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I HAD hoped my re-
cent letter

these columns..
always wlllmg o bc

contradicted as

very gmleful g 16 long

convcrsanon wnh .lmgy
'S

Bohby, w)uch ot orly filled
in blanks in m:
knnwledge. but also shed
fresh light'on some things I
already
T hove ako; ke recently,
10
Totiers: tachiading, soene. from,
ells to persons_outside
Bampton, dated 1922, and
from Sam Bennett to Arnold

The debt Bampton Morris owe Wells

Woodley in 1949 — which
were of great interest.

It was unfortunate certain
statéments in my letter gave
the impression I was blaming

Wells for the present

owes to Wells.

Hislfe was almost entrely
devoted to it. If it had no
becn for_ i sHlorts, the
tradition would certainly-not
have survived the Great War,
and it was a great pity he

should have so soon found
himself at loggerheads with
the team which-he had raised
10 keep the tradition alive.

ailings; but there is Im.lc
doubt that the attitude of the
team in the 1920s did not do
much to smooth their rela-
tionship, and when Wells left
his old team to its own
devices to form a completely
new team of his own in 1925
(or thereabouts), it was prob-
ably the' result of severe
provocation.

Nevertheless, the old team
did continue in _existence,
and its survivors have every
tight to the claim that they
are carrying on the tradition.

Although it certainly seems
clear that Wells exceeded his
authorit; ing over

Yt g:x::fe (Charlie
Tanner) and giving Mary
Neal and Cecll Sharp the
tunes and steps of the
dances, at least two of the

ere
the “unofficial” collecting at
Reading and the business at
Clanfield. The alleged team

at Alvescot still remains a
mystery, however.
1 offer my sincere
apologies to_Bobby Wells,
and & o all of Jingy's relatives,
revious letter gave
them offence. If 1 made Jingy
sound like the villain of the
piece, it was absolutely unin-
tentional, 1 assure them. [
must emphnslsc that lhe pres-
ent *“troubles" onl
o the period 1947)9 and, as
mOSl the conl:stams are
h alive, it is
ey Ty Sificun ndesd 16 1y 16
unravel their _claims ai
counter-claims in the public

columns of a newspaper.
What I hope I have suc-
ceeded in domg is o show
the younger generations of
Bamptonians, and new re;
dents, that Mr W

irti

seemed to imply — a recent
upstart trying to usurp the
position of leader of the
Bampton Morris. He has as
much right to this title as Mr
Shergold.

That these two gentlemen
should have preferred to run
separate teams since 1949 is a
matter for regret, and if Jingy
Wells was alive today I am
sure he would be very happy
1o see the two teams come o

amicable arrangem

P B PURSLOW
3 Primtose Cottages,
Bampton.
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