poor of the same parish twenty
shillings.

Item | give to the poor of Brighthampton [in Bampton] ten shillings.

Item | give to the poor of Coate ten shillings.

Item | do give and bequeath unto my kinswoman Alice Vesey of Hardwick
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forty shillings a year during her natural life, yearly to be paid her by mine executors hereafter named,
the first payment to commence and begin on the first of the two most usual feasts of the year, that is
St Michael the Archangel and the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary next after my decease.

Iltem | give to Deans [Denise] Grindy, widow, my new erected cottage with the close thereunto
adjoining, and common of pasture whatsoever thereunto belonging, situate, lying and being in
Standlake in the county of Oxford, to have and to hold to her and her assigns for and during her natural
life, she keeping the same messuage tenantable during the said term.

Item I likewise give unto her ten shillings a year during her natural life, to be paid her in all points as
her sister Alice Vesey afore named her money is paid.

Item | give unto Anne Vesey the younger sister of the said Alice and Deans twenty shillings to buy her
a ring within six months next after my decease.



Item | do give and bequeath unto all my servants which shall happen to dwell with me at the time of
my deceased five shillings apiece.

Item | given and bequeath unto my brother Atkinson twenty shillings to buy him a ring.

Item | give unto my sister Anne Atkinson twenty shillings to buy her a ring, and also | give and bequeath
unto her ten pounds a year during her natural life, to be paid unto her by mine executors hereafter
named half yearly at the two most usual feasts of the year, St Michael the Archangel and the
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary by even and equal portions, the first payment thereof to begin
on the first of the two said feasts next after my decease; and my will and meaning is that the said
legacies by me so given shall be to her own proper use and benefit, provided always and my will is that
if my said sister shall at any time hereafter during her natural life let or sell her estate and interest in
that mansion house which | gave to her and her heirs, lying and being in Burford in the street commonly
called the High Street there, or any part thereof, that then and from thenceforth the said legacy of ten
pounds a year shall cease, determine and be utterly void and of none effect; and my desire is the said
estate by me so given may be and remain unto her five daughters and their heirs forever.

Iltem | given bequeath unto Mary Osbaldston my niece three score pounds to be paid her within six
months next after my decease or on her day of marriage which shall first happen.

Item | give and bequeath unto Frances Osbaldston my niece and God-daughter three score pounds to
be paid her so soon as she shall accomplish the full age of eighteen years or else be married, which
shall first happen; and | do also bequeath unto her five pounds more, to be paid her at her day of
marriage or within six months next after my decease.

Item | give and bequeath unto Judith Osbaldston my niece, lately married, fifty pounds of lawful money
of England, the one half( that is to say five and twenty pounds) to be paid her within one year next
after my decease, and the other twenty and five pounds, being the residue, within two years next after
my decease; which said several legacies by me above given to Mary Osbaldston, Frances Osbaldston
and Judith Osbaldston, are to be paid by mine executors out of two writings obligatory of two hundred
and twenty and odd pounds, which my brother Atkinson doth and long hath owed me, except fifty
pounds which | gave and he lately paid to Anne Cleeter my niece.

Item | give and bequeath unto my sister Joan Faulkes ten pounds of lawful English money, yearly and
every year during her natural life to be paid unto her or unto Robert Vesey, master in arts, William
Vesey of Burford, Richard Vesey of the same and John Vesey of Witney or unto some of them, to her
own proper use and behoof at the two
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most usual feasts in the year, that is to say Saint Michael the Archangel and the Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary by equal portions, the first payment to begin on the feast day that shall happen
next after my decease.

Item | give unto her likewise twenty shillings to buy her a ring to wear for my sake.

Item | give and bequeath unto Robert Westmicott and Susan his wife, <my niece>, twenty shillings
apiece to buy either of them a ring to wear for my sake.

Item | do give unto Robert Westmicott their son, my nephew and Godson, ten pounds to be delivered
to mine overseers within two years next after my decease, to be set forth and employed for his benefit
until he shall accomplish the age of one and twenty years or else be married, and then to be paid him
with all the profit thereof.



Item | give and bequeath to every other of their six children, that is to say Katherine, Margaret, Joan
Richard, Grace and Mary, five pounds apiece, to be delivered to mine overseers within two years and
six months next after my decease, to be by them set forth and employed to the best use and benefit
of the said children until they shall accomplish their several ages of one and twenty years, or else be
married, which shall first happen; and if any of the said last mentioned children shall happen to
decease before they shall accomplish the age of one and twenty years and unmarried, my will and
mind is that the legacies of him or her so first deceasing shall be and remain wholly unto their sister
Margaret Westmicott if she be then living; and if it shall fortune that any more of the said legatees to
decease and depart this life before they accomplish the age of one and twenty years and be unmarried,
then my will is that every of <his or> her legacy and legacies so deceasing shall be divided into three
equal parts, whereof two parts to the children surviving, and the third part to the said Susan their
mother.

Item | give and bequeath unto my brother Walter Vesey ten pounds a year, yearly and every year during
his natural life; and after his decease | give unto Elizabeth his now wife (if she be then living) five
pounds a year, yearly and every year during the natural life of her the said Elizabeth; and my will is that
as well the said five pounds yearly by me given unto the said Elizabeth, as the ten pounds a year and
a yearly by me given unto my said brother Walter, be truly paid unto them quarterly, the first payment
thereof due unto my said brother to be paid at and upon the next usual feast day of Saint Michael,
Saint Thomas the Apostle, the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint John the Baptist after
my decease by even and equal portions, and the first payment due to the said Elizabeth to begin the
next quarter feast day after the decease of her said husband.

Item | do give and bequeath likewise unto my said brother and sister twenty shillings apiece to buy
either of them a ring to wear for my sake.

Item | do further give unto my said brother Walter my son’s best gown and one of my best silver bowls.

Item | do give and bequeath unto James Brayne and Elizabeth is now wife ten pounds, to be paid them
within two months next after my decease.

Item | give unto Robert Brayne my Godson ten pounds, and to every of his brothers and sisters five
pounds apiece, to be delivered unto mine overseers within one year next after my decease, to be
employed to and for their best use and benefit until they shall accomplish their several ages of one
and twenty years or else be married; and if any of my said legatees fortune to decease before the said
age and unmarried (my Godson then living), then my will is that the legacy of him or her so deceased
shall remain and come unto my said Godson, to be employed to and for his benefit as abovesaid, the
profit, use and benefit thereof unto the time of such his or her decease to be paid unto
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their father and mother or either of them then surviving; and if it shall happen that a second legatee
to decease and depart this life before he or she shall accomplish the age of one and twenty years
aforesaid, my will and meaning is that the legacy of he or she so deceasing shall be and remain unto
Margaret Brayne their sister, she then living, to be employed by mine overseers as abovesaid; and if in
any case a third or fourth legatee shall happen to depart this life before they do attain to the age
aforesaid, then my further will is that the legacy or legacies of the said deceased be divided into two
equal parts, the one part to be <equally> divided between the rest that shall survive, and the other
part to Elizabeth their mother; but the profit and increase thereof to the parents howsoever.



Item | do give and bequeath unto my brother Simon Vesey ten pounds a year, yearly and every year
during his natural life, to be paid onto him half yearly on the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel and
the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary by even and equal portions, the first payment to
commence and begin on the second of the said feast days next after my decease.

Item | give unto my sister-in-law his wife the sum of five pounds a year, yearly and every year during
her natural life, to be paid unto her in manner and form as her said husband’s, the first payment to
begin on the said feast day next unto the decease of her said husband.

Item | give unto my said brother one of my best silver bowls, my best gown and a silk wrought nightcap.

Item I give him and my sister-in-law twenty shillings apiece to buy either of them a ring to wear for my
sake.

Item | give unto Henry Minchin and his wife my niece twenty shillings apiece to buy either of them a
ring to wear for my sake.

Item | give and bequeath unto Anne Minchin their daughter six pounds thirteen shillings and four
pence to be paid unto her when she shall accomplish the age of one and twenty years; and my will is
that the said legacy to be delivered unto mine overseers within one year next after my decease, to be
by them put forth and employed to and for her best use and benefit.

Item | give and bequeath unto all the rest of their daughters five pounds apiece, to be put forth for
their best benefit by mine overseers within three years next after my decease until such time as they
shall accomplish their several ages of one and twenty years or else be married.

Item | give unto John Minchin their son four pounds to be likewise put forth by mine overseers within
three years next after my decease to and for his best benefit until he accomplish the age of one and
twenty years or else be married.

Item | give and bequeath unto my two nephews Robert Vesey son of Simon Vesey and Richard Vesey
one of the sons of my brother Walter ten pounds of lawful money of England, only in trust and
confidence and to the use and benefit of my niece Susan Tomlyn in such manner and sort as is herein
declared and set forth, that is to say that they the said Robert and Richard shall disburse and lay out
the same upon such household stuff or what other commodity she shall require to be by her used and
from time to time employed, but still the same to remain as the goods of them the said Robert and
Richard; and after her decease then the said ten pounds or such other commodities therewith
purchased to be as she shall think fit equally divided amongst her children, provided always and
nevertheless my will and meaning is that if in any case her husband Michael Tomlyn shall at any time
decease and depart this life and she become a widow, than the said ten pounds or such other
commodities as shall be therewith purchased shall be and remain to her the said Susan forever.

Item | give unto my Godson and kinsman Robert Tomlins ten pounds.
Item | give unto Thomas Tomlins his brother six pounds thirteen shillings and four pence.
Item | give unto Susan Tomlyns their sister five pounds.

Item | give unto Anne Tomlyns, the fourth child of Michael Tomlins and Susan his wife, five pounds; all
which said several legacies given to the children of the said Michael and Susan my will is shall be
delivered unto mine overseers within two years next after my deceased, to be by them set forth to the
best use and benefit of my said legatees until such time as they shall accomplish their several ages of



one and twenty years or else be married; and if it shall happen that the said legatees or any of them
to decease and
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depart this life before their legacies or any of them shall grow due, my will and mind is that the legacy
of her so deceasing shall come and accrue unto my Godson Robert Tomlins, he then living; the increase
thereof | give to Susan his mother; and if it shall happen that if any two of them to decease before they
accomplish the said age of one and twenty years, my will in mind is that the legacy of the last deceased
shall come and accrue unto the two sisters Susan and Anne or to the survivor of them, the one half of
the increase thereof to be and remain to their mother.

Item | give and bequeath unto Robert Collyer of Taynton in the county of Oxford, clothworker, and Joan
his now wife, forty shillings a year, yearly and every year during the natural lives of them [the] said
Robert and Joan and the longest liver of them, to be paid unto them or either of them half yearly in
the two usual feasts of Saint Michael the Archangel and the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
by even and equal portions, the first payment to commence and begin on the second of the two said
feasts next after my decease.

Item | will and bequeath unto my well-beloved cousin Mistress Rebecca Waverly twenty shillings to
buy her aring.

Item | give unto my cousin her husband twenty shillings to buy him a ring, and unto my cousin John
their son twenty shillings to buy him a ring to wear in remembrance of me and for my sake.

Item | give unto John Jordan the son of William Jorden late of Burford, fifty pounds to be paid him
within two years next after my decease.

Item | give and bequeath unto Anne Minchin wife of Henry Minchin all the issues and profits of the
messuage and appurtenances thereunto belonging in which the said Henry Minchin doth inhabit,
during all the term of years | have in the same estate after the end and term of his estate granted
heretofore by John Southcott and Thomas Deane unto Thomas Minchin, great-grandfather unto the
said Henry Minchin that now is.

Item | give and bequeath unto John Palmer of the parish of Bampton, gentleman, two hundred pounds,
which said some | have heretofore given security for unto the said John Palmer in behalf of Anne the
now wife of my cousin Robert Vesey, to the intent and purpose and upon special hope, trust and
confidence that he the said John Palmer shall and will with all convenient speed take and purchase
one estate therewith to and for the natural life of her the said Anne in lieu of the same sum, according
to the trust formerly reposed in him.

Item | devise, will and bequeath unto Sir Thomas Hord, knight, John Berrow, esquire and Robert Vesey,
son of Walter Vesey, gentleman, the full sum of five hundred pounds of lawful money of England,
nevertheless upon trust, hope and confidence that they the said Sir Thomas Hord, John Berrow and
Robert Vesey shall and will forthwith after my decease, by their good discretions, purchase with the
same money an estate for three lives, that is to say for [the lives of] my kinsman Robert Vesey, son of
Simon Vesey, Robert Vesey and William Vesey, sons of William Vesey, to hold successively; and my will
and mind is that the said Robert Vesey, son of the said Simon Vesey, shall have and receive yearly the
use of the said sum of five hundred pounds after six in the hundred [at 6%] till some estate be settled
as aforesaid.



Item | give and bequeath to and for a free school to be founded and erected in Bampton the full sum
of one hundred pounds for and towards the building thereof with ashlar work, and | give two hundred
pounds more to be disposed of as mine executor, Mr William Hodges, Mr John Palmer and three other
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of the sufficientest men in Bampton shall think fit concerning the same school, with some portraiture
at the upper end of the same.

Iltem | give and bequeath unto William Jorden, the son of William Jorden late of Burford, one hundred
pounds to be paid him within half a year’s warning thereof given to mine executor.

Item | give unto Anne Jorden his sister the full sum of four score pounds of lawful money of England
to be paid her at her day of marriage or within half a year’s warning thereof given to mine executor.

Item | give and bequeath unto Robert Vesey the son of Robert Vesey of Chimney, and my Godson, ten
pounds of lawful money of England and to his sister Anne Vesey, five pounds of lawful money of
England.

Item | do devise, give and bequeath unto John Hicks of Barrington in the county of Gloucester, clerk,
John Palmer of the parish of Bampton in the county of Oxford, gentleman and Richard Vesey of Burford
in the county of Oxford aforesaid, innholder, the sum of five hundred pounds of lawful money of
England, nevertheless upon hope, trust and confidence that they the said John Hicks, John Palmer and
Richard Vesey shall and will within half a year next after my decease purchase with the said monies an
estate for three lives, that is to say for [the lives of] Margaret Vesey wife of Walter Vesey in lieu of her
jointure, William Vesey and Harrington Vesey the sons of William Vesey.

Item | do give and bequeath unto Robert Jorden, son of Robert Jorden my godson, ten pounds and to
his brothers Richard and William five pounds apiece; and my will and mind is that these three last
legacies by me above given be delivered to mine overseers within two years next after my decease, to
be by them put forth for the best benefit and advantage until they shall accomplish their several ages
of one and twenty years or else be married; and if it shall happen that either of them shall depart this
life before they accomplish the age of one and twenty years and unmarried, then the legacy of him so
departing shall come unto Robert my Godson if he be then living.

Iltem my will and mind is that mine executor do well and truly pay unto my cousin William Batsor of
Burford the full sum of one hundred and fifty pounds, which | promised him for a marriage portion;
and | much desire it may be distributed among his children.

Item | give and bequeath unto Robert Batsor, son of the said William Batsor, ten pounds of lawful
money of England, to be paid within two years next after my decease.

Item | do hereby make, nominate and appoint my nephew William Vesey of Burford in the county of
Oxford, clothier, my full and whole executor of this my last will and testament, only in hope, trust and
confidence for the true payment of my debts and legacies, and to be accountable thereof unto mine
overseers monthly; and for the better performance thereof, my will is that mine executor shall give
bond of three thousand pounds to my overseers to perform the same accordingly, and that he shall
not meddle with any bonds or other writings but monthly, and in the presence of mine overseers, not
to put any bond or writing in suit except it be first allowed under their hand.

Item my will further is that the overplus of all and singular mine estate, goods and chattels which shall
remain after my debts and legacies paid, and my funeral expenses discharged, shall be and remain
unto my nephew Robert Vesey, the son of William Vesey my executor,
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and his assigns forever.

Iltem | do hereby request, nominate and appoint my loving nephew William Batson of Burford,
gentleman, John Jorden, Robert Cleeter and Richard Vesey to be my overseers, desiring them to assist
my said executors with their best advice and furtherance for the better performance of this my last
will and testament; and | give them forty shillings apiece for their pains therein.

Item | give and bequeath unto my Godson Robert Brookes of Lyneham, ten pounds to be paid him
within three years next after my decease.

Item | give and bequeath to Simon Vesey, son of Walter Vesey, fifty pounds or else five marks [£3 6s
8d] a year, yearly during his natural life at the choice and election of mine overseers.

Item | give to all the brothers and sisters of the said Robert Brookes twenty shillings apiece.

Item | do give and bequeath unto the borough of Whitney [blank], to be employed in such sort as mine
executors and overseers shall in their best discretions think fit.

Item | give and bequeath unto Henry Batson of Whitney, gentleman, and to his wife twenty shillings
apiece to buy either of them a ring.

Iltem | do will devise and bequeath unto Robert Vesey of Burford, son of William Vesey, all that my
indenture of lease | lately purchased of John Tomson of Breadwell in the county of Oxford, gentleman,
for sixty years, bearing date the six and twenty day of August anno domini one thousand six hundred
and twelve, and one other indenture of lease which | purchased of the said John Tomson for ninety-
nine years bearing date the eight of September anno domini one thousand six hundred and eighteen,
and also one other indenture of lease of three cottages | lately purchased from Queen’s College in the
University of Oxford, and also one other indenture of lease of a messuage or tenement in Holywell
within the suburbs of the city of Oxford | purchased of Merton College in the said University of Oxford,
and all and singular the lands, messuages, tenements, issues, profits and commodities whatsoever
mentioned and contained in the said several indentures of lease or in any one of them, and all that my
right, title, interest, claim and demand of and in the said indentures of lease in all or any of them, to
have and to hold to him the said Robert Vesey, his executors and assigns from the feast of Saint Michael
the archangel anno domini one thousand six hundred thirty five until the full end and term of twenty
years then next following, nevertheless upon hope, trust and confidence that he the said Robert Vesey
employ it to such use and uses as | shall limit and appoint.

In witness whereof | said Robert Vesey have hereunto set my hand and seal, dated the year first above
written. Robert Vesey his mark.

Acknowledged, signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of us Robert Vesey the younger, Thomas
Napkin, Edward Bush.

[Latin]

The above-written will was proved at London before the venerable man Sir Henry Marten, knight,
doctor of laws, master, keeper or commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury lawfully
constituted, on the twenty-second day of the month of October in the year of our Lord one thousand
six hundred [and] thirty-five, on the oath of William Veysey, the executor named in such will, to
whom was committed administration of all and singular the goods, rights and credits of the said
deceased, to well and faithfully administer the same, sworn on the holy gospels of God. <examined>.



TNA PROB 11/169/421 (This is the sentence of the court, in a case brought against the executor by
many of the beneficiaries)

Sentence of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury for the confirmation of the will of Robert Vesey, 2
December 1635

In the name of God amen. Having been heard, seen understood and fully and maturely discussed by
us Henry Marten, knight, master, keeper or commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury lawfully
constituted, the merits and circumstances of a certain testamentary cause or the probate or approval
of the testament or last will of Robert Vesey the elder, while he lived of Chimney in the parish of
Bampton in the county of Oxford and province of Canterbury, deceased, having while he lived and at
the time of his death goods, rights or credits in various dioceses or peculiar jurisdictions within the
province of Canterbury, which before us in judgement between William Vesey, the executor named in
the testament or last will of the said deceased, promoting such cause on the one part, and Simon
Vesey and Walter Vesey, natural and lawful brothers of the said deceased, Joan Faulkes and Ann
Atkinson, natural and lawful sisters of the said deceased, and also William Batson, Robert Jourden,
Richard Jourden and William Jourden, natural and lawful nephews on the sister’s side of the said
deceased, and Elizabeth Brookes niece on the sister’s side of the said Robert Vesey the elder, deceased,
in particular, and all and singular the others having or pretending to have a right, title and interest in
the testament and last will, or in the goods, rights and credits of the same deceased, in general, the
parties against whom this cause is moved on the other side, which has for some time been judicially
in progress and pended and is still in progress and pending undecided duly and lawfully;

The said William Vesey by his proctor sufficiently and lawfully appearing before us in judgement, and
the other parties in particular [named] and in general, having been on another occasion been lawfully
and peremptorily cited, notified, publicly warned and for long and sufficiently awaited in no way
appearing, but contumaciously absenting themselves, and the whole and entire process had and made
in the said cause having been formerly diligently considered by us, and we being ready to give our final
and definitive decree, we have proceeded in the manner which follows:

Finding that William Vesey has proved his case and that nothing has been advanced by the other side
to disprove or weaken it, we Henry Marten adjudge that Robert Vesey the elder, deceased, being while
he lived of sound mind and his sane memory, made, established and declared his testament,
containing in it his last will, exhibited in this cause as aforesaid and remaining with the registrar of this
court, and named, ordained, made and constituted the aforesaid William Vesey his executor, and did,
willed, gave, bequeathed, left and disposed in all things and by all things as in the said testament or
last will aforesaid exhibited (as is aforesaid) is contained, according to lawful proofs before us in the
said cause judicially had and made we do pronounce, decree and declare, and also we approve, ratify
and confirm the probate, approbation and filing of the aforesaid testament elsewhere in common form
made by the tenor of these presents by this our definitive sentence or this our final decree, which we
make and promulgate in these writings:

This definitive sentence was read, carried and promulgated by the said Henry Marten, knight, doctor
of laws, the master, keeper or commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury lawfully constituted,
on the second juridical day after the feast or day of Saint Andrew the Apostle, that is to say on
Wednesday the second day of the month of December in the year of our Lord a thousand six hundred
and thirty-five, judicially sitting in the consistory place within the cathedral church of St Paul, London,
as a tribunal, at the petition of John Fish, notary public, the proctor of the said William Vesey, for a
penalty against the other parties [named] in particular and in general not appearing but
contumaciously absenting themselves, whereupon the said [John] Fish requested me, Robert Erswell,



notary public, then present, to make for him one or more public instruments, and the witnesses then
and there present, Masters Arthur Ducke, Basil Wood, Robert Aylett, William Merricke, respectively
doctors of laws, Henry Iremonger, George Cole, Thomas Geeres and Anthony Marshall, notaries public
of the said court.
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