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< WOVEN IN SILK.

CRYSTAL PALACE,

Designed by
i SiR JOSEPH PAXTON, M.P.
OPENED BY THE LATE QUEEN VICTORIA,

i MAy 1oth, 1854.

Length of Palace r,392 ft. Breadth 284 fi.
: Height of Roof 200 ft.
Area of Park gz acres.
Length of Hot Water Pipes 16 miles.
i Height of Water Tower 284 ft.
Water in Tower Tanks 2,500 fons,

(Regd. No. 411548)
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~Who won the

. PHOTO BY.W: C. ADAMS.
BAMPTON.

: FIRE BRIGADE _

WINS THE NATIONAL SHIELD.

" As briefly announced in our last issue, the

Bampton Fire Brigade attended the annnal |

camp amd competition of the National Fire
Brigade Union last week, at the Crystal Palace,
to take part in the drills for the National

Shield. It may be of interest to state that the

Union, which was originated in the year 1887,
has grown to ‘very large  proportions, com-
prising at the present time over 500 Brigades
in all parts of England and Wales, and has a
“roll of 12,000 members. = The Union is divided -
—into 16 districts, and each district is entifled to
- send two Brigades to compete for the National
Shield.  This is the third “year Bampton has
represented the South Midlands District in
these contests ; they tere placed third two
years in succession, -and this year, after one of”
the keenest competitions on record, succeeded
in winning the coveted trophy.  The particu-
lars of the drill was as follows;—*National

- Manual Challenge Shield” (open to-competition=

tp two Brigades from each distriet-of -the
Union), 4 men and coachman, wet. drill, drive.
up to dam, unhitch horses, put on three 50
_feet lengthi delivery hose, 2 leagihs suection
SRR UL PUlo; SBIOW G _STOUTS- fuvors, Rater
_to strike and displace farget, time taken-rom

~ water -striking target—Bampton 1st, Birslem

~ 2nd, Brackley 3rd, Tunbridge Wells 4th. - Win-.|-

ner’s time 45 seconds; 20 entries. * Among the
other principal events was the Green
Memorial Challenge vase (provided by sub-
scriptions in memory of the late Captain Green,
of Oxford, one of the fouuders of the Union).
This trophy is a-very heavy and heautifully
chased silver vase, and was won by Bampton,
Margate ~being .2nd, and East and West
Moseley third. _ _
As soon as the success of their Brigade
became known in the .town, the inhabifants
began to decorate their houses. Flags were-
soon flying in every direction, and it was at
once resolved to give the firemen a hearty
reception. Unfortunately the firemen could
could not reach home till the last train on
Thursday, but even this was turned to account
by the inhabitants, for they decided to illuminate,
so that if they could not get to thestation to
congratulate their successful townsmen they
could show their welcome in another way. - The
principal illuminations were at the following
places:—J. F. Staples-Browne, Esq., J.P.
4 George and Dragon,” Town Hall, Post Office,
“New Inn,” “Talbot Hotel,” “Jubilee” Inn,
Mr, Taunt’s Messrs. Robinson, Mr. Hodges,
Mr. G. W-Ellisiélr. Bryant, Mr. Green, &c.
Probably never before since the railway
station was built, was there ever such a crowd
on that twe miles of road which on ordinary
occasions seems 80 dull and dreary. Al kinds
 of conveyances were requistioned, from a bfake
to a donkey cart;and had it been daylight at
the time the scene would have compared
gomewhat with the road between London and
Epsomon a Derby day. As 1t was the sight
was very pretty, for on every trap was am
" jllumination. The Feoresters’ band, under their
talented leader, Mr. Taunt, was, of course.
present, and -as the_train. steamed into_the
station struck up ‘“See the ronquering hero
comes.”  Soon . the stalwart form of the.
_Captain and his men were seen alighting, their
faces beaming- with the satisfaction ~that
belongs peculiarlyto the man who has done his
duty and knows it. Great was the rush to get
at the heroes of the hour, and hearty were the
hand shakes and the cheers which came from
‘hundreds of tongues ‘as - the party made their
~ way from train to the-brake which Mr. Norman
had kindly sent for them. e e
On arriving at Windmill Hill the horses were
taken from the brake containing the Firemen
and their friends, and ropes being attached, and
enthusiastic townsmen proceeded to-draw the
vehicle to the Town Hall, when there were calls
for Captain Williams. That gentleman in a
neat speech said -he' had to thank all-for the
- magnificient reception they had given the Fire
- Brigade. This was the third time they had
competed for the National Shield, and at last
they had succeeded. Their neighbours often
said that Bampton was a worn outold town,and

much behind the time, but_he thought the |
Fire Brigade had shown that WBeg"BamPgonigns i

made up their mind-to do a thing,* and stood

shoulder to shoulder, they would take a lot of |

“beating yet. _

The brake containing the firemen was then
dragged around the town fo the strains of the
“band, and amid the shouts of the people.

- For high-class provisions at strictly modern
_prices choicest mild Breakfast Bacon and Hams
. choice Cheese and Butter, Lunch, Tongues, and
Grogers,

W, H, Tarrant and Sons, Family

THE BAMPTON FIREMEN |
National Shield at the Crystal |
Palace, 1904, "

“ ¢ngine crossing -line 30 feet from dam; to f+

- “ Duchess of Mariborough’s  Cup,”
- Somers’ Trophy *' (held by fireman O. Williams, |

TO. THE BAMPTON FIRE BRIGADE. |

~ You ve buckied to

damage.

~On Fi‘-iday the coveted trophy was ._on' ﬁéiv A=

the Town. Hall, and crowds of people flocked

~into- the town from all the neighbourhood
around to have a look at if, and also at the men |

who  won it:  Telegrams. of congratulation

poured in from all paris of the-eountry, and if |
=1

ever Bampton
Friday. :

had a proud time it was on
Tt will be- interesting to our_readers.to know

- that the following important prizes are now |
held by the Bampton Brigade -—*‘ The'National |
Shield ” (just won), “The Green Memorial |-

Bowl,” (given in memiory of the late Supt.
Green, of Oxford), “The South Midland Shield””
“ Miss

for one man drill}, cups given by Members of

Parliament in the South Midland District; and |
the Local Challenge Club, given by Dr. Oates, |

which they now hold for the second time.

The National Shield has been won by the
following Brigades in the years -named:— |
- Bedford 1826, Bournemouth 1898, Liydd 1899, .

Tuabridge 1902, Lydd- |

Bournemouth 1901,
1903. et

You're men of merit,-men of pluck,

e

.- Has entered not a sin
ThenShout irongh town
: FOI‘."G_Qi:id.-OId Bampton's won the Shield.

You've entered competitions keen,
“Gainst wen of mettle and renown ;.
- You have done well, and ever been
 The pride and glory of your town.
Then shout aloud through town to Weald,
For Good Old Bampton’s won the Shield.

Gaingt England all you fairly fought.
The crack Brigades all England round
By your grand efforts brought to nought,
And  you've come back with laurels
crowned. =
Then shout aloud through town to Weald,
For Good Old Bampton’s won the Shield.

To-day yoﬁ.ét’alnd ofi higher ground,

- You've faced your country pr_ol_ld_'__al;d;;.

———sirone, = ——
You've wrested from all those around
- The trophy for which firemen Iong.
Then shout aloud threugh town to Weald, -
For Good O0ld Bampton’s won the Shield. -

Hail to the Captain and his men,
-~ Lieut. Bose and Fireman Fox,:
To O. Williams, Green, and then,
To Constable upon the box. -
Hurrah, hurrah, through town to Weald,
For Good Old Bampton's won the Shield.

“BicycLe Acgmwl—o'l Sunday mcn?nmg as
Mr. Eeles, who was riding a bieycle and taking-
his wife and child m a trailer to Witney; was

descending Lew Hill, a large dog flawat him; =
with“the Tosult thal ull were thrown fo the |
- ground, and sustained a severe shaking and some

bruises. —Fortunately there was no serious

CONSECRATION OF A BISHOP,
~~The Archbishop -of Canterbury, assisted by the
Bishops of Ely, Dover, and Madagascar, on Monday {

congecrated the Rev. Francis Ambrose Gregory,
D.D., son of the Dean of St. Paul’s, as Bishop of

Mauritius, in St. Paul’s Cathedral. The service |}
began with the Holy Communion, the sermon being |

preached by ths Rev. George B. Vaux, rector of
Carshalton. At the conclusion of the sermon the
Bishop-Designate was conducted to the Apse, where
he put on bis rochet. On his return, Dr. Gregory
was presented to the Archbishop by the Bishops of
Ely and Madagascar for cansecration. 'The King’s
Mandate was then read, and the oath of Canonical

- Ovedience administered. The Litany followed, with |-
— a special suffrage, used on these occasions, referring |
to the Bishop-Designate. The service proceeded, |-

and Dr. Gregory again-rntir_ed-_-to put on the rest of
the Episcopal habit. -After that the Consecration

was completed, and the Archbishop and the Bishops ._
present laid their hands upon the new Bishep, who |
“took his place with the other Bishops, and. thecom- :

_n_:unibix-_s_;en_iqe proceeded to the ends

ENIGHT BROS., |
COAL MERCHANTS,
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BAMPTON.
& Mg. ExLes, of the Market Place, is agent
for the * Witaey Gazette.”  All
advertisements reiating to Bampton shounld

be sent to him ws early in the week s
possible.

FIRE BRIGADE DINNER.

How quickly time flica! When the company
assembled in the Town Hall on Wedneeday
week for the Fire Brigade Dioner it scemed
hard to realisa that twelve months had
slipped by since the previons gathering for |
the same purpose. That the diover hae |
I st voue of its popolarity was evideni
irom the pumber who mccepted invitations,
no iess than 75 eventoally sittieg down.
M-at of he nld famitiar fsc.s, which 8 em nart
&' d parcel of these gatherings, were there, some
from ooe ciore of w othar ware unable to
a tend, and there we o a few naw-comure whogs
pres-nce wili, it is hoped, bec me as regu'ar
and welcome ws any old-"imers as the years r I'
on, The chair wss tsken by Major the Hep. |
B. Fuoeeer, sho wa sapooricd hy the Tinar |
(Rev. UL U, nOUW ) s, Arkinou snd
W d.and Mesere. Dallas, Liodop, J. sod R,
R dwell. After the health of the Kisg, the
Cnairman propesed the toast of ** Hampton
Fire Brigade,” remarking how creditable it is
for the Brigade not to sit w'ill when no serious
work is to be drme, boi to be conticually at
drill, and eo effectizely a8 to win at nearly all
ths o~mpetitions in which they enter. He con-
gratelated them on haviog brought to ampton
t'in yesr the Na'ional Cballenge Shield for
manual engiae dri ls, won at Ramsza‘e, a:d he
Dis:rict Bhield captared at the Weat Miclend
District Oompetition, at Melksham. for ‘ha best
sg.re.ate time taken in several evenis, being
beaten only by the merest shave for firs: place
in more than one of these events. Chitf Offi-er
Willisms, Capt. Green, and Lient. R:se sui ably
responded.

Mr. Willisms touchiog on the differeuce
shown on retursing from victorions displays
in these days as compared with fo:msr yesrs,
ssid that the mpparent apathy of ths presen:
tme is prebably owing to Hampton haviog
becrme »o used to the fireman's smzcess that
they look npon it ae & matter of course

Capt. Green describad the com-etitions ard
explained how near they were to securing first
place in one or two events, and gave his boys
full credit for the pluck and determination they
showed.

Lieot. Rose ssid the young brigade had only
to approach the drilla in the same spirit the old
buys usaed to, and the priz s would follow as a
natural corsequence. He said that at one time
a trophy knowo as the * Greon Memorial Bowl ”
cam= to be styled the “ Bampton Pot” for
obvious reasone,

A pleasing feature of the evening consisted
in the presentation of long service medals by
the Chairman to 0.0. Williams aad Firemau
Fox (esch 30 years) and Lieus Rose (25 years
service).

‘‘ Tha Visitors” was proposed by ©.0.
Williams ; the Viear and Mr. W. Richens
respondiog, both congratulatiog the brigade on
their snccesses and forecasting even better
resulis in the futore :

Lient. Ro e proposed * The Ladies,” thank-
ing all those who helped with the tables, and
Mre. Constable and Mrs. Gordon, who as usual
ccoked everythiog to perfection, Mr. Arthor
Dutton responded in a witty and telling manner.

Mr. Carter proposed ths health of the Chair-
man, remarking that he (the speaker) had
attended 43 such dinners as the present. In
the course of his reply Msjor Forester said that
oo better advertisement could be found for
brigade or dinner than that supplisd in the
perscn of Mr, Qarter. 3

The musical part was supplied by the follow-
ing : duets by Mre. Fish and Mr, R Lane, and
Mesers Lave and Robiason ; eongs by Msj r
Forester, Meesrs. Smith, Rea-on, Bowden, E.
Green, Kimber, an] Warren Green, the latter
a young performer 12 years old, who played his
own accompaniment and sang as though such
matters were everyday ocourrences, Miss Taont
and Miss Claire Hughes in turn accompasied
the other singers.

Tbe annual ioepection of the Brigade and
appliances took place before a small audience
in the afternoon, evreything being declared to
be in satiefactory condition.

— =




George
“Papa”

3




The following lines came from a Witney Gazette correspondent

TO THE BAMPTON FIRE BRIGADE

You’re men of merit, men of pluck,
You’'re smart at drill, at calls you lead,
You’ve buckled to your work, and luck
Has entered not a single deed.

Then shout aloud through town to Weald,
For good old Bampton’s won the Shield.

You’ve entered competitions keen,
‘Gainst men of mettle and renown,

You have done well and ever been

The pride and glory of your town.

Then shout aloud through town to Weald,
For good old Bampton’s won the Shield.

‘Gainst England all you fairly fought,

The crack Brigades all England round

By your grand efforts brought to nought,
And you’ve come back with laurels crowned.
Then shout aloud from town to Weald,

For good old Bampton’s won the Shield.

Today you stand on higher ground,

You’ve faced your country proud and strong,
You’ve wrested from all those around

The trophy for which firemen long.

Then shout aloud from town to Weald,

For good old Bampton’s won the Shield.

Hail to the Captain and his men,

Lieut Rose and Fireman Fox,

To O Williams, Green and then,

To Constable upon the box.

Hurrah, hurrah, through town to Weald,
For good old Bampton’s won the Shield.



Transcribed from the Witney Gazette, Saturday July
30" 1904

THE BAMPTON FIREMEN

WHO WON THE NATIONAL SHIELD AT THE
CRYSTAL PALACE 1904

FIRE BRIGADE WINS THE NATIONAL SHIELD

As briefly announced in our last issue, the Bampton Fire
Brigade attended the annual camp and competition of the
National Fire Brigade Union last week, at the Crystal
Palace, to take part in the drills for the National Shield. It
may be of interest to state that the Union, which was
originated in the year 1887, has grown to very large
proportions, comprising at the present time over 500
brigades in all parts of England and Wales and has a roll
of 12,000 members. The Union is divided into 16
districts and each district is entitled to send two brigades
to compete for the National Shield. This is the third year
Bampton has represented the South Midlands District in
these contests; they were placed third two years in
succession, and this year, after one of the keenest
competitions on record, succeeded in winning the
coveted trophy. The particulars of the drill were as
follows;- National Manual Challenge Shield ( open to
competition to two Brigades from each district of the
Union), 4 men and coachman, wet drill, drive up to dam,
unhitch horses, put on three 50 feet lengths delivery
hose, 2 lengths suction, take out pole, throw and secure
levers, water to strike and displace target, time taken
from engine crossing line 30 foot from dam to water



striking target — Bampton 1%, Burslem 2", Brackley 3,
Tunbridge Wells 4™. Winners time 45 seconds, 20
entries. Among the other principal events was the Green
Memorial Challenge Vase (provided by subscriptions
donated in memory of the late Captain Green of Oxford,
one of the founders of the Union.) This trophy is a very
heavy and beautifully chased silver vase, and was won
by Bampton, Margate being second, and East and West
Mosley third.

As soon as the success of their Brigade became known in
the town, the inhabitants began to decorate their houses.
Flags were soon flying in every direction and it was at
once resolved to give the firemen a hearty reception.
Unfortunately the men could not return home until the
last train on Thursday, but even this was turned to
account by all the inhabitants, for they decided to
illuminate, so that if they could not get to the station to
congratulate their successful townsmen, they could show
their welcome in another way. The principal
illuminations were at the following places;- J F Staples-
Brown Esq, JP, ‘George and Dragon’, Town Hall, Post
Office, ‘New Inn’, ‘Talbot Hotel’, ’Jubilee Inn’, Mr
Taunt’s, Messrs Robinson, Hodges, Wallis, Bryant,
Green etc.

Probably never before since the railway station was built,
was there ever such a crowd on that two miles of road,
which on ordinary occasions seems so dull and dreary.
All kinds of conveyances were requisitioned, from a
brake to a donkey cart, and had it been daylight at the
time, the scene would have been compared somewhat
with the road between London and Epsom on Derby
Day. As it was, the sight was very pretty, for on every
trap was an illumination. The Forester’s Band under their



talented leader Mr Taunt was, of course present, and as
the train steamed into the station, struck up ‘See the
conquering hero come’. Soon the stalwart form of the
Captain and his men were seen alighting, their faces
beaming with the satisfaction that belongs peculiarly to
the man who has done his duty and knows it. Great was
the rush to get at the heroes of the hour, and hearty were
the hand-shakes and the cheers which came from
hundreds of tongues as the party made their way from
train to the brake which Mr Norman had kindly sent for
them.

On arriving at Windmill Hill the horses were taken from
the brake containing the Firemen and their friends, and
ropes were attached, and enthusiastic townsmen
proceeded to draw the vehicle to the Town Hall, where
there were calls for Captain Williams. That gentleman in
a neat speech said he had to thank all for the magnificent
reception they had given the Fire Brigade. This was the
third time they had competed for the National Shield, and
at last they had succeeded. Their neighbours often said
that Bampton was a worn out old town, and much behind
the time, but he thought the Fire Brigade had shown that
when Bamptonians made up their mind to do a thing, and
stood shoulder to shoulder, they would take a lot of
beating yet.

The brake containing the Firemen was then dragged
around the town to the strains of the band, and amid the
shouts of the people.

On Friday the coveted trophy was on view at the Town
Hall, and crowds of people flocked into the town from all
the neighbourhood around to have a look at it, and also at
the men who won it. Telegrams of congratulation poured



in from all parts of the country, and if ever Bampton had
a proud time it was on Friday.

[t will be interesting to our readers to know that the
following prizes are now held by the Bampton Brigade —
The National Shield (just won), The Green Memorial
Bowl (given in memory of the late Supt Green of
Oxford), The Sough Midland Shield, Duchess of
Marlborough’s Cup, Miss Somer’s Trophy (held by
fireman O Williams for one man drill), cups given by
Members of Parliament in the South Midland District
and the local Challenge Cup, given by Dr Oates, which
they now held for the second time.

The National Shield has been won by the following
Brigades in the years named;- Bedford 1826,
Bournemouth 1898, Lydd 1899, Bournemouth 1901,
Tunbridge 1902, Lydd 1903.
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1904,

CRYSTAIL PALACE.




BAMPTON FIRE BRIGADE

1904 was anmus mirabilis for the Brigade. In that year it went
to the Crystal Falace to challenge for the Hational Championship.
There were no less than 20 entries for this final test,but Bamption
performed magnificently,and came out on top,with the brigades of
Burslem,Brackley and Tunbridge Wells following in that order.













The Brigade at camp near Bournemouth,sometime I believe
before 1914. Bampton's tent with three of the Brigade are
just bisible on the extreme left of the photograah.

This photograph shows the Brigade taking part in a
competition held at Brighton sometime during the first
decade of the century. All the competing brigades used
equipment provided by the Brighton Brigade. The eldexrly
man in shirt sleeves on the right of the photograph
was George Townsend who kept the Bagle Innyand shot the
mad bear way back in 1901. -












Bampton fire brigade attending fires and reference to the Brigade in old Vestry minutes.

BAEECA Bampton Fire Brigade in full dress uniform with the horse drawn fire appliance.
Constables the bakers had horses for delivering their goods and these were frequently used to pull
the appliance. The brigade had no horses of its own.

BAEAS5 Bampton Fire Brigade with shields and trophies. This is the team that won the
National competition at Crystal Palace in 1904 under their captain Cambria Williams.

BA1814 Bampton Fire Brigade’s trophies

A614 Back of a postcard which shows, on the other side, the Bampton crew taking part in
the National Shield competition at Crystal Palace in 1904 which they won.

A615 Back of a postcard which shows 'Fire Brigade with Shields and Cups'

A618 Bampton Fire Brigade, 1914. Back Row left to right: Dick Rose. Os Williams. Front Row
left to right: Ted Green. Fox. Perhaps Horace Williams brother of Os. The second picture has the names
of the men on it. Edward Green was the father of Warren Green the church organist.

A619 Fire Brigade with Shields. Edward (Ted) Green on the left and captain Cambria
Williams in the middle.

A620 2 items. Bampton winning the National Challenge Shield at Crystal Palace in 1904.
A620a Bampton winning the National Challenge Shield at Crystal Palace in 1904.

A622 Campsite for many firemen and fire brigades attending a competition in

Bournemouth. 1914.

A626 A competing Fire Brigade Team at Crystal Palace in 1904
A628 Fire Brigade with cups and shields. Firemen. F371b
A629b Fire Brigade at competition camp. Back row:- Mr Fox, Edward 'Ted' Green, 'Papa’

Townsend, Tom Constable (baker) and Fred Green. Front row:- Billy Wilkins and James Green.

A630 Bampton Fire brigade in competition at Crystal Palace 1904

A631 Fire brigade on pump with shield

A632a Fire Brigade with shield. Left to right:- Percy Green, Alec Green, Billy Wilkins, Fred
Green and one other

A633 Bampton Fire Brigade. They have just won the National Shield. Ramsgate.

A633a Bampton Fire Brigade. They have just won the National Shield at Ramsgate. This is on

the back of the picture in 2003.12736.

A635 The Fire Brigade in action at Wantage. Fred Green on the left and Percy Green on the
right of the centre two.

A638 NABU camp, Kings Park, Bournemouth June 26th 1914 with many fire brigade in
attendance



A642 Reverse side of the postcard with all the tents in Bournemouth being used by many
fire brigades. It is a note to let Mrs Green at Eton Villas know that they all arrived safely and are
settling in well

A644 Silk postcard of Crystal Palace bought by one of the firemen attending the National
championships at Crystal Palace

A653 Reverse of the post card from Ramsgate where they have just won the National Shield

A958 2 photos, one with the names written on. Members of the Bampton Fire Brigade with
shields they won at competitions. Top row L-R Jim Green and Billy Wilkins, standing L-R Edward Green,
D Rose, Alec Townsend, Fred Green, 'Papa' Townsend, Cambria Williams, kneeling L-R Percy Green
and D Rose jnr

A959 Bampton Fire Brigade and others in camp ready for a competition

A960 2 pictures; one has the names of the firemen on it and the other one does not.
Bampton Fire Brigade and Prizes. L-R James Green, Billy Wilkins, Fred Green

A961 Cambria Williams receiving an award on behalf of the Bampton Fire Brigade.
A962 Bampton Fire Brigade competing at Moreton-in-Marsh.

Os Williams Os Williams in the 1890s; he was a member of the Bampton Fire brigade and son of
Cambria Williams.

A964 Under canvas at Crystal Palace. All the brigade sides were under canvas for them to
attend the national competition

A965 Trophies won by Bampton Fire Brigade. Crystal Palace 1904.

BAD1BC Men and a boy working the fire pump at a rick fire in the 1920s

BA921A Percy Lane, fireman, attending a hay rick fire

Firebrig Fire Brigade Regulations giving the rules at 1894. It was printed by Beard and Mayes
who had a printing business and shop on the west side of the Market Square

A292 attending a fire in a hay rick

img130 Leaflet; Integral Auxiliary Equipment Ltd

img550 Jan 15t Newspaper article, Witney Gazette, January 1st 2014. Fire engines from Bampton and
Burford along with a rescue crew from Kidlington were called to free an eighteen year old woman
from a car on the road to Black Bourton. She skidded of the road on ice

img053 Cook & Boggis Ltd was a shop in Witney next to The Cross Keys . Bampton fire brigade
assisted at this fire in 1968. When the site was rebuilt, Waitrose supermarket was built there although
it later moved farther back where it is now (2014). Part of the Cook & Boggis Ltd shop was cleared to
make the walkway to the shops leading to the Woolgate Tower. The other two pictures show the area
in 1900 and a few years after the area was rebuilt following the fire. Cook and Boggis was a real old —
fashioned department store that sold everything from haberdashery, clothes to furniture. Mona
Wilkins (Coal Pit Farm) used to work in their fabric department

imgl01 Ray (Ramon) Green born May 21st 1930 died June 8th 2011. This picture was taken in
1973 when Ray, leading fireman since 1955, was presented with his 20 year service medal. The medal



was presented by Captain Charles Mayne Chairman of Oxfordshire County Council Public Protection
Committee. Ray became a retained fireman in Bampton November 1948. Ray left the fire service in
November 1950 to do his National Service with the Royal Engineers and re-joined on demob in 1953.

Img102 From the late 1800s Bampton's fire appliance was housed in the church and towards
the end of the C19th in the Town Hall. A new, purpose built building was built in Manor View Road
and this invitation was to Leading Fireman Ray Green and his daughter Esther to attend the official
opening on Tuesday 13th July 1971. While the invitation says 'New Road', this is not strictly correct
because from where the road leaves Broad Street until it reaches the turning for Bushey Row, it is
Manor View (leading to New Road). The picture is a newspaper cutting recording this event when the
Chief Fire Officer of Oxfordshire Mr Timothy White cut the ribbon to declare the station open.

Imgl109 A third mystery blaze hit Mount Owen farm and this time it killed over 3,000 chickens.
The farm was owned by Mr J Toft of Curbridge Post Office. His three sons were taking it in turns to
sleep 2 at a time in a caravan next to the farm buildings, because earlier fires had destroyed the
farmhouse roof, to try and prevent a third fire. Burford fire brigade also attended.

Img348-354  The fire at Witney Blanket Mill on March 22nd 1968. This is the building which later
became Poundstretcher by the Leys, next to St Mary's in Witney. It was attended by both Bampton
and Witney brigades.

Img373 & 374 2 letters of thanks, connected, one August 6th 1954. They relate to Bampton Fire
Brigade attending the site of a crashed B-47 which caught fire, belonging to USAF close to Bampton.
Newspaper article. One killed 4 injured as US Strato jet six-engine bomber crashes near Thrupp.

Img379 Calling out the fire brigade before electricity and radio. Someone would run to the fire
station and ring the bell. Local businesses supplied the horses to pull the pump. In 1929 with fewer
businesses using horses, the Parish Council bought a new motorised pump for about £250. With radio
and electricity, a siren was placed on the Town Hall and all firemen had an electric bell in their home.
In the 1980s the siren was replaced by personal alerters carried by the firemen at all times and put in
a charger at night.

Img380 to 383 1st of four pages. This is a transcription of an article in the Witney Gazette July 30th
1904 and records Bampton Fire Brigade winning the National Shield in competition at Crystal Palace.
At that time there were over 500 brigades in England and Wales with over 12,000 members.

Img639, 641 & 643 J L Hughes Owens selected several entries from the Vestry meetings from the
period 1859 to 1916 when a Parish Council took over the role of the Vestry. Selection of notes from
December 1861, April 1862, November 1866, April 1868, January 1869, January 1870, February 1871,
June 1871. They cover topics relating to the turnpike roads, the 'breaking of the bank in Faringdon'
resulting in the loss of £2.10s (£2 50p) belonging to the highway rate, cattle plague, the first mention
of the restoration of St Mary Virgin for £2,686, lighting of the village at night, consider necessity of
purchasing a fire engine. Notes from July 1871, October 1875, June 1876, April 26th 1878, June 14th
1878, April 15th 1879. They cover topics including: - to sell the Pieces now the gravel pit is exhausted,
steps to be taken to put the belfry in good repair and a Mr Stone offered to do the work needed for
£17. Repairs to the fire engine needed. Could the money from sale of the exhausted gravel pits be
used to repair gutter; on inspection of the books kept by Mr Teall the assistant overseer they showed
a deficiency that could not be met by his estate and ratepayers to be charge 1d in the pound (240d to
the f) to cover this deficiency. Notes from July 7th 1881, July 15th 1881, November 19th 1886,
December 3rd 1886, March 27th 1887, April 26th 1889, April 15th 1883, January 12th 1884, March
16th 1884. Topics covered include; Mr Bateman's accounts show deficiency and a 'voluntary' rate of



1%d (240d to £1) to cover the deficiency, concern about state of the church bells, sexton James Plaster
to weed churchyard paths and shovel coke to boiler for no extra money. Residents of High Street
admonished for putting rubbish in the gutters, street cleaning put out to tender, Captain Williams (fire
brigade) complains the cleaners spend too much time leaning on their shovels. The selection of notes
from the old Vestry minutes J. L. Hughes Owens copied out can be found on the Archive website at
http://atom.bamptonarchive.org/index.php/z969g-k2ra-3znp. All the minutes are held at St Lukes in
the archive repository and can be viewed there.

Img811 3 pictures. Bampton Fire Brigade, probably taken in 1901, the year of Queen Victoria's
death, as they are wearing black arm bands. A second picture of the men outside the fire station which
was in the Town Hall. Third page is of Hughes-Owens' notes

Img813 2 pictures. Bampton Fire brigade winning the National Championships at Crystal
Palace in 1904 and a page of Hughes-Owens' notes

Img816 Bampton Fire brigade winning the National Championships at Crystal Palace in 1904
and a page of Hughes-Owens' notes

Img819 3 pictures. The brigade at camp near Bournemouth and at a competition in Brighton.
Plus Hughes-Owens' notes to the two pictures

Img825 3 pictures. The fire brigade, post 1919 because Ted Green is captain and 2nd picture
is of a fire plaque. Plus Hughes-Owens' notes to the two pictures

Img388 3 photographs. Two showing Bampton Fire Brigade with s they won in up to 4
tournaments and a third showing Hughes-Owens' notes which are not quite correct. It should be
'Cambria’ Williams, not Cambray.

Img819 3 pictures. The brigade at camp near Bournemouth and at a competition in Brighton.
Plus Hughes-Owens' notes to the two pictures

Img826 3 pictures. The fire brigade in competition in Wantage and with the cups they won in
Gloucester. Plus Hughes-Owens' notes to the two pictures

Img825 3 pictures. The fire brigade, post 1919 because Ted Green is captain and 2nd picture
is of a fire plaque. Plus Hughes-Owens' notes to the two pictures

Imgl181 Two pictures on one page. At the top, the Bampton fire brigade with the shields and
trophies and below, the cups, shields and trophies.

Imgl12 Newspaper cutting - Bampton's firemen won the National Shield at Crystal Palace in
1904 and this is a newspaper cutting recording the whole event.

Img371b A photograph of the Bampton Fire Brigade with two shields and a cup won before
1919. All men are named: back row L-R Edward Green, Isaac Widdows, James Green, Tom King, Tom
Constable, George "Papa" Townsend; front row L-R Cambrian Williams & Dick Rose. James married
"Papa" Townsend's daughter Elsie. George Townsend, who kept the Eagle Inn shot the mad bear in
Sandfords Field which escaped from some travelling show people.

Img378 A poem written by a local person, sent in to the newspaper when Bampton won the
National Shield in 1904 at Crystal Palace.

Img388 Two postcards of Bampton Fire Brigade at the National Shield competition at Crystal
Palace in 1904. Bampton won the competition.


http://atom.bamptonarchive.org/index.php/z96q-k2ra-3znp

Img389a The Bampton fire brigade at Ramsgate in the 1920s where they won the Nation Shield.
All the men are named on the photograph.

A644a Silk postcard of Crystal Palace sent by Ted, presumably Ted Green, one of the firemen
attending the National championships at Crystal Palace to Miss P Essam in Cheapside, Bampton. Back
of the silk card in entry 2003.12747.
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