Wednesday, December 30, 2015 GAZETTE 22

ntertainment

. x i\ F ag )
, Allen Lgech and Mnd\el‘l‘} oy 2‘ il James returned \o

— . Piigie




witneygazette.co.uk/news

Wednesday, September 23, 2015 GAZETTE 3

witneygazette.co.uk/news

Downton stars go extra mile

Cast of hit ITV series donate to appeal to restore Old Grammar School used on the show

Luke Sproule

Isproule@ngo.com

STARS of Downton Abbey have
reached into their pockets to sup-
port a new appeal to save the Old
Grammar School in Bampton.

For the past year campaigners
have been trying to raise about
£250,000 needed to restore the upper
floor of the building, which is used
as Downton Cottage Hospital in the
show.

Now stars of the programme, in-
cluding Hugh Bonneville, Laura
Carmichael and Samantha Bond,
have got behind the Downton Mile
appeal.

It aims to collect the same number
of £1 coins as would be needed to
cover the one-mile tour of Downton
attractions in Bampton - the equiv-
alent of £70,000.

The sixth and final series of the
show kicked off last Sunday.

Downton Mile spokesman and
Bampton resident Robin Shuck-
burgh said: “The Old Grammar
School was built in the 1650s and
given to the village by Robert Vesey,
a wool tycoon.

“At the moment it is only used as
the Bampton village library and the

headquarters of the Bampton com-
munity archive.

“Our plan is to restore the top
floor and put the staircase back in
and have an exhibition about the
filming of Downton in Bampton. It
will be a local history centre and it
will have all the mod cons.

“It is amazing that the stars have
helped us. They have been extreme-
1y good guests in Bampton over the
past six years.

“We have had some financial sup-

Above, Robin Shuckburgh at Bampton’s Old Grammar School; left,

fundraiser Jenny Chaundy with star Hugh Bonneville

port from the stars and they have
been very good tweeting about our
efforts.”

The building’s second floor has
been left to rot since being declared
unsafe more than 30 years ago and

the roof, which will be replaced be-
fore other work starts, has not been
repaired in more than 100 years.
The Old Grammar School makes
up part of a one-mile loop around
the village which also includes fa-

mous Downton sites such as Mrs
Crawley’s House and The Gran-
tham Arms.

Mr Shuckburgh said the trail,
which is used by tourists visiting
the sites of the series, had inspired
the Downton Mile appeal.

The 67-year-old added: “We wanted
Downton Abbey fans to be able to
make a contribution to our scheme.

“If we have not raised the money
by January we will launch it again
in America for fans over there.”

Since the series was first screened
in 2010 Bampton has become a
major tourist destination and Mr
Shuckburgh said 35,000 visitors
were expected to pass through by
the end of this year.

Last year the figure was about
half that total but even more are ex-
pected next year.

If the Downton Mile raises as
much money as organisers expect
they hope benefactors such as the
Big Lottery Fund will get involved.

Mr Shuckburgh said: “Bampton
has never, ever been a tourist desti-
nation of any kind and suddenly it
became one overnight.

“There is a real blurring of reality
and fiction, which is amazing.”

To find out more about the Down-
ton Mile visit downtonmile.co.uk



witneygazette.co.uk/news

Wednesday, November 18, 2015 GAZETTE 13

witneygazette.co.uk/news

Star locati

get a £20k

AN AGED building in Bampton that
has been the star of popular TV
series Downton Abbey has received
a £20,000 grant to go towards vital
roof repairs.

The hefty sum has been donated
by West Oxfordshire District
Council to help restore the
17th-century Grade II listed Old
Grammar School in the village.

The building is well-used by the
community as it houses the village
library and archive. It also has a
small shop selling tourism
memorabilia.

In recent years, it has doubled up
as a film location for the hospital
scenes in Downton Abbey. Thanks
to this it has become a popular
tourist attraction, helping to bring
more visitors to West Oxfordshire.

The £20,000 grant award by the
council’s cabinet will go towards
the £110,000 cost of repairing the
roof.

It will be the first stage of a larger
project that will involve
re-installing the upper floor and

Megan Archer
marcher@nqo.com

on to
grant

staircase, as both have been
unusable for decades.

Chairman of Bampton
Community Archive Robin
Shuckburgh said: “As well as being
one of the best examples of a 17th
century boys' school in the county,
this unique and now famous
building has always played an
important role in village life.

“The project to restore the upper
floor for public use is the very best
kind of charitable endeavour in
that any donations go towards the
extremely worthy initial aim of
restoring a lovely old building, but
at the same time enabling a
substantial tourism income,
entirely for the benefit of the
village charities and other
organisations, for many years to
come.”

The grant follows the Downton

Mile appeal launched earlier this
year and backed by stars of
Downton Abbey including Hugh
Bonneville, Laura Carmichael and
Samantha Bond.

It aims to collect the same number
of £1 coins as would be needed to
cover the one-mile tour of Downton
attractions in Bampton - the
equivalent of £70,000.

At a meeting on November 11, the
council’s cabinet also awarded
more than £4,000 towards a project
to install an accessible toilet and
access ramp to the church room in
St Martin’s Church, Bladon.

Members also agreed to give
nearly £17,000 towards the £75,000
cost of replacing playground
equipment at Bampton Recreation
Ground and £1,625 towards the costs
of installing an artificial cricket
wicket at Chipping Norton and
District Cricket Club.

They also gave more than £12,100
to Chipping Norton Lido, as part of
its refurbishment and
modernisation project.

Robin Shuckburgh outside the Old Grammar School in Bampton
Picture: Jon Lewis
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Downton stars’ prized
sausages win awards

A BUTCHERS famed for its sau-
sages endorsed by stars of the hit
ITV period drama Downton Abbey
has landed leading honours at an
awards ceremony.

Bampton’s Patrick Strainge Butch-
ers won five golds for its products at
the Q Guild Smithfield Awards 2015.

Its Scotch faggots and home cured
back bacon received perfect 100 out
of 100 scores from the judging pan-
el, while its blood, sweat and tears
sausage, Scotch eggs and home
cured smoked back bacon were also

“given the gold accolade.

The blood, sweat and tears sau-
sage, with its name represented
by the ingredients of black pud-
ding (blood), salt (sweat) and onion
(tears), was inspired by the Rugby
World Cup.

Manager of the family-run butch-
ers, Oliver Weaver, said some of the
products were entered into the com-
petition after customers reacted
well to it.

The 21-year-old added: “My staff
play a vital part in what we do, so
these awards are for the whole team.

Megan Archer

marcher@ngo.com

“A lot of hard work goes into the
preparation of the products and it’s
great that we managed to win five
gold and a silver.

“The customers suggested the
Scotch faggots, which is a tradition-
al faggot in the form of a scotch egg,
but the egg is replaced with a faggot.

“You don’t really know what is
going to happen and the category
is quite difficult, so to win is pleas-
ing.”

The Bampton resident, whose fam-
ily took over the butchers two years
ago, said the village was still popu-
lar with Downton Abbey fans.

The butchers proved a hit with
some stars of the popular drama,
which films outdoor scenes in the
West Oxfordshire village.

Actor Rob James-Collier, who
plays villain Thomas Barrow, was
reported to be a fan of the butchers’
sausages.

Oliver Weaver, 21, a butcher and manager of Patrick Strainge
Butchers in Bampton, which has won a host of gold awards




Downton Abbey wins award

OXON: Downton Abbey was named
best drama at Wednesday night’s
National Television Awards.

The period drama, which aired its
last episode on Christmas Day, ran
for six series. It is the fourth time
the ITV show has claimed the title.

Downton village scenes were
filmed in Bampton, while the show’s
Yew Tree Farm was filmed in
Witney’s Cogges Manor Farm.
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