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ON YOUR MARKS: Some very young jockeys get taken to the
start line for the big race

IN THE SADDLE: These children were unconvinced about their noble steeds

Children take up the reins for
village's annual donkey derby

Pictures: Ric Mellis FRIENDLY FACE: The donkeys came from Weston-super-Mare

James Roberts

jroberts@ngo.com

CHILDREN got in the
saddle and raced don-
keys around a field as a
much-loved bank holi-
day tradition returned
on Monday.

Bampton held its annual
Donkey Derby in Sandford’s
Field and dozens of residents
turned up to watch one of
the village’s favourite events.

First held in the late 1960s,
the donkey races see kids
take centre stage, with their
parents able to bet on the out-
comes for a good cause.

The event is run by Bamp-
ton’s Society for the Preser-
vation of Ancient Junket-

HORSING AROUND: Quirky tradition sees kids race
animals to raise money for village’s senior citizens

ing (SPAJERS), which was
formed in 1953 and also runs
the village’s famous shirt
race in May.

Proceeds go towards a day
out for Bampton’s senior
citizens, with the money
sending two coach-loads of
pensioners to Weston-super-
Mare today.

The donkeys used on Mon-
day were hired from the sea-
side town and senior citizens
were invited to familiarise
themselves with the animals
they will see on Weston’s fa-
mous beach.

Race co-ordinator Don
Rouse, who has been in-

volved with the Donkey Der-
by for 51 years, said: “It was
typical Bampton - everyone
pitching in to have a lot of
fun and raise money for our
old folk.

“The one worrying moment
was the first race, where the
donkeys were a bit tense.

“But after that they calmed
down and everyone enjoyed
themselves — even the don-
keys loved it.It’s a great day
for the community and our
old folk will get their day out,
which is the main thing.”

SPAJERS was born from
the village -fundraising
groups set up for the corona-

tion of Queen Elizabeth II in
1953.

The Donkey Derby is one
of several events run by
the organisation, with fair-
ground rides, Aunt Sally and
crockery smashing featuring
alongside the races.

Mr Rouse said: “The day
out was quite a big event
and that has been going ever
since. Obviously life has
changed a lot but the race
has stayed the same.

“Every donkey - is spon-
sored by someone in-the vil-
lage and local businesses
sponsor the race - it’s a real
community event.”



YOUNG riders saddled up for Bampton’s annual Donkey Derby on Bank
Holiday Monday SEE PAGE 3 Picture: Ric Mellis
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