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AT LONG LAST
THE NEW PAVILION IS

N

Rapid progress has been made throughout
the winter months on the building of the
new Pavilion at the Recreation Ground.
The contractors - Wensley Builders - are
to be congratulated on the efforts made to

third phases, which comprise the laving of
a trim trail, and extensive landscaping of
the Recreation Ground, should be com-
pleted within the next 12 months.

When all three phases are complete, the

try and complete the

The New Pavilion

Parish Council plan

project on time, not-
withstanding the prob-
lem which arose in January due to the very
high water table. This showed that the
septic tank, which had been purchased
several years back, would not be adequate;
rain water was flowing from the drainage
arms back into the tank, rather than the
other way round! This meant that arrange-
ments had to be made to get the Pavilion
linked into the main drainage system, and
unfortunately this has taken some time,
and caused a delay to the completion.

Notwithstanding the slight delay, everyone
who has seen the facilities have praised the
development. The Pavilion is but one
phase of the three-phase project, funded
primarily by the Lottery, but with a very
welcome contribution from West Oxford-
shire District Council. The second and

to have a 'Grand
Opening'. In the
meantime, however, an 'Open Day' was
held on Saturday 3rd April, to give the
villagers an opportunity to see the facili-
ties.

Although the Pavilion will be primarily
used for sports activities, it will also be
available for functions such as wedding
receptions, wedding anniversaries, and so
forth. With the extensive car parking
facilities, and acres of space for children to
play if they get bored, it is hoped that the
Pavilion will be much in demand.

In the interim, until a permanent phone line
is established, bookings can be made
through David Hawkins, on 01993
851066.

Further information on the hiring of the
facilities can be found on page 13.

The Recycling
ins

With the advent of the Landfill Tax, fly
Hpping is becoming more and more preva-
lent. This, as you will have noticed, has
affected the lay-by just outside Bampton
on the Clanfield Road. West Oxfordshire
District Council, is responsible for clearing
abandoned vehicles from the site, and for
the operation of the bottle and paper
banks. Oxfordshire County Council High-
ways owns the site, and is responsible for
keeping the lay-by clear and free from fly
tipping. This nuisance is now costing them
a great deal of ratepayers money to clear,
and it is essential to catch the culprits. The
District Council cannot, at the time of
writing, actually get to the paper and
bottle banks to empty them, and is going
to ask the Parish Council to re-site them.
The Police are also trying to help.

Please keep your eyes open and report any
illegal dumping, and let's hope we can
catch the people responsible for the fly

ipping.

There's a special feature

in the centre pages for you!
In the centre pages of the next S issues of
the 'Beam’, there will be 5 separate maps,
which will show all of the public footpaths
in the Parish. This is the first time the
'Beam' has used colour, so this is an
important event. Many of the footpaths
are ploughed over, have been muddied by
cows, or are overgrown and therefore
hard to locate. The maps will show the
official legal footpaths, and will hopefully
help Bamptonians find the paths we are all
entitled to use. - The maps will be in the
centrefold so that they can be prised out
for ease of use. Eventually it is hoped to
make the maps into a booklet. Ann Nor-
man, Jo Lewington, and Gillie Marsh did
the drawings, and Ralph Norman did the
computer work. We hope that the maps
will help Bamptonians better enjoy the
countryside.
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BamvrTon VILLAGE  Anexcelle
Halo

ent venue for meelings, classes, parlies,
performances & fund-raising evenis.

Main hall with stage, curtains, lights & piano.
Well equipped kitchen and servery

Badminton court marked and

Lettings Officer: Mrs C. Greaves
38 Bushey Row, Bampton

with separaie locked bar.

equipment available.
Modern toilel facilities.

Tel: 01983 8508675

VILLAGE HALL

The Annual General Meeting will take
place in the Village Hall at 8pm on
Monday 26th April.

All residents of Bampion, over the age of
18 are entitled to attend and vote.

No major renovations or re-decorating
have taken place during the year, but there
is an ongoing programme of maintenance,
MNow that the Market Square garage build-
ing has been demolished, it is hoped that
there will be an improvement to the damp
in the kitchen wall The Committee will
keep in close touch with the developer to
see that any adjoining guttering and down-
pipes, etc., will be properly sited. Once the
damp problem is solved, the kitchen will
be re-decorated.

The Committee is very pleased that the
Bampton Baby Club is able to hold its
weekly meetings in the Hall, as it is
under-used at this time of day during the
week. It is also the type of use that the
Committee would like to encourage, as it
1s of benefit to the Community as a whole.

A Table Top Sale in February raised
£157.50 for the Hall funds. The Commit-
tee would like to thank all those who
supported this event, and in particular the
Mothers' Union, which donated a gener-
ous proportion of their raffle profits to the
Hall. Thanks are also due to Chrisiine
Greaves for her conscienticus work  as
Lettings Officer, and to Annette Minto for
her efficient cleaning, which is very much
appreciated.

The W.I. has generously provided 10 small
folding wooden tables to take the place of
the very old rickety card tables - no more
slopped cups of teal Many thanks for this
donation.

Y'S,
BAMPTON

St. Mary's PCC has now given the go
ahead for the tepair and conservation of
the West Door and Norman Door of the
Church. Happily, no further structural
problems came to light in the latest Quin-
quinennial Inspection. The ar-
. chitect has been instructed to
/\ obtain fresh estimates so that
the work can be under-
taken.  We hope it can
be completed before an-
other winter passes, and
in time to celebrate the
Millenium. A further
£2.500 has been re-
ceived from The His-
toric Churches Pres-
ervation Trust to-
wards the work.
Local fund rais-
ing has contin-
ued. The Christ-
mas Quiz eventu-
ally raised over
£200. Our thanks
1o the Wearne
\ family for com-
.\ piling this ever
popular  holiday
teaser. Ten more Ann Manly prmts of the
nghmoor Brook ford have been sold.
There is a framed copy displayed at New
2 You' if ‘anyone would like to see this
very appealmg view of Bampton. There
are still some signed and numbered copies
available from Jonathan Phillips.

PROJECT

By Julian Johnston
Readers will be aware that the attempt 0
raise sufficient money to purchase the site
of the old Market Square Garage has sadly
tailed. The cheques counted by the Bank
Manager on 25th February amounted to
£96075. Subsequent 'late payers' totalled a
further £4200, bringing the total to the
incredibly impressive figure of £1060275
This is a remarkable amount from a small
diverse community and we should all feel
very proud even though we were not
successful. A total of 204 cheques were
received thus mirroring the total voting
forms returned.
Grants from the Oxfordshire Environmen-
tal Trust and from the the Millennium
Commission - even if they agreed - would
not have been in place in the time scale
available.
1 would like to take this opportunity of
thanking all those many people who have
given me enormous support and encour-
agement over the past six weeks 1 am
deeply grateful to them, and particularly to
those who pledged their very generous
amournts - large or small [ would also like
to thank all the distribution staff of the
‘Beam' who twice were asked to take my
letters around in abominable weather.
What the future holds for the site is
anyone's guess. If the development as
planned goes ahead, it is not for the want
of trying to prevent it. Nearly 500 people
signed Mr. Kynaston-Pearson's pefition;
this number, and the amount that people
pledged, must surely indicate the commu-
nity's disapproval of the proposed devel-
opment.

Bampton Town Hall
Hiring

After many years, Mrs Hilda Pickard has
decided to retire form the job of Lettings
Officer. The Parish Council would like to
take this opportunity to thank her for her
sterling work over the many years she has
filled the post.

Until such times as the position is filled,
please contact Mrs B Sapford, Tel:
850776 to book the hall.
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COUNCIL NEWS

TRAFFIC CALMING

The road painting has been finished, but
some work is stil necessary to repair
peeling paint. As the work comes with a
guarantee, the contractors will be doing
the repair work at their own expense.
Planting along the verges is still outstand-
ing, but it 1s hoped to complete the work
for the spring.

Initial feedback is that the variety of traffic
calming measures undertaken, is having a
positive effect in reducing speeds, espe-
cially with visitors to the Village.

ROSEMARY LANE

Several residents of Rosemary Lane have
complained of the high traffic speeds down
this narrow stretch of road. The lane is
used as a short cut between Church View
and Market Square, and notably by people
of the Village. The Council has investi-
gated what measures, if any, it could take
to address the situation - such as making it
an 'access only' road, or erecting signs
declaring that the road is unsuitable for
traffic. For legal reasons however, it has
been concluded that it is not possible to
impose traffic orders on the lane. Given
the genuine concerns of the residents of
the lane, the Parish Council would very
much appreciate the co-operation of
Bampton residents in avoiding using the
lane except on foot.

MILLENIUM
In line with the Millenium Action Commit-
tee's request for various Bampton organi-
sations to take on, and find funding for,
various projects, the Parish Council has
agreed to do the following;
- Install new Notice Boards in the Market
Square for all to use.
- To investigate the feasibility of having a
Bampton WEB-Site on the Internet, and,
if affordable, to establish it as soon as
possible.
- To investigate how best to provide a bus
shelter opposite the Romany Inn. All agree
that this is badly needed.
- To administer the sponsoring of trees by
residents of all ages in certain areas of the

Recreation Ground. Final details will be
printed in the August edition of the 'Beam',
however, a couple of ideas being consid-
ered are as follows:.

£5 - Sponsorship
This will sponsor a small tree in one of the
3 acres being planted with 2 to 3 foot high
trees. No names of individuals will be
attached to the tree.

£10 - Sponsorship
This will sponsor a larger tree being
planted in an area near the Tennis Courts
with 4 to 6 foot high trees. The sponsors
name would be attached to the trees
support.
MILLENIUM

The Parish Council would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate the Millenium
Action Committee on the progress made
so far, and hope that each of the Bampton
organisations will accept the challenge of
taking on one or more projects.

CHANGE OF THE GUARD AT
BAMPTON

PC Bill Oddie will be leaving us shortly,
after policing Bampton, and the surround-
ing areas, for the
last 3 years. He will
be replaced by an
old friend, PC
Steve Patrick.
The Parish Council
would like to thank
Bill, on behalf of us
all, for his dedi-
cated approach to
his work, and in
keeping Bampton
safe for us all. ’
And Bill, good luck in your new assign-
ment.
We should also like to to say a big
welcome back to Steve. Let's give Steve
all of the help and co-operation possible to
allow him to do his job effectively, and
keep Bampton safe and peaceful.

Thames Valley Police
Report
by PC Bill Oddy.
A positive approach to target people who
were suspected of involvement in crime
was begun this year; this involved search
warrants, visibility stop checks, and work-
ing with other agencies such as Customs,
and D.H.S.8. investigators. We have used
technical equipment 1o help increase intel-
ligence. People who continue to commit
crime, cause disorder, or dréw while usad@f
the influence of dnink will be targeted in
1995
Twenty-one children took part m the
National Proficiency Scheme during last
summer. During the week the children
learned how to maintain and ride their
bikes safely. After dark, I will be out and
about trying to catch people without
lights! A set of lights costs £10. A fixed
penalty will cost £201111
A Typical Police Officer’'s Week.
Officers work 40 hours per week, on
various shifts. Half of my hours run be-
tween 6pm and 3am.
I cover 11 villages, with 50% of my time
being spent in Bampton. 1 am often called
upon to police demonstrations at Hillgrove
Farm, or Royal Visits at Windsor.
I deal with crimes, traffic accidents,
alarms, enquiries from other forces, all
firearm applications, licensing applications,
and warrants issued by courts. I have
implemented structured safety pro-
grammes at four schools, and I liaise with
the parish, district, and County councils on
various issues.
I focus my foot and mobile patrols to
specific areas, and carry out preventative
random checks - for instance if there were
a spate of egg throwing reported in Bushy
Row, during the evening, then 1 would
visit the area randomly to try and prevent
recurrence. Please keep the information on
incidents coming in, and T will continue to
target your problem.
I hope that this helps to explain why you
"never see a police officer”.
CRIMESTOPPERS. 0800 555 111
Call free if you have information about any
crime. You do not have to give your
name, and you may even recetve an award.
Finally, thank you for your support during
the last 3 years. I hope you all have a safe
and peaceful 1999.
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Pmpasedm ient behind church view

By Mike Balmer and Martin Landray

The former school playing field behind the
Bush Centre has finally been sold to a local
developer by Oxfordshire County Council.
The site has outline planning permission
for residential development. The new
owner, Cover Construction Ltd, has sub-
miited a planning application for six, two-

fordshire District Council,
The proposed development will have pro-
found implications not only for residents

existing walnut tree, which is a significant
local landmark, and has nostalgic memo-
ries for many who attended the school.

- The proposals represent an over-devel-
opment of the small site and will overlook
and dominate the surrounding properties.
- The development will considerably in-
crease fraffic levels in the surrounding
streets, and substantially reduce parking
space for the Youth Centre and Bush
Club.

thetic heart of Bampton  The current
proposals are not desigred to fulfil the
housing needs of the local community but
to maximise profitability for the developer.
To date the Planning Office has received
over 40 letters of complaint from con-
cerned Bampton residents in addition to
letters from organisations such as the
Parish Council and the Church View Resi-
dents Association. We are very grateful 1o
all those who have written letters objecting

A plan of the proposed site,
showing the position of the six
new houses,

of adjacent properties, but also for resi-
dents of the surrounding streets, and for
users of the Bush Cenire and Youth Club.
The proposal raises a number of important
concerns.

- The proposed development is not in
sympathy with the character of the sur-
rounding conservation area. ‘

- The site has significant historical interest,
being in one of the oldest parts of Bamp-
ton. Contrary to the requirements of the
outlining planning permission, the current
proposals make no provision for an ar-
chaeological survey.

- The plans include the felling of the

- Most worrying of all, the proposal sets
an undesirable precedent for the develop-
ment of a much larger area, including the
school playground and perhaps demolition

of the school building itself, which is not

listed.

On many of the above issues, the propos- k

als are in direct conflict with the local

planning policy produced by the West
in 1997  sub
Whilst new development is both necessary
and unavoidable in Banipton, we have a
collective responsibility to object to inap-
propriate proposals, and to prevent the

Oxfordshire District  Council

gradual erosion of the historic and aes-

to the proposals. In particular we would
like to thank Martyn Bishop and Gilly
Marsh of BEWG, and Earl Donoughmore
of the Society for the Protection of Bamp-
ton, for their support and helpful advice.
\ y go before the
ee in early April,
hat the developer
v at this stage and
osal. If this is the
est public comment.

be important t’hat“a large number of
letters of objection are sent, even if you
objected to the original proposal.

The -Bampton Beam

BAMPTON
MILLENNIUM (¢

ITT]

The Open Meeting held on Monday 1st
February was very well attended. Many
nteresting ideas were put forward, and the
Committee is now busy reviewing them to
see which ones will be taken forward.
One of the ideas was to enable Villagers 1o
purchase a tree to be planied somewhere
in the village, at a the site to be decided.
Anyone purchasing a tree would also be
entitled to write something in 2 Remem-
brance Book’, which would thereafier be
preserved and held for posterity.

Parish Council Undertakings
As part of the celebrations, the Parish
Council has agreed to purchase a new
permanent Notice Board for the village It
will be installed in the Market Square.
Also to be provided by the Parish Council
is a Bus Shelter, to be built next door to

The Horseshoe. Plans for this have already
been drawn up.

A WEB-site for Bampton is also being
looked into with the help of Alan Oliver
and a separate committee set up by the
Parish Council.

Woedland Project

A large project of planting a new 20 acre
wood behind the Recreation Ground in
Buckland Road was also discussed at the
meeting. The Woodland Trust are able to
arrange grants of approximately 65% of
the total costs for such projects, which
would leave the Village needing to raise
£25,000 to £30,000 to allow the project to
go ahead. The proposer of this project has
undertaken to approach various parties to
determine if funding can be arranged in
order to allow the project to proceed.

Mosaic for the Millennium
As its contribution to Bampton's celebra-
tions, West Oxfordshire Arts Association
is planning a pavement mosaic for the area
outside the Town Hall, near to the large
iree which serves currently as the local
notice board.
The three proposed themes which are to
be suggested to the artists are:
- Morris Dancers.
- The Castle
- The Beam (the tree from which Bampton
probably got its name).
One or more of these suggestions might be
incorporated into the final design.
If you have any other ideas of how
Bampton might be represented visually in
this medium, please contact Ernest
Reosengard (Chairman of the W .G A A),
Tel: 850276 before 21st April 1999
Special Events
The Bampton Town Football Club is
holding a Fun Football and Fete, on
Saturday Ist July, in the Football Field,
Buckland Road. If anyone is interested in
helping or supplying a team, please con-
tact Vicky Smith, Tel: 851683.
Millennium Mugs
To order Millennium mugs, please use the
form below.

BAMPTON MILLENNIUM COMMITTEE

We would very much appreciate it if you would fill in this form, cut it out, and place it in The Beam Box in
Abbey Properties. This is to help the Committee to find out how many children between the ages of 0 - 16,
will be entitled to receive a free Bampton Millennium Mug. The plan is to have the mugs available for

Name of child/children 1. ...

presentation on January 1st, 2000.

Address of Family ...

Name of person/s who would llike to purchase a Millennium Mug

Address of APPLICAI/S ...........oiiiiiiii oo

If there is not enough space on this form, please attach another piece of paper to it with the necessary details.
Many thanks for your time. Don't forget to place it in the box at Abbey Properties.
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F

Market Square Garage, Bampton

Oxfordshire

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5.30pm
Sat 8am - Ipm

We have recently moved to -
Rosemary Lane, Bampton.

Phone us for any guote - 01993 850366

V

)

The Bampton Beam

Coby Pines

Producers of Fine EnglishWines
And Vine Suppliers

Tel: 01993
842028

Castle Vineyard
Black Bourton Rd
Bampton

Oxon OX8 2PE

THE CROP SHOP - TOO
2 ROSEMARY LANE
BAMPTON
Tel: 01993 850850

We are competent in all aspects of
hair design.

We stock TRESemmé Products for
you to try .

We welcome all ages children to
Senior Citizens, men & women
(Reduced rates available)
Appointment not always necessary
Late night Fri. - Early start Sat.

PHILIPPA RAYNE
Registered Osteopath
FIONA GEARY

Physiotherapist
LESLEY MELLIN
Reflexologist
Aromatherapist

MOONRAKER LANE, BAMPTON,
OXON, 0X18 2 JH.
{Behind the Dental Surgery)
Tel: 01993 851359

DANETREE

Veterinary Surgeons
14 Coxwell Road,
Faringdon,

Oxon. SN7 7EZ
Tel: 01367 242777

Surgery on
Thursday mornings
{by appointment only)
at Bampton Library

FREE ESTIMATE OR ADVICE

SICK WASHING MACHINE
POORLY COOKER?

THE
| APPLLANCE DOCTOR
s

"ON CALL"
TELEPHONE FOR

WITNEY 705947

Evening and Weekend Cells at NO Extra Cost
Comprehensive stock of Pants

Curtain
Choice

Makers of Fine Soft Furnishings

Cunasins, Blinds, Swags & Tails.
Loose Covers & Re-upholstery Etc.
Home Choose Service Available ‘Permanent
Discount on Fabacs
Alterations & Restyling
From One Window to & Whole House

Let us give you a Free Quote
Tel: 01993 841368

IBEAMTECH

VIDEO, TV and MONITOR
SERVICES

* FREE ESTIMATES
* COLLECTION / DELIVERY
*7DAYS
* FAST, LOCAL, RELIABLE

Bampton Castle 01993 851109

m |

E. TAYLOR & SON

Established 1885
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
A caning personal service from a

family business

Funeral Directors:

BRIAN TAYLOR & PETER SMITH
Tel: Carterton 842421 (24hr Personal Service)
Witney 702123 9am - 5pm
Home arrangements - Private Chapel of Rest
SET IN LANDSCAPE GARDENS

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan

All kinds of Masonary work

M VOLUNTEER ¢
J  LNK-UP

VOLUNTEE
LINK-UP

Volunteer Link-Up is a local charity serv-
g Witney and surrounding villages,
which maiches people who have some
time 10 spare, with those who are in need
of help. They are in urgeni need of
volunteers to mow grass and tidy pension-
ers gardens.

Lots of requests for help have been re-
ceived already this year, but the number of
people offering to help is at an all-time
low.

Volunteer Link-Up is anxious not to dis-
appoint the worried pensioners, so if you
would be able to give a few hours to help
please contact them Tel: 01993 776277.
The Volunteer Link-Up office is open
from 9am - 1pm, Monday to Friday, and is
on the first floor of the Methodist Church
buildings, 10 Wesley Walk, Witney.

Sharing the Caring with

community

care

Established 1983

Help with a bath?

Assistance in getting up, or
going to bed?

Cooking a light meal,
shopping, walking or nightsitting?

We provide personal caring
services for the elderly and
disabled
Tel: 01993 700050

Prospect House, Bampton,
Oxon. OX18 2LF

Registered as Emplyment Agency Business

VITNEY AN

Shaun Woodward, MP for West Oxfordshire, has joined forces
with the Carers' Centre and the Wiiney Gazetie to honour the
work carried out by the increasing number of carers in the area.
The very first Carers' Hearts of Gold was launched at the Marlborough Hotel in Witney.
The aim is 1o raise awareness as to the role played by carers, sometimes juggling the
pressures of a job, children, and caring at the same time Some are just children
themselves, looking after family members

At the Awards Ceremony on the 13th June, which will be hosted by Shaun Woodward,
Esther Rantzen will be presenting Hearts of Gold awards to carers representing the full
range of caring situations. Over the next few weeks the Witney Gazette will carry profiles
of a variety of carers, and will be highlighting the good work of the Carers Cenire in
Witney.

The Carers Club meets on the last Wednesday of the month in the Methodist Church
Centre, from 1pm - 3pm. It is a lively supportive group - exchanging information and
news, enjoying talks and demonstrations and occasional outings.

Helen de Salis is at Witney Community Hospital, Consulting Room 3, Monday, Tuesday
& Wednesday 9am - Ipm, Tel 81993 602943 or Tel 01295 264545, Please call in and
see Helen for advice and information or just to talk. Home visits can be arranged - ring
to make an appointment to suit you.

Alpha . . You remember!
A 'yellow' invitation?
To explore the meaning of life,
For finding out more about the Christian Faith!
Folk from Bampton came, enjoyed it, made friends, and are so glad they made the effort.
Perhaps you missed the last one but would like to come to the next one which starts with
a delicious hot supper and local chat on Wednesday 21st April at 7pm.

Do come . . . perhaps with a friend?
Give Dave or Jan a ring on Tel: 01993 850046.

LOOKING

by Anon
1 don't look back: God knows the fruitless efforts,
The wasted hours, the sinning, the regrets,
1 leave them all with Him who blots the record,
And mercifully forgives, and then forgets.

Pause for thought

I don't look forward: God sees all the future,
The road that, short or long will lead me home,
And he will face with me its every trial,

And bear for me the burdens that may come.

1 don't look in: for then I am most wretched,

Myself has nought on which to stay my trust,
Nothing I see, save failures and shortcomings,
And weak endeavours crumbling into dust.

But I look up into the face of Jesus . . .

For there my heart can rest, my fears are stilled;
And there is joy, and love, and light for darkness,
And perfect peace, and every hope fulfilled.
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BAMPTON CHURCHYARI
THE LATEST DISCOVERIES

By Dr. John Blair

Many readers will have noticed, and per-
haps visited, the small excavation on the
south side of the chancel during the first
two weeks of August last year. This was a
'rescue’ exercise, prompted by a scheme to

rubble (see drawing). The cist was slightly
bow-sided, equipped with a head-recess,
and rendered around the inside, to give the
impression of a stone coffin. Of the origi-
nal body, only the skull and a few associ-

Two phases on was another unusual
burial, this time in a straight-sided wooden
coffin of which a very clear stain remained
in the soil (see drawing)

The bones of the upper skeleton were
tumbled and disarranged, suggesting that
the body may have been
in an advanced state of

-1 metre

i,

\\\ moriar

decay at the time of
burial. This odd phe-
nomenon has been
widely observed in
tenth- and eleventh-cen-
tury graves: does it indi-
cate some oOtherwise un-
recorded burial rite? Just
above the  north-west
corner of the coffin, the
grave-fill “contained a
small iron bell. Whether
this was associated with
the coffin is unclear; if

soft vellow

equip the church with a toilet, but in the
event, it made an unexpectedly fruitful
addition to the picture of the early church-
yard built up from previous work.

The density of graves was exceptional,
even for Bampton: there were at least
eleven burial phases, six of them appar-
ently pre-dating the building of the chancel
around 1160. The earliest, probably of the
eighth or ninth centuries, were dug into
what turns out to be the east-facing slope
of a natural mound on which the church
was built. Multiple inter-cutting layers of
pre-Conquest burials are normally only
found in towns: the find suggests not only
that the area around the east end of the
church was at the heart of the early
cemetery, but also that the pressure for
space was unusually intense. Some minster
cemeteries expanded their areas in the late
Anglo-Saxon period (for instance, locally,
Shipton-under-Wychwood); at Bampton
this option was for some reason not taken,
and use may have intensified correspond-
ingly.

The third burnal 'generation' included a
remarkable feature which roused great
interest among visitors as it gradually
emerged from the soil; a burial in a cist or
imitation coffin, carefully built of mortared

ated bones remained, the rest having been
evicted to make way for a secondary
burial. Tombs of this kind (though not
bow-sided) became common in England
during the twelfth century, but the Bamp-
ton example can scarcely be later than
¢.1000. Much closer parallels are known
throughout the early middle ages from
France, including some bow-sided ones of

so, it would be another
unique find for this period. Above this
burial, a dump of clean earth seems likely
to represent a building-up of the naturally
sloping surface, maybe when the chancel
was built in the twelfth century, as an
eastwards extension from the earlier nave.
As always the Parish authorities gave
every possible help, and T am most grateful
to everyone who dug, especially Roger
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the ninth and tenth centuries. It is bizarre
that a small trench in Bampton Churchyard
should encounter this apparently unique
Anglo-Saxon example of a FEuropean
burial type, and the radiocarbon results are
eagerly awaited.

Cole for his heroic trowelling. It was
gratifying to see so much local interest,
and 1 hope to be able to present the results
more fully next year in a lecture and
perhaps and exhibition.

The Bampton Beam

A SUNDAY ST

By Bili Govier

Sandfords Field

The Ford

Bampton-in-the-Bush has changed so
much that it is hardly recognisable as the
picturesque little town where 1 was bom
and grew up.

Thankfully it has not all gone. One day last
summer, armed with my camera, I took a
walk around my old childhood haunts, and
found a few views that took me straight
back to the early 1940's.

A beautiful old thatched cottage can be
seen from Sandfords Field, and it has not
changed one bit - not even a TV aerial to
spoil the feeling of being back in short
trousers, and playing ball games right there
in what used to be the school playing field.
A stream, which can be seen from the

footbridge in Cheyne Lane, is exactly as 1
recall it, even though the bridge itself is
now concrete, and not the rickety old
wooden structure of those days gone bye.
How many Bampton residents know
where to find a ford in the Town? Alright,
I know it's only for agricultural use, but it
is there, and is still used today.

There is another special place that used to
be known as the 'swimming hole'. This
spot is now home to a pair of swans, so I
will not give away the location. Anyway,
back in 1942 it was a popular summer
meeting place, although our little gang of
ten-year-olds were forbidden to enter the
water because our parents were convinced

The stream from Cheyne Lane

we would all catch poliomyelitis. To be
certain we kept out, we were not allowed
bathing trunks or towels. However,
schoolboys are nothing if not ingenious. It
was wartime, and with so many sandbags
around, we were sure a few would not be
missed! With the bottom corners cut off]
they made great makeshift swimming
trunks; but boy, did they scratch the skin!
However, now suitably dressed, we would
fearlessly leap into the water - which on a
good day would almost reach to our
waists - and afterwards, a few old rags and
the sun soon dried us off. Luckily none of
our gang caught polio! Ah, Happy Days.

The swimming 'ole
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QUALITY PARTS, COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES

QUALITY PARTS, COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES
' T

HE COMPLETE MOTORING SERVICE
ROLLING ROAD ENGINE TUNING
STATE OF THE ART DIAGNOSTICS

CAR REPAIRS

SERVICING

MoT WORK ffv‘;YESK
BREAKDOWNS

DISCOUNT CAR PARTS
FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

ALSO HOUSING

OXFORD CARB SERVICES
Weber ¢ Solex ¢ Pierburg etc

GREY
GABLES
GARAGE

CURBRIDGE. WITNEY, ONON OX& 7PD

TELEPHONE
WITNEY (01993) 702609

NEW SKODA DEALER

New & Used Cars
of other makes available

MOT and garage repairs

BMW SPECIALISTS

Fitted or Repaired at Sensible Rrices

ntre
rom Aus

Simple D.LY. fitting
10ft x 8 ft - £120.00

or we will fit for you

The CONSERVATORY SPECIALISTS 7 :
Quality Blinds of All Kinds BIA easure & Fit FF-.’EEHi

For a FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTE
Ring John Rapley your
FRIENDLY LOCAL BLINDS MAN

‘ Witney (o1993) 1 1 6 234;’”

or FREEPHONE

0800 980 2234

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

A big thank you and well-done to the
parish Council for implementing my traffic
calming scheme. However, to be afford-
able, the scheme is just the minimum
which the Parish Council must review
regularly. Traffic increases in the past 12
months alone and rat-running of huge
lorries, especially along Buckland Road,
shows there is more to be done.

Bampton residents have pushed for com-
prehensive traffic measures for well over
10 years, in which time they met resistance
from the authorities, while traffic problems
increased. It took this long and around 16
months of personal effort to get a scheme
underway. It is a long, slow process but it
can be done.

I am now starting a pressure group to
tackle the issue of large lorries. If anyone
wants to help, please contact me Tel:
850588. The idea is to pass details of
lorries (who are not delivering) to the
parish Council who, hopefully, will write
to the companies concerned. This is effec-
tive elsewhere.

In addition, please can the Parish Council
consider budgeting for calming measures
in New Road including the urgent school
warning signs. Also we probably need a
formal traffic survey to be carried out as
soon as possible which could act as guide
for continuing improvements.

Yours faithfully,

Roger Howard,

Fleur De Lys', High St, Bampton.

Dear Editor,

Market Square Project

Now that the dust has settled and the
village has been unable to raise the huge
sum required, I would like on behalf of the
Parish Council and, I'm sure, on behalf of
the whole village, to thank and to con-
gratulate Julian Johnson on running an
excellent campaign to try and stop the 3
storey building from being built.

We on the Parish Council have been
objecting to the plans for over 4 years and
have been surprised that Bampton resi-
dents had not objected previously - only a
handful of private objections had been sent

to the District Council. Most residents, 1
believe, never really thought the garage
would ever be pulled down. What a shock
it was in December, therefore, when the
bulldozers arrived!

So what can we do at this late stage?
Firstly, representatives from the Parish
Council will approach Western Counties
developers to see if there is anyway they
can reduce or modify the severe impact of
the huge 3-storey building.

Secondly, we will continue to develop our
plans to improve the Market Square.
Graham Haslam already has a number of
interesting ideas which, when endorsed by
the Parish Council, will be put forward on
display in the Town Hall for scrutinising
by all interested residents. Please watch
out for notices advertising the display.
Yours sincerely,

David Hawkins,

Chairman Bampton Parish Council.

Dear Editor,

Once again we have someone trying to
change something in dear old Bampton;
now it's the Station Road under review. At
least, while it remains Station Road, it lets
us know that we once had a station. One
of the many things Bampton has lost from
its past.

I have many happy memories of the station
and the 'Bampton Flyer' as, I expect, have
many more Bamptonians. Wouldn't it be
nice to hear the train whistle once again.
It would be interesting to know what
Brize Norton people who live in Station
Road think, and what they would call it if
it were changed?

I think things should be left as they are,
and not altered just because Mrs Rush-
forth wants to change her address.

Yours,

Freda Bradley,

Colville Close, Bampton.

Dear Editor,

1 was born in Bampton, although not so
long ago as some of the real old Bampton-
ians who are still around. Yet T felt very
hurt when I read that someone wanted to
change the name of Station Road.

What else do they want to change?

They have already given 'mew names' to
School Lane, Slaughter House Lane, Pud-
ding Corner etc.; oh I could go on and on.
Why can't people who come into these
villages be content with the original

names? | grew up with the old names, and
when people stop and ask where so and so
is, I have to stop and think it's probably an
old road having had its name changed.

If people don't like it why live there? I'm
proud to be a Bamptonian and if [ lived in
Station Road 1 would be proud of that as
well - at least I would know who had used
the road before me!

Yours,
Mrs Rail, Bampton.

Dear Editor,

The previous edition of the Beam' con-
tained a letter from Mrs Rushforth sug-
gesting that Station Road be renamed. The
idea is ludicrous!

There is quite enough change to contend
with already in the modern world. Her
perception of a Tony Hancock/Railway
Cuttings image suggests an element of
snobbery to me.

The station may have gone, but many
roads are named after features which no
longer exist. This gives interest and his-
torical perspective to a place. Must every-
thing which no longer has contemporary
significance be renamed?

In any case 1 do not think that the
authorities would readily agree to a
change of name without good cause since
it would involve expense and inconven-
ience, not least to residents and businesses
in Station Road.

Yours sincerely,

Mr G. Soames, Primrose Lane, Weald.

These letters are in reply to a leiter
published in the December's edition of
The Beam. We received a few more, but

Jfor Ed's eyes only!

OBITUARY

The 'Beam' is sad to report that "Pansy",
he 'dog of the month' in the 'Beam' o
ugust 1997, died on February 22n
ast. She is sadly missed.
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BAMPTON BOYS F.C.

by Mrs Lindern Burley, Vice Chairman B.B.F.C.

Good news for all boys between
the ages of 15 and 16, 2 new Under
16's team 1s being formed and will
be playing in the 99/00 season. If
you would like to play, please
contact the Club on the telephone
number given at the end of this
article.

Currently the Under 11's are doing

After a slow, steady start to the

season, when the Under 13's team  Ull's,  Ul3's other members. There will also be the :
was only managing to win every other game, in November their fortunes turned around.  and Ul16's lev- chance to have a look inside the new BUCkland R()ad, Recreatlon Grﬂund
Since then, the team has not lost, winning eight matches and drawing one. Not only are . els, with 3 Recreation Ground Pavilion, and a light

they beating most league opposition, the team also enjoyed a most successful run in the
K.O. Cup, losing to Witney Town in the semi-final. For a small village team, this has
been a fantastic effort from all the boys.

The Under 16's were promoted to the A-League this season, and have done very well.
They will finish mid-table. Not a bad feat for their first taste of the A-League.

The next event planned, is an evening of mini-soccer for boys and girls of ages 8, 9 and
10, on April 8th at 6pm, at the Recreation Ground. The club is acutely aware that this
age group is not being catered for, and have tried, unsuccessfully, to start a team for this
age group in the past. We are hoping that one or two parents will take the initiative and
organise a team for this age group. The club is fully committed to helping anyone taking
on this job and will provide anything that may be needed. Let's hope in the next issue of

excellent

Girls and Boys
Under 10's
Football

by David Hawkins
What does the future hold?
I write as Chairman of the Boys Football
Club, because T am dismayed that possibly
a hundred or more Bampton girls and boys

under the age of ten are not getting a

teams at  the

very - good
pitches, multi-
sport facilities
for practice,
and the new

changing fa-
cilities in the Pavilion. Why then can the
village not produce just 2 managers and a
few assistants to run an Under 8 and an
Under 10 team? Surely many parents

TENNIS CLUB

By Debbie Landray

Bampton Tennis Club is hoping to attract
new members for the coming year. We are
lucky enough to have two of the best hard
courts in the area, and with the member-

s ZE ship fees frozen at £50
per family, £20 per
adult, and £10 per jun-
ior/adult in further edu-
Y, cation, the facilities can
be emoyed at very rea-

gl
=0

you haven't already done so) and to meet

buffet will be served for a small charge.
Club mights are every Thursday from
6.30pm commencing April 1st, so please
come and join us. As the season
progresses we are hoping to set up a
separate club night for juniors. This year
we are producing a contact list to make it
easier for members to arrange games if
they so wish. We will also be playing
informal matches against other local clubs
with a view to entering teams into a

CRICKET CLU

It's the time of year once again that we will start to hear that lovely 'thunk’, as leather hits
willow, and think of sitting in the sunshine enjoying a

cricket tea, while watching the peaceful game of village

cricket.

We now have the artificial wicket waiting for us to play,

and a few friendly matches have been booked already. We

can also provide bats, cricket pads etc., so don't worry if
you haven't any cricket gear.

Unfortunately, Bampton Cricket Club are urgently in need of
new members, both playing and non-playing of any age and

ability.

The club would also like to hear from any boys

irls, iﬁ&@f%i@d in forming a youih
rg 2

HIRE CHARGES

ampton Soccer and Cricket Clubs (use of Pavilion and pitches)

Boys
Men

ther Soccer and Cricket Clubs £25 per game (£15 pitch fee+£10 changing rooms)

£150 per team per annum
£200 per team per annum

Tenms, Bowls and Archery Clubs as detailed below:

ENERAL HIRE - Minimum 2 hours

the 'Beam', we can report that a new team has been formed. realise ‘that their children are missing out league. The Annual Tournament will take

On May 15th the Annual Trophy Night will take place in the new pavilion. An evening  on this critical stage of developing basic place in the summer. In previous years this General £5 per hour
that is always wezll attended and enjoyed byv all. ﬂ ‘ ‘ : soccer skills, and leanlfng to work to- has been and enjoyable afternoon spent Commercial Hire £15 per hour
The club's AGM is on the 7th July at The Talbot Hotel in Bampton. Unfortunately, this  gether as a team. Children at this age ;, playing tennis in a competitive yet friendly Morning Session 8am - 1pm £90

event is not generally so well attended, but we sincerely hope this year more parents will . would play only in friendly matches and | environment. Afternoon Session 1pm - 6pm £20

attend. Mrs Mandy Bowman, secretary, will be resigning after many years of excellent = most likely in 7-a-side games, so that they If you are interested in joining the Tennis Evening Session 6pm - lam £60

work for the club, and we are very sorry that she is leaving. We would like to take this  are fully involved throughout the match. Club, please contact Johm Williams (to midnight on Sundays)

opportunity to thank her most profusely, for all her help and hard work over the years. = What we need is for a few parents to come (membership secretary), Tel: 850680, Wedding Receptions £150

We should also like to thank Andy Bowman for his supportive role over the years in  forward and start preparing for the 99/00 for a membership form and/or further (available 8am to lam)

more ways than we have room to mention. Michael Wooloff, Treasurer, is also resigning  season. information.

due to pressure of work. So as you can see, the club is in desperate need of help in many  The existing Boy's Club will help finan- XTRAS Licensed Bar £15 per let
areas. We will also be losing Mike Whalley, a founder member of Bampton Boys, who  cially to get some new teams started, and BAMPTON ARCHERY CLUB Preparation Time £1 per hour
has always been enthusiastic and hard working, with the good of the club always we will also provide 'hand me down' kit We meet every Wednesday 6pm to 8pm at Deposit for Glasses £5

foremost in his actions and deeds. Mike has been involved in boy's football for many
years, and will be sorely missed, but 1 am sure he will keep in touch with the club and,
who knows, he may miss it so much that he may well return at a later date. Finally, the
club is grateful to everyone involved in the pavilion project, and would like to say a big
thank you to all concerned. This facility will make life easier for everyone at all levels,
and the club is looking forward to using these facilities in the coming 99/00 season.

and soccer balls.

Please turn up at the 'Talbot Inn' on
Wednesday 5th May at 8pm - which is our
regular committee meeting - to discuss the
way forward. Your children may not get a
second chance!

Page 12

the Recreation Ground starting from April.
Indoor archery will be available in the new
Pavilion. For further information contact,
John Hill, Tel: 850513 or Adrian
Nowell, Tel: 831683.

(not licensed bars)

ookings and Enquiries: Derek Moscrop, Tel: 07974 035453

sonable
well, the team being formed initially ~ chance to play in the younger-age team cost. team.
from a plethora of boys. The that we on the commitiee have been We are If you are interested contact Alan Clarke, Tel: 850201 or Bill Gedfrey, Tel: 850014,
present squad ‘consists of 17 play-  amdous to encourage. holding
ers who display great team spirit.  Most residents . ; our own
The team has had its ups and =~ will be aware 42‘ = = Tennis
downs' in the League, but remain - that we have 3 =) ] Club Open Day on Saturday 17th April o ®
mid-table with the promise of a very well sup- from 2Zpm - 6pm. This will provide a great The PaVlllgn
The Bampton Boys U1l Football Team good start to the 99/00 season. ported boy's opportunity to start the playing season (if
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R. COOPER

BUILDERS - PAINTERS - DECORATORS
CARPENTRY - JOINERY - GENERAL REPAIRS
SPECIALISTS IN DRY STONE WALLING

The Old Gasworks, Aston Road, Bampton

Oxon 0OX18 2AL

Phone/Fax 01993 851851

BUREAU

Call in and send a fax message or

ask for details of special schemes

art

Emmie’s

NEWSAGENTS

Bridge Street, Bampton Tel. 850467

Newspapers delivered anywhere in Bampton

@Hmmmg

JS

Bampton
Oxon

Member ot the Natwnal Hairdressers Federation

The Cottage
Market Square

0X18 2JJ
Tel: 01993 850334

PR KK KKK KK

v+ Electric Vehicles Wtd

Moonraker Lane, Market Square, Bampton, Oxon OX18 2JH

THE ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPECIALISTS

Regular routine maintenance -
24-hour emergency breakdown service

Spare parts for most makes of vehicle from stock
Service exchange units (diffs, motors, steering boxes)

Replacement batteries and chargers
Body repairs and rebuilding facility

New and used vehicle sales department
Charger and battery service facility

Electronic control specialists

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

For details telephone WITNEY (01993) 850714/850025

I‘l

memeen
(1418)
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By Mrs Bruce-Mitsford

GROUP

The recent dilemma over the Market
Square site has generated considerable
discussion about the conservation of
Bampton's environment, sometimes in-
formed, sometimes inaccurate. A conver-
sation between a BEWG member and
another revealed that there is considerable
misapprehension about BEWG'S part in
cordronting this issue. So it seemed appro-
priate to devote this emiry in the Spring
edition of the ‘Beam' to give a brief resume
of BEWG's origin, primary objectives, and
the way these are put into practice.
BEWG came into being in the late summer
of 1989, when the owners of the last two
dwellings on the east side of Aston Road
discovered, by mere chance, that a plan-
ning application was being submitted to
the West Oxfordshire District Council to
erect a small industrial unit, adjoining
these properties, and abutting on to the
Green Belt land between Bampton and
Aston. So incensed were these residents
by this project that they decided to mount
a campaign of opposition. To achieve this,
they studied the plans and made them-
selves familiar with planning laws and
procedures - which include the right of
Bampton residents to express their views
on planning applications affecting the vil-
lage. Fortified with this knowledge, they
drafted a petition and personally visited
households in the village to explain the
problems and canvas opposition, either
through signing the petition, or writing on
their own account to West Oxfordshire
Planning Department.

The support was positive and permission
was refused. However, the issue brought
home the need for a system that would
routinely monitor planning applications af-
fecting Bampton. A Steering Committee
was formed to look into how this could be
organised, and a public inaugural meeting
was held, where a proposal was consid-
ered to set up a permanent committee. Its
constitution was outlined, an Executive
Committee of 4 officers and 6 members
was elected, and 80 members were en-
rolled.

The various objectives were described, the
first of which was reviewing applications

affecting Bampton. The Commiittee was
challenged very shortly afierwards by an
application to build a sizeable retirement
complex in the grounds of Folley House
Such & development would seriously im-
pair an important view of the village's
eastern edge across the Shillbrook. Since
then, planning issues have continued to be
a major focus, with a member of the
Executive Commuttee reviewing all plans
for new developments of, or substantial
alterations to, buildings, and/or natural
sites. The findings are then reported to the
Committee which then decides by vote
whether to recommend to the West Ox-
fordshire Planning Department (a) un-
qualified approval, (b) modification to
parts of the plan, or (¢) outright refusal. In
the latter instance, members of BEWG are
circulated with details of the plan, the
grounds for the Executive Committee's
decision, and what to do if they wish to
submit their own views to West Oxford-
shire. This is purely an information exer-
cise and no pressure is put on members to
support the Executive Committee's posi-
tion. Executive members attend the
monthly meetings of West Oxfordshire
District Council Lowlands Planning Com-
mitiee, as non-participating observing
members of the public. This enables them
to keep abreast of the situation.

Another important facet of planning, is the
occasional Public Inquiry which takes
place when the District Council refuses
planning permission, and the applicant
appeals to the Secretary of State for the
Environment against the decision. BEWG
attends these events and is permitted to
speak on the issues under consideration. A
recent example was the Public Enquiry
held in January 1998 into the development
of 25 houses along Station Road, where
the Bampton District Councillor, Chair-
man of the Parish Council, the Society for
the Protection of Bampton, and BEWG all
spoke against the scheme. In this case the
presiding inspector also did not support
the proposal, and the project was aban-
doned.

This strong emphasis on planning and
development which is the major environ-

menial threat in ioday's
throughout the United Kingdo y
ate the impression that BEWG does not
march with the times and is generally
opposed to anything new. This is an
incorrect perception, and probably sterns
from the fact that controversial issues in
planning inevitably receive much publicity
{e.g. the recent Market Square problem),
whereas other beneficial help or nterven-
tion may not be generally known.
in the decade since it started, BEWG has
generated a number of other activities with
a more obviously positive bias, such a
systematic surveillance of the 37 footpat
around Bampton. Twenty-five me :
cach have responsibility for walking a
particular path twice a vear, reporting any
damage, poor upkeep or illegal blocking.
On occasions, more active involvement is
required as in the case of Hosking Bam
Path off the Buckland Road. This path had
been closed to walkers by the then owner
of a house along the path. BEWG initiated
an application to the West Oxfordshire
County Council designating the path as a
public Right of Way. It was necessary to
have written evidence from at least 12
people that they had continuously used the
path for over twenty years. By the use of a
questionnaire, followed by door to door
inquiries, more than 80 people were found
to have used the path over the necessary
years, including 54 over 30 years, and 4
for over 70 years. This evidence boosted
our case and the path was designated a
public Right of Way.
A new activity related to footpaths is the
scheme to set up a complex of bicycle
tracks around Bampton to save enthusias-
tic cyclists from having to face the busy
traffic on the main roads. A committee has
been set up to organise this ambitious
project and to date two areas have been
selected. The first is along Buckland Road,
using the grass verges from the Recreation
Ground to Tadpole Bridge. The second is
along Mount Owen Road to Curbridge via
Lew. They will be surveyed by Sustrans,
the national body promoting cycle tracks,
by the end of March. Sustrans has been
very supportive to Bampton's efforts and
is doing the work free of charge. When
completed and in use, the West Oxford-
shire District Council will maintain the
bicycle tracks.
This venture has been adopted by the
Parish Council as one of Bampton's Mil-
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lenmum. projects, A gratifying spin-off
from BEWG's effort, is that Buckland has
followed suit and is developing its own
track.

BEWG also has an educational side and
mounts four lectures a year illustrating
aspects of environmental conservation.
Over the past year these have featured the
work of the Royal Commission for the
National Monuments of England, the Lost
Manor of Wyck near Faringdon, the work
of Sustrans, and the varied tasks of the
Council for the Protection of Rural Eng-
land. The millenmal year started with an
especial bang, when Freda Bradley - who
comes from a very long established Bamp-
ton family, and has been a member of the
Executive committee since 1991 - gave an
lluminating account of growing up in the
1920's. Supporting her was Don Rouse
who gave an equally interesting account of
farm-work at that time. Freda is preparing
a book on her childhood in Bampton.

A different venture has involved the Pri-
mary School helping pupils to become
aware of their environment and its inter-
esting features. This has been achieved
over the years by providing nesting boxes,
constructed by a BEWG member to hang
in recently planted trees, and providing
prizes for a painting competition depicting
Spring, or a feature of Bampton. A study
picnic for children and teachers of the
senior class was also organised in Knapp
Farm Meadow - a two acre field being
cultivated as a natural meadow by the
Shillbrook. A treasure hunt for flora and
fauna was organised, picnic lunches were
provided, and a discussion of the problems
in keeping an old style field going con-
ducted. This led to a subsequent visit by
BEWG members to the school to see the
work the children had put into the project,
and which tevealed a high degree of
understanding of the issues involved, a
genuine concern for conservation prob-
lems, and a variety of suggestions for
dealing with them. It had been hoped to
make this and ongoing project, but sadly
Frances Deane, who owned the field, died
unexpectedly, and the field has not been
available since then. BEWG, however,
maintains an ongoing interest in the field,
and, if the opportunity arises, the project
will re-established as a memorial to
Frances. For more information contact Jo
Lewington Tel: 850947.

Caring for men and women blinded
in the Service of their country.

T oyt P
fhe Bampton Beam

St Dunstan's was established in 1915 and
helps to rebuild the lives of men and
women who have not only been blinded,
but, in many cases, appallingly injured in
the service of their country. St Dunstan’s
aims to enable its blind ex-Service men
and ‘women to have a fulfiling, and as
independent 2z life as possible within the
scope of their injuries. Our care 1s for life
and extends to the spouse/pariner and
immediate dependants.

This year is the fifty-fourth anmversary of
the end of the Second World War. How-
ever, for our older 8t Dunstaners, it is just
another reminder of the frightful adjust-
ment they had to make to the terrible
tragedy of sudden blindness all those years
ago. For most people, it is hard to imagine
what it must be like to be without sight, let
alone for fifty-four years or more. Our
younger blinded men and women (some of
whom are in their early 20s) still have this
awful prospect ahead of them.

Over thirty years ago, St Dunstan's
stopped fund raising as it was advised by
the Chanty Commissioners that there were
sufficient funds for the foreseeable future.
Sadly, this has not proved to be the case.
Higher costs and falling income have
forced us to seek public support once
again. This is due to the intensive nursing
which some of the elderly patients now
require and also to the never-ending intake
and unprecedented needs of the very se-
verely handicapped younger men and
women. In addition, many ex-Service men
and women become blinded in later life.
Anybody who is an ex-Service man or
woman, and who is significantly visually
impaired in both eyes, and is not already
known to St Dunstan's, is encouraged to
get in touch with us at the earliest possible
opportunity.

QOur second apphication for Government
funding was turned down, as was our
application for assistance from the Na-
tional Lottery. St Dunstaners gave their
sight defending the freedom of their
counry. Please help so that we can con-
tinue to assist blind ex-Service men and
women. Any support you give will be

invaluable and much appreciated. A Rare

Opportunity for You All -

"By gracious permission of Her Majesty
the Queen, there is a rare opportunity to
visit Frogmore House, Gardens and Mau-
soleum and support the blind ex-Service
men and women of St Dunstan's.

Gates open 10am - 6pm, Wednesday Sth
May 1999. Tickets £2.50 each (children
up to 16 free) from: Linda Rowlands,
Fund Raising Department, St Dunstan's,
12-14 Harcourt Street, London WIA
4XB. Cheques payable to St Dunstan's.
Tel: 0171 7235021."

For further information contact Fund Rais-

ing Department, Greville Malet Tel: 0171 .

723502.

E—

BUSH CENTRE
The club meets every Wednesday in the
Scout Hut in Church View, and caters for
40 pensioners. We provide tea, coffee, and
a hot meal, and for many this is the only
day they have away from their homes
during the week. All helpers, cooks and
drivers are volunieers.
We encourage our members to play
games, and take part in activities.
We raise our own funds for outings to
places of interest, theatre trips, and to pay
for speakers. For more information please
contact
Joan Granville, Tel: 850407 or Vera
Allport, Tel: 850411,

BAMPTON EXHIBITION
FOUNDATION

The foundation exists to maintain the Old
Grammer School building (now the Li-
brary) and to provide financial support to
young people residing in the Ancient Par-
ish of Bampton, Aston, Lew and Weald.
The financial help is for young people who
would like to participate in any academic
or sporting course or activity of educa-
tional value which would otherwise be
beyond their means.

We try to offer a bursary of 50% of the
amount required. Anyone who feels they
qualify (or knows of someone who may do
so) should contact, Roger Snow, Tel:
850113

BAMPTON BRIDGE CLUB
The club meets in the Village Hall every
Tuesday 7.30pm - 10.30pm. Duplicate
bridge is played on the 1st, 3rd and any
5th Tuesday of the month. Rubber bridge
is played on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.
The annual subscription is £5 with a
charge of 75p per session.

New members are always welcome.
For more information contact, Mrs Jean
Granville, Tel: 850407.

RECYCLING
Your old Birthday cards could help lots of
people not so happy as ourselves. Thank
you for your support dropping cards
through my letter box or at the Library.
D. Gaydon, 3 Broad Street.

MIDILAND BANK
Please note that, as from 1st March 1999,
the Bank in Bridge Street will close at

3pm daily instead of 3 30pm.

Please make use of our facilities or our
happy smiling faces will be disappearing
tool

Many thanks to your continued support.
"The Girls at the Bank'.

BRITISH RED CROSS
Oxfordshire Branch

British Red Cross Weel
Znd - 8th May 1999.
House to House and Street Collection
For further information contact Margaret
Maddocks, Publicity Officer, Tel: 01993
823748,

CANCER RESEARCH

CAMPAIGN
The Annual General Meeting was held on
25th January, 1999. The new committee
is:
Chairman - Mrs Doris Cleaver Tel:
850682
Treasurer - Mr Michael Cleaver Tel:
850682
Secretary - Mrs Margaret Smith Tel:
850729
The amount raised in 1998 was £7,916.15.
Many thanks to all who gave their time to
help raise this money.
Fund Raising Events for 1999
March 27th - Easter Coffee Morning 10 -
12am, Village Hall
June 24th - Cream Teas 2 - 4pm, Village
Hall
September 25th - Coffee Morning, 10 -
12am, Village Hall
November 17th - Christmas Bingo, Bush
Centre
December 17th - Christmas Country and
Western Dance, Social Centre, Carterton.
We are looking for more people to join
our committee. If you are interested con-
tact Margaret Smith Tel: 850729 or
Deris Cleaver Tel: 850682,

BAMPTON BADMINTON

CLUB
Bampton Badminton Club has started up
once again in the Village Hall We are
playing every Tuesday morning 10am -
12am. We will be very pleased to see any

players, beginners 1o experts. Please come
along or contact Judy House Tel
851406.

THE CATS PROTECTION
LEAGUE
West Oxon Branch

The Cats Protection League is holding a
Coffee Morning on Saturday 24th April,
10am - 12noon in Bampton Village Hall.
For further information contact Morag
Fraser, 18 Abingden Roead, Carterton,
OX18 3HR.

BAMPTON FIRE
STATION
Still Under Threat!

Unfortunately, more crew are still needed
to make it completely safe for all of us to
sleep soundly in our beds. Weekends and
night shifis have enough cover, but we do
desperately need crew for the weekdays It
is not only Bampton that has the shortage,
but Oxfordshire in general, and indeed
some Fire Stations have had to be closed.
We need Bampton Fire Station, so please
do think about it seriously, as it's you the
villagers who are needed to keep it open.
White collar business men, bncklayer's,
agriculturalists, housewives, shopkeepers,
publicans, teenagers looking for work,
(look good on your CV), in fact, anyone
between the ages of 18 and 45 vears of
age, reasonably fit, and who live within 5
minutes of the station can apply.
Remember, crew it or lose it! We don't
want anything horrific to happen do we?
If you are interested, comiact Statiom
Officer Andy Morrant, Tel: 01865
855261; or you can attend Bampton Fire
Station on any Wednesday evening, where
Sub Officer Brian Kew, Tel: 830815 will
give you more information.

BAMPTON YOUTH CENTRE

The Youth Centre has suffered a serious
blow to its funding, with a sudden and
inexplicable decision by Oxfordshire
County Council to withdraw our annual
grant. Although there is no immediate
danger that the Centre will close, the
financial reserves that have been carefully
built up over the years to provide for
improvements in furniture and equipment,
will now have to be used for current
expenses. Unless the County Council re-
verses its decision, or unless alternative
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funding can be found, then it must be
expected that the reserves will be ex-
hausted in approximately two years time,
and closure will then be inevitable. The
Youth Centre Committee is most grateful
to the Bampton Welfare Trust who have
kindly stepped in with a generous donation
to help over the current vear. We are also
grateful for the continued support of the
250 Club. Without the help of these two
orgamisations, the situation would already
be critical

As most people in the village know, the
Youth Centre was formed in 1984 to save
the old primary school - which was then
derelict - and has, since that time, acted as
an umbrella organisation to provide ac-
commodation and general facilities for the
youth groups in Bampton Should the
centre close then it is unlikely that either
the Youth Club or the Cub/Scouts will be
able to find alternative premises. We hope
that anyone who is able to influence the
decision of the County Council will do
their utmost to help and have the decision
reversed.

In the meantime, may we add a reminder
that on evenings when the youth groups
are not using the Centre, and at weekends,
the premises are available for rent; the
income from this now represents our
largest source of funds. For larger meet-
ings, wedding receptions, and parties of all
sorts, the facilities are probably the best in
Bampton with a large central hall, a
pleasant atmosphere and abundance of
parking space. Jill Ruck Tel: 852010 will
be happy to receive enquiries.

The Youth Club meets in the evenings on
Tuesdays - for juniors - and Thursdays for
older members, and also runs discos.
Anyone interested in helping, or any
young people wishing to join, should
contact the Youth Leader, Gary Gum-
mer Tel: 851913.

Cubs - meet on Wednesday evenings - and
continue to flourish with excellent support
from parents. But Beavers and Scouts still
await leaders.

Anyone willing to help please contact the
Group Chairman, Phil Roberts, Tel:
851267.

Training is available for those not already
experienced.

For ‘any general matters, please contact
Colin Allport, Tel: 850411.

NOTICE BOARD |

FOXBURY FARM

Spring is Coming . . . .
We will be holding another Chanty Lamb-
ing Open Day at Foxbury Farm on Sunday
11th Apnl 1999, from 1lam until 4pm. If
any orgamsation would like to have a
Chanty fund-raising stall, or a trade or
craft stand, please give me a ring.
In line with our policy to donate to 'child
related’ causes we will be dividing the
money between The Thames Valley Police
Junior Country Watch, The Meningitis
Trust, and Springfield School, Witney.
Space permitting, everyone is very wel-
come. Contact Celin Dawes, Foxbury
Farm, Burford Read, Brize Norton,
Tel: 01993 844141.

BAMPTON PUMPKIN CLUB
1998 ended with the outlook for the club
looking a lot better than it did at the start
of the year.

A successful October Weigh-In raised
£799.00. The Annual General Meeting,
held on 8th December, was well attended,
and a further seven people came forward
to be elected on to the Committee, raising
the total to 14 committee members.

The club also distributed the Christmas
money to all 387 Bampton pensioners on
our list. If you know of a pensioner who
does not receive money from the club,
then please contact a committee member
and pass on details.

The 1999 May Street Fair is going ahead;
planning for the event commenced in
January and is well advanced. The inten-
tion 1s to try to bring in more 'traditional
entertainment and to place more emphasis
on craft and charity stalls, whilst not
altogether doing away with the more
general type of stalls seen in previous
years.

If you have any suggestions, advice, criti-
cism, or you are prepared to help out in
any way, please let the Committee know.
The new Committee for 1999 is: President
- Jim Gascoigne, Chairman - Nick Thorpe,
Treasurer - Mike Wooloff, Secretary -
Dave Close, General Members - Jenny
Chaundy, Ashley Sturgess, Sheila and
Helen Walker, Edie Foreshew, Sharon
Broughton, Bob Smith, Paul Featherstone,

and Billy Main Unfortunately, the Com-
mittee 'is 1o lose its valuable treasurer in
September . Is there anyone out there who
1s prepared to give up a few hours a month
to keep our books straight? If so please
contact one of the above Committee or
Dave Close, Tel: 210023,

THE PUMPKIN CLUB BINGO
Eyes down every Monday evening in the
Bush Centre at 8pm. Everyone welcome
For more information contact Sharrom
Tel: 850922,

We would like to pass on our best wishes
to Edie Foreshew who has been in hospital
since January. Get well soon and hurry up
and come home as everyone misses you.

THE BURFORD SINGERS

‘The -Burford Singers' first concert of
1999, will be an in-the-round dramatisa-
tion-of J.S. Bach's St John Passion, to be
held on Good Friday, 2nd 'April, in Bur-
ford Parish Church at 7. 30pm. The soloists
will be James Gilchrist (Evangelist), Henry
Herford (Christus), Patrizia Kwella (So-
prano), James Bowman (alto), Darren
Abrahams (tenor) and Roderick Williams
(baritone). The conductor will be Brian
Etheridge.

Reserved tickets, and any further informa-
tion, can be obtained from Brian Eth-
eridge at the Burford Gallery (01993
822305). Tickets are priced at £10 (stu-
dents £5).

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY
Saturday 29th May
The SPAJERS are holding The Annual
Shirt Race. It starts at 7pm with the fancy
dress competition, then moves swiftly onto
the Junior Race, and then to the real
"beer-drinking' Senior Race. Don't forget
there's a raffle and tombola in the Town
Hall.
Monday 31st May
The three Bampton Morris Dance teams
come out to dance all day around the
village. At Spm visiting teams join in and a
good time is had by all!!!
At 1lam The May Garlands are judged in
the Market Square. Copies of how to
make these garlands can be obtained at the
Primary School.
All day in the Village Hall a Craft Fair is
held, and a good cup of tea can also be
found.
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Fencing, Guttering, Pergolas, Trellis,

SOCIETY FOR THE
PROTECTION OF
BAMPTON

The society aims to stop excessive
developments in the village, such as

Kitchen fits, Wardrobes, Glazing, Tiling, Plumbing,

CARPENTER / HOME IMPROVER

large housing estates, and encourage
suitable developments. So far we have
been very successful.
To achieve these aims we need the
largest possibie membership.
i you aren't already a member

DO JOIN NOW

Anything considered
Built to last

Cut to fit
Designed to suit
Estimates free
Friendly service
George Williams

UDUDLUIDW “SJipdad 24n41udn

Send your membership fee of
£2 each (£1 for OAP's) for the period
up to December 31st 2000, to

01993 850819

Society for the Protection of
Bampton,
Manor House,
Bampton Oxon. OX18 2LQ.

'sbad |po) ‘spaq uiqpy 'spupoqdny ‘saA|2YS ‘5400

'‘buiioUa022(]) ‘2

D & K BUILDING SERVICES

Cotswold stonework a speciality
Alterations and general repairs
Extensions

Fireplaces

i] 01993 706419 / 851683

Stove Fitting

Free Estimates

[] 0976 355006
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Notes for Plantation Path
(travelling anti-clockwise)

Sometimes the path has disappeared here under a crop
and the bridge cannot be seen from the stile. Turn
approximately 30 degrees and walk westward.

The path goes through just the corner of the plantation
and continues on its northern side.

This part of the footpath has often been ploughed and
planted. After you cross the bridge, fix your eye on the
tall hedge by the farm track and walk straight towards
it Turf close
This footpath goes along the west side of the farm track
not on the track itself. Some of it will be ploughed.

There are sometimes cows and mud in this area.

You won't be able to see this bridge from the stiles, and
the field is sometimes cultivated, so aim to walk to the
west of the three old ash trees.

Weald Manor Gatehouse has a pyramidal roof. If you
aim for that, you will find the stile at the corner of the
field.

Bampton Footpath Map No. 1 — April 1999 I im A

First of a series produced by members of BEWG .

(Bampton Env:ronme.ntal Watch Group — 01993-850823) - ‘ @ ZAWeald Manor
Gatehouse

RN - T S | Circular Walk by Plantation and Ham Court |

v M P 20 Definitive Map

Total length of walk is approximately 4 kilometres (2% miles)

| 12 Kilometre |
14 Mile

. o Plantation
T W footpath route

—
—_— = Route along roads
ﬁff-‘-ﬂ

, = = =Other footpaths

% Footpath numbers
: VWA Hedge

' ~%—s—— Wire fence

_ Stream

Notes (see list)

N
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BUILDING MAINTENANCE

20 NEW ROAD, BAMPTON, OXON, OX18 2NG

[PETITIVE

Tel: (01993) 850753 Mobile: 274155

A. SIMMONDS

7~ The Old Fashioned Village

Store
Market Square, Bampton.
Tel: 01993 850204

Traditionally Baked Bread
and Cakes
Groceries, Confectionery,
Toiletries

Whole Foods

Large Range of
Pet Foods & Requisites

FREE LOCAL DELIVERIES

v N
S A
x9S FACTORY
FEE O CLEARANCE
e SALE UP TO
2
& 50% orF
Q~ (Selected lines)

ARGOSY |

FULL HOME 7, O@@:@j(@o
SELECTION NN
SERVICE S 4, %
SHOPS AND Y
OFFICES ALSO e
SUPPLIED o

FAST DELIVERY

YOUR LOCAL MIANUFACTURER
VERTICAL AND ROLLER BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

FREE! MEASURING + FULL FITTING SERVICE

(On most Blinds)

CONSERVATORY BLIND SPECIALIST

Unit 11, Grove Technology Park, Downsview Road,

L

ARGOSY BLINDS

Wantage, Oxon OX12 9FA.

No obligation, phone your local hotline now

Bampton Tel: §50916 or

Factory Showroom Freephone Tel:0800 597635
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by Jo Lewington
Two routes for bike paths are planned - the first to Witney, and the second to

Tadpole Bridge, and then on to Buckland.
The County Council has agreed 1o allow us 1o create bike paths on the verges on the

road where necessary. They have also agreed to be responsible for maintenance in the ¥

future.

"N SUSTRANS, the national bike routes organisation, has agreed to carry out all our NCHIDF
il survey work and costings for FREE. The survey work will be finished by mid-April |
- giving us a professional document which we can use for fund-raising. A
The route to Witney will go up Mount Owen Road, turn left at the Yelford Road to /.
5 || join the A4095 near Lew. That part of the route is relatively traffic free and willf
y| require only that the County Council puts up signs defining it as a cycle routel
4 Beyond Lew, the cycle path will go on to properly constructed tracks along the

verges, to join the Witney bike system at Curbridge. The bike route from Bampton
will be constructed totally along the verges.

The overall cost of the project will be in the region of £100,000 (we won't know
exactly until we get the Sustrans report in April). A second cycle path group has been
formed in Buckland who will be fund-raising for the route beyond Tadpole Bridge.
We shall be looking for funding from Landfill Tax, Sports Lottery, The Environmen-
tal Action Fund, The Heritage Lottery Fund, the Countryside Commission, the Rural

Development Commission, and from Europe. Almost all these sources require grants |

to be matched by local fund-raising efforts, so we will be asking Bampton people to
help. Whatever you give will be matched by funding from elsewhere, so even a little
contribution becomes significant.
Perhaps if you pledged something to improve The Market Square, you would
consider donating for the Bike Paths Project. How wonderful to know that Bampton
children could cycle in safely - or our old people come to that, or our fitness freaks or
our fatties, or.. or .. or ...

Please Help
We are now starting serious fund raising. This is part of Bampton's Millennium effort.
The Members of the Bike Path Committee are all giving up their time free so that
every penny collected goes directly to the creation of bike paths.
For more information please contact, Jo Lewington, Tel: 850947,

Please send cheques, made payable to
‘Bampton Bike Paths'
to
Jo Lewington
Sandford Cottage
Bridge St.
Bampton




CALL FREE ON 0800 917 2 900 NOW TO ARRANGE YOUR APPOINTMENT.

OSCAR PET FOOD

ARE GIVING AWAY //g;)
A oseare

FREE FOOD

enough to last an average dog or cat one week
when you have them microchipped for £20 each.

WE VISIT YOU;-
MICROCHIPPING IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR PETS' OWN HOME!

OFFER AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED PERIOD.

GREAT NEWS FOR DOGS!

OSCAR PET FOOD

FREE DOG FOOD

enough to last an average dog one week

CALL FREE ON 0800 917 2 900 NOW TO ARRANGE DELIVERY OF YOUR
FREE INTRODUCTORY PACK AND NUTRITIONAL CONSULTATION

OFFER AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED PERIOD TO DOGS UP TO 9 YEARS OLD NOT ALREADY OSCAR CUSTOMERS

OSCAR PET FOOD, BAMPTON, OXON. 01993 852282

THE OSCAR COMPLETE PET

CARE SERVICE IS NOW IN

TR

2% YOUR AREA.

% &\, < o \/

o0 gg; < oscaR”
R A

FREE T RIAL; FREE DELIVERY; FREEDOM!

FOR FULL DETAILS TELEPHONE ROBIN OR ANNA NOW ON
FREEPHONE 0800 917 2 900

MY DOG EATS ITS OWN AND
OTHER DOGS' TOILET, HOW
CANISTOPIT?

It is now believed that this is due to the fact the “poop"” still has
some food value left in it. In other words the dogs digestive
system is not working properly. This can be due {o an intolerance
to one of the food ingredients, or an internal problem in the
animal. Two things to do. Firstly try improving the quality of
your dog's diet. Often changing to a gluten free food may help, as
many dogs can have an intolerance to cereals. Secondly, try
feeding a spoonful of Live (BIO) yoghurt to the dog, as this
improves digestion. (as indeed it does for us humans!),

Other dogs toilet is best given a wide berth, and this issue raises
another point:-

The state of some of the verges in Bampton is quite disgusting.
There are clearly insufficient poop bins in the village, but
nevertheless there must be many people that do not clear up after
their dogs. You may be interested to know that W.0.D.C.
introduced a bye law last July that gives them the right to
prosecute offenders (or at least their owners!), with fines of up to
£1000, and there was a recent case in Bicester, where Cherwell
DC successfully prosecuted an owner for dog fouling. So dog
owners- let's start clearing up our village. As a start OSCAR will
give free poop scoop bags to any OSCAR customer who asks for
them!. SCOOP THAT POOP and let's keep our environment
clean!

WELCOME TO A NEW BEAM FEATURE
PROVIDED BY
ROBIN AND ANNA
FROM

OSCAR PET FOOD

THE BAMPTON BASED COMPLETE PET CARE
SERVICE.

WE WOULD WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS, QUESTIONS
OR STORIES ABOUT YOUR PETS. PLEASE WRITE TO
ROBIN AND ANNA C/0 THE BEAM.

If you would like any details of OSCAR services, or free poop
scoop bags then please contact Robin or Anna directly on
FREEPHONE 0800 917 2 90¢

or 01993 852282

COMPETITION!

From the grid below find the 10 words listed in the box below on
the left. Answers to OSCARS, 52 Bushey Row, Bampton, or
telephone free on 0800 917 2 900. Don't forget to leave your

name and address and telelphone number, and the names and
types of pets you have. All correct entries will be entered into a
draw. All eniranis may receive details of Oscars complete pet
care service.

WIN A BAG OF OSCAR FOOD FOR YOUR PET
DOG, CAT, RABBIT, GUINEA PIG, HAMSTER
OR GERBIL.
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Words to find:

NUTRITION: OSCAR: EMMY: CHICKEN:
BALANCED: RICE: BEHAVIOUR: WORMING
DUCK: POOPASCOOP.

If entering by phone, please retain grid for verification if
you are a winner.

STRAYING FROM HOME

Did you know that after 7 days stray dogs become council
property if not claimed? The good news for them is that in the
local area, they are likely to be re-homed, if the original owners
cannot be found. Nationally, however, it is believed that 15% of
strays are put down, either for humanitarian reasons, or because
a new home cannot be found. As more and more cats and dogs
get lost or stolen every year, there is an increasing need for quick
methods of identification for those animals that are found. But
collars are easily removed and taitoos may be altered, so what’s
the solution?

Microchipping is a quick and inexpensive way of identifying
animals, and most importantly, once a chip has been inserted it
cannot be removed. A national database ensures that when a lost
cat or dog is found, it can quickly be returned to its rightful
owner. The chip itself is the size of a grain of rice, and easily
implanted under the animal’s skin.

Lou Tyack, of the Oxfordshire and Cotswolds branch of the
PetSearch lost animal service says, “Microchipping is an
excellent idea. Ideally I'd like to see every animal microchipped,
it would make our job a lot easier and save a lot of heartache for

the owners.”

You can have your animal “chipped” at most local vets. Oscars
also offer a microchipping service, in the comfort of your pet’s
home!
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AGRICULTURE CO RI

by Don Rouse

{SPONDENT

Your Agriculture Correspondent has now
achieved his lifetime ambition; he has
made the centre

Weekly reporter, I realised how lucky we
were to sell up at a time of our choosing,

10 goto workl But then you realise that
there are seven days in.a.week, and
fifty-two weeks in-a year Suddenly, ali of
those jobs you had lined up to do, haven't
takeri as long as you first thought -
especially if you have always been a very
busy person, and been used to doing things
at a breakneck speed. Given this situation,

1 must admit that

page spread in the
Farmers Weekly
Well, that is a lit-
tle bit exaggerated
- the photo was
actually placed in
the corner of one
of nside pages!

For those of you
who have been in-
spired by my agri-
cultural render-
ings, and have
now subscribed to
the Farmers
Weekly to keep
abreast of farm
happenings on a
weekly basis, as
opposed to wait-
ing for the next
edition of the
Beam, you will
know that the
photo was used to
‘enhance’ an arti-
cle on 'Early Re-
tirement'. Looking

the first eighteen
months for me
was absolute
hell. 1 kept ask-
ing rmyself what
I was going io
do for the rest of
my life? I needed
a purpose, and
while T was al-
ready involved in
3 fair amount of
I voluntary work,

that was not the
answer. [ no
longer wanted
anything to do
commercially
with animals -
and that realisa-
tion was quite a
shock to me. 1
just. felt that I
was ‘in a total

vacuum.
Then I started to
‘fantasise’ - a

dangerous thing

at the photo again
however, 1 would
not be surprised if it actually made many
farmers resolve to stay on in there!
However, I thought that, if the subject is
good enough for the Farmers Weekly,
then it just might be good enough for
"Beam' readers! So, for this article, I
thought I would write about 'how it was
for me' - although I must admit that it has
been a long time since anyone actually
asked me that question. I am also aware of
several Bamptonians, not connected with
agriculture, who are themselves contem-
platinig early retirement; and I therefore
thought that perhaps there just might be
something 'in it for them' if I wrote an
article on retirement - although I realise
that no two people of their circumstances
are alike.

During the interview with the Farmers

as opposed to being forced into selling
because of the economic climate that I
have been writing about these last eighteen
months. We were also very fortunate that
the incoming farmer did not need to
purchase the Farmhouse, thus enabling us
to carry on living in this lovely place that
has been our home for the last forty years.
What a terrible shock it would have been
to the system if we had had to move out of
the house, as well as selling our one
hundred and twenty individually named
cows.

Having said that, nothing could have pre-
pared me for the change in life's routine.
Many people say they are going to do this,
that, and the other, when they retire, and
certainly for the first few months you
wonder how on earth you ever found time

to do at times -
about what I had
dreamed of doing when I was a child. One
of these was to drive 'buses'. So off I went
to the Rollright School' for Bus Drivers,
and;, armed with a fifty-seven seater, they
let me loose in the City of Oxford. It was
great fun, and I must admit that I am now
more aware of how and where I park my
car in the streets not to inconvenience
other drivers.

Equipped with my P.C.V. licence, I started
to drive school buses for £5 per hour - that
was a great improvement on farming!
Trying to control a busload of children,
was just like handling a bunch of Bulling
Heifers - great if you succeeded. I'll keep
the name of the school a secret in case the
parents ‘try to sue me for liking their
children to a herd of young animals,
though I'm sure many bus-drivers can

relate to the situation. But [ found the
routine of this work a bit like milking,
twice a day every day, and I realised that 1
wanted none of it. So, it was to Private
Car Hire' driving I turned to - known as
Taxi Driving to the likes of most of us, but
West Oxfordshire District Council insist it
is called the former. You must phone me,
not hail me - and 1 thought T was getting
away from bureaucracy! 1 must say, T am
enjoying 1t very much. It's great to have a
captive audience to talk 1ol Well let's face
i, the passengers can't do much about it
when you're bombing along motorways at
seventy miles an hour can they? Meeting
lots of lovely people, mainly Bamptonians,
enables me to keep up with what is going
on in and around the Village Dead nosy
Taxi driver's are!
On the domestic side, it is a whole new
ball game. To start with, you have a lot
more time together; brilliant, but, surprise-
surprise, no matter how fantastic a hus-
band you are - and it's only my modesty
that stops me including myself in this
category - you find your wife getting fed
up with you being under her feet most of
the day. Well, T suppose even the best
women can have too much of a good
thing!
On the farming scene, which of course is
what 1 am meant to be writing about, 1
note with enthusiastic interest that two
educational authorities, with private spon-
sorship, have re-introduced free milk into
primary schools. In my view, it should
never have been taken away in the first
place. It gives the youngsters a good start
in life. All that calcium from a natural
source, gives them good strong bones, and
healthy teeth. That is not farming hype, it
is scientific fact! And I am sure that the
costs will be less than would otherwise
have to be spent on dental care.
I see the Americans are now desperately
trying to export their beef to this country.
If they succeed, I sincerely hope that the
ever-discerning British shopper will avoid
it like the Plague. They are still using
‘hormone growth promoters, that we
stopped using ten years ago. What is
more, they are also using a hormone on
their cows to enhance milk production by
one third. This practice was offered to
British farmers several years ago, but they,
to their credit, turned it down. So please
everyone: Buy British

It's Simply the Best!

The Countryside Issue - |
By Mrs J. van den Berge

In reply to Joan Holkar, from London, who occasionally visits Bampton, 1 have never
heard of anyone going hunting to see an animal killed, but if it is killed, it is an
instantaneous death. There is no question of an animal lingering, maimed or suffering, as
may happen with, for instance, shooting or snaring. Who is going to follow a wounded
fox to its distant lair if their shot misses? When hunting, few people see, or are even
aware, of a kall, but at least at the end of the day they know that the quarry is either dead
or alive and not left suffering.

Miss Holkar has only 1o read a few hunting reports, or follow hounds herself, ¢
that there is an infinite amount of skill {and therefore interest) involved in
S@ﬁﬁiiﬁg eﬁndﬁ,tmm are seldom édeai./ which can make ﬁndmgﬁ and, often pursuir

i@ep aﬁ @,ne hauﬂds wgem@ on the ime @f m @ﬂgmaﬁ quarry Mm / akﬁws, are required
from the hounds, which do not have the same turn of speed as the animals they pursue,
and also from the person controlling them, who cannot predict where the hunted animal
will be found, or go.

For those following, whether on foot or horseback, there are the challenges of knowing
and getting to the right place to see hounds working; for those on horseback, just to keep
up is often a chapter of personal hazards. Clothes worn for hunting have developed over
the years to be weatherproof, practical and to blend in with the countryside. Red coats
are worn only by a few, particularly the hunt staff, who need to be readily identifiable,
even when covered in mud.

I hope that
Miss Holkar,
and any other
interested
persons from
London, will
find the op-
portunity to
see for them-
selves what is
involved in
following
hounds, as so
much opposi-
tion to hunt-
ing is founded
on ignorance,
albeit often
well-meaning.
This season's
hunting is
now drawing
1o a close, un-
til the au-
tumn, to re- . . .
spect the For marketing advice and a free valuation
breeding sea- entirely without obligation,

son. contact YOUR local agent
MARKET SQUARE, BAMPTON, OXON

TEL: 01993 851881 FAX: 01993 850953

ABBEY PROPERTIES
ESTATE AGENTS

Specialising in te sale of property in
Bampton & surrounding villages.

OUR UNRIVALLED KNOWLEDGE OF
THE LOCAL AREA COMBINED WITH
OUR PROFESSIONALISM AND WILL TO
ACHIEVE THE BEST POSSIBLE PRICE
AT ALL TIMES MAKE
ABBEY PROPERTIES
THE OBVIOUS CHOICE TO
SELL YOUR HOME.
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Adverts

Advertise in the 'Beam’!

WINDOW CLEANERS

ook your spot for the next issue.

PRESSURE WASHERS

1/12 Page £12. Extra artwork £10.

Tel: 01993 774740 e

A hy not give your local business a [ift?

The rates for the Beam' are very reason-
& Ebie‘, 80 why not call the Editor now and,

xamples: Full Page £100; Half Pagel
£50, Quarter Page £25; 1/6th Page £15;

educed rates are available for multiple

Mobile: 0411 326171

CLUB
Annual May

Street Fair
Monday 3rd May

Specialists in Pressurised Washing
of Conservatories and
Pathed Patios etc.

Ste-Mark: the Window Cleaners for a Honest

Reliable and Professional Service. Dave Close Tel: 210023

BAMPTON PUMPKIN

For more information contact

., MARKET SQUARE, BAMPTON
8 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 0
_UNTIL 10.00PM.

@
T
¢

& T PN e "R

* ELECTRICAL METER KEYS CHARGED HERE * NATIONAL LOTTERY * TOP UP MOBILE PHONE CARDS *
* 'ET VOILA' FRENCH BREAD BAKED ON THE PREMISES * FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES *
* FRESH MILK & CREAM * FREE RANGE EGGS * WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS & CIDER *
* COOKED MEATS & BACON * FROZEN FOOD & GROCERIES * POSTAGE STAMPS * VIDEO HIRE *

rdenin

By Fdie Bindweed

BUL]
AFTERCARE

Now that the time of the daffodils and
hyacinths, etc,, is nearly over, it's time to
think about looking after the bulbs. Most
people, me included, are tempted 1o just
cut down the
dead untidy mess,

or dig out the
bulbs - and throw
them away - 1o
make way for the
summer bedding
plants - but we
should have the pa-
tience to do a proper
job, and preserve
them.

Below the ground,
much is going on at this time, (
and the bulbs are actually
replenishing themselves with
food,

rest; before starting all over i
again next spring.

For bulbs to continue to give us their best
over many years, they need as much care
and attention after flowering as they do
before. There are two main things to
remember.

Firstly, remove the dead flower heads as
soon as possible to prevent the bulb using
up all the energy which it should be
putting back into the bulb. . _
Secondly, and most importantly, let the
stalks and leaves die down naturally mak-
ing no attempt to cut them off early, nor
tie them into tidy looking bundies. This
way the bulbs get the maximum chance to
develop under the ground.

You can if you like, give your bulbs a real
treat by watering their leaves, after flower-
ing, with a fertiliser like 'phosirogen’. By
doing this, four or five times, at ten day
intervals, while the leaves stay green, you
should get a really good display of flowers
next year.

If you cannot wait that long, you can lift
them gently out of the ground, still com-

and fattening them- g’
selves up for a long dormant '

a trench deep enough to cover them and
let them die down naturally.
You can do the same with bulbs planted in
pots 1if you want to. Or if you would
rather, after flowering finishes, continue to
water, and keep them in a bright sunny
position until they have withered away
Then, after dry-
ing, they can be
planted out-
doors in the au-
tumn,
ready for
flower-
ing in the
spring.
Inside
bulbs
should
not be
1/ used
again the following year
for indoors.

Changing the subject,
it's nearly time for the
hanging' baskets to be

thought about once again. If you have a .

greenhouse it's an excellent time to get
started in planting up and hardening off
your plants gradually.

Getting the water right is the key to
success with hanging baskets, sometimes it
means watering up to three times a day. If
your basket has unfortunately dried out,
the best way to overcome this, is by
submerging the basket in a container filled
with water. This allows the peat to absorb
the water once again, and continue to
bloom for the rest of the summer.

Some of the hanging baskets and window
boxes in. the village centre really look
beautiful, especially when

they have reached their

height of flowering.

Don't. forget that the Gar-

dening Club has a competition for hanging
baskets, window boxes, and private gar-
dens, etc. The day for judging is Wednes-
day 14th July. You can register for these
at the Gardening Club Coffee Morning on
Saturday Sth June.

BAMPTON
GARDENING CLUB
NEWS

We are about 10 start holding the Garden
Club Coffee Mormngs once again. The
first one is being held on Saturday 10th
April, in the Village Hall 10am - 12 noon
At this Coffee Morning you will be able to
pay your subscriptions; unfortunately, they
have had to go up this year - Members
£3 00 and Senior Citizens £2.00
Subscriptions can also be paid via Al
Properties in Bampton, if you cannot make
any of the Coffee Mornings.
Also the schedule for the show will b
available to collect ar the Ap
Morning. Hopefully this will give everyone
plenty of time to decide what they need 1o
plant in their garden for the oncoming
show in late August.
Forthcoming Coffee Mornings
Saturday 10th April
Saturday 1st May
Saturday 5th June
Saturday 2nd October
Saturday 6th November
All are held in the Town Hall 10am - 12
noon. We have the usual raffle, plant
table, cakes and refreshments. Everyone
welcome, gardeners or not!
Forthcoming Trips and Talks
Sunday 9th May - Malvern
Spring Show '
Wednesday 12th May - Talk by
'BLOOMS'
Flower Shop, Carterton.

Sunday 23rd May - Exbury Gardens
Sunday 20th June - Hatfield House
Festival of Gardening
Sunday 26th September - Malvern
Autumn Show
Wisley - Autumn -TBA
Sunday 28th November -

Cribbs Causeway,

Bristol Christmas Shopping.

All these visits start from The Market
Square, Bampton at 9am, unless otherwise

notified.

We have already had one visit in February

to Clarkes Village in Street. Lots of happy

feet walking around Bampton now!!
Annual Garden Club Show

After listening to members comments we

have moved the show forward this year by

two weeks. The date for the diary is

Saturday 28th August (Bank Holiday).

Abbey
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BAMPTON
PRE-SCHOOL
PLAYGROUP

The Mew Committee for 1999

Chair - Chris Homne

Vice Chair and Fund-raising - Bernadette
Goves

Treasurer - Nikki Payne

Secretary - Anna Pitt

Enrolment Seeretary - Claire Box

Rota secretary - Lesley Paintin

Catering Officer - Rita Lewis

Fees Secretary - Fiona Godwin

Other Members - Lisa Hancock, Sonya Paige,
Cathy Shuttleworth, Lindsey Townsend, Corrina
Tanner, Tina Claridge.

Supervisor - Tracy Prior

Assistant Supervisor - Monica Owen and Sarah
Radband

Play Helper - Karen Williams

We are continually looking at ways of improving
our pre-school provision to meet the needs of
children and parents. Recently, responding to
local needs, we have reduced the age of admis-
sion to 2 years and 9 months, and the minimum
number of sessions a child is required to aitend
has been lowered to 1. At the present time we are
investigating the possibility of increasing the
length of the session from 2 42 to 3 hours.

As a member of the pre-school Learning Alliance,
we are taking part in their national campaign
From Playdough to Plato' to highlight that pre-
schools matter - to children, to parents, and to
communities. The pre-schools emphasis on a
play-based curriculum offers children the best
chance to gain the essential skills that will equip
them for school and for later life.

Parents and carers have been supporting their
campaign and sending slips to local M.P. Shaun
Woodward asking him to recognise the impor-
tance of pre-schools in his constituency, and to
support the on-going campaign to keep pre-
school open for all under fives.

We have arranged for Mr Woodward to visit our
pre-school, and, to celebrate the campaign, we
are holding a 'Teddy Bears Picnic' on the 12th
May at 11.30am. All under fives and their
parents/carers are welcome.

If you require any information or an application
form, or would like to arrange a visit to our
pre-school, please contact Tracy Prior, Supervi-
sor, Tel: 01993 210016, or Claire Box, Tel:
01993 851573. Alternatively, please feel free to
call at the playgroup during opening hours.

BARBS' LESS BOUNCY BABES

I'm sure that some of you have noticed in and around Bampton quite a few ladies
who take up a little
less space than they
used to. This is all
due to Barbara
Broome who has
opened a Shimming
World Group in
Bampton. There are
about 40 ladies and 2
gentlemen registered
at the Class and most
are doing very well.
The group in the
photograph have lost
17 ¥ stone between
them.
Slimming World s
not only about losing
weight but learning to eat healthily - which most of us fail to do. At Slimming
World you are not pressurised into being a certain weight; you decide what is
comfortable for you, and go for that target.
The class 1s held on Monday evenings 6 - 7pm at the Bush Centre, and we are a
very friendly bunch. Anyone who feels they would like to lose at least half a stone
are more than welcome to come along. Tt costs £9.90 for the first class and £2.95
each week after that.
So, if you have a hot date on some beach this summer, or a special occasion for
the Millennium celebrations, and you would like there to be a little less of you,
come along and join us.

For further information contact Barbara Broome, Tel: 01993 850461.

NAMING THE 'METAL CROC’
COMPETITION

Instead of sitting in a garden somewhere here in Bampton, this crocodile is now a
much happier crocodile as he has just received his new name.

Emma Walker of 12 New Road, Bampton, is the winner of the competition with
the name Metal Micky.

The runners-up were Peter Boys and Kevin Farrell. Each will receive an Easter
Egg - kindly donated by Metal Micky's guardians - which they can collect at
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LETTERS TO:
AUNTIE BEA

FEveryone's a little bit wary at the momeni
of what the '‘Millennium Bug' might do . I
received a letter in the post which in-

formed me of the general emergency list

‘to survive' in case the Millennium Bug
does hit the country, and the end of the
World comes.

If i1 does come, we Bampionians should
be ready for it if we've stocked up with
what the experis say we should!!

y2k List

General
Bikes - plus a puncture kit
Toolbox.
Hot water bottles.
Blankets, duvets.
Bed socks.
Candles.
Lighters, Matches, Torches - spare
batteries.
Paraffin lamps - and spare wicks.
Stove - calor gas, paraffin.
Suitcase wheels - to lift heavy goods.
Fuel, coal, logs, calor gas, paraffin etc.
Firelighters.
Charcoal.
Seeds - vegetables (no hybrids).
Sewing materials.
Carpet Sweeper.
Radio.
Good Scissors.
String.
Sellotape.
Parcel/plastic tape.
Plastic sheeting - (can be used to collect
dew).
Thermos flasks.
Large plastic bags.

Food and Drink

Water - bottled, or sterilise bottles ready
to fill from the tap.

Water purification tablets.

Rain Vat -drinking water must be boiled
at least 10 minutes.

Well - areas of high water table can dig a
well in garden for washing, plant watering
etc.

Food Storage - plastic containers to avoid
weevils especially in cereals.

Cling Film.

Honey.

Sugar.

Salt.

High energy foods - mars
bars.

Wines & Spirits

Powdered milk.

Long hife milk.

Long life fruit juices.

Rice, Couscous.

Pasta - spaggetti, noodles.
Ryvita - type products.
Diried foods - instant mash,
packet soup etc.

Dried fruit - apricots, raisins,
Bean Sprouts:

Oil - Olive-oil keeps well.
Muts - sealed bags with dried

If you would like io write to Auntie Beam the address
is Aungie Beam, c¢/o The Cotion Club Bridge Street,
Bampton, Oxon. OXI18 2HA.
to answer as many of your queries as space allows.
Auntie Beam wishes fo say that she capnor give out
personal replies.

She will do her utmost

coconut/banana.

Tinned - ‘meat; fish tasty

sauces,

TIN OPENERS

Flavourings - Oxo, Marmite, tomato pu-
ree, stock cubes, herbs, spices eic.

Pet Food.

Health and Hygiene
Stock up on all personal medicines and
antibiotics, if possible.
First Aid items - Aspirin, Paracetamol,
stomach upset remedies, plasters,
bandages, dettol.
Bleach.
Soap powder.
Washing-up liquid.
Vitamins/Minerals - especially Vitamin C.
Personal hygiene - toothbrush, toothpaste,
loo rolls, soap, deoderant, shampoo, baby
wipes, feminine hygiene items, shaving
items - spare blades, shaving foam etc.

My goodness, I'll need fo build a new
room on to my little cotlage to store all
this stuff.

What about you?

I believe that as long as you've got your
teapot to make a pot of tea, you'll do
alright - that's my. feeling concerning the
Millennium Bug (what is it anmyway, we
didn't have such things wher I was
young). Tea was always called for in times
of trouble, and still is by most families.,
Even on the television you constantly hear
"make a pot of tea" on the British ‘Soaps'

By the way, [ heard a little rumour that
the new Millennium does not actually
start until 1st January 2001. Has someone
made a mistake? Come to think about it,

when [ was at school, we started counting
fo 100, at "1’ and ended with '100". So the
last number in the series is '100'] That
would mean that the last year in «
Century, or a Millenium, must end with a
00", and therefore 2000 is the last year of
this Century - and Millenium - and 2001,
the first of the new!

Does this mean that we will have two
celebrations for the new Millenium, when
someone finds out the error?

What a shame it rained for The Trade
Fair. All that hard work organising it, and
then down comes the rain and spoils it all
in five minutes. Father Christmas told me
he didn't see too many children there
either, so he had to make a guess at what
you all wanted in your Xmas siockings, on
Xmas Day.

Anyway, 1 just thought I would write a line
in the 'Beam' to say thanks to all on the
Committee for a super - albeit wei -
evening. 1 know a lot of work goes into
organising all such activities in Bampion,
but we are all very grateful for the efforis
of all of you.

Everyone must be having a quiel time at
the moment - or perhaps the Market
Square Project has been the focus of
attention - but I haven't received any
letters, or queries for this edition.
However, it would appear that most of us
must be happy about the ‘dog-walkers' -
all the new 'poo-bins’ in place, and being
used!

How nice it feels to have peace and quiet
in the village!
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By Gilly French

MAIN COURSE
SALADS

Caesar Salad
This great American salad was invented in
1924, allegedly from the contents of his
larder at the time, by Caesar Cardini, who
ran a restaurant in northern Mexico. It is

delicious.

Z

3

For the dressing

5 anchovies
ltspn crushed black peppers
1/2 cup olve oil
1/2 cup freshly grated parmesan
legg
3 tbspn red wine vinegar
2 tbspn lemon juice
2-3 cloves garlic
2 tspns dry mustard
1 tspn celery salt
3 dashes Tabasco
3 dashes Worcester Sauce.
1 cup = 8fl oz.

You also need
Hearty french or Italian bread, diced for
croutons.
Romaine/cos/little gem lettuce.
Authentic Caesar Salads are made with
raw egg, but if this doesn't appeal, you can
boil one for one and a half minutes only
(i.e. it should still be runny).
Combine anchovies, pepper, and olive oil
in a blender until smooth. Add the parme-
san. Measure and reserve 1/2 cup for the
croutons. Place the remaining dressing
ingredients in a bowl, and whisk in an-
chovy mixiure, followed by the egg. Com-
bine the reserved anchovy mixture with
the bread in a dry cast-iron pan and cook
until golden and crisp. Wash and dry the
lettuce and break into bite-sized pieces.
Place in salad bowl along with dressing
and toss well. Add croutons, toss again,
and serve.

Pear and warm chicken salad
with concentrated yoghurt
dressing
This recipe is from Sarah Freeman's 'The
Best of Modern British Cookery. Tt might
seem a bothier to make the concentrated
yoghurt, but it's worth the effort. Serves 4.

Ingredients
1 Ib mild, wholemilk yoghurt.
1 small, preferably free-range, chicken or 4
pieces on the bone.
A little butter
Salt and pepper
2 little gem lettuces
Small bunch of chives
1/4 cucumber
1 Ib waxy new potatoss
& thapn olive oil.
2/3 tspn chilli powder.
11/2 thspn red wine vinegar,
2 small firm (e.g. under-ripe) conference
pears.
2 medium sized ripe avocados
Cheese-clothfjelly-bag

Drain yoghurt by turning it into a sieve
lined with the cheesecloth and set over a
bowl, leave for 4 - 6 hours until very thick.
Roast chicken. Cook the potatoes; drain.
Chop cucumber and lettuces. Make the
dressing: beat the oil into the yoghurt, add
chilli powder and 1/2 teaspoon salt, and
stir in the vinegar.

Peel both types of pear and chop into 1/2"
cubes along with the chicken. Mix with the
dressing and pile in the centre of the
serving plates. Very finely chop the chives
and sprinkle over the top. Arrange lettuce
and potatoes around edge of the plate and
serve.

Salad of lettuce heart,

egg mimosa and pine nufs
This great favourite of ours comes from
the Roux brothers, Cooking For Two,
although it feeds at least three! It is' much
nicer than it might sound and highly
recommended.
Salad Ingredients
1 small lettuce
1 small bunch watercress
1 hard-boiled egg
1 ripe avocado
Juice of 1/2 lemon
1 tspn mustard seeds
t oz pine nuts, lightly roasted
Diresging
6 tbspns olive oil
2 thspns white wine vinegar
1 tspn Dijon mustard
Salt and pepper
Wash and dry the lettuce, cut into quar-
ters, refrigerate. Wash and dry watercress.
Separate the white and the yolk of the egg,
rub separately through a wire sieve, refrig-
erate. Halve avocado and remove stone.
Using a melon baller, scoop out as many
balls as possible. Roll in lemon juice. Mix
together vinaigrette ingredients, season to
taste.
Arrange lettuce quarters in a wide, shallow
bowl or on a large plate. Place a little
watercress between each piece. Roll avo-
cado balls in mustard seeds and arrange
them in the centre of the bowl. Pour over
the vinaigrette and sprinkle the whole
salad with alternate lines of egg white, egg
yolk and pine nuts.

BAMPTON TOWN FOOTBALL
CLUB

are holding a

Fun Football and Fete

SATURDAY 1ST JULY

To be held in Bampton Town's
Football Field, Buckland Road, Bampton.

For more information if you would like to have a Team take
part or table top please contact,
Vicky Smith Tel: 01993 851683.

TEM.

ET SQUARE, BAMPTON

Tel: 01993 850877

Y, Ironmongery, Paint, Wood, Cement, San

Toys, Gifts, Candles

Gardening Equipment including Mr. Fothergills Seeds
Onion Sets, Seed Potatoes and a wide range of Compost

COME IN AND LOOK AROUND
WE ALSO DELIVER

TEMPLES

Market Square, Bampton

Tel: 850877
Come and see our new
extended Shop

Bring this Voucher for a

21/,% Discount

when you spend £5 or over

Valid until the end of May

Look out for these flyers which you can use in the Shop

TEMPLES

Market Square, Bampton
Tel: 01993 850877
WE NEED YOUR ADVICE
If you need it and we don't
sell it, to help us, to help you
PLEASE TELL US BELOW

Please return to the shop.
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pton Youth Club

Opening times of The Youth Club
Tuesdays - 6.30pm - 8.15pm. Juniors 10 - 15 year old
Thursday 7.30pm - 10pm. Seniors 15 - 21 year old

Activities Provided include the following:-
Pool, table tennis, darts, indoor/outdoor football
coffee, snacks, chats and music.

We also have informal discussions on any topics.
Over the next few weeks DJ's Shane and Morris
will be with us playing their disco music

We would like to wish all our Members and Volunteers a
Happy 1999 Easter.

For more information contact Gary Tel: 851913

3G

Apri 159

By Gary Gumimer

1999 has started very well for the vouth
club!

First...we are very proud to announce
that Sarah Constable, who runs the Junior
Club on a Tuesday night, has been
awarded 'Volunteer of the Year' by the
Council for Voluntary Action. Sarah was
put forward for the award by Jonathon
Philips in recognition of the hard work and
enthusiasm she has brought to the club,
first as a volunteer, and now as the
appointed paid youth worker in charge of
the Junior Youth Club. She picked up her
award on 18 February from the Bishop of
Dorchester in Oxford, and was given wide
coverage in the local press and on the
radio! Well done Sarah.

And then...late in 1998, we were
awarded a grant from West Oxfordshire
Youth Committee, to put toward buying a
computer for the youth club. This, in
addition to the £280 we raised from the
Car Boot Sale last September, together
with a generous donation of a hard drive
from Gordon Graylish of Intel Pentium
Processors (Swindon), and a monitor from
the Gray family, and a donation of £112
from the Elephant and Castle (as part of
their Christmas Draw), and a donation of
£50 from the Small Business Federation in
Bampton, and a £50 donation from a local
farmer, the youth club will soon be able to
boast that we have a bang-up-to-date
computer. Young people attending the
club will have the opportunity to expand
their computer skills, a valuable commod-
ity in today's work environment.

Then... Abbey Properties, who were up-
grading their photocopier, donated their
old one to the club - we will be using the
photocopier for our posters and leaflets.

I would therefore like to thank every one
who has helped the youth club in any way
over the past year - all donations are very,
very welcome and are helping the club
help the young people of Bampton
Finalty, I would again like to thank all our

volunteers for helping out with both Sen-
ior and Junior nights - without them, the
club would not be able to survive. If
anyone else would be interested in helping
us out, then please let either myself or
Sarah know {our phone numbers are be-
low). I would alsc like 1o thank the
Bampton Youth Club Committee for all
their help and encouragement over the
past few months.

Senior Youth Club
By Gary Gummer

Thursday night is Senior night, the club is
open from 7.30pm to 10pm and it caters
for young people aged 15-21. We offer
pool, darts, table tennis, football (inside
and outside when the weather is OK), golf
{on a machine!), coffee, snacks, chat,
music and informal discussions on any
topic. At present, there is an added attrac-
tion with a fortnightly visit from Shane and
Morris, two very capable DJIs, who will
soon be working in the Oxford Coven
nightclub, but want to practice their skills
on us first.

This year's trips away from Bampton will
be Paintballing in the Cotswold woods,
and, if there is enough interest, a weekend
away somewhere.

Mural?

In conjunction with the Junior night, It is
hoped that this year will see a new revised
edition of the mural on the Youth Club
wall. A design by a local artist, Peter
Clark, has been formulated, which will
incorporate cartoon themes to include
Southpark and The Simpsons.

Gary GummerTel: 01993 851913

Junior Youth Club
by Sarah Constable
Bampton Junior Youth' Club runs on a
Tuesday evening between 6.30pm and
8.15pm, and caters for an age range

between 10 and 15 years The club is well
attended with over 40 members. Ther
an attendance fee of 40p per nig
every child. We are also open du
school holidays (volunieers g)es«mmﬁf
Hach young person has the opportunity 1o
participate in many games and activities,
such as pool, table tennis, hockey and
football.  There is also music and a
television inside the club. Weather permit-
ting, we also run a number of activities
outside, such as rounders, outdoor football
and other ball games.

We are currently in the process of organis-
ing trips to Thorpe Park, the Qasis Swim-
ming pool in Swindon, and the Oxford Ice
Rink. We also hope to arrange inter-club
football matches against other youth clubs,
and we are planning a dance concert with
the young people for the public. Fund-
raising is also something that we hope to
do more of over the next year, such as Car
Boot sales, Table Top sales, etc. If anyone
has anything they would like to donate to
the club, please contact myself or Gary.
We also want to decorate the youth
clubroom.

I would like to thank the following indi-
viduals for their time and enthusiasm:
without their contribution as volunteers
the club would not be able to function.
They are: Luke Hopcroft, Liam Main,
Mary Williams, Elaine Townsend, Hannah
Shuker and Debbie Mayo.

If anyone would like to contact me for any
reason, then please do not hesitate to ring
me on the following number.

Sarah Constable Tel: 01993 850236
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CLASSICAL OPERA PRESENTS
'NINA'

By Paisiello.

The first two weeks of July always see
frantic activity at the historic Deanery,
Bampton. The long-suffering owners and
their gardener are usually to be found with
secateurs or spades in their garden. In time
vans, and perhaps a tractor arrive, and a
strange conglomeration of objects are un-
loaded onto the lawns - large staging
blocks, dozens of music stands, a few
portaloos, and a beautiful harpsichord (the
18th century forerunner of the piano).
Yards and yards of cables soon criss-cross
the grass, lights are mounted on tall
stands, and for three or four days a group
of singers are to be seen performing
strange antics as weeks of preparation
gradually come together in the final re-
hearsals for Bampton Classical Opera's
annual production.

This summer will see the seventh summer
opera, and the event is now well known
with a loyal and appreciative audience
drawn from far and wide. The Company
uses young professional singers and con-
centrates on some of the rarities of eight-
eenth-century opera, a policy which is
unique amongst British companies. The
1999 Opera will be Nina by the Italian
composer who was much admired by
Mozart and Rossini, Giovanni Paisiello.
Paisiello wrote over eighty operas and
Nina was probably his greatest success:
two hundred years ago productions were
common in theatres across Europe, with
audiences everywhere touched by the sen-
timental fate of the heroine - at the first
performance, given in the open-air at
Caserta in Italy in 1789, it is recorded that
the ladies leaned out of their balconies,
crying "Fear not, your love will appear” as
Nina sang her great love aria in the first
act. Last summer, the international star,
Cecilia Bartoli, performed the opera at the
Zurich Opera, and La Scala Milan is
mounting a production in the autumn. The
Bampton performances, in a new English
translation, are perhaps the first in this
country since the early nineteenth century.
Nina is best described as sentimental com-
edy, in which the heroine (played by

Michelle Harris, who thrilled the audience
and critics with her dynamic performance

Henry Herford in 'Don Giovanni'
Bampton Classsical Opera 1997.

in last year's opera) has lost her reason
through the death of her lover Lindoro in a
duel. Rejecting her father, the Count (the
renowned baritone, Henry Hereford, who
played the wily manservant Pasquariello in
the 1997 Don Giovanni), she withdraws
into her own inconsolable world. But then
an unexpected visitor arrives.... ...

If you're cautious about attending opera,
why not give Bampton Classical Opera a
try. The music is delightfully tuneful -
Mozart said, "Whoever seeks for light and
pleasurable sensations in music cannot be
recommended to anything better" - the
garden setting is idyllic, and the atmos-
phere is unusually relaxed. Bring a deck-
chair and a picnic and let us provide an
evening's entertainment unlike any other.
The performances of Nina will be in the
Deanery Garden (or in the church; if wet)
on Friday and Saturday, 16th and 17th
July.

Tickets priced at £16 per person, (num-
bers of which are strictly limited) will be
available from 17th May from Abbey
Properties in Bampton, or The Music
Stand in Witney Tel: 01993 851876.

BAMPTON
METHODIST CHURCH

Bridge Street, Bampion
Saturday 29th May
Coffee Morning

10am -12 noon
Many stalls including; cakes, plants,
books, bric-a-brac etc.

All proceeds to our
Modernisation Fund.

Sunday 30th May
Trinity Sunday 11lam
Mr Ron Glithero BA BD,

BAMPTON LIBRARY
and
ROBERT VESEY ROOM
Old Grammer School,
Church View, Bampton,
Oxon OX8 2NE
Tel: 01993 850076

OPENING HOURS

Monday 2.30pm - 5.00pm
6.00pm - 7.00pm

Tuesday CLOSED

Wednesday 10.00am - 12.00pm

Thursday 2.30pm - 7.00pm

Friday CLOSED

Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

Don't forget the Robert Vesey Room
is open during Library opening hours,
You can enjoy a cup of tea/coffee and
browse along the books in a friendly
atmosphere, W.O.A.A. also have
small exhibitions of paintings , sculp-
tures, etc., on display.

The Robert Vesey Room is run by
W.O A A on a voluntary basis, so if
you are interested in meeting people
and having a break from the house,
please contact Barbara Daw, Tel:
85149.

S E ARTS ASSOCIATION
NEWS AND EVENTS

The Gallery, Town Hall, Bampton, Oxon. OX18 2JH. Tel: 01993 850137
Opening hours during éxhibitions
Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am - 12.30pm and 2pm - 4pm, Sunday 2pm - 4pm
The Administrator is usually in the Gallery every Tuesday and Friday morning
Membership fees - Single £12, Family £20. Student £5

APRIL, MAY AND JUNE

11th April to 2nd May
MATERIAL MATTER

Textile Art by makers from Owxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
y

'WEST OXF

i5th May to 5th Jume
Artweeks Exhibition
OXFORD ART SOCIETY'S MEMBERS' SHOW
Painting, Sculpture, Drawing and Prints
- Selected work from Oxford's most prestigious Fine Arts Group
The Gallery will be open continuously including lunchtimes, Sunday mornings and Mondays,
 Bank Holiday Monday 31st (Morris Day) from 10.30am to 4pm.
Please note: The Exhibition will open on Saturday 15th May to co-ordinate with West Oxfordshire Artwork
The Private View/Reception will be on Sunday 16th May 11.30am to 2pm.
 All West Oxforshire Arts Members are invited.

13th to 27th June

TEXTURED IMAGES
Richard Dack and Ann Norman
Richard Dack works in mixed media on paper to produce richly textured images that are evocative recollections of his
experiences of wild and remote landscapes.
Sunday 20th June, 10am - 4pm, Composition with Richard Dack - This interesting workshop will present the basic knowledge of
how to structure your pictorial content into a balanced and unified whole.
Ann Norman uses handmade ropes to produce expressive works of texture and colour
Saturday 19th June, 10am - 4pm, Make a Ply-split Basket with Ann Norman - An opportunity to make colourful ropes and use them
to create a small rope basket, using the newly researched techniques of Ply-splitting.
Both workshops W.0.A member £20, non-member £25. To book contact Liz Bryant Tel: 01993 704345

West Oxfordshire Arts Association Highlights of
November, December, January and February

This period began with one of West Oxfordshire Arts' biennial highlights - namely 'Images of Elsewhere’ - an exhibition of over
90 paintings by Ann Manly and Dennis Harrison covering such diverse places as the valleys of the Lot, Dordogne, and Cele in
France, Venice, Greece, the Lake District, and East Anglia. All these illustrated their inimitable touch with landscapes, and their
high standards of craftsmanship, and sales were brisk.

In December, 'Gifts in the Gallery' provided and excellent venue for aesthetic, interesting, and often reasonably priced Christmas
presents. Assembled, they turned the Gallery into a veritable fairy palace.

After closure in January for refurbishment the Gallery opened in February a changed place, with improved heating, and new
ceiling lighting, which has enhanced the aesthetic effect, as well as providing better light for exhibits. The watercolour and
acrylic paintings by Salma Caller, exhibited from February 7th to the 21st, RedearthBluesky, both benefited by, and did justice
to, this enhanced environment - they illustrated the contrasts of earth and sky, day and night, moon and sun, in a glowing range
of bright sensuous colours depicting elegant buildings and natural scenery.

In January Philip Hicks, who is an active member of W.O.A ., had an exhibition at the David Messum Gallery in Cork Street. The
paintings on view were mainly of sheep, which has been a major focus for him since relocating from London to Bampton.
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The Beam Team would like to donate £5
to Cancer Research as thanks to Mr Rill
Govier for the crossword in this edition of
The Beam.
Thank you to all those who took part and
the winner of the £5 for Decembers
crossowrd is:
A, Minto,

25 St Mary's Court, Weald.
Well done to everyone who took part, and
good luck with the new crossword.

BAMPTON WELFARE
TRUST

The object of the Trust "shall be to
relieve generally or individually, per-
sons resident in the area of the ancient
Parish of Bampion who are in condi-
tions of need, hardship or distress”
(Charity Commission).

If you need any help from the Bampton
Welfare Trust, please contact: Janet
Newman Tel: 850755 - or any of the
other Trustees: The Rev. D.J. Lloyd,
Mrs S. Phillips, Mrs L Humpbhries, Mrs
J. Haslam, Mrs T. Piercy, Mr N.
Wearne, Mr G. Wiltshire (Aston), and
Mr A. Grinsell (Lew).

THE BAMPTON BEAM'S CROSWORD

Diary of Forthcoming Events
Aprii

1 3 4 5 6
7 8
9 10 11
12
13 14 i5
16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23
|24 25
26 27
28 : 29
30 31
Across Down
7. Trudge 1. The windpipe
8. Give life to 2. Fondling in the manner of doves
9. Dissecting Knife 3. Doorkeeper
11. Record of money matters 4. Gully
12. Rugged 5. Person of learning
13. Sham attack 6. A long, narrow flag
15. Rich yeliow-brown in colour 10. Rich soil
16. Any pulse used as fodder 1. Recurring malarial fever
17. Pitcher 14. Characteristic
19. Strength, vigour, energy 15. To comb out
21.Boundless 18. Far off
24. Power 19. A king of ancient Egypt
25. Heather 20. A long-eared rodent
26. Make punctures 21. Moral weakness
28. To take back 22. A long net for fishing
29. Hermit 23. Disperse
30. Awkward 26. A table untensil
31. Supplier of food 27. South African native village

10th Gardening Club Coffee Morning Town Hall 10am - 12am

11th (- 2nd May) W.O. A A Material Matter The Gallery

11th Foxbury Farm Open Day 1lam - 4pm

17th Tennis Club Open Day Recreation Ground, Buckland Rd 2pm - 6pm
26th A.G.M. Village Hall Committee, Village Hall 8pm

May

lst Gardening Club Coffee Morning Town Hall 10am - 12am

3rd Pumpkin Club Annual May Street Fair 10am

th Gardening Club Trip to Malvern Spring Show Market Square Yam
12th Gardening Club Talk Blooms V illage Hall 7.30pm

15th (- 5th June) W.O.A A Members Exhibition The Gallery
29th Methodist Church Coffee Morming Bridge St. 10am - 12am
29th SPAJERS Annual Shirt Race Market Square 6 30pm
30th Methodist Church Trinity Sunday Mr R. Glithero 11am
31st Morris Dancing, Garlands and Craf Fair Market Square

June

5th Gardering Club Coffee Morning Town Hall 10am - 12am
13th - 27th W.O A.A. Textured Images The Gallery

24th Cancer research Cream Teas Village Hall 2pm - 4pm

July

Ist Bampton Town Football Club Fun Football and Fete Day
16th - 17th Bampton Classical Opera 'Nina' The Deanery

Please let me have your contributions to the 'Beam' before the next
Deadline - 2nd July 1999

BAMPTON DIRECTORY 1999

The Directory has been updated and reprinted.

A copy has been delivered to every address in Bampton.

Extra copies are available from The Post Office and Abbey Properties.

If you wish to make any amendments please send information to The Editor, The
Bampton Directory, ¢/o The Cotton Club, Bridge Street, Bampton. OX18 2HA.
The latest amendments are as follows:

page 25

CANCER RELIEF MACMILLAN FUND

Lin Edgar, Willow Tree, Oathurst Estate, High Street Tel: 851770

page 3

POST OFFICE

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9am - Ipm & 2pm - 5.30pm, Wednesday &
Saturday 9am - 12.30pm.

page 6

BUS & COACH SERVICES

Delete: BAKER COACHES operate a service on Wednesdays etc.

Bampton Memorial
I received a good response from you on the Memorial here in Bampton. In the
August edition of the Beam I shall, hopefully, be able to tell you some of the history
behind it. Special thanks to Mr Edwards and Mrs Brabben, who have supplied lots
of information.

Insert: STEVE'S TRAVEL EYNSHAM (Service 18) runs every Monday to
Saturday between Clanfield and Oxford via Bampton, Aston, Standlake.
Enquiries: Steve's Travel Eynsham Tel: 01865 883074,

page 14

BAMPTON BABY CLUB

Now meet in the Bampton Village Hall, Market Square.

THE BAMPTON BEAM
The Bampton Beam is published three
times a year and distributed free to all
residents in Bampton. Exira copies are
available from the Post Office, Abbey
Properties, The Cotton Club and Emmies.

Editor:

Fenella Gray Tel: 851653
Sub-Editor:

Gillian Gummer Tel: 251913
Assistant Editor:

Fred Gray Tel: 851653
Artwork:

Jo Lewingion Tel: 850947
Treasurer:

Christine McLintock Tel: 850736
Advertising:

Fenella Gray Tel: 851653, Fax 851892
Distribution:

Vacant

If you could help, or would like to join the
team in any capacity please contact
Fenella Gray Tel: 851653

Contributions are always welcome at any
time and should be sent to: The Editor,
The Bampten Beam, c/o The Cotton
Club, Bridge St, Bampton.

Deadline - 2nd July, 1999,

While every effort is made to ensure the
accuracy of information printed in The
Bampton Beam, the editor & publishers
cannot accept any responsibility for the
consequences of any error that may occur.
The views expressed in The Bampton
Beam are not necessarily those of the
Editor. Personal views are the responsibil-
ity of the author in each case.

The team wishes to thank The Cotton
Club - quality fabric suppliers - as well
as the 'Beam' letter box! Also many thanks
‘o Abbey Properties and Bradford &
Bingley. Also our thanks go to the Parish
Council for their financial support each
year.

If you wish to have The Bampton Beam
posted to yourself or to a relative or friend
on a regular basis, please send your name,
address and cheque (made payable to The
Bampton Beam) to: The Bampton Beam,
Subscriptions: ¢/o The Cotton Club,
Bridge Street, Bampton, Oxon. Annual
Subscription - £2.50
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on

MONDAY 3rd MAY 1999

held in

THE MARKET SQUARE

LOTS OF CRAFT AND CHARITY STALLS
TRADITIONAL ENTERTAINMENT

If you would like to help out in any way or would like more
information please contact

Dave Close, Tel: 01993 210023.

Committee Members are - Jim Gascoigne, Nick Thorpe,
Mike Wooloff, Jenny Chaundy, Ashley Sturgess, Sheila &
Helen Walker, Edie Forshew, Sharon Broughton,
Bob Smith, Paul Featherstone and Billy
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