


img536 - Lee Mackie, mother of Marine Jason Mackie who was 

killed in Afghanistan in 2009, gets comfort on Remembrance 

Sunday from Marines to Bampton to support her. 

img154 - Lee Mackie, mother of Jason Mackie who was killed 

in Afghanistan, has been tricked out of £4,500. 

img253 - Witney Gazette April 2nd 2014. Conman Gary 

Sheehy conned Lea Mackie out of £4,350, part of the £150,000 

she received from the life insurance of her son Jason who was 

killed in Afghanistan.  Sheehy was punished by given 

community service.  He had previously got £10,000, then 

£3,550 and a further £850 before the final amount. 

 

1a. The war memorial - A picture of Bampton War Memorial 

taken October 26th 2009.  It had very recently been cleaned and 

the lettering repainted after the death of Jason Mackie in 

Afghanistan. 

1n. Afghanistan - A picture of Bampton War Memorial taken 

October 26th 2009.  The men listed in alphabetical order for 

Afghanistan. Jason Mackie.  It was not called a war because it 

was to try and change a regime, not a fight against the people 

of Afghanistan. 

1s. A picture of Bampton War Memorial taken October 26th 

2009.  The name of Jason Mackie being added to the memorial.  

Jason was killed by a roadside bomb in Afghanistan in 2009. 

1u. A picture of Bampton War Memorial taken October 26th 

2009.  The name of Jason Mackie was being added to the 

memorial.  Jason was killed by a roadside bomb in Afghanistan 

in 2009.  These are the tools being used to add the name. 



1v. Craftsman’s tools - A picture of Bampton War Memorial 

taken October 26th 2009.  The name of Jason Mackie was being 

added to the memorial.  Jason was killed by a roadside bomb in 

Afghanistan in 2009. These are the tools being used to add the 

name. 

1w. Lee Mackie’s flowers - A picture of Bampton War 

Memorial taken October 26th 2009.  Jason Mackie's mother put 

the flowers and card by his newly added name. 2009. 

1x. All the names and 1y and 1z - A picture of Bampton War 

Memorial taken October 26th 2009.  After the memorial had 

been cleaned and Jason Mackie's name added, the lettering all 

round was repainted. 

2a. Whole memorial - A picture of Bampton War Memorial 

taken October 26th 2009.  The whole memorial now cleaned, 

Jason Mackie's name added and all the lettering newly painted. 

2b. Poppy wreaths - A picture of Bampton War Memorial taken 

October 26th 2009.  The whole memorial now cleaned, Jason 

Mackie's name added and all the lettering newly painted.  

Poppy wreaths being laid on Remembrance Sunday 2009.  Not 

very sharp picture because it's a still from a film. 

img179 - Witney Gazette on line, October 28th 2014. This item 

recalls all the Oxfordshire soldiers and airmen and women from 

Oxfordshire who have lost their lives in the eleven-year 

campaign in Afghanistan. A quote from the article about 

Bampton's Jason Mackie reads:- "But Bampton resident Lee 

Mackie, 59, whose 21-year-old son Royal Marine Jason 

Mackie died in May 2009, said: “As a mother, nothing is ever 

worth losing your son for but I understand there are 

circumstances where we have to get involved to eradicate 



extremism.  I respect Jason’s wish to serve in the Armed Forces 

and when I spoke to him about it he was proud of what he was 

doing and he felt they were making a difference to the normal 

Afghan people who just want to live their lives and educate 

their children. It’s something I cling on to that my son was 

doing something worthwhile.”  Prime Minister and Witney MP 

David Cameron said: “Their tragic deaths remind us of the 

continued commitment and sacrifice of our Armed Forces and 

of their families and our deepest sympathies will always be 

with them.”  

Lea Mackie fostering - Witney Gazette June 10th 2015.  Lee is 

now fostering children up to the age of 2 years old and for the 

first time since her son Marine Jason Mackie was killed in 

Afghanistan in May 2009 she feels life is good again.   













































‘Now prove our loved ones didn’t sacrifice lives in vain’ 

 

 
Lee Mackie, whose son Jason died. Picture: OX70849 Richard Cave  

 

First published 08:00 Tuesday 28 October 2014 in Witney by Dan Robinson, 

Reporter covering Witney and West Oxfordshire. Call me on 01865 425483  

 

FAMILIES of Oxfordshire soldiers killed in the Afghanistan conflict fear their 

loved ones may have died in vain.  As British troops were finally withdrawn 

from its base at Camp Bastion, relatives of some of the county’s war heroes 

called on the Government to prove their sacrifices were for something 

worthwhile.  Heather Wood, whose husband Warrant Officer Class 2 Charlie 

Wood was killed in an explosion in December 2010, said she is yet to see 

evidence of Afghan lives being improved as a result of British intervention.  

 

Charlie Wood and his wife, Heather.  

 

The Bicester resident, 34, said: “I’m relieved that no 

other families are going to have to go through what I 

had to and also for those who are injured over there.  

“But when I look at the news I think ‘what difference 

did it make?’ You never see any good stories like 

schools opened or roads improved, but perhaps that’s 

because there’s been no benefits to lives. As a wife 

who’s lost a husband out there, there’s nothing for 

http://www.witneygazette.co.uk/news/wgheadlines/witney/
http://www.witneygazette.co.uk/author/profile/42511/


me to look at and think ‘well actually, Charlie helped with that’.   “If the 

Government believed we did make a difference then they need to prove that 

because all we’ve seen is a disaster and heartache.”   The British Armed Forces, 

which first entered Afghanistan 13 years ago following the 9/11 terrorist 

attacks, have been based at Camp Bastion since 2006 but left the base on 

Sunday.   Some 453 servicemen and women have died in the conflict, including 

12 from Oxfordshire regiments all killed in explosions.  Corporal Andrew 

Roberts, 32, and Private Ratu Silibaravi, 32, from the now disbanded Bicester-

based 23 Pioneer Regiment, were killed in an explosion in May 2012.  

 

Cpl Andrew Roberts with his wife Paula Ewers and son 

Josh Easterbrook. 

  

Cpl Roberts’ partner of almost three years, Bicester resident 

Paula Ewers, 33, said: “The Government needs to show what 

it has really achieved out there because I don’t really see 

anything other than the loss of life.  “The pain doesn’t go 

away — it stays forever and it feels like it was all for 

nothing.”   

 

But Bampton resident Lee Mackie, 59, whose 21-year-old son Royal Marine 

Jason Mackie died in May 2009, said: “As a mother, nothing is ever worth 

losing your son for but I understand there are circumstances where we have to 

get involved to eradicate extremism.  “I respect Jason’s wish to serve in the 

Armed Forces and when I spoke to him about it he was proud of what he was 

doing and he felt they were making a difference to the normal Afghan people 

who just want to live their lives and educate their children.  

 

“It’s something I cling on 

to that my son was doing 

something worthwhile.”  

Prime Minister and 

Witney MP David 

Cameron said: “Their 

tragic deaths remind us of 

the continued 

commitment and sacrifice 

of our Armed Forces and 

of their families and our  

deepest sympathies will 

always be with them.”  
 

Jason Mackie 

http://www.witneygazette.co.uk/search/?search=%22Jason+Mackie%22&topic_id=5973
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Roll of Honour  

OXFORDSHIRE Armed Forces members who died in Afghanistan:  

 

Marine Dale Gostick, 22, of Royal Marines 3 Troop Armoured Support 

Company, died on May 25, 2008  

 

Warrant Officer Class 2 Gary O’Donnell, 40, of the Royal Logistic Corps, 

based at Vauxhall Barracks in Didcot died on September 10, 2008  

 

Marine Jason Mackie, 21, from Bampton, of the Royal Marines Armoured 

Support Group, died on May 14, 2009  

 

Lieutenant Colonel Rupert Thorneloe, 39, commanding officer of the 1st 

Battalion Welsh Guards, died on July 1, 2009  

 

Captain Dan Shepherd, 28, of the Royal Logistic Corps’ 11 Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) Regiment, based in Didcot, died on July 20, 2009  

 

Staff Sergeant Olaf Schmid, 30, of the 11 EOD Regiment, died on October 31, 

2009  

 

Captain Daniel Read, 31, of the 11 EOD Regiment, died on January 11, 2010  

 

Staff Sergeant Brett Linley, 29, of the 11 EOD Regiment, died on July 17, 2010  

 

Warrant Officer Class 2 Charlie Wood, 34, of the 23 Pioneer Regiment, died on 

December 28, 2010  

 

Captain Lisa Head, 29, of the 11 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Regiment, died 

on April 19, 2011  

 

Corporal Andrew Roberts, 32, of 23 Pioneer Regiment, died on May 4, 2012  

 

Private Ratu Silibaravi, 32, of 23 Pioneer Regiment, died on May 4, 2012.  

 

http://www.witneygazette.co.uk/search/?search=%22Dale+Gostick%22&topic_id=5970
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killed in Afghanistan.  Sheehy was punished by given 
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the lettering repainted after the death of Jason Mackie in 
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