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The Beam Team would like to extend its sympathy to all who were affected by the terrible flooding in July. We are sure
that we speak for all Villagers in wishing all those who have suffered damage that the repairs and refurbishment works are
carried out speedily - although we know that many will not be able to get back into their homes until 2008, and of course a
great many personal effects will have gone forever.

Such flooding is of course not new to Bampton, but we have to ask the questions, “Why is flooding allowed to continue to
occur?” “Why do we not have adequate flood defences?” We do not think that in this day and age that this is acceptable.
Time for the politicians to take note, and take action!
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Bampton
Village
Hall

An excellent venue for meetings, classes,
parties, performances & fund-raising events.
Main hall with stage, curtains, lights &

piano.

Well equipped kitchen and servery
with separate locked bar.
Badminton court marked and
equipment available.

Disabled toilet facilities.
Lettings Officer: Martin Barrett,
The Post Office, Bridge Street, Bampton
Telephone: 01993 850304

BAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

The Bampton 250 Club
The Bampton 250 Club is the local monthly lottery which supports the Bampton

Village Hall and the Bampton Youth Centre.

If you would like a ticket please put your name on the list at the Post Office or

contact Susan Phillips Tel: 01993 850321.

July £25 155 | Mr Snow Bushey Row
£15 033 | Mrs J Gray Broad Street
£15 | 231 | Mr G Cook c/o Bowling Green
Close
£15 196 | Mr & Mrs Faithful Bridge Street
August £25 | 226 | Mr & Mrs Lewis Chandler Close
£15 063 | Mrs R Wheeler Bowling Green Close
£15 205 | Mrs B K Terry The Lanes
£15 079 | Mr A Knight Chandler Close
September | £100 | 141 | Mrs F Cook Pococks Close
£25 | 224 | Miss K Buckingham | c/o Bowling Green
Close
£15 196 | Mr & Mrs Faithful Bridge Street
£15 015 | Mrs M Dowding Rosemary Lane
£15 139 | Mrs T Davis Calais Dene

BAMPTON VILLAGE HALL - HIRE CHARGES

General Hire

£6.00 per hour - meetings, classes etc.

Morning sessions 9am - 1pm

£18.00 - meetings, sales, workshops, parties

Afternoon sessions 1pm - 6pm

£18.00 - meetings, sales, workshops, parties

MOVIES ON THE
MOVE

1n

Bampton Village Hall
The Theatre, Chipping Norton contin-
ues to bring up-to-date films to Bamp-
ton Village Hall on the 1* Wednesday
of every other month. Please put the
dates in your diary NOW and bring
your friends — the quality of the films
is excellent and it is on your doorstep!
Wednesday, 7" November 7.30pm
Prairie Home Companion (PG)
Robert Altman — his last film (2007)
Starring Meryl Streep, Woody
Harrelson, Lindsay Lohan, Lily
Tomlin.
A look at what goes on backstage
during the last broadcast of America’s
most celebrated radio show, where
singing cowboys Dusty and Lefty, a
country music siren (Streep) and a
host of others hold court.
Wednesday, 9" January 7.30pm
The Painted Veil (12)
John Curran (2007)
Starring Edward Norton, Naomi
Watts, Diana Rigg, Toby Jones.
The third film version of Somerset
Maugham’s 1925 novel is ripe with
stunning Chinese locales and a smart
turn from Naomi Watts as Kitty Fane,
the aging English socialite who must
put herself in strange and turbulent
surrounding s before she finds her true
self. Romantic, escapist entertainment
in the best sense.
A short Bampton film will be shown
before the main film.
Tickets £4.00 on sale at The Cotton
Club for 2 weeks in advance and at
the door.
For more information, please contact
Susan Phillips Tel: 01993 850321
STOP PRESS There is a possibility
that the film 'Atonement' may be
shown in January in place of 'The
Painted Veil'

Weddings* £65.00 (with bar £80)

Dances* £65.00 (with bar £80)

Parties™* £65.00 (with bar £80)

Commercial Hire £11.00 per hour or by arrangement
Badminton (by arrangement) £4.00 per hour

Hire of furniture By arrangement

Musical events

£4.50 (Use of Piano by arrangement)

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic
Church, Carterton
Christmas Day
Mass 9.00am - St. Mary’s Church,
Bampton
For other services, please see notice
board in church porch or telephone
01993 842463
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BAMPTON PARISH

COUNCIL NEWS

By Brenda Sapsford, Clerk to The Parish Council

Flood Prevention

Readers of the Beam will be well
aware that we have been trying very
hard to persuade the Environmental
Agency (EA) to de-silt the Swinbrook
river from Bridge Street all the way
down to the Great Brook. It is now
over 30 years since it was done exten-
sively and with the flood water now
reaching us from Carterton much
sooner, probably as a result of the
1600 new houses, we feel very
strongly that urgent action is required.
The EA promised us that they would
de-silt from Bridge Street to the sew-
erage works during August 2007 but
then had to amend their works sched-
ules as a result of the huge downpour
on 20" July. They have now short-
ened the length of river to be de-silted
this year to the short stretch from
Bridge Street to Primrose Cottages
near the ford.

We feel strongly that this is inade-
quate and will be fighting the case for
a full de-silting operation in 2008.
Meanwhile, we are pleased to note
that WODC are prepared to get much
more involved with the overall control
of flood water in the District and to
co-ordinate the various efforts made
by EA, Thames Water, OCC High-
ways and the individual land owners.
We have hosted the first of several
planned workshops to thrash out just
what the problems are, what can be
done about them, who will pay for
solutions, and most importantly, how
quickly can we get the solutions
started. We are working closely with
Brize Norton Parish Council and with
the Town Council in Carterton so that
sensible co-ordinated solutions are
devised. We will put all our corre-
spondence on flooding issues on the
Parish Council notice board in the
Market Square to keep you fully in-
formed on developments.

With nearly 120 homes flooded in
Bampton in July, and many of these
flooded to a lesser extent in January
'07, this is the single biggest problem
that we have faced since the last big
flood of 1968.

Mercury Court Play Area

Following a previous article in the
Beam when it was stated that a num-
ber of affordable homes might be built
on the play area, a petition of some
300 names against the proposal was
collected. Following that, some of
the residents of Mercury Close and
Mercury Court have applied to the
County Council to have the site
changed to Town Green status which
would make it impossible for any-
thing to be done on the land now or in
the future other than leaving it as an
open space. The Parish Council has
placed its objection with OCC and the
offer to the District Council for 4 mai-
sonettes to be built there has been
withdrawn. OCC's decision is now
awaited.

Mercury Court Playing Field

Refurbishment Plan
By Anna Pitt,

Bampton Parish Council
Some time ago the Parish Council was
required to provide suggested sites for
the development of affordable hous-
ing in Bampton. During this process,
part of the Mercury Court Playing
field was put forward as one of the
suggested sites. The funds that would
have been raised through the sale of a
portion of the land could have been
used to build a new play area on the
remaining portion of the land. Many
people in the village voiced their con-
cern about using the

Parish Council would like to seek the
views of its Parishioners and to this
aim we invite you to complete the
enclosed questionnaire and return to
any Parish Councillor or to place it in
the box provided at Bampton Post
Office. Please feel free to photocopy
the form.

Bampton Foul Water
Flood Alleviation Scheme

As advised in the last edition of the

‘Beam’, Thames Water will be under-

taking work to improve parts of the

sewer network in the Village.

The proposed Scope of Work at the

moment is as follows - although there

may be some additions, which the

Parish Council has asked Thames

Water to look at:

e Upsize a section of sewer in New
Road between Fox Close and
Southby, plus work between
Southby and Calais Dene

e Install online attenuation pipes in
the cul-de-sac to hold excessive
flows in storm conditions - this
will then empty under gravity to
the Sewerage Pumping Station
when the storm flows subside.

e Work will also be undertaken in
The Pieces to straighten out the
current alignment of the sewer to
allow for the flow in the system to
pass more easily to the Pumping
Station. This work will alleviate
flooding to 9 properties which
have historically flooded from foul
water.

Subject to detail design and funding

approval the work should start early

in 2008 and take around a three month
period to complete.
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Refurbishment of Mercury Court Playing Field — Adult Questionnaire
What age group do you think the play equipment should be provided for?

Most equipment requires safety surfacing. Do you prefer Wood fibre like the surfaces in Pembroke Place Park or the mod-
ern equivalent of the carpet style surfaces currently in Mercury Court? Please Circle

Wood Fibre Carpet No Preference

Would you prefer to see equipment built mainly from wood or mainly from metal? Please circle.

Wood Metal No Preference

The Parish Council are proposing a fenced area of play equipment and a park area for running around / playing ball games?
Please Comment

Should we provide a teenager’s meeting point outside the fenced area? Please Circle:

Yes No

(0] 1511513 11 SN

Should we provide benches outside the fenced area?

In order to bring down costs, some villages in our area have chosen to provide part of the labour in the form of volunteers
supervised by an experienced project manager from the company supplying the equipment. The project manager then en-
sures that all work is carried out to the appropriate standards. Would you be in favour of this approach? Please circle.

Yes Yes, but not personally No
Refurbishment of Mercury Court Playing Field — Children’s Questionnaire
How old are you?
For what age group do you think the play equipment should be provided?

Do you prefer Wood Fibre like the surfaces in Pembroke Place Park or the carpet surfaces like the ones in Mercury Court?
Please Circle

Wood Fibre Carpet Don’t mind
What type of play equipment do you like? Please circle for each kind whether you like or don’t like the equipment. It would
help us if you tell us whether you liked the equipment when you were younger.

Swings: Like Liked when younger Don’t like
Slides: Like Liked when younger Don’t like
Climbing frames: Like Liked when younger Don’t like
Huts/forts/playhouses: Like Liked when younger Don’t like
Springing things: Like Liked when younger Don’t like
See saws: Like Liked when younger Don’t like
Adventure trails: Like Liked when younger Don’t like

The Parish Council are proposing a fenced area of play equipment and a park area for running around / playing ball games?

What do think of this plan?
Like Don’t Like

Should we provide a teenager’s meeting point outside the fenced area? Please Circle:
Yes No

B OIMIIICTIEE" 2. eveoe sooim e emss ososn menarn ot bl om0 § B k6 Bk 95 E05E 168 REH B0E3 925 3 66 RIRFR

Should we provide benches outside the fenced area?
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Bampton Community

Shop

By Fenella Gray

If anyone is looking for financial sup-
port for a worthy cause for the Vil-
lage, please write to me c/o The Cot-
ton Club - address on back page.
In your application, please specify the
organisation or cause you are seeking
support for, how much money you are
look for, how the money will be
spent.

Volunteers Needed
If you have a few hours to spare and
like to meet people and have a gossip
why not join the ‘Shop Team’?
Our hours are 10am until 3pm except
for Wednesdays and Saturdays, we
only open mornings 10am until
12.30pm. Change over time on the
other days is usually 12 - 12.30pm.
If you are interested please contact:
Linnet Sangwine Tel: 850216 or Fen-
ella Gray Tel: 851653.

Please, please take note ..
Please do not leave anything outside
when the shop is closed. Unfortu-
nately, they either get taken, get soak-
ing wet if it rains, or get scattered
around Rosemary Lane.

Please contact me if you have items
for the Shop and it is closed, and I
will do my best to organise things for
you.. Please also note that we cannot
accept large bulky items such as furni-
ture, bikes, prams, etc, as we have no
storage space to handle such items.
Also we cannot take in electrical
goods since we, by law, cannot sell
them.

Thank you so much for your
continued support

- S e
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Bampton Community Archive at the Donkey Derby

By Jane Wallis

By kind permission of the SPAJERS,
Bampton Community Archive were
able to erect a stall at the recent Don-
key Derby event where Archive mem-
bers were able to show and explain
something of what they are doing to
record Bampton’s history before it is
lost.

As the Archive’s primary aim is to
record events, an appeal was made for
any photographs taken of the recent
terrible floods. These are needed to be
added to the database of over 2000
images of Bampton. There were also
photographs of previous floods from
this database on display, as it was
hoped that we would obtain important
details about them such as ‘when did
it happen and who was shown’? We
were not disappointed, within ten
minutes of the event opening; mem-
bers of the Shergold family were able
to answer all our questions! Thank
you!

If you have any photographs of the
floods or of anything else, please do
get in touch. They do not have to be
outstanding photographs; all they
need to do is just show something of
the Village or its people. You can
contact us either Tel: 851886 or
emailing tonypage@waitrose.com.
Likewise if you would like to join the
Archive, at a cost of £5, we would
love to hear from you. Membership
would make a very interesting Christ-
mas present for anyone who loves
where they live or anyone who has
moved away and wants to retain a

link.

Visitors to the stall were able to have
a go at an adult or a children’s photo-
graph competition. It was wonderful
to see so many people pouring over
the photographs deep in concentra-
tion! In the Adults Quiz three people
obtained maximum marks and so the
tie-breaker questions were used to
decide the order of prizes awarded. 1%
Corrina Tanner; 2° P D Broome; 3™
Neil Tanner.

As only nine children got all the ques-
tions correct in their quiz, it was de-
cided to extend the prizes to that num-
ber. So young Bamptonians :Oscar,
Isobel, Lydia, Esme, Poppy, Ben,
Noema, Owen and Faye all earned
themselves a prize. Well done every-
body!

The current Community Archive Ex-
hibition on display in the Vesey Room
(inside the Library Building) is The
Bells of St. Mary’s by Janet Rouse.
Janet’s previous work for the Archive
has been the camera work behind the
wonderful short films about Bampton,
which you may have seen at the be-
ginning of the ‘Movies on the Move’
film nights in the Village Hall.

Free use of the Archive database is
available in the Vesey Room during
exhibition opening times, so do come
and see this exhibition and also have a
look to see what pictures we have of
your street — family — favourite pub or
whatever, and if you can’t find any,
then donate some!

Bampton Welfare Trust

Charity No. 202735
The Trustees may make gifts to the needy in Bampton, Aston, and Lew — as far
as their funds allow — to relieve sudden distress or sickness, help with travel-
ling expenses to hospitals, provide fuel and food for the sick.
The Trustees also assist the local primary schools, playgroups and clubs for the
elderly in that area.
Trustees: The Reverend D Lloyd, Dr M Perry, Mrs R Colvile,
Mrs J Haslam, Mrs J Newman, Mr C Rouse, Mrs S Phillips,
Mr G Wiltshire & Mr G Mills (Aston), Mrs A Grinsell (Lew).
Clerk to the Trustees: Mr D Pullman,

Mill Green Cottage, Bampton, Tel: 01993 850589.
Welfare Officer: Mrs J Newman,

Leofric House, 81 New Road, Bampton, Tel: 01993 850755
The next Trustees Meeting at which applications will be considered will take
place at the end of January. If you would like to apply for a grant for the first
time, please contact Susan Phillips Tel: 01993 850321 for an application form.

Aston

Community Bus
15-Seater

Available for hire at
very reasonable rates
Hirer supplies own
driver
Call George Wiltshire
for details
Tel: 01993 850989
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Glorious Treatments in Tranquil

Locations...

Bady Tath

Body Talk has been established in Bampton for almost 7 years. Each
therapist is very experienced and offers a professional, caring, friendly and
confidential service to each and every one of our clients.

A full range of beauty treatments is available, including:

Non Surgical facial improvement

Decleor Face and Body treatments

St. Tropez and Decleor tanning treatments

Slimming and inch loss treatments

Nail enhancements: Acrylic, Gel or Fibreglass/silk wraps
Massage

Wedding and Hen party packages are a speciality

Look out for our promotion of the month and dates of our monthly pamper
days, displayed on our A-Board or advertised in-salon!

Call us today to make an appointment

Body Talk Body Talk

01993 851800
2 Rosemary Lane 11 High Street
Bampton Eynsham

-4 Electric Vehicles td

Moonraker Lane, Market Square, Bampton, Oxon 0OX18 2JH
THE ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPECIALISTS

Regular routine maintenance

01865 880820

PARALLEL LINE:
Drrrtios

BAMPTON'S NEW, MODERN AND FRIENDLY
Gents Salon

Bridge Street, Bampton

Opening Times
Monday: 10.00 - 5.30pm
Tuesday: 10.00 - 7.00pm

Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 10.00 - 7.00pm

Friday: 9.00 - 5.30pm

Saturday: 9.00 - 2.00pm
Sunday: Closed

Tel: 01993 852001

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

DOMINO

Quality Menswear

44 Corn St. Witney
Tel: 01993 771413

FORMAL HIREWEAR EVERYTHING FOR THAT
SPECIALIST SPECIAL OCCASION

IMMEDIATE HIRE OF AGENTS FOR
Dinner Suits Highland Wear
Morning Suits Page Boy Suits
Lounge Suits

R. Cooper

THE STANDLAKE
GARAGE

Proprietor: Peter Saxel
153 Abingdon Rd, Standlake, Oxon OX8 7RR

Tel: 01865 300203

REPAIR AND
SERVICING TO ALL
MAKES OF CAR

(Collection and Delivery Service)

M.O.T. TESTING STATION - PETROL
DIESEL - ACCESSORY AND
CONFECTIONERY SHOP - TYRES,
BATTERIES & EXHAUST SYSTEMS
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
(Fitting free of charge when supplied)
WHEEL BALANCING
CRYPTON TUNING
COAL, PARAFFIN, BARBECUE FUEL

DON’T HESITATE TO
CALL US
ALWAYS HAPPY TO
ASSIST

BOJANGLES

Rosemary Lane, Bampton
01993 850850
All aspects of hairdressing
Woven Highlights + Perms
Gents & Children
Senior Citizen’s Days
Mondays 9-4, Tuesdays 9-5,
Wednesdays 9-4, Thursdays 9-7,
Fridays 9-5, Saturdays 9-2
Appointments not
always necessary

24-hour emergency breakdown service

Spare parts for most makes of vehicle from stock
Service exchange units (diffs, motors, steering boxes)
Replacement batteries and chargers

Body repairs and rebuilding facility

New and used vehicle sales department

Charger and battery service facility

Electronic control specialists

BUILDERS - PAINTERS - DECORATORS

CARPENTRY - JOINERY - GENERAL HELPERS

SPECIALISTS IN DRY STONE WALLING

¥ ¥k K X ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ *

@ -
Servicing
Problems sorted
Spyware eliminated
Upgrades & Advice

Tel: 01993 852220
Mob: 07960 953657

The Old Gasworks, Aston Road, Bampton
Oxon OX18 2AL
Phone/Fax 01993 851851

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

For Details Telephone WITNEY (01993) 850714/850025 4

(1418)
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District Council Report

By Mark Booty
West Oxfordshire District Council

Well it’s been a very busy summer
which I think will be remembered for
the floods in July.

The District Council distributed
40,000 Sandbags over a 4-day period
but such was the volume of water ( 6”
fell in about 14 hours) that Sandbags
were not enough. There were many
houses flooded in Bampton, Clanfield
and Black Bourton and despite the
fact this was an exceptional rainfall, it
highlighted the fact that we have to do
something about our ditches, drains
and other watercourses as a mater of
some urgency (something I have been
asking about for some time).

We distributed a flood relief grant of
a fixed £250 to all those houses which
were affected and applied for the
grant, and in addition there was a
hardship grant to those who were in
greater need because of particular
circumstances. It was essential that we
got this money out to people as soon
as possible and I hope we achieved
that.

The Parish Councils have been meet-
ing with District and the Environment
agency to sort out who is going to do
what in relation to drainage. During
these meetings it became apparent
that if we wait for the Environment
agency we may wait a rather long
time. The District decided to get
things moving and allocated £75,000
to undertake a survey of all the water-
courses in West Oxfordshire and iden-
tify who the owners are, and where
the pinch points are; we also allocated
a further £50,000 to start to get those
ditches and drains which are the re-
sponsibility of WODC cleared. In
addition we decided to make the
teams clearing our ditches available at
a very good rate to those landowners
whose ditches meet ours. This work is
now underway.

Some landowners have started to clear
their ditches.

We have told the Environment
Agency once again that when a Plan-
ning application comes forward they
must object if it will lead to flooding
issues elsewhere. The local planning
authority at WODC knows very well
that if we turn down an application

based on flooding without the support
of the Environment Agency, any ap-
peal from the applicant will be passed
by the planning inspector.

I am sorry to keep moaning about the
Environment Agency but a further
issue is that in reality until the main
watercourses are cleared, (brooks and
streams) then the clearing of the
ditches will only have a marginal ef-
fect. Within the Environment Agency
the Conservation and Fisheries lobby
object to mechanical clearance of the
watercourses in case it effects some
wildlife. It seems they would sooner
ruin a couple of hundred families
houses than endanger the water vole.
Anybody who witnessed the devasta-
tion to the wildlife in July should real-
ise that this Lobby actually contrib-
uted to a social disaster with people,
and devastated all sorts of wildlife.

In future there will also be better com-
munication from the District and
probably sandbags stored in the vil-
lages. WODC is actually only respon-
sible for a very limited amount of the
ditches and drains but will take the
lead on trying to reduce our risks of
any repeats of the July disaster.

In Bampton there are some schemes
likely to come forward for further

low-cost housing developments which
we need for local people and key
workers. We are particularly inter-
ested in exception sites. These are
areas of land which we would not
normally allow to be built on but are
allowed if they are in reasonable posi-
tions, ALL the houses are low cost
and ALL are for local people. These
should not be confused with schemes
which are partially low cost and par-
tially normal market (these cannot be
protected for local people.) These
schemes are welcomed but need to be
on land which is allocated for build-
ing, and generally that will mean
within the Village.

The Floods

A Personal View
By Fred Gray — Sub-Ed
No doubt there are many who blame
Global Warming for the July floods;
except that an ‘expert’ in the BBC
disagreed, since he said that Oxford-
shire suffered at least as bad flooding
in 1792 — yes 1792! What he meant to
say of course was, he couldn’t blame
man-made Global Warming — mind
you if we didn’t have the 1792 re-
cords he might well have tried! And
of course we have had many floods in
Oxfordshire over the years — see the
photo below of the floods on Morris
Dancing Day 1932! — so the fact that
we have good historical data might
have made it quite difficult for him to

claim otherwise in any case.

Climate Change might well be behind
some or all of these weather-related
disasters, but we are being told to
believe that Climate Change — i.e.
Global Warming - is man-made; and
no dissent is allowed.

Well, I’'m fed up with that.

The fact is that Climate Change has
been with us for millions of years;
probably billions of years.

Is it not a fact that in Roman England
to around 500AD, we were growing
vines and making wine in England —
even in the north of the country? This
suggests that the country was some-
what warmer then than it is today! In
fact we had a climate then in the south
of the country equivalent to today’s
French Riviera climate.

Is it not a fact that a few hundred
years ago, Ice Fairs were held on the
frozen Thames in London? This sug-
gests that it was colder a few hundred
years ago than now or in Roman
times.

In a recent BBC documentary ‘The
Story of India’ it was revealed that
there was a sophisticated civilisation
in the Indus Valley originating around
3000 years BC, but the cities — one of
which was Harappa which probably
had a population of around 200,000
souls - were abandoned around
1500BC. Why? Global Warming; the
monsoons got less strong, the rivers
dried up, and so the population moved
elsewhere — many towards to east to
form new civilisations along the
Ganges.

So Climate Change is nothing new.

In the Channel 4 documentary ‘The
Great Global Warming Swindle’, Al
Gore is shown, in his own documen-
tary, ‘An Uncomfortable Truth’, say-
ing that there is (rightly) a correlation
between the Earth’s temperature, and
the CO2 levels in the atmosphere.
However, what the C4 documentary
also points out, is what Al Gore does
not say: that the correlation is, that
CO2 levels in the atmosphere follow
the temperature of the Earth; they do
not /ead the temperature of the Earth.
The C4 documentary points out that
the temperature of the Earth is gov-
erned by the Sun, which has its own
cycles. Sometimes it heats up the
Earth, and during other periods of less
activity, the Earth cools. It’s the Sun
that causes climate change, not CO2,

and not humans. CO2 only constitutes
about 0.04% of the atmosphere! How
can such a small percentage govern
the climate on its own?

The problem is that certain scientists,
spurred on by environmentalists, have
caught the ears of certain politicians,
and now it is politically incorrect to
question the man-made Global Warm-
ing argument. And, it has got so bad
that in England it is compulsory for
schools to show Al Gore’s video; why
don’t they make it compulsory to
show the video with the other side of
the argument — ‘The Great Global
Warming Swindle’ — in order to give
the youngsters a balanced view? No,
no dissent is allowed, and that’s very
worrying. It’s also indoctrination of
our children, which I thought only
happened in dictatorships and com-
munist countries!

Billions of dollars are being poured
into man-made Global Warming re-
search. The scientists on the receiving
end of the money are hardly likely to
kill to goose that lays the golden egg,
so will continue to (try to) ‘prove’ that
Global Warming is man-made other-
wise the funding will dry up — and
they could be out of a job. The politi-
cians can then use the ‘results’ from
the scientists to tax us more. It’s a
vicious circle.

And why should we trust these scien-
tists? These are the scientists who told
us that, with the melting of the Artic
Ice Cap, sea levels would rise and we
would all need to buy new wellies!
Did they forget Archimedes’ Principle
which states that a body displaces its
own weight in water? We all learned
about it at school - or is this now sup-
pressed? The fact is that the Artic Ice
Cap is floating on water - there is no
land mass underneath - so it is already
displacing its own weight in the
ocean, and nothing is going to happen
to the sea levels if it melts.

These are the scientists who told us

two years ago that the Gulf Stream

was slowing down — with, they said,
potentially dire consequences for
Europe’s weather; but two months
ago, we were told that the latest data
didn’t support this conclusion! The
problem is that these scientists build
computer models to try and simulate
what will happen in the future. Their
models are only as good as the people
who build them, and the assumptions

made. They can produce vastly differ-
ent results depending on the assump-
tions and input data used; but we are
told that they are ‘accurate’! If they
are that accurate, why do the predic-
tions for the complete melting of the
Artic Ice Cap during the Northern
Hemisphere’s winter period range
from 16 years from today, to over 100
years from today? Not sure I would
trust any model which predicts such a
wide range in its results.
Our meteorologists use very similar
computer models, and they have great
difficulty predicting the weather any
more than 24 hours out! Do you trust
the weather forecast for a week in
advance? I don’t. So, why should the
man-made Global Warming models
be any more accurate? They are trying
to predict events 10, 20, 50 and 100
years from today! It’s nonsense.
And he first law of computing is:
‘Garbage in, Garbage out’!
Now, I’m not against cleaning up our
environmental act. I do not think we
have looked after our planet very
well. But this man-made Global
Warming issue is driving the wrong
behaviour. If we poured those billions
into dealing with the effects of our
ever changing climate, then we might
just get those flood defences that we
need — and which are long overdue.
Other countries might get earthquake,
volcano and tsunami warning sys-
tems; and others might get develop-
ment monies which would allow them
to develop their own industries taking
vast numbers of people out of pov-
erty. And for some, allow them to
stop the rape of the rain forests to
make way for oil palms whose prod-
uct is used to help reduce our choles-
terol levels!
With these billions, we could electrify
the railways and make them cleaner,
more efficient and more reliable.
We could develop hydrogen technolo-
gies for our vehicles and move away
from hydrocarbons.
We could provide more and better
public transport overall thus helping
to create a better environment.
But will anyone do anything?
Probably not; not unless some brave
commentator or politician starts to
really question the whole basis of the
man-made Global Warming argu-
ment; and I’m not confident that that
will happen any time soon!
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Dear Mrs Gray,

Thank you for kindly sending a copy
of the Bampton Beam material about
the War Memorial. I think Alec
Miller, the sculptor, must have made
at least a dozen carvings of St George,
but all the others I have seen have
involved much more static poses,
frequently with a lance impaling a
thoroughly dead dragon. This is the
only one I have seen, so far, where St
George is in the process of killing the
beast. Should you ever be in
Nottingham the Danish Church
carvings perhaps the biggest and best
of his carvings on this theme, in
coloured alabaster; also
commissioned as a War Memorial.

As I promised on the telephone I have
included a summary note about
Millers life. The Museum referred to
in Chipping Campden (The Court
Barn Museum), is definitely expected
to be open by early July. The other
thing the note doesn’t say is how
much work Miller did on the Oxford
Colleges—figures, gargoyles,
decorative work etc. When working in
Oxford he used the yard of W.H.
Axtell & Son. Sadly there are no
records, not even in the colleges of
exactly what work he did. Thank you
again for your help.

Yours sincerely

Graham Peek, Tenbury Wells.

See elsewhere for the article on Alec
Miller.

Dear Editor

As a local Business woman in
Bampton, I was delighted to be asked
to support the cost of the pretty
planters in the Market Square. They
are a terrific idea and really brighten
up the place. Since I believe that
courtesy costs nothing, and is one of
the fundamental things we can teach
the next generation, I would like to
lead by example and say ‘thank you,

Yours sincerely
Fiona Farmer —
Physiotherapy & Associates.

Bampton

Dear Editor

Despite the efforts of the Parish
Council to supply the village with
numerous dog bins and the publicity
given by the Beam on the subject, we
still have a hard core of dog owners
who choose to ignore their animals
fouling the village paths.

LETTERS AND E-MAILS
TO

THE EDITOR

From a personal standpoint I am sick
to death of picking up dog dirt from
the verge and path outside my
daughter’s home in Manor View. Not
only is it unfair on the other residents,
it is most unpleasant for passers by
including children.

Picking up dog excrement is not the
best job in the world but being a dog
owner it comes with the territory.
May be it is a case of the culprit dog
owners finding the mess too
unpleasant to handle, so if they would
kindly provide their names and
addresses I will willingly deliver the
products to their own front door for
disposal!

Yours sincerely

Peter Lloyd

Calais Dene

Editor Madam!

Don (Rouse) tells us that it is ten
years since he gave up the plough for
the pen. I recall he also told us a few
years ago his family came to live in
Bampton in 1943.

If I’'m around a bit longer Don, I’11 tell
you what it was like in the old village
15 years earlier, when we had 13
pubs, 4 butchers, 1 baker, and one
hurdle maker. Wonderful days I can
assure him. Anyhow Don, thanks for
those great contributions to the Beam
over those years. I have certainly
enjoyed every on.

May there be more to come.

Thank you

John Morton

Chippenham

Dear Editor

I would like to thank the young who
for the past six months have been
cleaning up the Market Square in the
evenings. Both the lengthsmen
provided by The Bampton Parish
Council and Oxfordshire County
Council have noticed how much
better it has been. I hope the young
will continue their good work and
more people will use the rubbish bins
around Bampton rather than dropping
their litter on the ground.

Jonathan Phillips

Lavender Square

Bampton

Dear Editor

Due to the generosity of those
mentioned below it was possible to
plant the tubs in The Market Square
with various varieties including
geraniums, white begonias, and blue
surfina petunias for the summer, to go
with the existing conifers, rock roses
and ivy. The summer is now over and
pansies, cyclamen and primulas have
now been planted, along with
wallflowers and red tulips for the
spring. Petty vandalism still occurs,
particularly in the tub by the Kebab
Van, but unlike Lechlade, where five
large tubs have been recently
overturned, the damage has only been
slight. The local Police Community
Support Officer has been informed
and said she would keep her eye out
for the vandals.

Those who have so generously
donated are as follows:

The Parish Council

A J Simmonds

The Earl of Donoughmore

Emmies Newsagents

Fiona Farmer Physiotherapy

Budgens

Noel Brampton

Mark’s Kitchen

Harrison’s Solicitors

Mr & Mrs Barrett — Post Office
Andrew Bowman

Thatchers

Patrick Staringe Butchers

Dear Editor

It’s a Flat Life

Living in a flat can be ideal if you are
single; it is a base to work from and
the surrounding area and people are
part of your environment. There can
be nothing worse than living alone in
a big house where there is little
contact with other people who may
have a family life and need very little
outside of their own four walls. While
you may be surrounded by and live in
'desirable  property' life  mainly
consists of doing the garden - who
for? - and going to the shops
occasionally to be with people and
buy a few groceries.

Once, for almost forty years, I lived in
a detached house. It was very nice
when I had a family but, one by one,
they all left in various ways and I
found myself alone. The view from
my computer chair consisted of my
car-on the block drive, some trees

through which I could see the house
over the dead end road; nothing
moved. I looked at this nice view year
in, year out. On a nice day there
would be a frantic session in the
garden trying to get rid of the
everlasting weeds and the number of
plants reduced on an annual basis as
they died off; there seemed little point
in buying more. I am no gardener and
there was nobody to share it with so
all it seemed very pointless.

One day something unusual happened
and I realised that I did not want to
live there anymore. Where did I want
to live and how did I want to live? I
did not want anything that had to be
maintained; certainly no garden. A
place that would be pleasant to live in
with some activity and near some
shops and maybe places to eat. I
began to search the internet for a two
bedroom flat not too far from where I
was living now. Within an hour I had
found what I was looking for - a two
bedroom flat in the centre of
Bampton. It was located in The
Square. A short drive in the car and I
was parked in Bampton, found the flat
and spent some hours looking around
the area, going in the shops and
reading the notices outside the nearby
village hall to see what was going on.
I liked what I found. The thing that
struck me the most was the lack of
graffiti; it all seemed civilised. I now
own that flat and the view from my
computer chair is the constant dance
of vehicles on the roundabout and
people going by. There are nice
people in the other flats and we are all
on holiday together.

A few things were not too clear before
I came. I knew there was a
maintenance fee, there is with most
flats, but I did not understand how it
worked. The residents own the
freehold, they all contributed to the
purchase, and each flat is leasehold.
Within a short while I became a
Director of the Residents Company
with the responsibility of looking after
the building and the garden. So, after
all, T still have a garden but I enjoy
doing this one.

I have been here a year now and the
detached house with the block drive is
long forgotten; I would not want it
back as life in a first floor flat in the
centre of Bampton is ideal for my
personality and lifestyle.

John Hardaker

Thornberry, Market Square

LETTERS AND E-MAILS

TO

THE EDITOR

Dear Editor

CHURCHILL 'HOSPITAL "

Sharron Foreshew Memorial Darts &
Bingo

We would like to thank everyone who
has supported us in raising money
over the past 2 years, in memory of
our mother Sharron Foreshew. We
have recently presented cheques for
£1000 to The Osler Unit at the
Churchill Hospital and £300 to the
Bampton Fire Service.

We hope you will continue supporting
the Easter Bingo and the February
darts competition which we plan to
hold annually in aid of the Bampton
Fire Service.

Once again, a very big Thank You to
everyone who has supported us, either
by donating prizes or by attending
these events. We feel sure Sharron
would be proud to know you have
raised so much money in her memory.
Alistair and Duncan Foreshew

Dear Editor

I've found a jewel - a tiny village
frozen in time. I've looked along its
chalky lanes and seen the beetle
browed thatch, low over cottage
doors. Newly boiled sheets, squeezed
through mangle, pegged on pole
propped lines above the even rows of
vegetables. Guiltily, I've peered
through cottage windows and saw the
chintzy chairs, the dark framed
pictures, the tick, tock, clock on the
mantlepiece.

A GWR van collects from the mill
and swans glide, sun dappled, in the
shady pond. Beside the paddock,
mother and children feed the horses
and their way winds up past fishpond
and chapel, past cottage gates and

farmyard barns where nose-bagged
cart horse munches lunch, eyeing the
half built ricks.

Sheep graze, high on the hill fort,
above the elm shaded farms that
nestle into fields of grain sweeping
down the Vale to the black skeleton
ribs of a narrowboat, forever
grounded in the reeds of the long aban
-doned canal. Did ever such peace
exist?

Wait ... what scatters the sheep? ..
what raises the rooks .... 7

Rattling, squealing, the gasping,
thumping engine struggles up the
grade striving for the tunnel mouth be
-yond the station 'neath the hill,
whistles, and is gone ...

its long train, click click, click click, of
wagons, click click, click click, taking
goods, click click, click click, to the
markets, click click ,click click, in the
city, click click, click click, far away,
click click, click click ...

dark portal swallows guard's van, red
lamp fades into the gloom ... a wisp of
smoke ...

peace rolls back into the Vale.

This is Pendon.Parva

A representation in miniature of life in
the Vale of White Horse during the
1920s and 1930s was the dream of
Australian, Roye England, who came
to the Vale in 1925 and fell in love
with it and with the GWR.

In the remaining seventy years of his
life, Roye was to capture in exquisite
detail, the buildings, the colours, the
materials and the lifestyle of an era
rapidly being overtaken by change.
He photographed and measured
buildings in The Vale of White Horse
and brought them together in the
miniature village of Pendon Parva.
Pendon features other scenes too; the
historic Madder Valley Railway and
the rolling wastes of Dartmoor,
including a stunning replica of one of
Brunei's timber viaducts.

Staffed by volunteers and featuring
live commentaries, Pendon is at Long
Wittenham, near to Abingdon and
Didcot. It is open most Saturdays and
Sundays from 2pm and there's a
teashop in the museum. For more
details about opening times and
special events, visit their website at
www.pendonmuseum.com

Linnet Sangwine

Church Street

Bampton
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PELLMANS

Solicitors
1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxon OX29 4TB

Business and Employment Law

Divorce - Finances, Children & Cohabitation
disputes

Property - Residential and Commercial

Wills, Probate and Trusts

Tel: 01865 884400
Fax: 01865 884411

Evening surgery at North Leigh by appointment

Simple,
Straightforward
Advice

Buying double-glazing need not be complicated! Let us
advise you on windows, doors, conservatories, patio
doors, sash windows and secondary glazing - no pressure,

no obligation.
Timber, Aluminium, PVCU.

Call 01865 324920

E-mail: info@oxforddoubleglazing.com
www.oxforddoubleglazing.com

[ 1]:)
DOUE NZING

Established 1964

ATTENTION| FENSA

Showroom:

!
citizens
whoever you are (G L A (4=
whatever the problem \QRSAUEEELY

Helping, Challenging, Fulfilling
That’s life at West Oxfordshire
Citizens Advice Bureau. If you have
some time on your hands and would
like to make a real difference to
people’s lives, we would like to hear
from you. We mneed Volunteer
Advisers and Volunteer Advice
Support Workers at our Chipping
Norton and Witney offices. Please call
Liz Pride on 01993 892062 for more
information or to make an
appointment.

Charity Number: 1092539

Do You Want To Make A

Difference?

Victim Support is an independent
voluntary organisation for crime
victims, witnesses, their families and
friends. Together with Victim Support
areas across the country we provide
services and promote the rights of
people affected by crime. Our service
is delivered by trained volunteers who
help us in a variety of ways. Some
volunteers work for the community
side of the service while others
support victims and witnesses in the
crown and magistrates’ courts. Also
we are looking for people who might
want to help us with fund-raising or
administration. If you are interested
and would like to know more please
contact Area Office, 45 the Slade,
Headington, Oxford OX3 7HL.Tel:
01865 751511/12.

VOLUNTEER
LINK-UP

Maybe Volunteer Link Up Can

Are you the organiser or leader of a
group that’s in need of help?
Volunteer Link Up is the Volunteer
Centre for West Oxfordshire,
recruiting people with time to spare to
help people and organisations in need
of assistance. We can advertise, free
of charge, any voluntary role on the
National Volunteering Database, DO-
IT, and we also keep details in the
office of local opportunities available
for volunteers.

The Bampton Beam
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As mentioned above, we also recruit
people with time to spare to help local
people — by driving them to
appointments, visiting isolated
members of the community in their
homes or doing shopping for them, or
by doing simple DIY jobs and
gardening.

If you think Volunteer Link Up can
help you, or if you want to help out in
your local community, call us on
01993 776277. Our office is open,
Monday to Friday, 9a.m — 1p.m and
we’re based at the Methodist Church
Centre, 10 Wesley Walk (off High
Street), Witney, OX28 6ZJ. We can
also be contacted by email at
westoxonvb@freeuk.com. You can
also find out more by visiting our
website, which is westoxonvb.org.uk.

For The Over 60s

Did you know that as a resident of
Oxfordshire, when you reach 60, you
are entitled to a Bus Pass? Your Sub-
Ed is now the proud owner of one -
and is using it!

The free fare Bus Pass can be used on
weekdays, from 9.00am onwards, and
there are no time restrictions at
weekends or bank holidays.

The pass may be used on bus services
operating in Oxfordshire,
Gloucestershire, Warwickshire, and
Wiltshire providing the journey
starts or finishes within the West
Oxfordshire District Council area.
The pass may also be used on
journeys starting from Oxford city
centre to any of the Oxford hospitals.
All you have to do is pop in to the
WODC Shop on Welch Way in
Witney, with proof of your age, two
passport size photographs, and proof
of your address — a utility bill will do
— and you can get yourself organised;
they will issue you with your Bus Pass
straight away.

And from 1* April 2008, we will be
able to use the Bus Pass to go
anywhere in England! The limitations
are not yet fully known, but a day at
the seaside free is certainly on the
cards!

If you don’t want a Bus Pass then you
can have either National Transport
Tokens — worth £31.00 - or a Senior
Railcard.

Again the WODC Shop will organise
them for you — I must say the staff
there are very helpful.

City & Guilds

— S.]. COOPER —
General Builders

ROSEBROOK, ASTON ROAD, BAMPTON,
OXON OX18 2AF

Office: 01993 850103 Mobile: 07747 612826

All Building Aspects Covered

Including

Design and Build
FREE ESTIMATES

& Specialist Computer Repatr

Established Works?

& New PC Systems & Upgrades

Relaxed s

: Broadband, w:reiess & Anti-virus

Broadband shay and cles

&

& Business Support

Network/Server support & maintenance
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‘The Bampton We Have Lost’
by Lloyd Hughes Owens

This popular book was recently re-
printed in an updated format with the
addition of many new photographs.
Anyone interested in where they live
will find it an invaluable source of
information. It would make a most
suitable gift whether the recipient has
lived in Bampton all their life or has
only recently come here. An ideal
present too for members of the family
who have moved away. Copies are
available at £15 from Emmies or The
RobertVesey Room at The Library;
or contact Jonathan Phillips: Tel:
850321

Bampton Junior Church
BJC)

The children from Bampton School
and the village are welcomed to
Bampton Junior Church on a Sunday
morning.
We run from 10.45am — 11.25am in
the Bush Centre. Children usually
come to the church where they listen
to the first part of the service and then
we troop down to the Bush Centre
where we have lots of fun reading
bible stories, singing songs and doing
art and crafts.
At 11.25am we march back up to
church where we join the congrega-
tion for drinks.
BJC runs every Sunday except for the
third Sunday in the month when it is
family service.
Why not come along and see what we
do?

Clanfield Historical Society
By David Slack

During the 2006 to 2007 year we
started off in October with an enter-
taining talk from Don Rouse on life in
Bampton. This was followed by inter-
esting talks on the History of Hook
Norton, the Battle of Agincourt,
Shops & Shopping in Medieval Eng-
land, a History of Television and the
Battle of Bleinheim. The season was
rounded off with a river cruise from
Lechlade and a meal at the Plough in
Clanfield.
This year’s programme is:
November 20" Tin Helmets & Gas
Masks — the Home Front, Martin Way
February 19" The Great Household
in Medieval England, Elizabeth Gem-
mell

NOTICE
BOARD

March 18™ Saints & Shrines in Me-
dieval Oxfordshir, Tim Porter

April 15® Oxford Castle, Mark Da-
vies

May 20® Details to be confirmed
June 17" AGM & Annual Dinner at
the Plough

Due to flood damage at the Carter
Institute the meeting on November
20" will take place in the Barn at the
Windmill Conference Centre. We are
hopeful that we will return to the In-
stitute for the February 2008 meeting.
All meetings are at 7:30pm with a
chance to enjoy a drink and a chat
afterwards. Why not come along and
sample one? New members are wel-
come - the society is convivial, inter-
esting and social. Everyone is wel-
come, and if, at the end of the eve-
ning, you feel your time has been well
spent, annual membership is £12.50
(and free for anyone under 21).

For further details call David Slack:
Tel: 810228 or Raena Farley: Tel:
810604.

The Bush Club Needs You!
At the moment we are very short of
general helpers. If you could give an
hour or two once a month we would
be more than grateful.

Drivers: Once a fortnight for % an
hour in the morning at 9.45am, or %
an hour in the afternoon at 1.45pm.

Cooks: Approximately once every 5

weeks from 9.45 to 1pm

General Helpers: From 9am -
1.45pm on alternate weeks. Times to
suit individuals.

Anybody willing to help, please con-
tact: Fenella Gray Tel: 01993
851653 or Veronmica Baker Tel:
01993 851040.

Bampton Baby & Toddler

Group

We meet in the Village Hall every
Thursday between 10am - 11.45am.
We provide toys, slide, singing and
drinks and biscuits for children 0 to
Pre-school. For more information
contact Angela Irvin, Tel: 01993
210096.

Dial-a-Ride
The Dial-a-Ride service is a door to
door minibus service for those who
are unable to use or find it difficult to
use public transport, such as elderly
or disabled people. Drivers are
trained to administer first aid and to
assist wheelchair users and people
with mobility problems.
The Dial-a-Ride service is available
between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Mon-
day to Friday. There is a charge for
the Dial-a-Ride service and places
need to be booked in advance. The
Council's Bus Pass or Transport To-
kens can be used on this service.
For more details about the service
including information on cost, what
areas are covered and what type of
journey the service can be used for,
see the Dial-a-Ride leaflet where you
can find an application for registering
to use the service.

Wednesday Dec 12®
Saturday Dec 15
Saturday Dec 15

Carterton Lions Club
Father Christmas with his sleigh and helpers will be
visiting the following locations on the dates shown:

Friday Nov 30 Switching on of Carterton Lights
Monday Dec 3™ Shilton Park, Carterton
Wednesday Dec 5™ Glenmore Estate. Carterton
Friday Dec 7% Shillbrook Ave. Carterton
Sunday Dec 9™ Burford Garden Centre

Monday Dec 10™ Brize Norton & Bampton

Burford Rd. Carterton
Burford High St. (am)
Shilton Park Carterton (pm)
Brize Norton Filling Station
Wycombe Way, Carterton

Sunday Dec 16

Monday Dec 17®

Thursday Dec 20 Minster Lovell
Saturday Dec 22™ Alvescot Rd. Carterton
Monday Dec 24® Co-op Store. Carterton

To book a place on Dial-a-Ride, or for
more information, Tel: 01865
876176.

Bampton Drop-In

Held at the Methodist Chapel every
Monday from 12pm, where all are
welcome. Don’t suffer those Monday
blues. When you’ve done your wash-
ing up don’t just put your feet up with
a cup of tea. Instead, why not come
and join us at this local facility for a
very reasonably priced lunch, where
you will be served by a dedicated
band of country cooks. You can enjoy
a warming bow!l of home-made soup,
something on toast or a cheesy baked
potato, followed by home-made cake,
cheese and biscuits, tea and coffee.

So come along and enjoy this friendly
informal gathering where you will
very soon want to make it a regular
date in your diary.

Cancer Research UK
Wednesday 21* November
Pre-Christmas Bingo
Friday 7™ December
Quiz
All these events will be held in the
Village Hall Bampton
Friday 21* December
Country & Western Dance
Carterton Social Club
For more information contact Mrs
Doris Cleaver, Tel:850682.

Old Birthday Cards

Over £3000 was given to charities
from the cards we sold in 2006 so
many thanks for all your support. The
cards are now made by Lizann
Murray Clarke. Lizann still needs
your old cards after you have enjoyed
them, so that she can continue to recy-
cle them into re-saleable items.

Please continue to leave them at 3
Broad Street or The Vesey Room and
also the Cotton Club where they are
for sale.

Online Directory
for Children, Young People
and Families

www.oxfordshireservicesdirectory.or
g.uk is an online directory of services
for children young people and fami-
lies in Oxfordshire. The new, easy to
use, directory provides up to date de-
tails of organisations and their ser-
vices. Information can be found on
parenting and family support, coun-
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selling, schools, health centres, local
advice and voluntary sector organisa-
tions, help lines and much more.

For more information or help using
the directory contact Oxfordshire
Children’s Information Service Tel:
08452 262636; enquir-
ies@oxoncis.org.uk.

Spread the word ...
Book banks, provided by the Salva-
tion Army, are the latest addition at
six of the recycling centres across
West Oxfordshire. This means resi-
dents can recycle their books along-
side textiles, shoes, plastics, cans,
paper, cardboard and glass.
Books banks can be found at:
e Guildenford Road car
park,Burford
e Co-op, Black Bourton
Road,Carterton
e New Street car park,Chipping Nor-
ton
e Back Lane car park, Eynsham
e Sainsbury’s, Witan Way, Witney

e Welch Way car park, Witney
Good quality books are resold, whilst
other books may be sent abroad to
help education programmes. Paper-
back books unsuitable for resale will
be recycled into newsprint.

WANT TO STAY ACTIVE?
THEN COME ALONG & JOIN
A NEW
EXERCISE CLASS
(for the over 50s)

This Class will run as a Standing
Class from Friday 2™ November
1.30pm to 2.30pm at
The Fellowship Centre
Cote Road
Aston

Only £2.50 per Session

If you would like more information
on this class please contact
Sue Hayman (tutor)
Tel: 01993 822781
Mobile: 07745 5013364

AGE CONCERN OXFORDSHIRE
CITY & COUNTY

Registered Charity No. 1091529

JOHN TOWNSEND

Driver Training

Protessional Tuition

in

Manual-Automatic-Trailers

Dual Controlled Cars

at

AFFORDABLE PRICES
Telephone: 01993 851754

Mobile: 07930 522759
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MARTIN DREW

F S S Ch, DipPodMed, M B Ch A
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST
Established 1991

Treatment for: Ingrown nails, Fungal Conditions, Verruca, Foot Odour, Callus Corns, Bun-
ions, Walking Disorders. Also Orthosics & Insoles for Arch Problems.

PHONE FOR APPOINTMENTS
0800 0277937 Or 01993 851130

HEALTH PROFESSIONS COUNCIL REGISTERED NO: CH 19287

Your Local Practioner

SICK WASHING MACHINE BAMPTON FAX

POORLY COOKER?
- BUREAU

APPLIANCE DOCTOR Call in and send a fax message or
IS ask for details of special schemes

“ON CALL” g
Emmie’s
TELEPHONE FOR

FREE ESTIMATE OR NEWSAGENTS
ADVICE /5 Bridge St. Bampton

WITNEY 705947 - Tel: 850467

Evening and Weekend Calls at NO Extra Cost Newspapers delivered anywhere in
Comprehensive Stock of Parts Bampton

The Leofric Smith

Welding Services

Specialist & General Repairs & Fabrication.

Specialist in all Aluminium repair work
Titanium, TIG, MIG, Stainless steel
Decorative Garden & Home wrought iron
Qualified C & G 201, Part 1 & 2-229
Batchwork - all at Competitive Pricing
No job too small, friendly service

Tel/Fax: Luke Newman
01993 852355

or

Mobile: 07789 538466

<P ‘m
DANETREE

VETERINARY SURGEONS

Lifelong care, for Lifelong friends

01367 2427117
14 Coxwell Road
FARINGDON
Ozxon SN7 7TEZ

01235 770221

Elms Farmhouse
Grove Rd, Grove
Wantage OX12 7PD

www.danetreevets.co.uk

HEALINGWITH
-HOMOEOFATHY -

Winter blues?

Nccd aboost of ene to get
rgytog
you througlw the
Christmas festivities?

[Low energies and chrcssion can
bring

illness in their wake.

Refresh your energies

and inner sunshine to

carry you through the darker clays.

MARGARET CHANTER
~01993 851675 -

Kegistered, Member of
T he 5ocict:‘y of, /"/omocopat/:s
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COTTONS - LINENS - LAWNS

SALE

27th December - 5th January

Market Square
Bampton

OX1L 2JH

07993 85122
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Grange

Photographic
01367 810452

Call Caroline for
*Passport Photos - 25 for £15%
Weddings
Portraits
Commercial
Copies, enlargements
and restoration of your treasured photographs
www.grangephotographic.com

Thinking of a Cruise?

If you are interested in short cruises,
longer cruises, or even world cruises,
why not try Fred. Olsen Cruises?

The ships are modern, not too large,
and each has a friendly atmosphere.
And we have a local, Witney-based
agent, in the person of Dennis Pizzey,
whio can get you some great deals.

So, if you are interested, please call him
on: Tel: 01993 868688, or email him
on: dennis.pizzey@btinternet.com

Aston Repair Depot
The Square,
Aston.

All Makes of Vehicles
Serviced & Repaired.
Competitive Rates.
M.o.Ts Arranged.
Free Winter or
Summer Checks.
Free Collection &
Delivery Service.
Servicing to
Manufacturers
Warranty On All
Makes.

Call Andy on
(01993) 850305

The Romany Inn

Bridge Street, Bampton
01993 850237 / 01993 852546

A Fine OId Hostelry
Bar

Relax over a drink in pleasant
surroundings in our L-shaped
bar, with its oak beams, and

friendly atmosphere.
Real ales always available

Accommodation
The Romany Inn boasts a range
of excellent accommodation. All
ensuite. All have coffee and tea

making facilities, and colour TV.
Full English breakfast included

Restaurant
Enjoy a meal in our dining room.
Wide choice of menu, including
vegetarian, and homemade daily
specials.

Garden
Large enclosed garden with Aunt
Sally and play area for children.
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Bampton Classical Opera

by Jeremy Gray

Previewing Bampton Classical Op-
era’s 15" season and the UK premiere
production of a wonderful eighteenth-
century musical setting of Romeo and
Juliet, The Independent newspaper
warned on Thursday 19" July that
“Getting there isn't easy, and when
you do, you have to brave the ele-
ments — if it's raining, the show moves
to the church.” Prophecy in-

deed! Final rehearsals took place that
week as planned on the open-air stage

quickly gathered, and Roger from the
Cotton Club stepped to the rescue by
rigging up an electric light running
from his car battery parked outside the
Church porch: thus was the conductor
Matthew Halls - who suddenly found
himself replacing the stranded orches-
tra and playing from a complex or-
chestral score on the church piano —
adequately illuminated. Few will
forget the extraordinary occasion, and
the almost equally problematic per-

eventually concluded in September in
St John’s Smith Square, London — 2
performance rated as four-star by The
Independent. In addition, Bampton
Classical Opera toured a Haydn opera
to four different venues, culminating
with a wonderful private performance
in the delightful theatre at Buscot Park
to entertain the guests at the Diamond
Wedding anniversary party of Sir
Charles Mackerras who, at 81, is still
rated as one of the world’s very top
conductors. A memorable season
indeed!

Next summer will see performances
of Leonora, a passionate and dramatic
escape story set at the time of the
French Revolution. But before then
there’s the always delightful Christ-
mas concert to mark Bampton’s pa-
tron saint Beornwald on Friday 21%
December. Once again St Mary’s
church will be illuminated by candles
(intentionally, this time) and the mu-
sic will be all by Vivaldi. The big
attraction will be one of the most
popular classics, The Four Seasons,
with superb Oxfordshire violinist
Camilla Scarlett as soloist. Watch out
for posters, and tickets on sale at the
Cotton Club.

Romeo and Juliet (Mark Chaundy and Joana Seara)
with costumes by Pauline Smith

in the beautiful Deanery Garden: the
Stage Manager ran to Budgens to buy
sunscreen for the cast, and Victorian
costumes topped by sunhats made an
unlikely spectacle. But then, as we all
know, the rain started, and within a
few hours on Friday Bampton was
marooned and many residents were
engaged in a desperate battle against
the rising floods.

But the show must go on! Fortunately
all the singers — professionals of
course, who come from all over Eng-
land - were staying in Bampton for
the week, but half of the visiting or-
chestra found the roads impassable as
did, on the Friday, most of the audi-
ence. To make matters worse, dra-
matic bangs an hour before the per-
formance signalled a complete power-
cut. Hundreds of candles were

formance the following evening. The
funeral procession which opens Act 3,
with black-clad monks carrying the
body of Juliet in her shimmering
silk wedding dress, proved unbearably
intense in the Gothic gloom of St
Mary’s. But this was certainly Romeo
and Juliet with a difference — in this
non-Shakespearian  version  Juliet
wakes in the tomb just in time to pre-
vent Romeo committing suicide —
and, at that very moment (no lighting
engineer could have organised it bet-
ter!) electric power was suddenly re-
stored to the church — no wonder Ro-
meo’s next line was “oh God!”.
These Bampton performances were
part of a national tour which had
opened the previous week at the pres-
tigious Buxton Festival in the glorious
Buxton Opera House, and which

CHRISTMAS SALE

Lesley Williams — Pottery
Anna Lever — Ceramic Sculpture

Open Weekend
November 30®
December 1% and 2™
10.30am — 5pm
ALL WELCOME
Stenton Cottage, 3 Bridge Street,
Bampton

Tel: 01993 851963

Macmillan Nurses
Macmillan Cancer Support
needs the next generation of
helpers from Bampton and

- surrounding villages.
The Bampton area has raised
thousands of pounds in the past.
Can YOU help MACMILLAN in

Bampton ?
Please contact
Mrs Margaret Mills-Denton
Mobile 07921399035
Tel:01367 242716
(after 8pm)

S—
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Alec Miller: 1879 — 1961

Alec Miller was born and grew up in
Glasgow. He was the son of a cabinet-
maker and one of a family of six. The
family home was part of a tenement
block. He left school at the age of 12
and was apprenticed in the woodcarving
workshop of Mrs Mackay. She not only
oversaw his training (which included
courses in anatomy and modelling at the
Glasgow School of Art), but also acted
as a mentor to him, helping to widen his
reading and acquainting him with the
Arts and Crafts movement. In particular
she introduced him to the writings of
C.R. Ashbee who had estab-
lished a Guild of Handicraft
in Whitechapel in accor-
dance with his ideas about
the conditions of work and
education for craftsmen. The
idea of being part of a coop-
erative Guild appealed to
Miller and so, in 1902, with
Mrs Mackay’s recommenda-
tion he visited the Guild and
was offered the position in
charge of the carving and
modelling department after
the Guild had moved to
Chipping Campden in
Gloucestershire, which it was
in the process of completing.
The Guild closed in 1908,
but Miller continued to live
and work in Chipping Camp-
den until 1939 when he emi-
grated to America. In the
early years most of his work
was ecclesiastical, with ma-
jor commissions in Calne
Parish Church, Wiltshire;
and Urswick Parish Church,
Cumbria. He did rather less
modelling work, the best examples be-
ing in the Coronation Hall in Ulverston.
After the First World War the church
work tended to be linked with War Me-
morials, the two outstanding examples
being a large painted St. Michael and
much other work for the old Coventry
Cathedral (sadly all destroyed in the
Blitz); and Montreal Cathedral.

In 1898 Miller saw in an exhibition in
Glasgow Art Gallery two small heads
carved in pearwood by the great Ger-
man mediaeval sculptor Tilman Rie-
menschneider. They had a profound

effect on him and were a great inspi-
ration when he began to make portrait
sculptures himself. He eventually
estimated he had carved well over two
hundred portrait sculptures, both in
the UK and later in America. These
sculptures show not only great techni-
cal skill but also the ability to express
character and personality. Miller ex-
hibited at the Royal Academy
throughout the 1920s, however he
made only a very few sculptures
which were neither ecclesiastical nor
portrait, and so was never given the

same critical attention as that received
by, for instance, Henry Moore or Bar-
bara Hepworth.

Throughout his life Miller was a vora-
cious reader with a very enquiring
mind, an outstanding memory, and
who took pleasure and profit from
debate with colleagues. In particular
he benefited from living in the Guild
with Ashbee. They not only discussed
many topics at great length but
Ashbee also had a great many con-
tacts, many of whom he brought to
Campden either as friends or to give

talks to the Guildsmen. From about
the end of the First World War Miller
became a popular lecturer both in
Britain and in America where he had
first travelled in order to fulfill carv-
ing commissions. He was nominated
for the Slade Professorship at Oxford
which indicates the regard in which he
was held as carver, speaker and
teacher - he had begun teaching at the
Guild and developed this both to
classes and to individuals - many peo-
ple refer to his sympathetic and
friendly teaching.

Miller married in 1909 and
eventually had three children.
The whole family emigrated to
America in 1939. He continued
to visit this country and eventu-
ally died here on a visit in
1961. He is buried in Kent in
the graveyard of the church
where he was married in 1909.

Miller regarded himself as a
craftsman sculptor rather than
an artist sculptor; as being in
the tradition of “the artist as a
master crafisman”. A brochure
from the Washington D.C.
Society of Fine Arts says: “No
other artist since the sixteenth
century has brought the tech-
nique of sculpture in wood to
such perfection”.

Miller’s work is to be found in
many parts of this country in
many churches, some private
houses and the portrait sculp-
tures are very widespread. The
museum in Cheltenham has
some excellent examples of his
work. From 2007 the Guild of
Handicraft Trust will be open-
ing a museum in which some of his
work will be seen within the context
of all the other aspects of the Guild's
work, e.g. furniture, silversmithing,
wrought iron, printing and bookbind-
ing, etc.

Free use of the Archive database is
available in the Vesey Room during
exhibition opening times, so do come
and see this exhibition and also have a
look to see what pictures we have of
your street — family — favourite pub or
whatever, and if you can’t find any,
then donate some!
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Bampton Garage

Local Friendly and Professional Service

Phone George on 01993 851947
Mobile 07768 912821

Servicing Tyres

Repairs Exhausts

Clutches Engine Diagnostics
Brakes MOTs Prepared &
Welding Arranged

Air Con Glass Repairs

All makes and models of cars, vans, campers and motor homes
Petrol and Diesel

The Coach House_ __

College Farm
Bridge Street
Banpton

What a great Summer we have had
with the SPAJERS. In the last ‘Beam’
I was talking about our concern of not
having many committee members
available to help out at the Donkey
Derby and pleaded for volunteers.
Well you obviously took notice of this
‘Pleading Farmer’ as we were inun-
dated with volunteers. We had people
to run the stalls, sell tickets, help set
up the Marquee, the Stalls, as well as
helping us to clear up at the end of the
day. So a big ‘thank you’ to you all.
The Bampton Archive had a stall pro-
moting their work, and at the same
time they had a camera on the go,
recording the proceedings for poster-
ity. I have seen a DVD copy and it is
fantastic; it certainly caught the mood
of the day, with people enjoying
themselves having not a care in the
world, and the children having a
whale of a time running back to their
parents asking for more money! It’s
well worth the £5.00 asking price, and
at the same time you will be making a
contribution to the St Mary’s Roof
Fund.

One story that I must tell you about,
though I know the person concerned
would not be happy if I named him,
was that when we came to lock up the
Bush Centre we noticed that a win-
dow had been broken during the day.
The pane of glass that was broken was

SPAJERS News

By Don Rouse

right by the handle which meant that
it was impossible to secure the build-
ing. What can you do at a time like
that? Bank Holiday Monday, seven
o’clock in the evening? All we could
think of was to turn to a Bampton
Glazier and hope that he wouldn’t
charge ‘bank holiday rates’. Needless
to say he was marvellous, he came
straight away, did the job and never
charged us a penny! Thanks Bob - by
the way when are you going to do
another Parachute Jump?

In all we made a total of £3000
profit; thank you all so much for your
efforts, whether it was in helping or
just coming along. Through your ef-
forts we shall be able to maintain our
treats to all our senior citizens. Over
850 people attended — a record.

I cannot let the report on the Donkey
Derby close without expressing our
grateful thanks to the Bampton Sur-
gery for providing us with Medical
cover for all our events, I don’t think
their services were called upon, but it
is always reassuring to have them
there. A necessary requirement of our
insurers.

The Wednesday after the Donkey
Derby we were able to take two coach
loads of our members to Bourne-
mouth for the annual outing. If there
is such a thing as a perfect day, then
we had it! The weather was good and
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MUMMERS 2007

The Bampton Mummers will be maintaining their Christmas tradition perform-
ing on Christmas Eve around the Town. Should you wish them to perform at
your party please contact Don Rouse on 01993 850938 who will do his best to
accommodate you. Most people with young children obviously prefer the earlier
slots, whilst older groups prefer later in the evening, which makes it fine for or-
ganising. It is very difficult to fit every one in, but with a bit of ‘give and take’
on all sides it usually works out very well. With all the wonderful hospitality that
the Mummers receive they sometimes run late, so it is very difficult to get it per-
fect, but we try. The Mummers objective is to maintain this wonderful Bampton
tradition, to entertain people at this joyous time - and to make as much money as
possible for the SPAJERS! What you might call Junketing. They can start their
programme as early 5pm and they finish at about 11.30pm in the Pubs. The cost
of a performance is a donation to the SPAJERS put into the Mummers collecting
box which will be passed around.

All the Mummers need from you is a ‘room to rhyme this merry Christmas
Time’ and of course enough room for St George in shining armour to slay the
horrible Turkish Knight in your house - don’t worry there is an incredible
‘Quack Doctor’ on hand to see that it all ends well.

Book early to avoid disappointment!

the sea was warm, though I did not
see any of our members in there.
We do realise that the outing only
serves a small portion of our mem-
bers, as many can’t travel at all, or
certainly not long distances, so we are
working on that aspect. I know that a
party like the one we held for the Mil-
lennium would be very popular, but
until the powers that be can provide
Bampton with a big enough centre
that can accommodate more than 100
people then we are stuck. The cost of
hiring Marquees that could accommo-
date 200+ would be astronomical! But
we haven’t given up yet and are still
working on the concept of having all
our members under one roof for a
party with local entertainment.
The qualification for being a member
of the SPAJERS is that you must have
lived in Bampton or Lew for a mini-
mum of six months and have reached
the national pension age.
We rely upon you the general public
to keep us informed of those who
qualify to become a member, but first
you must get their permission. We
also rely on you to keep us informed
if someone has moved on, whether to
another Town or another ‘place’. We
apologise if our information is not up
to date and that you receive an invita-
tion to a loved one who has passed on;
we certainly do not wish to offend, so
please keep us informed. You can
contact Jeff on Tel: 850643, he is the
keeper of the membership list.
Our next two big events will have
happened by the time that you are
reading this. That is the bonfire night
celebration and Josie’s Draw which
always turns out to be a night to re-
member. As I write this Josie, her
friends and family are ‘beavering’
away at getting prizes together and
selling tickets. Last year they raised
over £730.00; let’s hope that she can
do it again.

Dates for your 2008 Diary:
April — Quiz night. Date TBA
Sat 4 May — Village Garage Sale
Sat 24 May — Shirt Race
Mon 25 August — Donkey Derby
Wed 27 August — Outing
Who said that we don’t plan ahead?!!

Well done to all the committee
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News from Bampton C of E Primary School
By Alison Bardsley

The end of term didn’t quite end as
planned!
Friday 20" July 2007 was the Victo-
rian Open Day. All the children and
teachers attended the school dressed
as Victorians. Parents and Carers were
welcomed into the school during the
morning to look at the children at
work. Reception and Year One were
having a washday using a mangle and
soap.
The other classes were using chalk-
boards and learning the basics. The
children came dressed in many differ-
ent outfits including a few chimney
sweeps who came straight to school,
after being out all night cleaning
chimneys, with their faces still very
dirty.
The children had to be sent home
early as the flooding started and un-
fortunately the school experienced
damage to the Computer suite and
three of the classrooms plus the main
corridor.
We did manage to hold a Leavers’
Assembly for Year six pupils and
parents on Wednesday 25™ July 2007,
when the Year 6 children had the
chance to say goodbye to their teach-
ers and receive their books.
Over the summer holidays the flood-
damaged classes were repaired and
had new carpet laid ready to welcome
the children back on Wednesday 5%
September 2007. The children looked
very smart and the Reception class
welcomed 20 new children.
With all the children back in and set-
tled the Sports Day was held. This had
been cancelled due to the rain in July.
The children enjoyed working to-
gether in their teams and to every-
one’s relief the sun shone. After-
wards the children all enjoyed the ice-
lollies, kindly donated by FOBS, to
say well done.

New Term — New Ideas
The new term welcomed some new
opportunities for the children in
Bampton School.

French

All the children throughout the school
are now learning French. Up until
now this has only been available to
Key Stage 2 but it was decided that all

the children should enjoy learning a
language. Even the youngest children
in Reception are learning French
songs and greetings such as
“Bonjour”.

Brass Instruments
The school had the opportunity to
purchase a set of Brass Instruments.
As they are only suitable for the older
children it was decided that all chil-
dren in Mrs Newman’s class should
be given the opportunity to learn. We
have baritones, trombones and cornets
— as you can imagine there is now a
wonderful noise coming from the
class!!
All children from Year Two upwards
are being given the opportunity to
play an instrument as part of the cur-
riculum. As well as the brass instru-
ments, the children are learning to
play the recorder and the ocarina. The
next music assembly should be great
fun!
The choir is also a popular after
school activity and they perform at the
music assembly and also visit the
Bush Centre to entertain the Senior
Citizens.

Extra Activities

Bampton School is very lucky to be
able to offer a wide range of after
school clubs and a big thank you is
due to the parents and staff who help
run them. Netball, football, hockey,
art, choir and a special yoga class are
among the clubs available for children
age 4-7.

lighting, bubble tubes and tactile toys,
particularly aimed at children with
special needs but all under 5’s are
welcome on board and should be ac-
companied by an adult.

For more information please contact
Trudy on 07765 665199 or call the
Oxfordshire Rural Children’s Cen-
tre Project team Tel: 01865 456742.

Bampton

Pre-school News
By Alexandra Miller
Staff News
The new school term has seen a few
changes at Pre-School. The end of
Summer Term was a slightly damp
(although thankfully not flooded!)
affair and despite the School being
closed we managed an impromptu
leavers party to say farewell and good
luck to all the children going up to
Bampton Primary Reception Class.
We have also said goodbye to Clair
Howe who has moved on to pastures
new after her maternity leave finished
at the end of term. Clair was a fantas-
tic member of staff and extremely
popular with all the children at Pre-
School. We wish her all the very best
for the future. We are delighted to
report that Sally Govier and Clare
Kemsley joined us as permanent
members of staff from September,
having been employed as maternity
cover since January.
Recycling

We are having a busy Autumn Term
at Pre-School with visits to the Post
Office and Library already under our
belts! Many thanks to all the Bampton

VILLAGE NATIVITY & CAROLS

Thursday, 20" December
Follow Mary & Joseph and the donkey as they journey through the
village. Catch up with the shepherds and wise men (who you may
recognise!) as they follow the star.
Will there be room at the Inn?
The Horseshoes? The Romany? The Talbot? Or perhaps the Mor-
ris Clown?
Come and sing carols to help them on their way.
Don't miss this very special evening which starts from
St Mary's at 6.45 p.m.
Money raised will be for the SPAJERS & The Primary School

businesses who take the time to show
us around; it is greatly appreciated by
both staff and children. We will, in
fact, be calling on all members of the
Bampton Community to help us in a
new project. We have teamed up with
a company called Recycool who will
reimburse us for the amount of old
mobile phones and used printer car-
tridges we collect. This is not only a
great fundraising opportunity but also
gives the children first hand experi-
ence of recycling and thus increases
their awareness of green issues. If you
have any old phones or cartridges
lying around please give us a call on
01993 852828 or 851501 and we will
happily come and collect them!
Bonfire Night
A team comprising Staff and Commit-
tee of the Pre-School will be provid-
ing a quiet(ish!) area at the Sports
Pavilion during the Firework Display
on November 3™. All children are
welcome to come & join in creative
play, face painting or just have a drink
and a biscuit away from the noise and
cold.
Remembrance Service
As in previous years, the children
from Pre-School will be making a
poppy wreath and a number of them
will attend the Remembrance Service
on November 11", Many thanks to the
British Legion for inviting us once
again.
Christmas
The children at Pre-School have been
getting in a festive mood since the
beginning of term by making our
Christmas Cards and designing the
labels for our Christmas puddings.
Well done to Regan Pritchard whose
Father Christmas design was chosen
as the winning label. The fantastic
cards and delicious puddings will be
on sale soon!!!

The Youth Club

By Julie Webb
The Summer Ball
The Summer Ball - see photo - that
we held in July was a great succeand

everyone in the group will miss Char-
maine but we all wish her and her
family every happiness and luck for
their new life in Poole.

From February 2008 the Youth Centre
will have to close for a few months
while I go on

that was thanks to the financial help
from the Talbot hotel, Fergal Con-
struction and Lude Mans. We all had
a fantastic night and we are hoping to
keep this a regular event to help cele-
brate the end of term and the start of
the summer holidays.

I am pleased to introduce Leanne who
is the new youth worker for both the
senior and junior club.

Leanne is 23 and has just left the RAF
after 7 years to pursue a career in
youth work. She is currently attending
Ruskin collage in Oxford to become a
fully qualified youth and community
worker.

On a slightly sadder note we are los-
ing one of our volunteers Charmaine
Mans. Charmaine has been a fantastic
help to me and the entire junior group
over the last year. Without her help
we would have had to close the Youth
Club for most of the year. I know that

Ann Manly Print -

Special Christmas Presents from Bampton

St Mary’s Church from the Shillbrook ford

Well known local artist, Ann Manly, kindly allowed the Friend’s of St Mary’s to
have 150 prints made from her evocative water colour of this well known view —
surely every child has paddled and fished in the brook, played Pooh Sticks at the
bridge and fed the chickens nearby! .
A few of these individually numbered and signed prints are still available fro
Jonathan Phillips: Tel: 01993 850321.
Cost of Prints: £30.00

maternity leave.
I hope to return
to work as soon
as possible after
the birth of my
baby but we will
have to see how
things go. I in-
tend to let every-
one know when
the centre is
back open by
way of posters
by the bus stop.
Mondays we are
open for young
people aged 13-
17. Thursdays we are open for young
people in school years 5 to 8. Each
session is £1We need volunteers to
help support the staff on both nights.
If anyone thinks they may be able to
help out and keep the centre open
during this time please contact me or
Julie or Liianne at:

bamptonyouthcenter@hotmail ,com.uk

What’s coming up:

Senior Group Monday night:
Monl2th Nov - Drugs and alcohol
information night
Mon 19th Nov - Pizza night
Mon 26th Nov - Pool and darts comp.
Mon 3rd Dec - Xmas crafts
Mon 10th Dec - Xmas crafts
Mon 17th Dec - Xmas event to be
confirmed

Junior Group Thursday night
Thurs 15th Nov - DVD and pop comn
night
Thurs 22nd Nov - Girls only night:
hair and make up, positive body im-
age, etc
Thurs 29th Nov - Boys only night:
activities to be confirmed any ideas?
Thurs 6th Dec - Decorate the hall and
Xmas crafts
Thurs 13th Dec - Xmas crafts and
games
Thurs 20th Dec Xmas disco. The
doors will open at 7pm and close at
9.30pm. Tickets cost £2.50 on the
door, or £2.00 in advance from the
youth club during December.
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S.J.RADBAND HAULAGE LTD

Bulk, Tipper And Grab Lorry Hire
COURIER SERVICE/ J C B HIRE
e Mulch * Blue puddle clay
e Compost e Cotswold Stone e a0 THERLC . SSeCEEEE RS NN i
 Topsoil * Garden Clearance g
* Muck Away e House clearance
* Agriculture Lime * Equestrian Materials
» Hardcore - rubber
 Decorative Gravel's - silcocose sand New Horse Shoe - Old Landlord!
* Crushed Concrete - wax sand L
. Aggregates + all types of synthetic riding
surfaces

 Shingle, Stone And Sand
e Drive Ways

$.J. Radhan

Why wait, call Steve on:
Mob: 07990727191 or
Tel/Fax: (01993) 210205

We supply almost any material from 1 tonne to 1000+ tonnes

The New Tack Shop - GG Equestrian
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Buckland Road, Bampton.

THE BAMPTON RECREATION GROUND

BAMPTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

COMMITTEE

President Maurice Watkins

Chairman Martyn Holder martynDH@aol.com
Tel: 840206

Vice Chairman Mark Taylor markm_taylor@hotmail.com
Tel: 852903

Secretary Paul & Corrina Tanner Tannercatchustanners@aol.com
Tel: 210009

Treasurer Mark Blake Mark.blake@gtuk.com

Mobile: 07787 484192

Junior Secretary Andy Squires amsquires@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 852278

Ground Facilities - Manager

Albert Radband Tel: 210133

Team Manager - Juniors

Under 8s Mark Lawton mark.lawton@onetel.net
Tel: 850468

Under 9s Mark Taylor markm_taylor@hotmail.com
Tel: 852903

Under 10s Callum Rossie callumrossie@royalmail.co.uk
Tel: 852565

Under 11s George Rawle george.rawle2@talktalk.net
Tel: 851207

Under 12s James Angus james@angusj@freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 850533

Under 13s Ellis Bardsley ellis@bardsleyweb.co.uk
Tel: 850666

Under 16s Chris Boot kerryboot@ntlworld.com
Tel: 851808

Team Managers - Seniors

First Team Chris Jordon chrlsjordan@hotmail.com
Tel:847241

Reserves Chris Boot kerryboot@ntlworld.com
Tel: 851808

Veterans

OVER 35s Ian Bilton

A VERY IMPORTANTNOTICE IF YOU USE THE
RECREATION GROUND
While using skate park

Minor accidents continue to occur on the Skatepark because of the lack of
protective clothing. The Parish Council ask all parents to insist that their
children wear the appropriate clothing.

Insurance Liabilities
Residents using the Recreation Ground to practice golf, fly kites or model
aircraft or even hitting cricket balls should note that they are responsible for
third party liability should an accident occur.
Whilst the Parish Council has ample insurance should it be at fault - for
example if a slate falls off the roof of the pavilion - we expect all users of the
excellent facilities to have their own insurance.
Consider including this cover in your home contents policy. Dog walkers
should also have insurance.

Other Sporting
Activities

Bampton Weightlifting Club
Chairman: Don Rouse: Tel: 01993
850938.

Secretary: Ray Fielding: Tel: 01993
852185. Mobile: 07855 146949.

Bampton Badminton Club
Enquiries: Lesley Campbell Tel:
01993 852846.

Meets every Tuesday 10 - 12am
Bampton Village Hall.

Bampton Archery Club
Chairman: John Hill Tel: 01993
850513.

The Horseshoes Football Club
Sunday League Football
Chairman: Alan Clarke: Tel: 01993

850201.
Secretary: Bill Godfrey: Tel: 01993
850014.

THE PAVILION

The Pavilion, with its large social
area, changing rooms, referees’
facilities, kitchen and bar is for hire
by members of the public for all
varieties of functions such as
wedding receptions, birthdays or
anniversary parties. The Multisport
court can also be hired for games or
practice sessions for floodlit tennis,
basketball, and netball.

Some General Hire Prices

Pavilion

08:00 - 13:00 : £40

13:00 - 18:00 : £40

18:00 - 23:59 : £80

Whole Day : £160

Football Pitch : £25 per game

Changing Facilities : £10

Multisport Bampton Residents
£10.00
Non— Residents
£12.50

For more information on charges and
facilities for hire please contact:

Ray Willis Tel: 01993 852483 or
Mobile: 07766 264684
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Burford School...

....has been given a prestigious
award for going international!

On Wednesday 10®™ October, Burford
School received the prestigious DCFS
International School Award at a high
profile awards ceremony in London.
The School has been given the award
for its fantastic range of international
activity and links with schools in
Uganda, Italy, France, Germany,
Spain and America. The School has
the longest running reciprocal link in
Oxfordshire with a school in East
Africa, having been in existence for
12 years with 6 exchanges of students
and teachers from Uganda to England
and England to Uganda. The link
continues next summer when a large
party of Ugandan students and teach-
ers will be staying in Burford and
attending the school, giving music
workshops in local primary schools as
part of an ongoing music project, as
well as singing in local churches.

The Headteacher, Mr Sanders, said:
"We are thrilled to have been given
recognition in this way. Links with all
these countries have enriched our cur-
riculum beyond measure and given
the students - and teachers - including
myself - a truly international perspec-
tive".

Emma Yeatman (16) said: "I've
learned a lot about people my age in
other countries due to my involve-
ment with several school exchanges.
I participated in the enriching experi-
ence of the Uganda exchange where
we shared activity days with not only
our partner school but also with the
Kitgum group from North Uganda.

I have also visited Burford’s twin
town in Italy, Potenza Picena, where
we shared our sport and music and
experienced their street festivals.
Spending time with the families was
the most rewarding and memorable
pa.rt.”

The International School Award
scheme is managed by the British
Council and supported and funded by
the DfES. It provides recognition for
teachers and their schools working to
instil an international dimension into
the learning experience of all children
and young people. Over 1000 Interna-
tional School Awards have been pre-
sented to successful schools since the
scheme began in 1999.

G UILD

{ } (Butchers)

BUTCHERS

PATRICK STRAINGE

Bridge Street, Bampton, Oxon

Tel: 01993 850350

Quality Meat Direct From Our Family Farms
Hire of Pig Roasts for Parties etc.
Extensive Range of Cheeses Now Stocked

The Horseshoe Inn

Bridge Street, Bampton

01993 850201

Your Hosts are Alan and Kath Clarke

The Horseshoe public house was rebuilt in 1923/24 after the original pub burned down in
1923. This makes the Horseshoe the only purpose-built pub in Bampton!

Relax in our lounge bar in front of an open log fire with a pint of real ale or fine
wine. Or, if you like pub games, then try our other bar with its a pool table, dart
board, music and Sky TV. We also have a walled garden where, in the summer,
you will see ‘Aunt Sally’ being played, and from April to the end of May, on
Sunday evenings, we have Morris Dancing.
Come and join us - we know that you will make it a regular habit

Bampton Cars

o S

Your Reliable and Friendly Service

National and I_.ocal |

Air and Seaports our Speciality
Competitive Rates

Tel: 01993 851900

Fax 01993 852009

We aim to please

New Tack Shop Open in Bampton

Outstanding Prices - Masses of Bargains in Stock
We also buy and sell quality second hand stock

Stock includes:

Quality Bridles & Leatherwork, Consumables, Brushes,
Numnahs (including sheepskin), First Aid, Novelties &
Gifts, Back Protectors, Korsteel Bits, Training Aids, Rugs,
(indoor and outdoor), Travelling Equipment, Buckets, Forks,
Scoops, Head Collars, Lead Ropes, and much more!
Anything we don’t have in stock we will do our best to
source.

G G Equestrian
Duttons

Bridge Street
Bampton

Oxon OX18 2HA
Tel: 01993 851105
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The Next Exhibition .....

The Bampton Archive has commissioned a photo-
graphic study of Bampton with an emphasis on the |/

architectural qualities of the streets and
houses. The photographs will be exhibited in the
Vesey Room of the Library and will include rele-
vant descriptions and notes of historical interest, but
with no reference to the location, except that kept in
the archive itself. The exhibition, which is pre-
sented by Gilbert Marsh with photographs by Mi-
chael Cooper, will open on 4 February and run until
30 March.

It will be appreciated that the subject could cover
many exhibitions, and we will be able to show only
a selection of the many views of interest on
hand. We are trying to include items from each
period of construction in the village, both great and
small. We are very grateful to those who have
helped us and allowed photographs to be taken.

The Vesey Room will be open on Monday, Thurs-
day, Friday and Sunday 2.30-4.30 and Wednesday
and Saturday 10-12 noon.

For more information please contact
Jo Lewington Tel: 01993 850947
or

Sally Proctor Tel: 01993 850479.

Our recent talks were “Wildlife
Recording in the Bampton Area” by
Gavin Bird, and “Hunting for British
Orchids” by Brian Laney in October.
There are no further talks scheduled
for 2007. Our programme for 2008
starts with our AGM on Friday 7
March (note the change of date from
that previously published) when Frank
Sanger will be entertaining us with a
fairly light hearted talk on the law.
The talks scheduled for the remainder
of 2008 are: “Ponds for People” by
Rod d’Ayala on 24 April; “The
Oxford to Fairford Railway” by
Stanley Jenkins on 31 July; and
“Wildlife Crime” by PC Simon
Towers on 30 October. Open
meetings are held in the Village Hall
starting at 8:00pm All are welcome,
with attendance free for members, £2
for non-members (or join at the door).
For most of 2007 Bampton has been
blessed with no  particularly

controversial planning applications,
with only small ones of localised
interest  being  submitted.  The
possibility, mooted by the Parish
Council, of developing part of the
Mercury Close playground for
affordable housing and wusing the
proceeds to improve the remaining
playground, was met with a lo

an appl
has been subnuited to Oxfords
County Council, by some local
residents, to have the playground
registered as a village green. This has
been opposed by the Parish Council,
and we await a decision from the
County.

There has been no progress to report
on the production of a short list of
mineral extraction sites by OCC. You
will recall that in the last Beam there
was a report on OCC’s “Minerals Site
Proposals and Policies Document”,
which included, among others, three
large contiguous sites that, if accepted
could have unacceptable
consequences for Bampton. The
combined sites lie to the north and
south of the Thames stretching from
Radcot to  Shifford, touching
Clanfield, Bampton, Aston and Cote,

local parish  councils, including
Bampton’s, have objected to these.
Due to problems that OCC have had
with a related planning principles
document, the decisions on, and the
publication of the short list has been
delayed until sometime in 2608.

Copies of relevant OCC mineral and
waste publications are a-
libraries, OCC offices
web

o

he planning proposal for
redevelopment of the Bush Club site
1s still awaited. OCC have appointed a
project manager who has had
discussions with the Parish Council
and other interested organisations on
what might be possible for the
redevelopment and retention of
existing facilities, but as yet, no firm
proposals have been forthcoming.

If you would like to know more about
BEWG or would like to join us please
contact the Membership Secretary
Ann Norman: Tel: 01993 850823, or
email bewg@sagaman.co.uk.

You can also see our entry on the
Bampton web site at:
www.bamptonoxon.co.uk/bewg him

New Way to give up smoking arrives in Bampton

From the 1% July 2007, it will be illegal to smoke in public places. Now is a good time to stop smoking and The Bampton
Clinic are offering a new, innovative, pain free way to give up using new technology to beat the cravings.

Mr. John Combe a committed smoker, who smoked 40 cigareties a day for 35 years and even grew tobacco, introduced the
system to The Bampton Clinic. On hearing that he was to become a grandfather John decided that this was the time to give
up smoking. He researched different treatments on offer in the United Kingdom, some of them free on the National Health
Service and many which cost hundreds of pounds, and some of which he had already tried.

To John’s amazement an innovative and highly effective Eastern European treatment, Bioresonance, with a fantastic success
rate did not feature on the National Health website GiveUpSmoking.co.uk and neither was there any trace of it on the

authoritative Action On Smoking Website Ash.org.uk.

John decided to travel to Eastern Europe where he completed the painless treatment; within an hour he had become a non-
smoker! The day after his treatment, which didn’t involve any drugs, patches, pills or hypnotherapy he was able to visit a

restaurant, thick with smoke, without the desire to smoke at all.

The support of his friends exposed another crucial ingredient to prevent ex-smokers from falling back into the habit. The
combination of the 20year old Eastern European Bioresonance treatment, together with his own discovery of a good support

structure, has now been combined into The Smoking Terminator System.

The Smoking Terminator System brings together four key aspects that are needed to stop smoking forever. The smoker has
to be committed to stop and needs to be prepared for what they are committing to. Support post treatment by regular phone

calls from the team offering encouragement and coping strategies along the way.

If you or know someone who would like more information on The Smoking Terminator System contact Maggie at The
Bampton Clinic on 01993 851359 or visit the website www.smokingterminator.com
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Massage Therapist
Psychotherapist

FIONA SHIRES
Reflexology

LAURA WAT'TS
Osteopath

\S Ar
&%

3 2

Are you at Work all Day?
Going away?
Or just too busy?

The National Pet Care Company

Dog Walking, Cat Care,
Pet Feeding

The Complete Pet Service

Pet Taxi/Ambulance
077 66 55 3951

www.westoxford.animalsathome.co.uk

GABLES
GARAGE

CURERIDGE, WITNEY, OXON OX18 7PD

Telephone
01993 702609
Fax
01993 774169

DEALER

New & Used Cars
of other makes available

MOT and garage repairs

SOCIETY FOR
THE PROTECTION
OF BAMPTON

The Society aims to stop excessive
developments in the village, such as
large housing estates, and encourage

suitable developments. So far we
have been very successful.

To achieve these aims we need the

largest possible membership. If
you aren’t a member

DO JOIN NOW

Send your membership fee of £2
each (£1 for OAPs) for the period
up to December 2009, to
Society for the Protection of
Bampton
Manor House
Bampton, Oxon OX18 2L.Q

Roger F. J. Kerswill
Photography

Weddings, Christenings,
| Portraits in your home,

Pets, Social Events,
Copying, Digital,
Colour, Black & White

Phone: $1993 852667

Fax: 01993 852756

Mob: 07990 848566

Email: rogerkphoto@aocl.com

Curtain
Choice

| Makers of Fine Soft Furnishings |

| A personal and professional service for

all your

CURTAINS, BLINDS, LOOSE COVERS ETC.

To arrange a home visit and a quote
without obligation telephone:
01993 843103

E-mail: enquiries@curtain-choice.co.uk
www.curtain-choice.co.uk

THE

POST OFFICE
Bridge Street

Foreign Currency
Stamps

Pensions
Variety of Cards
Stationary
Etc

The new Pension
Scheme is a threat to
the existence of
Bampton’s Post Office.
Please continue to
support us by collecting
your pension here!

Established 1885
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
A caring personal service from a
family business
Funeral Directors
BRIAM TAYLOR & PETER SMITH

Tel: 01993 842421
{24 br Personzl Service)

Home Arrangements - Private Chapel of Hes
SET IN LANDSCAPE GARDENS
Golden Charter Funeral Prepayment Pla

Our natural, organic
healthcare business
is exploding.

| If you are honest and ethical

and believe you are worth
£5000 per month
(£2000 a month part-time)

Ring Rod, NOW
01993 843418

MAYFIELD & GUY

Building Contractors Ltd
Bampton, Oxfordshire

Tel: 01993 851251

E-mail: mayvfieldandguvbuilders@btinternet.com

COMPUTER PROBLEM
Has your computer broken down?
Hard disk full, or got a virus?
Want to extend your network or
get a wireless connection working?
Need Broadband/ADSL. setting up?
Lost important data on your hard disk®?
i you nesd some help, then call

Computer Services
Tel: 01868 820748
fobile: 07870 755637
Email: roger@townpond.com

W and W
Property Maintencnce

Alex and Graham

DECKING, FENCING, SHEDS
PATLOS, TILING, FLOORING,
PAINTING & DECORATING,
AND 6ARDENING

| NO JOB TOO SMALL, ASTON BASED [

FREE ESIMATES

MOBILE: 07796 454244
MOBILE: 07711 476594

Design and Build

Extensions, Conversions and Renovations.

We are approved members of the consumer protection
agency.

Don’t take our word that we are good, take our clients.

WWW, consumerprotectionagency. co.uk
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UT OF WORK FARMER - TURNED AGRICULTURAL

Even the most vivid of imaginations
could not have thought up all that has
happened in Bampton since our last
‘Beam’. Flood water above waist
height in Bridge Street in the middle
of July; unbelievable!! There will be
stories to tell our grandchildren for
many years to come.

Everyone is talking about it and won-
dering who to blame - well nobody is
going to admit that they have got it
wrong are they? As always the farmers
come in for a portion of the blame, ‘if
only they were to keep their ditches
dug out, the water could get away’is a
quote that I have often heard and if
you read the Environment Agency’s
booklet ‘Living on the Edge’ ‘a guide
to the rights and responsibilities of

CORRESPONDENT

By Don Rouse

of this waste! Mind you the ‘Big
Brother Environment Agency’ can
move in with their big machines and
can dispose of this waste any where
within the reach of their booms, no
questions asked. It is so unfair and
unnecessary.

Barging was a job that was always
done at this time of the year, the farm
workers armed with a sickle, also
known as a hook, would go to the
nearest hedgerow that contained
hazelwood and select very carefully a
‘v’ shaped branch to make themselves
a crook, hence the saying ‘By Hook
or by Crook’ By holding the dead
grass and weeds in the crook they
would then cut underneath it all with
the hook and place it on the bank,

they say “You can’t do that to the
ditches, what about all those little
mice and bugs that are in the
hedgerows spoiling the water flow?
What about their animal rights?” And:
“If you do that, we will stop your pay-
ments”

So it appears that this Government
wants to put the rights of fauna above
the discomfort of human beings. So
stop blaming the farmers and let us
pray that we can get back to a world
where common sense rules and
proven husbandry practices work.
Recently I have had the pleasure of
talking to past and present workers of
the Environment Agency. It appears
that the Shill Brook was last dredged
in 1972 after there was a lot of flood-

riverside occupa-
tion.” They state
that you must dig
and maintain the
ditches on your
land to the
boundary allow-
ing the free flow
of the water from |-
your land. But|.
then DEFRA, the| -~
organisation that|”
this Government | "~/¢
brought in tof
replace the|. s

Ministry of[._ .,
Agriculture have|™~

got its own ‘hair|™

brained agenda’
They have
banned farmers
from what we
used to call

ing, especially
in the Buckland
Road area. This
certainly allevi-
_|ated the prob-
' fllem and I cer-
: i: tainly am not
jaware of any
serious flooding
till recently.

| |However I
! |understand that
_|those responsi-
"|ble for that work
got it ‘in the
neck’ for dis-
turbing the natu-
ral wild life bal-
ance, evidently
there was a
problem  with
the newts!

As an ex land
owner I know

‘Barging  and '
cleaning ditches’ in the old custom
style. Now a farmer can only clear one
side of the ditch in a season - to pro-
tect the fauna! Should he wish to clear
waste soil from the bottom of the ditch
he must be very careful, as this soil is
classified as Industrial Waste! And if
he wishes to dispose of this soil more
than one metre from the ditch then he
must first obtain a Special Licence and
use only licensed hauliers to dispose

where at the end of the day they would
gather it all up and burn it. Which was
of course a good way to kill the weed
seeds and put potash back into the
soil, whilst doing this work they
would observe any damage that had
been caused to the ditch by rabbits,
moles and the like and put it right. But
now this crazy organisation that this
Government has installed for us,
knows better than all our forefathers,

that water only runs down hill, and
providing there is nothing in the way
to stop its flow it will continue on its
way to the sea.

If there is a blockage on your patch
then you have to get a spade and dig a
channel to let it continue its journey, a
job that I loved doing because you got
instant results. Sometimes you have to
sort of ‘take the law into your own
hands’.

A bit like a few people did around
here in July. I am aware of one citizen
actually hiring a JCB to pull a few
gulleys from a ditch to the road side,
lowering the flood water in the road
by some three feet, making the road
passable and at the same time
stopping his house flooding! Why
can’t the Council do that?

They always used to do all the gulleys
around here on an annual basis, a job
that hasn’t been done for the last two
years at least. I noticed in Aston
where the road was flooded outside St
Josephs, the level of the water in the
ditch was at a lower level than the
road.

All it needed was a gulley dug and it
would have taken the water off the
road! I had no wellies or spade with
me at the time!

What are the chances of it all
happening  again? Well —my
information is that some houses up
New Road had water coming in again
the third week in October! The de-
humidifier was still slogging away to
dry the house from the July flood
when the water started to come in
again!

Until the Environment Agency gets its
act together and start de-silting all our
rivers and streams, the chances are
very high. I am told that their
workforce has been reduced by over
thirty percent in the last twenty years,
so that is something that needs to be
addressed immediately.

Perhaps all those pen pushers in
DEFRA supervising the farmers over
their ditching techniques should get a
proper job and learn to drive dredgers!
The demise of farming is having a lot
to do with the problem, the dairy
industry has been totally decimated,
so there is only a small acreage down
to grass. Grassland acts as a sponge
and holds the water, but now all the
grassland has been ploughed and
turned into arable land, so in times of
heavy rain the water runs off the
fields taking small particles of earth
with it, which then finds its way into
the ditches and brooks as silt! So there
will be plenty of dredging needed for
the years to come.

Many of my friends in New Road
suffered terribly in the floods; in my
opinion the answer is quite simple.
New Road never flooded in the great
floods of 1947, in fact it is only in
recent years that there has been a
problem. So what has changed?

Years ago access to all the houses was
over an individual bridge that crossed
a deep ditch, this ditch has now been
filled in to allow individual
householders to take their cars up to
their front doors. Brilliant! But why
wasn’t it properly supervised by the
Planners? That ditch needed a
minimum twelve inch pipe all the way
along. Some places it has only a four
inch pipe!

You can bet your life that the
authorities will cry that they have no
money to rectify this. Shame on them.
Mind you I have to admit that our
playground of the day, was the ‘dump
field’ which also acted as a flood
plain; trouble is it became Pocock’s
Close! Obviously planned with no
thought as to what was going to
happen to the water.

Eating Humble Pie can be quite
distressing at times, but on this
occasion I am quite happy to do it. In
my last ‘Ramblings’ I implied that the
PCSO that was going to be allocated
to us would certainly have quite a job
on her hands. At that time I did not
have a clue as to who it was going to
be, so you can imagine my surprise
when it turned out to be Angie Alford.
My first encounter with her was when
she was a Travel Agent Rep working
in Witney.

Being very professional yet friendly
and helpful. Then she married our
local dairy supplies merchant which
gave her a good insight to the way we
live in the rural community. My next
encounter with her was as a milk
recorder! Once a month at five
o’clock in the morning, come rain,
snow or shine, she would always turn
up with a smile in the Milking
Parlour! So I am sure that if any one
can sort out our problems, Angie can.
She is firm, friendly and fair, and if
she ‘books’ you it will all be done
with a smile!

I spent an exciting half an hour with
representatives of the Oxfordshire
County Council Highways at the
Station Road Chicane, we did it at the
‘busy’ time of 5.00pm without
reflective jackets (traffic always slow
up when they see them). It was quite
an eye opener for them. They were
horrified, but whether they were
horrified enough to do anything about
it I do not know. They went away
muttering about there being no
money!

One thing that is causing a lot of

concern in Bampton is the possible
loss of the Youth Club facility along
with the Bush Club building. The
SPAJERS always make great use of
the facilities for the Donkey Derby.

At a public meeting recently it was
amazing to see just how many people
actually use the buildings and had
taken the trouble to attend; my interest
is of course that it is now the home of
the Bampton Weightlifting club, they
are enjoying having such a central
base and providing such a useful
facility for Bampton.

But unless we can persuade the
Oxfordshire County Council to
rethink their plans of taking money
out of Bampton and not putting
anything back, we are going to lose a
valuable facility.

What also amazed me at the Meeting
was the absence of our County
Council Representative. In  his
election spiel, he said his main
concern was the continuation of the
Youth Club! Well Don, come and
stand by our side and we will fight it
together along with the Chicanes.
Well folks it is Christmas time
coming up and a New Year about to
begin. My wish is for the Bureaucrats
to leave us alone and let us enjoy our
rural way of life the way we always
have. May the naturalist fanatics be a
little more tolerant and consider the
environment of the people who live
here.

Happy Christmas!

P.S. Here is one from my archives!

In the year 2007 the Lord came unto
Noah, who was now living in England
and said, "Once again, the earth has
become wicked and over-populated,
and I see the end of all flesh before
me. Build another Ark and save two
of every living thing along with a few
good humans. "He gave Noah the
CAD drawings, saying, "You have 6
months to build the Ark before I will
start the unending rain for 40 days and
40 nights."

Six months later, the Lord looked
down and saw Noah weeping in his
yard- but no Ark. "Noah!" He roared,
"I'm about to start the rain! Where is
the Ark ?" "Forgive me, Lord,"
begged Noah, "but things have
changed. I needed  Building
Regulations Approval and I've been
arguing with the Fire Brigade about
the need for a sprinkler system.

My neighbours claim that I should
have obtained planning permission for
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building the Ark in my garden
because it is development of the site,
even though in my view it is a
temporary structure. We had to then
go to appeal to the Secretary of State
for a decision.

Then the Department of Transport
demanded a bond be posted for the
future costs of moving power lines
and other overhead obstructions to
clear the passage for the Ark 's move
to the sea. I told them that the sea
would be coming to us, but they
would hear nothing of it.

Getting the wood was another
problem.

All the decent trees have Tree
Preservation Orders on them and we
live. in a Site of Special
Scientific Interest set up in order to
protect the spotted owl. I tried to
convince the environmentalists that I
needed the wood to save the owls -
but no go!

When [ started gathering the animals,
the RSPCA sued me. They insisted
that I was confining wild animals
against their will. They argued the
accommodation was too restrictive,
and it was cruel and inhumane to put
so many animals in a confined space.

Then the County Council, the
Environment Agency and the Rivers
Authority ruled that I couldn't build
the Ark until they'd conducted an
environmental impact study on your
proposed flood. I'm still trying to
resolve a complaint with the Equal
Opportunities Commission on how
many disabled carpenter's I'm
supposed to hire for my building
team. The trades unions say I can't use
my sons. They insist I have to hire
only accredited workers with Ark-
building experience.

To make matters worse, Customs and
Excise seized all my assets, claiming
I'm trying to leave the country
illegally with endangered species.

So, forgive me, Lord, but it would
take at least 10 years for me to finish
this Ark”.

Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun
began to shine, and a rainbow
stretched across the sky. Noah looked
up in wonder and asked, "You mean
youre not going to destroy the
world?"

"No," said the Lord. "The British
Government has beaten me to it."
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FRESH ORGANIC FOOD FROM FIELD TO TABLE IN

48 HOURS

Cooking in season with fresh local
produce seems to be the word on
every top chef’s lips. Making it
happen in your own kitchen hasn’t
always been that easy though. Not all
of us have access to a convenient
market or well stocked allotment.
Well Riverford Home Delivery offer a
service which overcomes such
problems.

Riverford are Oxfordshire’s most
popular organic veg box scheme,
delivering to Bampton on Fridays
each week. Their award winning veg
boxes are available throughout the
county.

“What we are doing seems to have
really caught the imagination of the
cooks of Oxfordshire” says Graham
Deakin who helps runs the scheme.
“Getting fresh fruit and vegetables
from our fields into the kitchens of the
county in under 48 hours is the trick.
It comes straight from our fields to
your table with no middle men
involved so freshness and quality is
guaranteed”

Riverford is a co-operative of twelve
farms each of which grows the crops

that suit their soil and climate
conditions; this means that they can
offer a broad choice of produce
through out the year at very
competitive prices. As well as familiar
favourites like carrots, cauliflowers
and potatoes you will always find
something a little more unusual in the
Riverford box. Celeriac, Jerusalem
artichokes, and such exotic delights
as pak choi and kohl rabi make their
seasonal appearances along with
traditional salad items.

Boxes come in a variety of sizes to
suit household size and cooking
habits, they can be ordered weekly or
on and off as suites your needs. The
web site www.riverford.co.uk is
particularly useful, not only can you
see what is in the boxes and place
orders; there are also loads of recipes
and tips to help expand your culinary
horizons.

So next time you are out and about
around the county and you see a van
nip by with a big red carrot on the
side you’ll know someone out there is
about to have something wholesome
and taste for supper.

award winning
organic vegetable boxes

delivered to your door
now available in this area

0rder0845 06002311 1ocal call

today! .
%Y \www.riverford.co.uk
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Bampton
Baby and Toddler Club
By Angela Irvin
Bampton Baby and Toddler Club has
been running for over 10 years. Every
Thursday morning between 10 and
11.45 we meet in the Village Hall in
Bampton. Our children, aged between
0 and Pre-School age, play with our
large range of toys whilst the parents
enjoy a well-earned rest and grown-up
chat! Each week we have a variety of
toys ready for little ones to explore
during the “free play session . We
then have a singsong followed by
refreshments Occasionally we have a
seasonal craft activity such as
Mother’s Day or Christmas card mak-
ing. At least once a month we arrange
a special activity — 1st November we
have a visit from a photographer, 29™
November Usbormne Books will be
selling their range of children’s books
and 13™ December we have a Christ-
mas party. We have some events al-
ready planned for 2008 including a
visit from the Fire Engine. We have
built strong links with the Pre-School
in Bampton and visit them regularly.
Many of the children currently at both
the local Pre-School and Primary
school met their peers at the Baby and
Toddler Club.
We also have our own bouncy castle,
which we set up the first Thursday of
every month. The bouncy castle,
along with other toys is available for
hire through our toy library. For a
small fee members can borrow items
for a short period. Toys offered
through this facility include slides,
and “Little Tike” ride-in cars. Great
for children’s parties! Small size ta-
bles and chairs are also available.
We are a friendly group and would
welcome new members from Bamp-
ton and the surrounding villages! If
you have a child under school age,
drop in and join us. Your first visit is
free and subsequent visits are £2 for
non-members, £1.50 for members. If
you don’t want to face walking in
alone (although we honestly are not
scary!!) please ring the number below
and one of us will meet you outside.
We are looking for a volunteer to help
with the refreshments and the craft
activities. If you are interested please
contact Angy on 01993 210096 or
Cordula on 01993 852317 for more
information.

DID YOU KNOW YO

UR LOCAL HIRE CENTRE

IS IN CHALLOW?

Carpet Cleaners e
Cement Mixers °
Scaffold Towers

Pressure Washers

Vibrating Plates

Chain Saws

Garden Equipment

Sanding Equipment

Excavators/Diggers
Dumpers

Nailing Guns

Plus many other items

Farmgdon We are behind the petrol garage in Challow

W&G Ind Estate

Opening hours:
Mon-Fri: 7.30 - 5.00
Saturday: 7.30 - 12.30

Wantage

Tel: 01235 772948

www.tvehireandsales.com
www.tvepowertools.co.uk

We also have a shop in Abingdon

Unit 16, W&G Ind Estate

Faringdon Road

East Challow OX12 9TF

Plggott’s School of Dance

Est 1997

Children's Dance Classes

Bampton
Clanfield

Brize Norton

Mondays. Tuesdays.
Wednesdays. Thursdays.

All ages. Licensed Classes. CRB Checked

Principal R. Newman
01993 852355
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News from Burford
School

By Mary Alcock
The British are renowned for talking
about the weather and this July we
had every cause so to do.
Summer 2006 there was a heat wave
and Sean Frankcom, Head of Music at
the School, had a grand plan to hold
the 2007 Leavers’ Concert as an out-
door picnic concert on the school
playing fields; ‘A Festival on the
Field, A celebration of Music &
Dance’.
With the help of the Burford School
Association and  Burford School
Uganda Link, this dream nearly came
true. On Thursday 19" July the out-
door staging, lighting, tents, etc were
all erected on the sports field ready
for a balmy summer’s evening the
next day and then came the day which
broke all days for rainfall — July 20™!
The Festival now qualifies as Bur-
ford’s Glastonbury.
Despite the torrential downpour the
concert did continue but had to be
held indoors, with events being di-
vided between the Sports Hall and
School Hall. There were inter-house
dance competitions, performances by
bands in the Burford Rockschool, a
gamelan performance with year 6
pupils from Wychwood Primary
school, gymnastics display, choirs and
orchestral performances, climaxing
with music from the ‘Last Night of
the Proms’.
The Gym was opened to allow those
who had prepared picnics to enjoy
them in the dry. The atmosphere was
amazing with some 300 parents and
families packed into the hall for the
rousing flag-waving finale.  The
school is grateful for sponsorship of
the event from Awards for All, Mid
Counties Co-operative Charity Fund,
Oxfordshire Community Foundation
and The Doris Field Charitable Trust,
without their support the event could
not have happened.
Due to the unprecedented rainfall the
school has now been closed for two
days and as Patrick Sanders said at the
final staff meeting ‘It’s been a funny
end of term!” school is now extremely
quiet, with just staff in school prepar-
ing for the next academic year starting
in September.

Need Help with Small Jobs?
Anchor Staying Put~is a3 ot for profit
" Home Improvement Agency supported by
the local authority and social & community
services, assisting older and disabled cus-
tomers to remain in their own homes in
comfort and safety by helping with repairs
and adaptations.

We know that is often difficult and expensive to call someone out for smaller
jobs like installing a grab rail, fixing a tap, or fitting locks. Anchor Small Re-
pairs can help you with a range of small jobs like these that customers may be
unable to do themselves.

Advice 1s free but if work is carried out, the service makes a charge of £15 an
hour plus the cost of any materials.

For further information call local rate 08456 037285

WOA Gallery
Market Square, Bampton
Oxon OX18 2JH
Tel: 01993 850137
westoxarts @yahoo.co.uk

Registered Charity No. 266542

For boys and girls aged 3
to 11

10 - 15 minute drive from
Bampton and surrounding
villages

Flexible Nursery Sessions

Pre-school and after-
school care

Regular scholarships
awarded to selective
Senior Schools

Small happy classes
Excellent academic results
Caring and courteous children

Now enrolling for 2007 and 2008
Visits welcome at any time
Contact the school office to request
an information pack

5 - 7 Bromsgrove, Faringdon, Oxfordshire. SN7 7JF
01367 2400618
info@ferndaleschool.co.uk
www.ferndaleschool.co.uk
Headmaster: Mr. Andrew Mersh B.Ed.(Hons.)

Welcome to West Ox Arts

West Ox Arts 18 dedicated to:

Oxfordshire

nefits include:
invitations to private views

discounts at local art suppliers

eoea o
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West Ox Axts is part-funded by West Oxfordshire District Council and Bampton
Parish Council, and staffed by volunteers, except for its part-time administrator.

@ Promoting participation in and appreciation of the arts and

@ Supporting the area’s arfists and craftspeople
WOA Membership is open o everyone and new members are always wel

discounts on WOA lectures, life classes and workshops
regular mailings of the WOA events guide

reduced commission rate for exhibitors
Membership fees Single £15, Family £25, Student £7.50

The Administrator is usually in the gallery Tues-Thurs 10am -4pm.

Exhibitions
Faces
23 November - 16 December
A West Ox Arts members show on
the theme of Faces in conjunction
with the county arts project Faces of
Oxfordshire and Oxford Inspires,
celebrating a thousand years. of
Oxfordshire in 2007 and the closing
events for the year . of ~artistic
celebrations. This - exhibition  will
display work by members of West Ox
Arts making portraits and individual
interpretations of the theme in all
different media. The exhibition will
also feature ‘The Spoon Race’, of
wooden spoon people made in
workshops around the county. Join in
the fun and drop into the gallery to
get your Spoon Making Pack and see
your spoon exhibited too.
Witney Woollens and Bampton
Sheepskins
6 - 27 January 2008

This exhibition will reflect the history
of the Witney Blankets and take the
trade up to the present day by the
professional work in blankets and
beautiful clothes of the Cotswold
Woollen Weavers of Filkins. Work
on display will be from an
international cross-cultural arts
project ‘The Journey of a Blanket’.
This studies production in West
Oxfordshire to essential daily use and

trade of Witney blankets in Northern
Ontario, Canada in the early 1800’s.
Primary school children led by artists
will cteate a craft display to illustrate
the production of blankets in Witney
and the how it affected daily lives of
aboriginal people in Northern Ontario.
Cotswold Woollen Weavers will be
examining the history of the major
trade in sheepskins from Bampton and
Iooking ~at the crafts of weaving,
spinning and dying. The Journey of a
Blanket project is funded by West
Oxfordshire: District Council and
Cotswold: Woollen Weavers are
supporting this exhibition.

‘Weaving workshop 10am-noon
Saturday 26 January 2008
Bampton Village Hall
Angela Pawlyn of Weavescene will

children age © and upwards, plus a
parent to stay and join in. Contact
WOA administrator to book Cost : £5

per child
Avtomn Lecture Series
Tuesday evenings
Nov 6, 13", 20", 8.00-9.30pm
in The Gallery, Bampton.
As a further step in our collab

ries of four |

be of interest

to the volunteers who act as
at Kelmscott.

Tuesday Nov. 6% Morris and Co
and the production of textiles.
Tuesday Nov 13" William and May
Morris- tapestry and embroidery.
Tuesday Nov 20"  William Morris
and the art of the book.

Charge £5.00 per session, to include
coffee or a glass of wine. £15 for all
four lectures. Tickets from WOA Tel:
850137, westoxarts@vahoo.co.uk
(Bookings open September) or pay at
the door.

Life class
From the new term in September a
drop-in class will cost £8 for members
and £9 for non-members. Life classes
meet in the gallery on Monday
mornings 10am-12.30 and Wednesday
evenings 7.30-9.30pm, they are drop-
in and untutored, so just come along
during term times and bring your own
materials.
Opening hours

Tues-Sat  10.30am-12.30pm, 2-4pm
and Sun 2-4 during exhibitions.

Robert Vesey Room at Bampton Library : Exhibitions
The Robert Vesey Room Opening Hours are: Monday & Thursday 2.30-4.30pm
and Wednesday & Saturday 10am-12pm. If you would like to book this
exhibition space for a month please contact Ailsa Matheson on 01993 851004.
The only charge is 20% commission on sales.

Are you sitting comfortably?
WOA always needs volunteer sitters to look after the exhibitions. It’s a great
way to meet like-minded people and to see each exhibition. If you could spare a
couple of hours a month to support WOA in this way then please contact the
Administrator Olivia Thornton for the gallery, on 01993 850137. Or for the
Robert Vesey Room, Barbara Daw on 01993 851491.
If you are interested in the arts and would like to join West Ox Arts please ring
the Gallery on 01993 850137 for a membership form or call in during opening
hours. For details of exhibitions, leaflets are available at The Gallery.
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We welcome you to...

@ Spring Hair and Beauty
=pIing The Market Square SPIng
BAMPTON s

At Spring we invite you to escape from the stresses and strains im-
posed by modern living. We would like to help you rejuvenate your body
and improve your health, looks and general well-being.

To enable us to create the desired style and image that you feel totally
in love with, communication is essential. Our fully qualified team have
the skills to tend to your hair, body and beauty needs.

We pride ourselves in accessing your requirements based on your eye
colour and skin tone; hair texture and colour; lifestyle and your
maintenance time.

The hair salon has been designed for comfort and space with a maxi-
mum of four client stations which enables use to offer personal stylist
attention for a quieter and very relaxed experience. The wash basin unit
reclines and the footrest is raised to give comfortable support to the
neck and back so that you are able to enjoy a stimulating shampoo and
mini Indian head massage every time.

The ‘spa’ design therapy room offers a tranquil and relaxed retreat. With
en-suite shower, we are able to offer the creme de la creme of treat-
ments: you will feel refreshed, revived and RELAXED
For Appointments and FREE advice please call: 01993 201195

Email: info@springhairandbeauty.co.uk
www.springhairandbeauty.co.uk

STEVE MILSOM

Painting & Decorating

For all your internal
and
external needs

Telephone

(H) 01993 702465
or
(M) 07960 644991

AC SMART TILING

Reliable and professional service from
18 years experience.

For the fixing of ceramic, porcelain, mosaic,
terracotta, slate, marble, natural stone and glass tiles

All work guaranteed

Free quotes, tile quantity calculations
and advice available with no obligation

01993 851694

Adrian Smart
1 Primrose Cottage, Weald, Bampton

Enduring quality

—

Simple, beautiful and strong.

Avenue 4, Station Lane, Witney
Tel: 01993 703833

www.carpetoptions.co.uk

Solution to the July
BEAM CROSSWORD

The winner of the July Crossword is
Lynne Pointer of Broad Street. Con-
gratulations, the £10 prize is yours!
We would also like to donate £10 to
Cancer Research, as a thank you to
Bill Govier for producing yet another
crossword for ‘The Beam’.

The Bampton Beam
Adverts

Why not give your local business a
lift?

Advertise in
‘The Beam’
(and get a free advert on the
Bampton Website!)

The rates for ‘The Beam’ are very
reasonable. So why not call the
Sub-Editor now and book your spot
for the next edition?

Tel: 01993 851653

Typical Prices per Edition

Full Page £100
Half Page £50
1/3rd Page £30
1/6th Page £25
1/12th Page £16

Additional Artwork from £20

THE BAMPTON BEAM’S CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
7 The fern with coarse fronds 1 Financial gains
8 Withdraw from a competition 2 Writes in a hurried, careless way
9 Good natured and sociable 3 A kingdom
11  Gossip, rumour 4 A ships or aircraft propeller
12 Large American parrot 5 Person who strongly supports his
country
13 Gramophone needles 6 Unattractively thin and bony

15 Unit of weight equal to 1000 kilo- 10 The direction in which the Sun rises

gram

16 Short tail of a hare, rabbit or deer 11 The handle of a knife, axe or spear

17 Sharp or acid in taste 14 Fluid said to flow in the veins of

Gods

19 Two people or things regarded 15 Give medical care or attention
together

21 Person who leads prayers in a 18 Cart that carried prisoners to the
Mosque guillotine

24 A type of German automatic pistol 19 Dance similar to the foxtrot

25 Cards used for fortune telling 20 Female birds

26 Shoot at someone from cover 21 A group of Zulu warriors

28 Takes someone by force 22 Gruesome, ghastly, grim

29 Antelopes with lyre-shaped horns 23 Worthy of attention

30 Sense of self respect 26 To declare formally

31 Free from bacteria 27 Vacant or unoccupied

Town Hall Bookings
For Town Hall bookings contact Mrs B. Sapsford Tel: 851476.
Town Hall keys to be collected from Budgens shop.
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& PITSTOP

QUALITY PARTS, COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES

THE COMPLETE MOTORING SERVICE
ROLLING ROAD ENGINE TUNING
STATE OF THE ART DIAGNOSTICS

CAR REPAIRS

Mol WORK -

BREAKDOWNS @ AVEEK
DISCOUNT CAR PARTS

FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

ALSO HOUSING am,
V’ISA— OXFORD CARB SERVICES
Weber - Solex * Pierburg etc

O1993 SSO654d

Unit 1, Viscount Court, Station Road, Brize Norton

COUNTRY
MARKETS

Masonic Hall,
Church Green, Witney
Fridays 08.30 - 10.30
Come along and buy fresh
Vegetables
Eggs, Assorted Cakes
Savouries Pies
Assorted Handmade Cards,
Knitted Articles
Garden Plants, Flower
Vegetable Plants
The last Friday in the
month brings out a
Craft Stall with Special
Christmas Gifts for sale
Everything home-made or
Home-grown

Come along and visit us.
Refreshments on sale.

The Robert & Doris Watts

Residential & Nursing Home

30/32 Black Bourton Road
Carterton,
Oxfordshire OX18 3HA
Tel: 01993 844923/843102

18 Single Rooms
2 Double Rooms
All With Modern Facilities
Tastefully Decorated
Nurse Call System

The Robert & Doris Watts Residential & Nursing Home is a family run home offering a
high standard of nursing in a warm and homely atmosphere.
The fees represent excellent value for money.

Life Lease Purchase Also Available

In a new initiative, the concept of purchasing a lease-for-life is now being offered.
Such leases offer major benefits to clients of the home, and their estate.

Call us now for further information.

Or why not call in and see us? We will make you very welcome.
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Relics of Witney
Limited

welcomes
traditional picture framing
by Richard Adams

Specialist paint
Colour consultancy
Furniture waxes and oils
Architectural Ironmongery

§

35 Bridge Street, Witney,
Oxfordshire
Tel: +44 (0)1993 704 611

www.tryrelics.co.uk

Motor Body Repairs
Tel 07910 032046

Insurance work undertaken

November 2007

Cotswold Bed & Breakfast

dkdkhh bbb h b it d

Comfortable and well appointed accommodation in a

quiet backwater of Bampton, Oxfordshire
(on the edge of the Cotswolds 8 miles from Burford)
Ample off road parking

For information and booking
Tel: 01993 852703 or 01993 851126

E-mail: poshmargaret@btopenworld.com
or Encompass5@aol.com

Foot Health

Practitioner
Belinda Billinge

Dip.CFHP MPSPract(FHP) MVR

N Nurden

*Nail Trimming *Ingrown Toenails
*Corn Removal *Calluses Reduced

Free quotations *Verrucae/Wart Treatment

For Home Visits call
01367 243052 or 07791 093023

Member of the Alliance of Private Sector Practitioners
Member of the Voluntary Register of Foot Health Practitioners

BAMPTON PHYSIOTHERAPY & ASSOCIATES

Tel: 01993 851753

bamptonphysio@btconnect.com

Bushey Row, Bampton

Fax: 05600754116

www.bampton-physiotherapy.co.uk

Fiona Farmer- Physiotherapist
Patricia Knight- Physiotherapist
Beth Churchill - Physiotherapist

Mary Hopper — Counsellor
Liz Jeffrey — Massage Therapist
Geri Fitzsimons — Pilates Teacher
Steve Christie — Yoga Teacher.

As well as Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy we now also offer Stroke and

Neurological Rehabilitation and Chest Physiotherapy.
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Bampton
Gardening Club

The annual show was a great
success despite the weather we had
to contend with this year. Although
the entries were slightly down on
previous years, the number of
entrants was up, which is good news
for the future.

A big thank you to all who entered,
and to all who came in to visit the
Show.

Forthcoming Trips
Sunday 18th November
Shopping Trip to Porstsmouth

A. SIMMONDS

The Old Fashioned
Village Store

N. J. WOODLEY

Market Square, Bampton

BUILDING MAINTENANCE Tel: 01993 850204

Traditionally Baked
Bread and Cakes

COMPETITIVE RATES Confe-ct-ionery

Discounted Toiletries

Professional and Personal Service

Sunday 2nd December
Good Food Show
15 CALAIS DENE, BAMPTON, OXON. e . NEC Birmingham
Household Cleaners Based in Bampton i .
Tel: 01993 850753 . e P 27thFo;';glc;))1e121;% gohdays
Mobile: 07799 655385 Large Range O,f : Funeral Tributes Twixmas Weekend to the
Pet Foods & Requisites Parties/Corporate Events Isle of White
o Birthdays/Anniversaries Staying at the ever popular
F L 1 Deliver Burlington Hotel, Sandown
TeC O y FREE LOCAL DELIVERY For more information or to book

yourself a seat, please contact
Ellen Parker Tel: 01993 843985.

07974 96 66 37 lucy.goodall@hotmail.co.uk

The Morris Clown

A True Free House
A better quality insult from your hosts

Tom and Steve

Over 100 Guest High Street, Bampton, Proud not to do
Beers a Year CAMRA Member Since 1997 Food!
(Campaign for Real Ales)

01993 850217
Darts Aunt Sally Bar Billiards

Licensed Integral Function Room
Enjoy the contemporary atmosphere and Moulin Rouge Décor of this old coaching inn, which is the only pub we
know to have fully absorbed the principle of the emancipation of the fairer sex, with having the ladies toilet
outside! The gents of course is inside in the warm!

LAD-Solicitors are new to Witney but not
to helping people.

We provide specialist advice in these areas:

Family
Conveyancing
Employment
Business Law

WHEELGATE HOUSE HAIRDRESSERS } SOLICITORS

Personal Injury
DRESSMAKERS :
BED ‘AND BREAKFAS T Have Your Scissors o k Landlord & Tenant
www.wheelgatehouse.co.uk SHARPENED | wwwﬁlad-sollators.co.ui Litigation
tA delightf}:: B& Bf |i3n thetcentretc:‘f thz Pic'f I()) i Holdan House, Legal Aid may be available in certain circumstances
| turesque village of Bampton on the edge o _ : . A
' the Cotswolds. Friendly and welcoming, i‘ II; 26 Bridge Street, Witney, For further information:
good food, excellent rooms and service. S N Oxon OX28 1HY
: = " Tony Hu’ghes C
Elizabeth Gooddy, Wheelgate House, Market Sq, Bampton, = lgvi;l%a]gyarsn ;‘(’)‘;ﬂ E T: 01993 700434 WWW.lad-SOliCItOI‘S.CO.IIk
Oxfordshire, OX18 2JH Tel: 01993 851151/ 07747 466151 D Oxon OXIS2HX D E: office@lad-solicitors.co.uk
email: wheelgatehouse @ hotmail.co.uk Tel: 01993 851458

F:01993772552
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Fireworks Display, SPAJERS, Recreation Ground

Lunch & Xmas Yariety Show, Gardening Club

| Movies on the Move, “Prairie Home Companion (PG)”, Village Hall. 7.30pm

Ladies Christmas Shopping Evening at Bampton Pre-School

| Uosie’s Draw, SPAJERS, The Romany

Quiz, FOBS. Bampton Primary School, 7.30pm

Christmas Bazaar, FOBS, Bampton Primary School 3pm

Bampton Slow Living Society, TBA

Shopping Trip to Portsmouth, Gardening Club, Market Square, 9am

Clanfield Historical Society Meeting, Barn at the Windmill Conference Centre, 7.30pm

") Pre-Christmas Bingo, Cancer Research UK. Village Hall

Outing to the Good Food Show, Garder

ng Club, Market Square, 9am

’ Quiz. Cancer Research UK, Village Hall

Village Nativity and Carol Singing: village and pubs, starting 6.45 p.m.

| St. Beornwald’s Day Candlelit Concert, Bam pion Classical Opera, St. Mary’s Church

| C&W Dance, Cancer Research UK, Carterton Social Club

Mummers. SPAJERS, Village Residences and Pubs

January

9" Movies on the Move, “The Painted Veil {12)". Village hall. 7.30pm

February

19" [Clanfield Historical Society Meetiné. Carter Institute Clanfield, 7.30pm

March

7" JAGM. BEWG, Village Hall. 8pm -

18" (Clanfield Historical Society Meeting, Carter Institute Clanfield, 7.30pm

April

15" [Clanfield Historical Society Meeting Carter Institute Clanfield, 7.30pm

May

24" BEWG Open Meeting. “Ponds for People” - Rod d’Ayala, Village Hall §pm

4" |Village Garage Sale. SPAJERS, | lém - 3pm

20" Clanfield Historical Society Meeting, Carter Institute Clanfield, 7.30pm

24" [The Great Annual Shirt Race, SPAJERS. 6.45pm - approximately

26" Morris Dancing Day

June

17 [Clanfield Historical Society Meeting: Carter Institute Clanfield, 7.30pm

July

31*1 BEWG Open Meeting, “The Oxford fo Fairford Railway" -Stanley Jenkins, Village Hall, §pm

August

25" Donkey Derby. SPAJERS, Sandfords;;Field, 2pm

27" SPAJERS Outing

October

30" BEWG Open Meeting, “Wildlife Crinie” - PC Simon Towers, Village Hall, 8pm

West Oxfordshire District Council Environmental Services
Holiday Refuse and Recycling Collection

August Bank Holiday

Normal Collection Day

Revised Collection Day

Wednesday 26 December
Wednesday 2 January

Wednesday 9 January

Friday 28 December
Friday 4 January

Thursday 10 january

For further information access the Website on
www.westoxon.gov.ul/environment

s
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The Bampton Beam is publ
der the auspices of The Bampton va
ish Councit, three times a year, and is
distributed free to all households and
businesses in Bampton. Exira copies
are available from the Post Office,
meie”s Patrick Strainge Butchers,
and The Library.
Editor
%%mi a Gray Tel: 851653
E-mail: fenellagray@witneyserve net
Sub-Editor
Tel: 85165
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work
vington
Treasurer
Grace Wilking
Advertising
Fred Gray: Tel: 851653/Fax: 851892
E-mail: fredgray@witneyserve.net
Photography
Richard Wilkins
Fred Gray
Contributions are always welcome
and should be sent to:
The Editor
The Bampton Beam
¢/o The Cotton Club
Market Square,
Bampton, Oxon OX18 2JJ.
Next Deadline: 31% January 2008
While every effort is made to ensure
that the information contained in this
publication is accurate, neither the
Bampton Parish Council, the Editor,
nor anyone supplying information or
articles for inclusion in the magazine,
can accept any responsibility for the
consequences of any error that may
occur. The views expressed in The
Bampion Beam are not necessarily
those of the Editor or The Parish
Council. Personal views are the
responsibility of the author in each
case.
The Beam Team wishes to thank The
Cotton Club and all of our advertisers
for their continued support. If you
wish to have The Bampion Beam
posted to yourself, or a relative or
friend, please send your name,
address and cheque (made payable to
The Bampton Beam) to:

The Bampton Beam, Subscriptions,
c/o The Cotton Club, Market Square,
Bampton, Oxon OX18 2JJ

Annual Subscriptions
£3.00 for UK : £10.00 for overseas
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