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NOTES ON BAMPTON VESTRY MEETINGS

1859 - 1916
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PARISH OF BAMPTON

Notes on Vestry Meetings

1859 - 1960 1

T.Spurrett and Wm Fox néminated as Surveyor.
In the election which followed,Spurrett voted for
himself,and so tied w ith Fox. Meetimg was adjourned
to decide whether Spurrett had the right to vote for
himself.

Adjourned meeting decided that Spurrett had the
right to vote for himself. Chairman(Dacres Adams)
gave casting vote to Spurrett who retained the
office of Surveyor which he had held previously for
several years.

Reference to owners of 2 or more horses being
responsible for carriage of materials for the repair
of highways.

Henry J.Smith an inmate of Littlemore. The
Faringdon magistrates had made an order against the
parish of Bampton for the maintenance of Smith.
Vestry decided not to appeal,but directed Overseers
to look into circumstances of Smith's widowed moth
to see if she could not be compelled to support him
either in whole or on part.

A notice had been served on the Surveyor to
remove 'a nuisance' in the High Street. Vestry
directed Surveyor to serve notices on 'all persons
from whose property filth or any offensive matter
flow into any gutters of the High roads in Bampton
for the purpose of their removal

Resolved that the exhausted gravel pit (3.ac.26p)
in Garsons Field allotted for the hamlet of Weald be
sold as soon as another parcel of land could be
purchased for the same purpose.

John Teall Sr,corndealer,appointed assistant over-
seer. Salary: Poor Rate. £15 p.a.
Highway Rate. £3 p,a.

Weald Highways. £1.10s, Total.£19.10s.
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1861. Dec.

1862. Apr.

1866, Nov.

1868. Apr.

1869. Jan.

1870, Jan.

1871. Feb.

1871. June.

The Surveyor of the Turnpike Roads approached the
Weald surveyor for a contribution towards the upkeep
of the trunpike - presumab,y between Market Square and
the Clanfield/Bampton boundary. It was resolved Messrs
Arkell(Ham Court) and Lyford accompany the local
Surveyor to meet the Clerk of the Turnpike Roads before
the Magistrates in order to protect the interests of
the rétepayers of Weald,

Wm Edwards,Bampton surveyor,reported to Vestry that =w
owing to 'the breaking of the bank at Faringdon' £2.10s
belonging to the Highway Rate had been lost.

J.Teall is paid an extra £2 for two levies of special
rates 1in respect of the 'Cattle Plague'.

First mention of proposed restoration of parish
church. Sum required £2,686. Agreed to apply to
Commissioner of Public Works for a loan of £1000.

Further to a meeting held 23.xii.67 when it was
agreed that the village should be lit at night,and nine
'inspectors' were appointed to effect this,Dr Atkinson
proposed and John Clack seconded that the sum of £80
be raised to meet the cost. Messrs Hall and Clinch put
forward an amendment that a sum of £5 dﬁly be raised.
This wemidxwasxatiemde was intended to nullify the
earlier decision,but the amendment was lost,and the
original motion carried by a large majority.

Lighting Act., Mr Hall propsoced and Jas Clack seconded
that the sum of £5 be raised for lighting the village.
The motion being carried it meant as Dacres Adams put
it 'The Act,of course,fell to the ground'! No lighting
in the village.

Resolved that a meeting of the inhabitants be called
'to consider the necessity of purchasing a fire engine.'
(No record of such a meeting being helf)

A complaint that Bampton's rates were the highest
of any parish's in the neighbourhood

Referemces to 'the great changes whidh will be made
at Michaelmas.'
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1871. July. Highway Board empowered to sell the Pieces when the
gravel pit was exhausted,and to purchase a suitable piece
of land to provide a substitute.

Alsc to sell land in Welcome Way where Weald gravel
pit was exhausted,.

1875. Oct. Vestry required to consider 'what steps can be taken
to put the Belfry in proper repair,and to get together
a band of volunteer ringers' Much regret having been felt at
the little use which was being made of the bells.

The names of thirteen persons who were willing to ring
were submitted to the meeting - it being understood that
they made the offer on condition of the Belfry being
put in a =ebten state

An estimate from Mr Stone was then read in which he
proposed to do the necessary wobk therein for the sum
of seventeen pounds.

1876, June. Propose® by A.Smith,seconded by Philip Southby that
the repairs to the Fire Engine with othere needful expenses be
be defrayed out of the Poor Rate according to the Act.
Defeated by 4 votes to 2.

1878.4.26 To consider if the Gravel Pit belonging to the
Parish (Bampton?) of which the materials had become use-
less should be sold,and if sold to what purpose the
money should be applied. It was agreed that the offer by
the Rev G.Hustler of £100 be accepted.

The Waywardens were requested to find out from the

Highway Board if it would be permissible to spend this
money on repairing gutters in the streets.

1878.6.14 Vestry met to apppoint a successor to John Teall
deceased. Salary of £26 p.a.

(a) T.H.Bateman. Pr. W.H.Gerring.
sec, Wm Beard.
(b) Wm Bayliss(Aston) Pr. T.J.Rose
sec. Ch.Hobbs
Bateman 5votes. Bayliss 4 votes.
J.Edwards & W.H.Gerring sureties for Bateman at £150
apiece.

1879.4,15 Attention was drawn to the fact that on the decease
of the late assistant overseer,which took place very
suddenly,a deficiency appearel in his accounts,which
his estate was insufficient to meet.

It was agreed to invite the ratepayers to unite in
paying a voluntary rate of one penny in the pound



which would cover the actual deficiency of £22,7s.6d together with
the sum of 12.1s.10% which the Bondsmen had been compelled to Pay.

1880.4.16, Election of Sexton in place of W «Williams,deceased.

Thos. Plaster 24 votes.
WmeSmith 15 votes.

Poll demanded by supporters of Smith.
Later Smith withdrew,and Plaster appointed,

1880.6.25. A Vestry Neeting was held at the Vestry Room pursuant
to notice duly given for the purpose of fixing a place
to keep the Fire Brigade Engine .

Mr Wm.Angell Smith requested leave to resign into the ha
hends of the Vestry the care of the keys of the Engine ¥mu
House with which he was entrusted by a Vestry many years
ago.

. It was proposed by Mr T.J.Rose and seconded by Mr
Castle that the engine recently provided by the energy
and public spirit of Mr F.Green,be placed for the
present in the Engine House,subject to the permission
of the Trustees of that building(Town Hall),given in
writing.

It was proposed by Nr Hobbs and seconded by Mr J.Clack
that the keeping of the key be entrusted to Mr Castle.

1881.5.6 A letter was read from T.H.Bateman resigning post of
Ass't Overseer before a meeting of some fifty odd
parishioners, 'It was found by the Waywardens on the
examination of their books that it would take a
considerable time to get them in order forsubmitting
to the meeting,and it was decided that the waywardens
should endeavour to get them balanced,and produce them
at the next meeting.'

1881.5.13 Decided that in future the two sureties for the ass't
overseer must provide security to the amount of £450
plus £50 in respect of collecting the Church Loan.

OAGENGE RUT-DORE.. shues Bobler, 08 veriad

Wml.Bayliss F i
RrfdrfistRkt 8
Poll demanded
1881.5.20 Polls Butler 181 Elected.

Bayliss 104
Gillett & Farbrother withdrew.
Butler's Sureties; F.W.Butler(son) draper of Abingdon.
£500 Wm.Smith(son in law)baker of Aston



1881.7.7 Discussion on what action to take against Bateman on
account of the deficiencies in his accounts.
Highway Rate(B) g 8. T
o .. (W) &2, 0. 4d.
Church Loan Rate £.8, 12, 11d:

Overcharge for
collecting Church
Loan Rate for 2% yrs. £ 8. 15. 0d.

Potal £66, T16. 104,
The attendance being small,and the meeting a&journed
sine die.

1881.7.15 Decided to levy a voluntary rate of 14d to cover
deficiencies.

Nothing of interest over the next few years of vestiry meetings.

1886.11.19. Once again concern is felt about the state of the
church bells and a tender from Mr Bond of Burford
for £26.12s is considered. Meeting agree’ to call for
more estimates..

1886.12.3 Three tenders for the bells studied.

(a) Messrs Mears & Stainbank for a complete restoration
of the bells including an entire new frame and re-casting
of the 5th bell which was cracked......£236. 15s. 0d.

(b) Mr White of Appleton. Two estimates.
1+ Bl15.. 108,
2. - £22. 12s.

(¢) Mr Bond of Burford. Second estimate £14. 10s.
Agreed to accept lir White's first tender of £15, 10s.

1887 .3.27 The Sexton James Plaster instructed to regard
weeding the churchyard paths,and shovelling coke into
the cellar as part of his duties and meriting no extra
payment .

1889.4.26 Government Inspector order closing of the churchyard
for funerals.
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1891.11.,20 Lighting Act 3 & 4 Wm iv C 90.
Two of Bampton's most prominent tradesmen pr.& sec.
that the provisions of the Act be carried out,but
that only residential houses and not land property
be rated. T.J.Rose & A.J.Bryant pr.& sec that
nothing should be done until legal opinion had been
obtained as to whether land could be exempted, A
further amendment was carried that nothing should
be done until the feelings of the parisiormers were
ascertained.

1893%.4.7 John Stone to be employed to take charge of the
clock and chimes:to wind them every day and to keep t
them in working order for a salary of £2 p.a. The
money to be deducted from the Sexton's salary

1894.5.4  Thomas Plaster having died,the Vicar the Rev,E.G
Hunt formally announced his appointment of Wm TH.
Mills as Parish Clerk

1894.5.25 Th.Plaster appears to have combined the offices of
Parish Clerk and Sexton.
Election of Sexton. John Tanner 13 votes.
Ch.Ponder 3
Jas Plaster 5
Poll demanded.

1894.6.1 Election of Sexton. J.Tanner 163
Ch.Ponder 45
Jas Plaster 6.

WITH TH= ESTABLISHING OF PARISH COUNCILS THE VESTRIES
LOST MUCH OF THEIR POWERB. 1893 WAS THE LAST YEAR IN
WHICH THE BAMPTON VESTRY ELECTED SURVEYORS AND
OVERSEERS. HENCEFORTH IT ONLY ELECTED CHURCHWARDENS,
AND ITS BUSINESS CONSISTED WHCLLY OF CHURCH MATTERS.

1894.6.15 Decision to convert Horde Aisle as vestry

1895.4.19 The Vestry generously decided that J.Stone was not
expected to include the REPAIR of the clock and chimes
among his duties.

1896.4.10 The recently appointed vicar W.K.Hampshire disapproved
of rented pews. Pointed out to Vestry that strictly the
custom was against the law. Proposed that half the
sittings should be free. Vestry agreed to this,and
decided that the South half of the church should be
reserved.



1897.4.23
1897.6.18

1897.4.15

The Church to acquire a wheeled bier.

"A handsome jewelled brass Altar Cross with an
inseription recording Qn Victoria's sixtieth
anniversary of her succession to the throne was
placed on the Altar shelf on Sunday,18th June.

Charity Commissioners presented a scheme for
closing down the Grammar School,and devoting the
proceeds from the sale of the building to
exhibitions. Vestry accepted the scheme,but added
the rider that the exhibitions should be reserved
for boys only. (See Parish Council's reaction)

1900. Easter. Anonymous gift of a Litany Desk

Feb.1st,1901. An interesting fact.

AFRBIAZT
1903.4.17

1904.4.8

On Feb.1st,1901 the day on which the Body of
Her Majesty Victoria Queen and Empress was brought from
the Isle of Wight to Portsmouth the guns on the ships
at Spithead which were fired during the passage of the
Body across, were not only distinctly heard but the
vibration caused was felt in Bampton and other places
in the neighbourhood. The strange thing being that the
salute was unheard at places a comparatively short
distance from Spithead.

On February 2nd at 3 p.m. the time of the Funeral
at Windsor,a Special Service was held in the Parish Church
which was attended by a large number of the Parishioners,
the Church being quite full.

W.K.Hampshire
Vicar
Trouble in the belfry once more. A report
presented by Messrs Webber and Bennett stated that
the frame dating from 1608 was past repairjthat the
bells required a quarter turning,and that the 5th bell
must be recast as it was cracked. The cost of all this
to be £245. It was agreed that an effort be made to
carry out the work.

The Vicar reported that the restoration of the
bells had been carried out at the cost of £279.9s6d
there remaining only the chimes to be done at an
estimated cost of £21..




1904/5. The stonework and mullions of the upper windows
on the S and 7 faces of the Spire were repaired,
and some re-pointing done to the masonry at the
base of the spire. A new face to the clock on the
E side was provided.

1905. Death of Parson Hampshire.

1906.i.12 A meeting called to consider the offers giwsn
made to increase the bells to a peal of eight.
(a) A bell to be provided by Mrs Hampshire and
the Misses Hampshire in memory of the late Vicar.
(b) A bell to be provided by Mr P.Southby and Mr
F.Staples-Browne in memory of relations.
ﬁestry accepted the offers,and the contract was
awarded to Messrs Webb & Bemnett of Kidlington.

1908.4.24 An acceptance of the offer made by members of
the family to furnish a chapel in the N Transept
in memory of Mr Philip Southby.

1908,10,6. The Vicar asked permission to bring the stone
figure which had lain in the churchyard for many years
into the Church

1908.11.3 Hfepairs to Spire necessary.

For the next few years the Vestry is pre-occupied
with financial ymaxs matters

1918.4.17 Plans to recognise Mr F.Taunt's 50 years as Parish
Organist.
bo’s e

1914.10.8 0fficial vote of thanks to Mr Taunt,and reference
to a presentation having already been made in the
Parish,

1915.4.8. Vote of sympathy to lMrs and Miss Taunt in respect
of the death of Mr Taunt.
Miss Taunt appointed to succeed her father as Organist.
at £35 p.a.

1916, Vicar recommended the formation of a Parochial Church
Council



Lloyd Hughes Owens:
Notes on Bampton Vestry Meetings 1859 - 1916

P2
Spurrett’s father Richard came over from Woodstock in first quarter of the 19t c.
By all accounts he was a ‘professional’ surveyor of roads.

Thomas was landlord of The Elephant & Castle, coal merchant & grocer.
At some time he owned a farm of 40 acres, employing 4 men & 2 boys.

No sign of remains of gravel pit now.
P3  PARISH OF BAMPTON Notes on Vestry Meetings 1859 - 1960

1859.3.25 T Spurrett and Wm Fox nominated as Surveyor.
In the election which followed, Spurrett voted for himself, and so tied
with Fox.
Meeting was adjourned to decide whether Spurrett had the right to vote
for himself.

1859.3.30  Adjourned meeting decided that Spurrett had the right to vote for
himself. Chairman (Dacres Adams) gave casting vote to Spurrett who
retained the office of Surveyor which he had held previously for several
years.

1859.4.8 Reference to owners of 2 or more horses being responsible for
carriage of materials for the repair of highways.

1859.11.25 Henry ] Smith an inmate of Littlemore. The Faringdon magistrates
had made an order against the parish of Bampton for the maintenance of
Smith. Vestry decided not to appeal, but directed Overseers to look into
circumstances of Smith’s widowed mother, to see if she could not be
compelled to support him either in whole or on (sic) part.

A notice had been served on the Surveyor to remove ‘a nuisance’ in the
High Street. Vestry directed Surveyor to serve notices on ’all persons
from whose property filth or any offensive matter flow into any gutters of
the High roads in Bampton for the purpose of their removal

1860 May  Resolved that the exhausted gravel pit (3.ac.26p) in Garsons Field
allotted for the hamlet of Weald be sold as soon as another parcel of land
could be purchased for the same purpose.

1861 April  John Teall Sr., corn dealer, appointed assistant overseer.
Salary: Poor Rate. £15 p.a.
Highway Rate £3 p.a.
Weald Highways. £1.10s. Total. £19.10s.



p.3
1873 Bampton station

There had been an attempt to light the place by gas sometime previous to
1871, but the venture had failed. See Parson Hunt's memoirs.

p.4

1861. Dec The Surveyor of the Turnpike Roads approached the Weald surveyor
for a contribution towards the upkeep of the turnpike - presumably
between Market Square and the Clanfield/Bampton boundary. It was
resolved Messrs Arkell (Ham Court) and Lyford accompany the local
Surveyor to meet the Clerk of the Turnpike Roads before the Magitrates in
order to protect the interests of the ratepayers of Weald.

1862. Apr. Wm Edwards, Bampton surveyor, reported to Vestry that owing to
‘the breaking of the bank at Faringdon’ £2.10s belonging to the Highway
Rate had been lost.

1866 Nov. ] Teall is paid an extra £2 for two levies of special rates in respect
of the ‘Cattle Plague’.

1868 Apr. First mention of proposed restoration of parish church. Sum
required £2,686. Agreed to apply to Commissioner of Public Works for a
loan of £1,000.

1869 Jan. Further to a meeting held 23.xii.97 when it was agreed that the
village should be lit at night, and nine ‘inspectors’ were appointed to
effect this, Dr Atkinson proposed and John Clack seconded that the sum of
£80 be raised to meet the cost. Messrs Hall and Clinch put forward an
amendment that a sum of £5 only be raised. This was intended to nullify
the earlier decision, but the amendment was lost, and the original motion
carried by a large majority.

1870. Jan. Lighting Act. Mr Hall proposed and Jas Clack seconded that the
sum of £5 be raised for lighting the village. The motion being carried it
meant as Dacres Adams put it “The Act, of course, fell to the ground’.! No
lighting in the village.

1871 Feb. Resolved that a meeting of the inhabitants be called ‘to consider
the necessity of purchasing a fire engine.” (No record of such a meeting
being held)

1871 June. A complaint that Bampton’s rates were the highest of any parish’s
in the neighbourhood.

References to ‘the great changes which will be made at Michaelmas.’



p.5
Village school. July 29th 1873.

p.6

1871.July = Highway Board empowered to sell the Pieces when the gravel pit
was exhausted, and to purchase a suitable piece of land to provide a
substitute.
Also to sell land in Welcome Way where Weald gravel pit was exhausted.

1875. Oct Vestry required to consider ‘what steps can be taken to put the
Belfry in proper repair, and to get together a band of volunteer ringers’
Much regret having been felt at the little use which was being made of the
bells.
The names of thirteen persons who were willing to ring were submitted
to the meeting - it being understood that they made the offer on condition
of the Belfry being put in a state
An estimate from Mr Stone was then read in which he proposed to do the
necessary work therein for the sum of seventeen pounds;

1876, June  Proposed by A Smith, seconded by Philip Southby that the repair
to the Fire Engine with other needful expenses be defrayed out of the
Poor Rate according to the Act.
Defeated by 4 votes to 2.

1878.4.26  To consider if the Gravel Pit belonging to the Parish (Bampton?) of
which the materials had become useless should be sold, and if sold to
what purpose the money should be applied. It was agreed that the offer
by the Rev G. Hustler of £100 be accepted.

The Waywardens were requested to find out from the Highway Board if it
would be permissible to spend this money on repairing gutters in the
streets.

1878.6.14  Vestry met to appoint a successor to John Teall deceased. Salary of
£26 p.a.
(a) T H Bateman Pr. W.H. Gerring
sec. Wm Beard
(b) Wm Bayliss (Aston) Pr.T.J. Rose
sec. Ch. Hobbs
Bateman 5 votes Bayliss 4 votes
] Edwards & W.H. Gerring sureties for Bateman at £150 apiece.

1879.4.15  Attention was drawn to the fact that on the decease of the late

assistant overseer, which took place very suddenly, a deficiency appeared
in his accounts, which his estate was insufficient to meet.
It was agreed to invite the ratepayers to unite in paying a voluntary rate
of one penny in the pound which would cover the actual deficiency of
£22.7s.6d together with the sum of 12.15.101/2 which the Bondsman had
been compelled to pay.



p.7

1880.4.1 Election of Sexton in place of Wm. Williams, deceased.
Thos. Plaster 24 votes
Wm Smith 15 votes.
Poll demanded by supporters of Smith.
Later Smith withdrew, and Plaster appointed.

1880.6.25 A vestry Meeting was held at the Vestry Room pursuant to notice
duly given for the purpose of fixing a place to keep the Fire Brigade
Engine
Mr Wm Angell Smith requested leave to resign into the hands of the
Vestry the care of the keys of the Engine House with which he was
entrusted by a Vestry many years ago.

It was proposed by Mr T.J. Rose and seconded by Mr Castle that the
engine recently provided by the energy and public spirit of Mr F Green be
placed for the present in the Engine House, subject to the permission of
the Trustees of that building (Town Hall), given in writing.

It was proposed by Mr Hobbs and seconded by Mr ] Clack that the keeping
of the key be entrusted to Mr Castle.

1881.5.6 A letter was read from T.H. Bateman resigning post of Ass’t

Overseer before a meeting of some fifty-odd parishioners. ‘It was found by

the  Waywardens on the examination of their books that it would take a
considerable time to get them in order for submitting to the meeting, and
it was decided that the waywardens should endeavor to get them
balanced, and produce them at the next meeting.’

1881.5.13 Decided that in future the two sureties for the Ass’t overseer must
provide security to the amount of £450 plus £50 in respect of collecting

the Church Loan.
Nominated for post;

James Butler 28 votes
Wm Bayliss 6
Fred Gillett 9

Poll demanded.

1881.5.20 Poll. Butler 181 Elected

Bayliss 104

Gillett & Farbrother withdrew.

Butler’s sureties: F.W. Butler (son) draper of Abingdon, £500
Wm Smith (son in law) baker of Aston



p.8

1881.7.7. Discussion on what action to take against Bateman on account of the
deficiencies in his accounts.

Highway Rate (B) £28. 8. 7d
“ “ W) £21.0.4d
Church Loan Rate £8.12.11d.

Overcharge for
Collecting Church Loan
Rate for 2 %; years £8.15..0d

Total £66.16.10d
The attendance being small, and the meeting adjourned sine die.

1881.7.15  Decided to levy a voluntary rate of 11/2d to cover deficiencies.
Nothing of interest over the next few years of vestry meetings.

1886.11.19 Once again concert is felt about the state of the church bells and a
tender from Mr Bond of Burford for £26.12s. is considered. Meeting agree
to call for more estimates.

1886.12.3  Three tenders for the bells studied.
(a) Messrs Mears & Stainbank for a complete restoration of the bells
including an entire new frame and re-casting of the 5% bell which was
cracked £236.15s.0d.
(b) Mr White of Appleton. Two estimates.
1.£15.10s
2,£22.12s.
(c) Mr Bond of Burford. Second estimate £14.10s
Agreed to accept Mr White’s first tender of £15.10s.

1887.3.27  The Sexton James Plaster instructed to regard weeding the c
churchyard paths, and shoveling coke into the cellar as part of his duties
and meriting no extra payment.

1889.4.26  Government Inspector order closing of the churchyard for
funerals.

Addita: (in handwriting)

1883.4.15  Vestry admonishes residents of High Street for depositing
household rubbish in the gutters.

1884.1.12 Street cleaning put out to tender (see minutes for 1859.11.25)

1884.3.16  ‘Cap’ Williams complains that the road cleaners spend too much
time ‘leaning on their shovels’.



p9

1891.11.20 Lighting Act 3 &4 Wm iv C 90.
Two of Bampton’s most prominent tradesmen pr. & sec. that the
provisions of the Act be carried out, but that only residential houses and
not land property be rated. T.J. Rose & A.J. Bryant pr. & sec that nothing
should be done until legal opinion had been obtained as to whether land
could be exempted. A further amendment was carried that nothing
should be done until the feelings of the parishioners were ascertained.

1893.4.7 John Stone to be employed to take charge of the clock and chimes:
to wind them every day and to keep them in working order for a salary of

£2 p.a. The money to be deducted from the Sexton’s salary

1894.5.4 Thomas Plaster having died, the Vicar the Rev. E.G. Hunt formally
announced his appointment of Wm Th. Mills as Parish Clerk.

1894.5.25  Th Plaster appears to have combined the offices of Parish Clerk

and Sexton.
Election of Sexton.  John Tanner 13 votes
Ch. Ponder 3
Jas Plaster 3
Poll demanded

1894.6.1 Election of Sexton ] Tanner 163
Ch. Ponder 45
Jas Plaster 6

WITH THE ESTABLISHING OF PARISH COUNCILS THE VESTRIES LOST MUCH
OF THEIR POWERS. 1893 WAS THE LAST YEAR IN WHICH THE BAMPTON
VESTRY ELECTED SURVEYORS AND OVERSEERS. HENCEFORTH IT ONLY
ELECTED CHURCHWARDENS, AND ITS BUSINESS CONSISTED WHOLLY OF
CHURCH MATTERS.

1894.6.15  Decision to convert Horde Aisle as vestry

1895.4.19  The Vestry generously decided that | Stone was not expected to
the REPAIR of the clock and chimes among his duties.

1896.4.10  The recently appointed vicar W K Hampshire disapproved of
rented pews. Pointed out to Vestry that strictly the custom was against
the law. Proposed that half the sittings should be free. Vestry agreed to
this, and decided that the South half of the church should be reserved.



p.10
1897.4.23 The Church to acquire a wheeled bier.

1897.6.18  “A handsome jeweled brass Altar Cross with an inscription
recording Qn Victoria’s sixtieth anniversary of her succession to the
throne was placed on the Altar shelf on Sunday, 18t June.

1897.4.15  Charity Commissioner presented a scheme for closing down the
Grammar School, and devoting the proceeds from the ale of the building
to exhibitions. Vestry accepted the scheme, but added the rider that the
exhibitions should be reserved for boys only. (See Parish Council’s

reaction)

1900. Easter Anonymous gift of a Litany Desk

Feb. 1st, 1901 An interesting fact.

On Feb 1st, 1901, the day on which the Body of Her Majesty Victoria
Queen and Empress was brought from the Isle of Wight to Portsmouth the
guns on the ships at Spithead which were fired during the passage of the
Body across, were not only distinctly heard but the vibration caused was
felt in Bampton and other places in the neighbourhood. The strange thing
being that the salute was unheard at [laces a comparatively short distance
from Spithead.

Oh February 2nd at 3 p.m. the time of the Funeral at Windsor, a Special
Service was held in the Parish Church which was attended buy a large
number of the Parishioners, the Church being quite full.
W.K. Hampshire
Vicar

1903.4.17  Trouble in the belfry once more. A report presented by Messrs
Webber and Bennett stated that the frame dating from 1608 was past
repair; that the bells required a quarter turning, and that the 5t bell mut
be recast as it was cracked. The cost of all this to be £245. It was agreed
that an effort be made to carry out the work.

1904.4.8 The Vicar reported that the restoration of the bells had been
carried out at the cost of £279.9d.6d. there remaining only the chimes to
be done at an estimated cost of £21.
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1904/5

The stonework and mullions of the upper window on the S and W
faces of the Spire were repaired, and some re-pointing done to the
masonry at the base of the spire. A new face to the clock on the E
side was provided.

1905 Death of Parson Hampshire

1906.1.12

(b)

1908.4.24

1908.10.6

1908.11.3

A meeting called to consider the offers made to increase the bells
to a peal of eight.

(a)  Abellto be provided by Mrs Hampshire and the Misses
Hampshire in memory of the late Vicar.

A bell to be provided by Mr P Southby and Mr F Staples-Browne in
memory of relations

Vestry accepted the offers, and the contract was awarded to
Messrs. Webb & Bennett of Kidlington.

An acceptance of the offer made by member of the family to
furnish a chapel in the N Transept in memory of Mr Philip Southby.

The Vicar asked permission to bring the stone figure which had
lain in the churchyard for many years into the Church

Repairs to Spire necessary.

For the next few years the Vestry is pre-occupied with financial matters.

1911.4.17

1914.10.8

1915.4.8

1916

Plans to recognize Mr F Taunt’s 50 years as Parish Organist.

Official thanks to Mr Taunt, and reference to a presentation having
already been made in the Parish.

Vote of sympathy to Mrs and Miss Taunt in respect of the death of
Mr Taunt.

Miss Taunt appointed to succeed her father as Organist at £35 p.a.

Vicar recommended the formation of a Parochial Church Council
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