HOW I GCT MY JCB

Thne silence whicn followed my regiy to this quegticn had & stunnec
quality. Whst Eiﬁid I have s2id to cause such & silence, why?

I was 8t & socisl gathering, and the subject of careers snd jobs
had srisen. ¥y turn to ?Eli - I em @8 Driving Instructor, 1 ssid,
and the stunned sileunce reigned for quite & few seconds.

Then came the usuasl remsrks "How trave"” "How many cars do you get
through in @ year?" "Do you spend all the time covering your eyes?'
I gave the usual eickly grin - everybtody wes being wildly
numourcus, and I had heard it 8ll tefore, many many times.

Wnen st school, I had grandiose idess stout commercisal srt, e
career in photogrsphy, photograpnic Jjournsliem. I would hc;é the
world ss my oyster, end home would te any plece where I hung my
seven~-foot two-colour school scexf. This piece of clothing and 1
were insepsratle, &s tesides providing wsrmth and comfort, it
doutled 28 8 tow rope for toy-friends' cars, sn escape line from
windows, 2 swim suit if none cother were available, sad & tier-upper
of kids to trees if I was supposed tc bte walking them, but had
ploys of my ownl!

The test laid schemes ... out of the window went sll1 career
schemes, and thne lost generation started on its career of helping
cut, on the lsnd, in the forces, in factories.

At first I was flung hesd.ong into transport. Fortunate'y I had
driven heavy vehicles, horse toxes.

£0 a tus driver I btecsme, driving work-pecple to snd from
factories snd air fields, and children to schocol. Workmen are
easy passengers, in the moraning still slumbering, very sileat,
almost morose, 8t night very hungry -‘bcme Jemes, and the

faster the better?l



But the kidsl! Little limbe of tsten, slwsye thinking up somethpg
distolicasl to ccnfound the unfortunste driver whe was responeitbla
for their safe srrivsal.

There were excepticas cf cource, like the desr little boy who made
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re 8 pipe rack, neldpty a wooden Mickey Vouse - rising to heights
of skill with his fretsaw. 4Although I found no asctusl use for it,
I treassured it, as it helped to restore my liking for children
which had reached a low.
Domestic circumstences moved me awsy from Witney tack to my
tirthplsce, Bexhill on tfea. There I Lecame 8 taxi driver , a
wonderful seat from which to observe pecple. Every job has &
higalight sometime, and in this one I was privileged to drive
Frincess HMarins, snd the young Duke of Kent, Frincess 4lexandra
and ¥rrince Michsel during their stsy st Bexhill.
After & year or two, I engineered it to get back to Witney, where
I hsd meny friends, and I joined the Wemene' lend 4ruy, aad helped
to wind up the organisation when the time csme.
Every story should have @ teginning, @ middle, and sn end. Lo we
come to tne end - why did I tecome 2 driving instructer? Luifice
it to say that the need was there, snd I had teught girles in the
%lA (without dusl coatrols) co, to s coll€ge in Lendon I went,
and returned fully fledged and ready to roll.
The demand for instruction was enormous, and never failed in s&ll
the 25 veasrs 1 sst poised over dusl contrels. 1 made many
friends, snd hesrd many tzles of Jjoy and ssdnese. Another hot
seat to which confidences flowed. There sre ec many humana
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stories, scme cen never be told se they telong solely te the teller

A

The aspect of feer which sc many pecple emphseize, Jjust does ggt
exist. It would bte communicated to the slready nervous pupil if

the 4instructor were PFrey to this emotion.



Cne hss dual controls, one is alert in 8 relsxed way, snd one gets

well aguainted with dsnger pictures sund signsls, and thus things

g0 smoothly.

Many tales I could tell of quaint bappenings, sad of frustration,
i

wihen one has mentioned & point of procedure stout forty times

tefore light dawas.

There is little difference in the iatisl sbility of m&n snd womfn

in general. The main difference is in atfipude to leag§ing this

particulsr skjll. Geanerally the women humbly reslices thst she has

.much to learn znd is prepared to give tiwme, trought end patience to

tae jot. Come of the men rather feel that they should hsve Leen

torn knowing it a2l1l, 2and resent the fact thst practice is needed.

However, I found that 8 msn will accept more criticism from a

women instructor than he would frow 3 msa, provided it is‘réasoned

and constructive.

Whilst net wishing to btlind with science, I feel thst a good

working knowledge of the internals of the motor csr is a geed

selling point with men particularly, gﬁd it maskes for mspect for

the instructor, and this is essential.

I am in process of winding up this, my last career, now. Age and

eccnomices combined have msde this desiratle from the first view,

end necessary from the second. I hsrk btasck to my youtnful ambitions

and whilst no career ss such is likely, I want time to pley sround

with pens, peints and filams.

It wes an interesting slice of my life, the rewards were various,

tut the wmain one was the satisfaction of scihievement, and the

heppiness shining from the faces of the successful candidates. Thev

ran into hundreds, and although I can't remember every.ne, I see

the years as 8 firmament of stars, end I remember the tright ones

and the %ﬁll ones who eventudlly tecame’bright, and’the



unstarlike, but interesting ones.

Rless them all.

No, I 2m not trave — no need! 0Oddly encugh, a car lssts two or
three years, &snd is in splendid conditicn when sold, even if
carrying msny miles.

I

Mo, I never, btut never, cover my eyes - I wsnt to live.

Doee this answer your guestions?
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