






Notes from the afternoon Terry and I spent talking with Les King 
September 2009.  Sadly, Les never felt able to do the filmed interview 
that Jo Lewington and I hoped to do, but I did make notes as soon as I 
got home.  He never got over losing Stella; he had to fight back the 
tears when talking about her and he was too afraid of breaking down 
while being filmed. 
 
Les and Stella came from Coventry to live in Bampton in 1960 to be 
close to Stella’s parents, Dolly & Eric Stroud who also lived here in 
Bampton.  They bought a shop, now a private house on the corner of 
Bushey Row and High Street opposite the Physiotherapy shop.  The 
private dwellings are Strawberry Cottage and Lesta House. 
 
They’d never owned or run a shop before so came as raw recruits to the 
job and had to learn on the hoof.  Faye Ham was a member of their staff 
and years later when Faye started her own shop in Bampton Les and 
Stella helped her choose things to sell in her shop they knew Bampton 
people would want. 
 
The solicitor Les and Stella used, to sell their house in Coventry, also 
saw to the purchase of their shop here in Bampton.  Unfortunately the 
solicitor was rather fond of a drink and when Les and Stella turned up 
here to move into their new shop, they found the contract the outgoing 
shop owner had was dated one month later than their own for moving 
in.   
 
So, Stella and the budgie moved in with her parents, Dolly and Eric 
Stroud, for one month and Les had to stay elsewhere, because there just 
wasn’t space for him as well.   
 
When they eventually moved in, they found the contents of the upstairs 
were very much a store of everything that hadn’t sold over decades as 
well as stock that did.  It was an hilarious Aladdin’s cave which gave 
them many laughs and it also took them a long time and a lot of hard 
work to get it all cleared out and the upstairs made into a home.   
 



The garden was like a jungle but particularly thick with face-high 
nettles and at the far end was a very friendly two-holer, which at that 
time was the staff toilet.   
 
The items on sales gradually settled to those of a drapers plus ladies 
and gents clothing and some footwear and they made a great success of 
that.  They also tried offering made to measure suits which were 
beautifully made.  Fittings were done after the shop closed.  Amazingly, 
these suits were ordered and bought by people from all strata of 
Bampton, from gentry to the ordinary working man.  Hoppy Smith who 
lived in the caravan on the left as you go out of Bampton had one suit 
made.   
 
When he went to London he went to a Jewish tailor and asked if he 
could make him a made-to-measure suit with the same quality material 
and if so, how much it would cost.  The answer was, yes, he could, and 
the price quoted was three times more than he’d paid in Bampton so 
Hoppy immediately ordered another one from Les & Stella.   
 
Les and Stella worked none-stop for their first 5 years in the shop, never 
once having a holiday and Les in particular became very run down.  Dr. 
Bullen realised he wasn’t going to be able to persuade them to go away 
on holiday so prescribed Guinness and oysters.   
 
They were good friends with Paul Bovington who owned and ran the 
wet fish shop across the road and when Les told Paul what the Dr. said, 
Paul said if he, Les, supplied the Guinness he'd supply the oysters, and 
so for weeks they met two or three times a week to down oysters and 
Guinness.  Les loathed the oysters then and always did, but he dutifully 
consumed them along with the Guinness as prescribed and eventually 
felt much better.   
 
Stella was a beautiful dancer and if Les had not been able to dance well 
enough, their courtship would probably never have taken off.  One of 
the SPAJER’S fund raising events was an annual ball at Weald Manor, 
by kind invitation of Col and Mrs Colvile and later by his son Major 



Robert and Mrs Colvile.  It was a joy to see Les and Stella dance there 
where they also helped with the whole function.  
 
About 10 years after they bought their shop on High Street, they sold 
up and it became a private dwelling, now called Strawberry Cottage.  
The shop opposite was a wonderful hardware store owned and run by 
Stella’s parents.  Les and Stella went to live in Kenilworth for a couple 
of years, where they bought a dilapidated house, turned it into a 
wonderful home, sold it and came to Bampton where they bought the 
Wheat Sheaf pub in Bridge Street, almost opposite Papworth’s 
newsagents shop and turned it into the Post Office.  Mrs Reynolds had 
run the post office in Bampton for decades at Wheelgate House, but she 
didn’t want to move out of the house when she retired hence the need 
for new premises to be found for the post office. 
 
Les and Stella then turned their barn, which sits diagonally on the 
corner of Bridge Street and Church View, into a delightful home and 
gave it to Dolly and Eric to retire into from their hardware store which 
they sold to Frank and Evelyn Godwin.  When Les and Stella finally 
retired from the post office they converted the barn that stood right 
behind it into a home, doing much of the work themselves, and with a 
big smile, called it ‘King’s Court.’  From there they moved to Minster 
Lovell but only for a short time and Bampton called them back yet 
again and they bought a house in The Pieces which was to be their final 
home.  
 
 
 
 
 




