






















Eulogy by Martin Page for his father Tony Page 
June 5th 1928 – March 16th 2015 

 
As a child, growing up during the war, dad claimed that Hitler bombed him out 
of every city that his family moved to but eventually they ended up in 
Edinburgh. 
When he was in his teens he ran away from home to London leaving the 
proverbial note on his parents’ mantlepiece.   He had decided to go into show 
business.  During the next few years he had a variety of jobs working in the 
theatre as a Stage Manager for musical comedies, repertory, touring and his first 
love, ballet.  Sometimes there were gaps with no work and he had to sleep on 
the London Embankment.  
After a while the work dried up and he moved back to Edinburgh. One day he 
went to a social club with his friend Fred. When an attractive young lady 
walked in to the room, he commented to Fred that he quite liked the look of her 
and, after a bit of encouragement from Fred, he introduced himself to Lis, mum. 
Although they spent some time together, she then got a work opportunity in 
Bilbao in Spain and disappeared for a whole year. 
When she returned they ran into each other again having driving lessons from 
the same instructor. It was the start of a long and happy relationship. 
With the start of commercial television in 1956 he landed  a job as Assistant 
Studio Manager with ATV in London, with the princely salary of £12 a week.   
Mum and Dad were married in 1960 and moved to Redbourn in Hertfordshire. 
Here Mary Ann and I were born. This was a happy time for us all and we still 
look back on those days with fond memories.  
We had quite a large garden and here dad discovered a love for gardening and 
spent hours cultivating the vegetable patch and growing geraniums in ever 
larger greenhouses. 
Eventually he  moved in to management at ATV, working closely with Lord 
Lew Grade. He was involved in many very successful television productions of 
the time and was particularly proud to have been involved in the setting up of 
The Muppet Show. Mary Ann and I  had regular visits to the studios with our 
friends to see The Muppet Show being recorded. 
When his job was moved to Birmingham the family had to relocate to Mavesyn 
Ridware in Staffordshire. 
But the work had changed and he no longer enjoyed what he was doing so he 
took early retirement.    
This gave him the opportunity to spend more time pursuing another of his 
interests, history, and he was one of the founder members of the local History 



Society which is still flourishing today.   He also did a lot of work for the 
village church, restoring paneling, mowing the churchyard and helping with 
general maintenance. 
I was now living in Birmingham with Annie, and Mary Ann was in St Albans 
with Andy, so, as the house was now too big for them, they decided to move to 
somewhere that was half way between the two of us and after a long search they 
eventually found Eagle House here in Bampton. 
Shortly afterwards Annie and I  moved to Mallorca, which rather messed up the 
original plan but it did give them the opportunity for lots of holidays. 
7 years ago Mary Ann and Andy had a son, Josh, Mum and Dad's first 
grandchild, and I know that the time that he spent with Josh was very special to 
him and I am sure that when Josh grows up he will look back fondly on the 
times that he spent with his grandfather. 
In Bampton Dad and Mum started the Bampton Zimbabwe Project and they 
both became involved with the Bampton Archive. This gave him a new interest 
as he developed his desktop publishing skills, doing all the printing, putting 
together the "Downton Abbey in Bampton" books and recently mounting the 
“We Will Remember Them” exhibition to commemorate the outbreak of the 
first World War, a project which took him two years of research.  
As I have not lived here in Bampton, I don't know many people here, but over 
the past couple of weeks I have had the chance to meet quite a few and also to 
read the many cards and letters that mum has received. The over-riding 
impression that I have had is of how well regarded he was in the village. 
Someone described him as a doer and I think that that sums him up,  rather than 
talking about things, he liked to make things happen. 
Since Annie and I moved to Mallorca we have spent a lot more time with  mum 
and dad as they used to come out twice a year for 2 or 3 weeks at a time. He 
used to spend much  of his time there working in our garden and in particular 
looking after the geraniums of which there are many. Whenever they arrived at 
our house, before unloading the suitcases from the car, he used to do an 
inspection of the geraniums with me following behind waiting to be praised for 
looking after them well, or told off for not feeding them enough. 
And that is how I will remember him. In the Mallorcan sunshine, wearing his 
Panama hat and tending to the geraniums. 
 



Witney Gazette April 15th 2015.  The article is about Tony Page from Eagle 

House in Bampton.  Tony was in at the beginning of the Bampton Community 

Archive and did all the printing for the charity up to his death.  It was through 

Tony's shear hard work and imagination that sufficient funds were acquired that 

enabled the Archive to buy the necessary IT equipment which has enabled us to 

create and keep adding to the digital archive of Bampton and surrounding 

villages. Apart from printing for the Archive, Tony did items for many other clubs 

and societies in Bampton. 

Tony and Lis Page came from Staffordshire to live in Bampton in 1998 and right 

from the start both Tony and Lis have played a hugely active role in Bampton 

life.  Our Community Archive began in late 2002 and it was soon realised that we 

would need a steady income to enable us to record all the information that was 

being gathered.  Tony designed and printed several things and wrote a small book 

on the history of Ham Court, also referred to as Bampton Castle.  He designed 

and printed the catalogues of our exhibitions which were then sold.  Tony's work 

accounted for a good 80% of our income and so it continued to his death.  The 

work of the Archive would not have happened without Tony's huge input. 

Tony spent almost every waking minute working for Bampton Community 

Archive.  From its early days Tony began printing items for sale that enabled us 

to purchase the digital equipment needed for the Archive to do its work.  He 

designed all the catalogues from our exhibitions and created posters and tickets 

for other clubs and societies in Bampton. Tony and his wife Lis came to live in 

Bampton in 1998 and right from the start they both gave all their free time to the 

Archive and Bampton. 
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