250-house scheme clears final hurdle

DETAILED plans for 250 homes in the northern edge of the town. The The speed limit in part of Shilton
Carterton have been approved. scheme already had outline consent. Road will be reduced from 60mph to
West Oxfordshire District Council’s There will be two, three and four- 40mph at the entrance to the site.
lowlands planning sub-committee bedroom houses, including 75 Carterton North West ward councillor
unanimously agreed to accept David affordable homes. Maxine Crossland, said: “We’ve reached
Wilson Homes’ proposals for land next The developer is giving £160,000 to the point where this is as good as it's

to the Kilkenny Lane Country Park on improve Carterton Leisure Centre. going to get, so I'm happy with it.”
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Critical decisions
must not be rushed

ANOTHER week and another application
for a major housing development in West
Oxfordshire.

Even before the district council has made
a decision on the 700-home Carterton East
proposal, it is under pressure to approve a
1,000-home scheme west of the town.

The Campaign to Protect Rural England
is worried that developers are rushing to
exploit the vacuum in development
strategy caused by the lack of an up-to-date
Local Plan for the district.

While consultation on the updated Local
Plan, taking into account the latest
forecasts of housing needs until 2031, has
yet to begin, with the plan unlikely to be
finalised until October, Crest Nicholson is
asking the council to make up its mind on a
major development in just 13 weeks.

As well as the houses, the scheme
includes proposals for a primary school,
shops, community buildings and protected
areas for wildlife.

Crest Nicholson is unlikely to earn itself
any friends with such a hasty approach,
especially in the absence of a proper Local
Plan.

We would suggest that the company
takes a step back and agrees a more
sensible timescale for consideration of the
proposal.

This would give the many people in
Carterton and surrounding communities,
who have deep concerns about the likely
impact of the plan, a proper opportunity to
have their say and allow the councillors
charged with such an important decision
enough time to weigh up such a complex
application.
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