


























(Abore) Mr. Paul Bovington,

chairman of the Society for
the Preservation of Ancieni
Junketing, and Crackers, oue
of the socicty’s collectors for
old-age pensioners. (Below)
The wupstairs room at The
Euagle public house which the
~licensee, Mrs, Lucy Martin,
keeps free for use as Bamp-
ton's Roman Catholic Church.
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Hat-trick for

Bampton men

North Berks Premier Division
Bampton 7, Wootton and Sand-
ford 2

Wootton took the lead when
a speculative cross from K.
Empson sailed right over the
head of D. Kyte in the Bampton
goal to land in the net.

Almost immediately, Bamp-
ton struck back and levelled
with a well-taken goal from
Dave Hudson.

After 15 minutes Bampton
went ahead with an acute-
angled shot from winger R.
Snook and then a muddle in the
Bampton defence let J. Hutt in
1o score an easy goal for
Wootton.

On the half hour, R. Broome
scored at the third attempt to
put Bampton ahead and despite
good efforts by Amer, Snook
and T. Siford, the Wootton goal
remained intact for the remain-
der of the period.

The second half was all
Bampton’s; Grzham Amer
made it 4—2 and the fifth goal

T fellowmg_n throw from

~ goalie Kyte;

il

K. Bishop picked up the ball
inside the Bampton half,

moved forward before send ing
Snook clear to score his second
goal,

A combined move between
Hudson, Snook and T. Siford
ended with Siford finding the
net and Snook was also in-
volved in the move which set up
Graham Amer for Bampton's
seventh and final goal.

North Berks League Div. I

Beedon 1, Bampton Res. 2

This game gave the Reserves
their Idth league victory this
season, but it was no walk-over
against a hard tackling Beedon
side who made the league
leaders fight all the way.

In fact it was Beedon who
took the lead early in the game
with a goal from K. Compton
and this was not cancelled out
until nearly half-time when
Derek Bishop scored for
Bampton,

e

AANES————

Play had only been resumed
for two minutes when Mick
Blake scored Bampton's sec-
ond goal — the final goal of the
game but enough to clinch the
victory and the league double.

North Berks League Div. 11

Stanford 1, Bampton A 3

This game also gave another +
league double for Bampton
with goals from G. Cotton (2) !
and M. Smith to give the ““A"" |
side a surprisingly comfortable
success. Stanford’s goal was %
scored just before the interval >
by R. Wyatt.




School coaches crash in snowstorm

T'WO DIE, 16 HURT

TWO BOYS from Wood Green school,
Witney, died, and 14 other pupils were
hurt, when their school bus crashed in a
snowstorm on Tuesday night.
Their bus collided with another school bus —

with no passengers — on a bend on the Bampton to 4
Brize Norton road, near Bampton.

The boys, both aged 14, were Gary Gerhardt,
of 20 New Road, Bampton, and Gary John
Hawkins, of 5 Furlong Road, Clanfield.

Most of the offside of the school special,
/ carrying 46 pupils, was ripped off,







Planting
their trees
for ’73

There was a very good
turn-out of volunteers on
Sunday morning for the
planting of 80 trees which
'had been allocated to Bamp-
‘ton through the County
Council for “Tree Planting”
yvear.

Headed by the chairman
of the Parish Council, and
five members, were members
of the Youth Club and a
large number of parish-
ioners.

On a site in front of a lay-
bfr near Cowleaze Corner the
planting brigade found that
the positioning of the trees
had been marked out by a
representative of the C.C.
Forestry department and all
that was required was the
digging of the holes to planti
the striplings.

There were several voung
children taking part in the
exercise and one hopes that
the day will come when they
will be able to point with
pride to some fine specimens
of sycamore and maple, and
remember the day they
helped with the planting.

PICTURED below
starting the planting
session is Mr. L.
Hughes - Owen, chair-
man of the Parish
Council, and assisting,
left, Mr. Doug Reed, ;
one of the project or-
ganisers. |













The Beeching axe falls on
Witney’s rail link

BETWEEN 1862
and 1923 various at-
tempts were made
by different com-
panies to introduce
new rail links, but
none of them
materialised, and
with them died the
hope of Witney ever
becoming a main
line station.

Traffic on the Witney
branch line during its
heyday was considera-
ble. Milk, farm produce,
coal, and blankets made

matt but' one well-
known source of pas-
senger traffic was the
annual “*Witney Trip.”’

Annual visits were arranged
from Witney to Weymouth,
Liverpool, Torquay, Weston-
super-Mare, Blackpool,
Southampton and Hastings.

As travelling in those days,
particularly on the earlier
trips, was a great adventure
for Witney folk *“it was
usual™ said the Witney Gazet-
te of July 3, 1925, “‘for the
honorary secretary to wire
Witney the safe arrival of the
passengers. On the return
journey Witney station was
crowded with people come to
greet their friends and rejoice
with them on their safe re-
turn.”’

Many local people felt the
WR's operation of the
branch line left much to be
desired and the Witney Gazet-
te's comment in 1920 was:
“The GWR bought up the
company but what did they do
to develop the station and
encourage this source of in-
come? The goods station may
have been enlarged but the
passenger station remains very
much what it was more than
20 years ago.™

In 1886 Witney had a station
staff of twelve under Mr W. I.
Bagnall, to supervise 10 pas-
senger trains a day. The staff

rose to 24 in 1905. The signal

porter received some 15s. a
week (raised to £1 in 1904),

In 1906 the annual leave for
the staff was three days after
one year’s service. The
stationmaster in those times
received £145 and a week’s
holiday a year. Almost all the
staff put in a 10 or 11 hour
day, six days a week.

In July 1906 the Witney
branch was chosen for the
first tests of the new system
of automatic train control to
be introduced eventually all
over the GWR.

The first rumours of the
possible closure of the Witney
branch line came in April
1960. The Witney Rural Dis-
trict Council decided to inves-
tigate the rumour and the
following month British Rail-
ways said there were no plans
‘‘at present’’ to close the
Witney-Fairford section on
}_he Oxford-Fairford branch
ine.

However by January the
following year the axe had
fallen and BR Western Region
announced that they proposed

to withdraw the passenger
S ‘T%&-W’Qn-im‘ﬁr&ﬁcb line
~ from Oxford to Fairford and

to terminate the line at
Witney.

Although the pattern of the
rail cuts all over the country
was all too apparent, the news
of the closure of the Witney
line still came as a bombshell.

Many people had thought
that passenger trains would
continue to run between Wit-
ney and Oxford, and that the
line in the other direction
between Witney and the ter-
minus at Fairford might still
be used for goods traffic.

Eventually Oxfordshire
County Council agreed to take
up the challenge on behalf of
all local authorities to present
the case against closing the
line to passenger traffic.

1]

The ontcome of a hearing at
Witney on April 19, 1961, was

that the East Midland Area of -

the Transport Users” Consul-
tative Committee were to re-

commend the approval of the

British Transport Commis-

sion’s proposal to withdraw .

the passenger service and to
use the Oxford-Witney section
for freight only.

Even so further recommen-
dations by the OCC succeeded
in putting off the inevitable
verdict until Saturday, June
16, 1962, the date set for the
last public passenger train run
between Oxford and Fairford.
(The service lasted almost 100

years). !
With the closing of the line '

at Witney, goods traffic began
to increase considerably as
Witney then became the
centre for goods and parcels
traffic for a large area of West
Oxfordshire.

The service covered Filkins,
Alvescot, Langford, Clanfield
and as far afield as Leafield
and Charlbury.

Even while workmen were
still ripping up the track be-
tween Witney and Fairford

there was talk of the pas-
senger station — then being
used only for goods — being
closed altogether.

Looking back on the events
at Witney railway during the
1960’s it is obvious that com-
plete closure of both pas-
senger and goods stations
must have been a cut and
dried affair long before all
movement eventually stopped.

Quickly following the an-
nouncement that the pas-
senger station would close
down completely came th

news that the goods station
would be closed to all freight
except coal and full waggon
loads.

The last nail in Witney
railway’s coffin was ham-
mered home on October 31,
1970. One of the very last
trains to leave Witney was
another “‘special”’ loaded with
railway enthusiasts. It is one
of the ironies of life that when
Britsh Railways close a line
because it won’t pay they can
always rely on a packed

ial £ .




R -

15

GAZETTE, Thursday, January 20, 1972

“Witney Wanderer" —
the last train to travel on the

Oxford-Witney line.
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MORRIS MEN OF BAMPTON

HIP-SHAKING, gyrating youth have

established a new mode of dancing
since the pop groups monopolised the
discos.

But at Bampton the scene may be
changing — at least as far as the lads of
the village are concerned.

Having struggled at times to maintain
its well-known tradition, the town is
now experiencing a revival in Morris
dancing — and it is the young men who
are partly responsible.

Two independent teams have kept the
tradition, alive, relying on a minimum
hard core of adult dancers. Now, both
teams have a second string of junior

The Traditional Bampton Morris dancers in action, Whit Monday,
1971. Left to right, Robin Connaughton, Bernie Basson, Fred Scott,
ndrew Carruthers, Colin Knight, Arnold Woodley,

Colin Baithe,
TR S R O A A

dancers (there are six in a team) and
others are being trained.

Mr Arnold Woadley, Squire of the
team he claims to be the traditional one,
says '‘We have more than enough lads
at the moment although some do drop
out from time to time.

**I first started training youngsters in
1951. 1 put the word around and had
about 30 boys turn up. I didn't know
whnich way to turn. Naturally they
thinned out and [ was left with €ight
good dancers.

'l don’t know quite what the attrac-
tion is for youngsters in Morris dancing.

fiddler and Squire of team, Frank Purslow, accordion. Son
Townsend (fool) and Ben Tanner (cake carrier) who complete the
team are not in the picture.

My mother told me that when I was
about two or three years old I used to
watch the dancers, and one day I
grabbed a handkerchief and tried to join
in thé dancing on the green.”

Bampton's history of Morris dancing
goes back a long, long way. Nobody
knows just when or how it started but
today the town's dancers are in great
demand all over the country.

The Morris dancing season usually
starts at Bampton at Whitsun, with
dancing in the streets. This year tours
are planned as far afield as Birmingham
and Minehead, as well as nearer home
in the Thames Valley area.

TN TRy




The list of Bampton
Morris fiddlers on record
since 1887, in order of
continuity, are:

DICK BUTLER,
“JINKY” WELLS, SAM
BENNETT, BERT
CLARK, ARNOLD

WOQODLEY and REG
HALL. The last two are
the fiddlers of the two
present Bampton
teams.

Fiddlers three

ARNOLD WOODLEY
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Candidate
withdraws
from
election

One of the 167 candidates

for the first election of the |

new  Oxfordshire County

Council on April 12 has with- |

drawn.

He is Mr Tony Humphris, |

the Labour candidate in the
Bampton Division. His with-
drawal means that the contest
will now be between two
Independents — Miss dorothy
Graeme Thomson, chairman
of Oxfordshire social services
committee, and Mr Kenneth
Mullis.

The revised line-up is: 63
Labour candidates, 62 Conser-
vatives, 22 Liberals, 16 Inde-
pendents, one Independent
Conservative, one Communist
3nd one Progressive Indepen-

ent.
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IT HAS often been said
that Bampton is a quiet
place—almost as quiet as
in the days when no
roads led to it and it was
known as Bampton-in-
the-Bush

Fortunately the town has
been able to retain its gentle
character throughout the
post war years of devel-
opment and this, despite the
increased flow of traffic on
the busvy A4095 which runs
through the town,

Bampton also holds the
distinction of being one of
the oldest towns in England,
antiquarians claiming for it
British origin.

The existence of nearby
Lew barrow gives additional
weight to the opinions of
those who considered Bamp-
ton to be a town of primi-
tive inhabitants of  the
country,

Tree town

The name itself, (referred
to in Domesday Book as
Bentenel signifies in Anglo
Saxon language, Tree Town.

It is highly probable that,
like most marshy districts
often under water, a large
forest flourished in the flats
around Bampton, which jus-
tified its designation of Tree
Town, and doubtless gave
rise to its title of “Bampton
in the Bush.” We are re-
minded of this by that part
of Bampton called Weald-—
Weald meaning forest.

Even today this name dis.
tingrishes Bampton from
tow:s of similar name in
other parts of the country.

Bampton’s label of a quiet
tfown probably stems from
its inmsignificant history. al-
though many would argue
that it was far from insig-
nificant, certainly in its ear-
lier days.

Few events have dizturbed
irs peacefulness and regard-

Top left, part of the re-
mains of Aylmer Valence's
Castle, showing the
battlements and the ori-
ginal gateway arch, now
built in. Below, the 12th-
century Talbot Hotel

One of England’s oldest towns

ing these information Is
meagre, relying principally
upon brief notices in the an-
cient chronicles, Mr ]. L.
Hughes-Owens. who lives at
Rosemary Cottage, Bampton,
has spent much time re-
searching into Bampton’s
history and he confirmis its
singularlv uneventful history
through the years.

Several battles were how-
ever fought near tne town.
In 1142 when Queen Matilda
was beleagured in Oxiord
castle, she established an
outpost  at  Bampton., A
beacon was set up on the
massive Norman tower of
the church te give warning
of the approach of her rival,
Stephen.

In this vicinitv a conflict
also took place in the reign
of Richard 11  between
Robert de Vere, Earl of
Oxford, and several of the
nobility. who envied his high
favour with the crown. The
earl was defeated but saved
his life by plunging into the
river at Radcot and escapinz
on the opposite bank.

Bloodless battle

The roval manor of Bamp-
ton wag in the hands of the
Conquerdr at the tmme of the
great survey and was sub-
sequently bestowed upon the
Earl of Boulogne. On again
becoming roval property in
the reien of Henry Il it was
granted to William de Va--
lence. His nephew . Avimer
Valence was the caly Enalish
commanderte-emei e with
credit from the tule of

rewarded by being Jaen per-
mission to crensllate his |
manor house into a ¢isile, ;
But the fight which ser-
iously aifected the lives of
the inhabitants as much as
any was the one —- without
bloodshed — which led the
enclosure of the open fields
around Bampton in 1812,
During the Civil War
vears Bampton Wils
frequently visited by troops
on their way to and from
battle. In 1645 a comingent
bf roydlist  troops were
caught and contained by
part of Cromwell's army
which was manoeuvring in
the county. The royalists oc-
cupied the old castle and
prepared for a stubborn de-
fence, but the arrival of

Cromwell in person, togetner
with a strong artillery de-
tachment, led the garrison to
surrender unconditionally.
Reports have it that in
due course Cromwell or-
dered the castle to be comp-
letely demolished but Mr
Hughes-Owens' own theory
is that the castle — at one

“fime part of tne wvast

Shrewsbury estates — had
fallen into ruins before
Cromwell came on to the
scene.

Mr Owens says Cromwell
in his notes on the battle,
referred to the property as a
house and not a castle.

Unfortunately Bampton

has fallen from its early pro-
minence. At the time of the
Conquest the parisn ex-
tended over a large area and
had three vicars.
* 1t also rivalled far famed
Woodstock as a  leather
making centre but all signs
of this industry has long
since disappeared.” In the
mid 17th century Dr Plot
the historian wrote of “no
town in England having a
trade like it” in the manu-
facture of leather jackets,
breeches etc,

Wednesday used to be
market dav when a great
deal of business was done
around the town hall. But
this trade too disappeared
many vears ago.

Horse fair

Anogther old custom_that
has disappeared 1s the horse
and cattle market held an-

: = saally i contuction with ¢
Bannockburn (131457%d was™® '8 diy i conjuction with 8

{zir, Oae day was given over

o the sule of horses and

cattle, of which there was
alwavs a large show, and the
second day devoted to the
amusements.

aving been a town of
some importance it is not
surprising to come across
several examples of outs-
tanding architecture.

The Deanery, a splendid
building ot zhe 11th century,
was granied by Bishop Leof-
ric to the Dean and
of Exeter. The Dean used
the house as his summer
residence.

There are still some
remains of the castie built
by Avlmer de Valence at the
west of the town. Valence,
the Earl of Pembroke. was
given permission by Edward

hapter

II to make a cas:le of his
house at Bampton and these
remains are now formed into
Ham Court. '

Of the castle remains the
most perfect part consists of
an upper recom with fine
groined roof reached by a
spiral staircase and part of a
bat:lemented wall. In the
grounds of Ham Coury is a
spring which is traditionally
known as Holywell or Lad-
vwell. The story concerning
the spring is that Frideswide
cured a blind girl with water
from the spring. And up
until recent times this water
was supposed to have a
cura‘ive effect for sore eves.

The old Grammar School
near the church is also a
picturesque building being
founded in 1635 by Robert
Vesey of Chimney.

The partly Norman church
of St. Mary is one of the
finest in Oxfordshire. domi-
nated by a spire which is an
outstanding landmark in the
surrounding flat land.

Among the eminent men
to have lived in Bampton

was the celebra:ed poet [ohn -

Phillips, son of Dr Stephen
Phillips, Archdeacon  of
Salop. John Phillips was
born in Bampton Vicaraze in
1676. - B

John Phillips’ death at the
age of was commemo-
rated by the erection of a
memorial in  Wes'minster
Abbey by Sir Simon Har-
court, later to become Lord
Chancellor.

Old customs

In .morg recent vears snc-”

cessiul attempts have been
made to revive old Bamptorn
customs by the SPAIERS
(Society for the Preservation
of Ancient Junketing).

And it is ar Whitsun each
vear that Bampton really
keeps up its traditions with
the past. The SPAJERS have
been responsible for staging
the Original Great Shirt
Race each year on Whit Sat-
x}:rda_v. first held way back in

There is a deligh:{ul little
tale, although of doubtful
origin, that this festival piece
stems from the day in 784
when Ethelred the Unreadv
¢hased the burghers of
Bampton through the streets
of the town in an unsuccess-
ful attempt to clothe his na-
kedness.

Weald Manor, left, the home of
Major R. A. Colvile, is said to have
been built in 1742 at a cost of £2,000.

The house probably originated as a
single range late Stuart residence and
was later extended to its present quad-
rangle form.

Weald Manor was the property of
the Earls of Shrewsbury until 1811
when it was sold with other extensive

Idings in Bampton.
holi 'IgS60 the h‘;use had been rented
to St. Mary's College, and as such pro-
vided education for 35 boys in prepara-
tion for Universities, Army, Navy, Pro-
fessional and Mercantile life.

Right, Mr Francis Shergold, the leader
of the Bampton Morris Dancers.

The Bampton Shirt Race
has now become a well
known event, and two vears
ago the same society came
up with a sequel — the
Great Chariot Race — asain
the result of pains:aking
research into the town's his-
tory, Apparently, during the
Roman occupation, chariots
drawn by slaves made their
appearance in Bampton
either in battles with the in-
habitants or _in peaceful
competition. Both  events
have become very well
known in the district,

It is, however, the Morris
Men of Bampton who have
reallv put the town back on
the map. Just how long they
have carried on this :radi-
tion is difficult to sav., but
they do claim to be the “or-
iginals” of the county — a
claim that was disputed
about the turn of the centu-
V.

‘Jingy’ Wells

Word had it that the
Headington Morris dancers
were the originals but Mr
William' “Jingy” Wells of
Bampton refuted this most
emphatically.

The Daily Mail had pub-
lished a letier referring to
the Headington dancers, and
a Bampton eentleman had
approached Mr Wells to
obtain his opinion.

Their conversation went
samething like this:

“Good morning Mr Wells,
Have vou read the papers
this morning?"

“No sir, I han’t much time
for them papers. | works on
me cebbare paich nea ™ all

”

“Well, here is a letter in
this paper frem a certain Mr
Sharp. Read it, Mr Wells."”

“l1 baint much of a reader
meself, sir. You read it for
me.!’ -

The gentleman read the
letter to Mr Wells, and em-
phasised the fact that the
Headington Morris dancers
were the only original Morris
dancers in Oxfordshire.

Mr Wells said. "I krows
*hat baint right. Never was.
The Bampton Morris have
danced every vear for as
long as I can remember and
long before that.”

“Would you 1(11. :
Wi o you like to write

a letter to prove that Mr

BAMPTON

Sharp is-wrong?" asked the
gentleman.

“1 baint much of a letter
writer, either, sir. You write
it for me.”

« Al right, Mr Wells, What
shall [ write?”

*Say that we be the 'rigin-
als and say that Jingv Wells
of the cabbage patch savs
sn.”

The letter was signed
“lingy Wells of the cabbage
patch.”

The Bamp:on Morris
dancers make many appear-
ances up and down the
country each vear as their
fame grows but it is in their

home town each  Whit

Monday that they celebrate
by dancing through the
streets. Often -hev are joined
bv other famous teams of
Morris dancers.

It was Mr Francis Sher-
zold with the help of his
brother Rov who was pri-
marily responsible {for the
continuation of the Bampton
Morris.  Returning to the
town after the war Mr Sher-
gold took over the team
from Jingy Wells and it was
his enthusiasm that carried

the team to its present
heights of success.
Enthusiastic

“We now have a junior
team,"” Mr Shergold said, “as
well as the senior team of
six dancers, a musician. a
clown and a cake helder.
And we have twe _or three
spare men readv tostep into
the team when neceisary.”

The fact rhat Bampton
now has two terms of

~dancers each calling; ‘hem-

selves the Bampton-Morris
dancers is rather confusing
to the stranger. Tke other
team is run by Mr_ Arnold
Woodley. The .- Caristmas
Mummers are yvel another
Bampton group who have
SrOWN in popularity  In
recent vears.

Although the post war de-
velopmen: of housing estates
has increased the size of the
town considerablv, the ma-
jority of the inhabitants
have to find work in
Witney, Swindon and
Oxford. There is virtually no
industry in the town, but

_this does not appear to un-

duly worry the easyv-going
people of Bampton. :
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B Boys of the Royal Ballet School wearing traditional

: costume for a Morris dance which they will be

performing during the annual Folk Festival at the

Royal Albert Hall tomorrow and Saturday. The boys

have received instruction from the Morris dancers
of the Oxfordshire village of Bampton.
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Examining some of the
paintings on view at the new

permanent art gallery at
Bampton are Mr J. 1.. Hugh-
Owens, Mrs A. Manly and
Mr S. J. Pickard.

The gallery, which will be
open every weekday morn-
ing, is the brainchild of Paul
Saville, the Oxford artist and
art tutor at Alvescot College,

The first exhibition is of
130 pictures and works by
about 50 artists living within
a 50 miles radius of Bamp-

ton. A number of them are
members of the Oxford Arts
society, Clanfield Arts
Society, Eynsham Arts As-
sociation and the Bampton
Arts Group, which included
its sixth annual exhibition,
formerly held in the window
of a local shop, in the show.

The centre is on the first
floor of the town hall which
was recently restored by
Bampton Parish Council. It is
run by Alvescot College, who
also plan a childrens® exhibi-

-

tion and a local weavers and
potters show,

“The centre will be a per-
manentshop window for local
artists,”’ said Mr Saville.

On Friday at a private pre-
view for the artists and the
parish councils, the arts
centre was officially opened:
by Mr H. Wilock, princis
pal of the West Oxfordshire
Technical College, Witney,
who said the centre was a
happy combination of enter-
prise between the parish
council and the college.
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Fire engines at the Bakery, Bampton, on Wednesday.

Bampton bakery
damaged by fire

CUSTOMERS AT Constables bakery, Market Square, Bampton, will be served
with sliced loaves today instead of their usual old-fashioned loaves after fire
badly damaged part of the bakery yesterday afternoon.

The sliced loaves are being jrely on Constables for their [the blaze which was dis-
brought in from the manu- |bread. : . covered by Mr. Kenneth East,
facturers to help the many Fire engines from Witney. an employee who noticed thick
'hundreds of customers which | Bampton and Burford went to smoke pouring out of a ven.

tilator. “It  was probably
started by an oven overheat-
ing,” he said.

TWO FLOORS

Firemen wearing breathing
apparatus went inside the
smoke filled building to tackle
the flames which badly dam-
aged part of the gzround and
first floors as well as the roof.

Part of the slate roof had to
be torn away so firemen could
kill the fire in the attic.

This is the second fire that
this small firm, which was
established in 1895, has suf-
fered this year. A few weeks
ago, an oven had borner
trouble and started a small
blaze.

Mrs. T. A. Constable, owner
of the bakery, said this morn-
ing that none of the main
ovens are in use at the moment
but a small spare oven should
be working tomorrow and
things will be getting back to
normal. “ We have got things
organised,” she said.
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Siotpy Tolby
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Top: The Talbot Hotel where Horace fives

Bottom: Burford, but no sign of the terrifying apparition

Minster Loveil
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OVE TO CEMENT BAMPTON'S
PAST FIRMLY IN PL

o, orss s g .

|

IF ALL goes as planned, Bampton will be

Jesignared a Co

rvation Area by West Ox-

fordshire District Gouncil in April.
In the words| of the Town and Country

Planning: Act 1971, it

architectural or historic interest, the character

is ‘an area of special

of appearance of which it is desirable to pre-

serve or enhance.’
At the o, nc consul-

tons -+ st'll in Ppro-
gress with the Countyand
Parish Councils, about

the designation.

If the plan goces
through the Parish Coun-
cil will probably set up a
Conservation Area advis-
ory committee to obtain
the views of the public,
and liaise with the plan-
ning department of the|
district council on g
posals for new develoys
mont, and schemes for
enhancing the village.

The District Council
are produsing a pamphlet
laying out details aboutl
the proposed  conerrvas
tion area which will be
on sale for a 1ew pPuud

Bampton was one of
the primary Saxon settle;
ments in the area and in
the 11th century was the
only place in the county
outside Oxford where a
market was recorded.

Despite this, Bampton
never flourished probably
because of its relative
isolation and inaccessi-
bility. In the 17th and 18th
ceoturies the town was
famed for its gloves and
sheepskin  prodvets and
was acquiring a reputa-

tion as a genteel centre in.
good sporting country.
Bampton's weakness,

however, was its isolation|

and, surrounded by stret.
ches of common, it was
given the name of
Bampton-in-the-Bush. By
the time efforts were
made to improve its roads
during the 191h century
the town failed to com-
pote with  better placed
centres and it graduoally
relapsed to the status of
a large village.

FINE EXAMPLE

At least three medieval
buildings remain. The
sarliest is the fine cruci-
nrm church of 5t. Mary
vhich is one of the lar-
gst, finest and most
Inpressive  churches in
the county. Largely re-
buit about 1270 the
chirch retains evidence
of ate Saxon or eorly
Nornan work in its
towe,

Newby stands the
Deangy, the house of the
bailiff of the Dean and
Chapte: of Exeter, to
which 3ampton had been
annexed in 1069 it still
contains a 14th century

nucleus bat was much |

?Iternd in the 17th cen-
ury.

On the opposite bank
of the Ilighmoor Brook
lies Ham UTourt with a
moat &nd substantial re-
mains of tle gat=house
of the casle built by
Aymer e Valence in
1315 ang purchased by
thé Earl of Pembroke in

Th> ahov: meontion
buildings, and many oth
architecturally interestir
premises in th~ villap
are recorded on the St
tutory list of Liste:
Buildings registered 1
1955. Most of these pr
mises will be envelop -
by the boundaries of th
conservation area anv
thay will be safe throug
Inzislation and the know
Indg~ that the aim of th
distriet council is to po
t-ct the essential clhvrae-
tar of the village, whilzt.
sncouraging changes and
development which will
keep it flourishing and
alive. ;

CHARACTER

The character of the
village is created by the
low scale of the buildings
which line the three wide
main gtrests which con-
verge onto the central
triangular market place,

The District Council
describes Bampton thus:
“Tt did not develop in any
planned way and so re-
tains a rural simplicity.
Long lengths of dry slone
walling link the buildings
and enclose their plots
and a large number of
trees tend to bring the
surrounding country right
into the centre of the
village.” )

Some houses, such as
i“’mld Manor, attain a
styl ¢ and dignity reflect-
ing the wealth of their
first owner. The Town
Hall, built in 1840 in an
attempt  to  increase the
facilities of the town,
stands isolated in the
centre of  the Market

sSguare. .
Church View, the old
Grammar school, was

founded in 1635 by
Robert Veysey, a woollen
merchant, and was com-
pleted in 1653.

When  designated a
Conservation area, Bamp-
ton will join the ranks of

_.ment -r@%?,_

those towns and villages
in West Oxfordshire
which are already pro-
tected by this legislation.

A TRIO

Witney ~and Burford
designated outstanding
conservation areas in
connection with European
Architectural Heritage
year, Witney was origin-
allv desienated in 1968
and Burford in 1970.

Taynton, near Burford,
was designated in 1970 as
was Chipping Norton, and
Charlbury was made a
conservation area in .1974.

Bampton will be the
first conservation arca to
he  destenat~d by West
Oxfordshire Distriect Coun-
cil since it came into
existense in April last
year aftér local govern-
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1972

Firemen trapped under

engine

T™WO BURFORD FIREMEN were trapped on Tuesday night
after their fire engine overturned in driving rain and gale force

winds near Bampton.

Four of the crew
crawled out of the fire
engine unhurt but
shaken.

The other two had to wait
for half-an-hour until their col-
leagues in the fire service's ac-
cident vehicle from Kidlington
could release them.

Fireman Brian Wood and

."

scattered over the road.
——

:'g Bodywork from the engine

Fireman  Alfred Hitchcock
were taken to the Radcliffe In-
firmary. Mr Hitchcock was
comfortable with a shoulder
injury and Mr Wood. who has
head and leg injuries, was
satisfactory yesterday.

The other four, Leading
Fireman Leo Ciosk and Fire-
men  Frederick  Blackwell,
Charles Williams and Grevill

Wain helped their colleagues
to release the trapped men.

The crash happened on the
Brize Norton to Bampton road
200 yards on the Bampton side
of the Lew turn.

The engine veered across
the road, mounted the grass
verge, smashed into a tele-
phone pole and struck and up-
rooted a tree before finally
turning on its side next to a
hedge.

A motorist  drove into
Bampton to tell the crew there
what had happened. The Bur-
ford men had been on the way
to stand-by at Bampton while
the Bampton crew dealt with a
chip-pan fire at the Cotswold
Grill Cafe.

Sub-officer Arthur Beckley
and his men rushed to the
scene and radioed for a doe-
tor, ambulance and other help.
Pr Landray from Bampton
went to the scene and gave
first aid.

Mr Timothy White, Oxford-
shire’s Chief Fire Officer, said
late .on Tuesday night that his
men at the scene had reported
that weather conditions were
shocking with torrential rain
and terrific winds.

“When it was found that the
Burford crew were not re-
quired the control room at
Kidlington tried to turn them
buack, but radio contact could
not be established”

'; The wrecked cab of the fire engine after it was righted.
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