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VISIT TO WOODSTOCK SATURDAY, 26hh JUNE 1971

We set off on the 26th June early at about 7 30a.m.
and were at Woodstock by about 9.40. We had to call for the
house key at Mrs. Whitlock's bed and breakfast establishment
as it was her day off and then I went along to the church while
Syd parked the car. ‘Mrs. Halberg was waiting at the church
for the door to open as there was a Festival of Arts taking place
and she was going to replenish the flowers, waiting impatiently.
I went round to the Rectory and was greeted by the Recodr's
Tittle pekinese who is a good watchdog and he bounced along
growling threateningly. The Rev. J.E. James showed me through
the flagged hall (full of antiques and pictures; they have
a Jacobean dresser and a painting of someone in a wig who looks
Tike John Wesley) into the sitting room with a huge bay window
with a window seat and a most marvellous view over Blenheim
Lake. There was a grand piano in this room and it was

pleasant, comfortable and very light. The Rector got his sealed

parcel of records which he had got out of the bank and then

we went along to the vestry of the church. The Arts
Festival had lasted the whole week and the churd looked lovely
with paintings, jewellery, corn dollies, collages and embroidery
pictures. The prices were rather high for the sculpture,
mostly £150 for the bronze ones by The festival
is an annual event and it originally started as fuond

raising event but has gow developed into a thing in its own
right.; the church gets a commission on any article sold and
Syd bought me a silver and chrisophase ring to add to my

set. *

We went into the vestry and the rector opened his large chest
with the records. He had found the wedding of Richard

and Susanna Osborne on 28.12.1801 but the registers for the
baptism of Richard, their son in 1803 were missing LA ot
of the records for the Palace are missing at this date ; the
Duke of this period was a bit of a scoundre]z) We did find

T r Y v aa oo v et o T T Y



Thomas, ho@ever, baptised 12.10.1804, the father of us all.
While we were there (Syd and Adele had found me by this time)
tbe Rector showedus the baptism of Winston Churchill, but

as far as our searches were concerned he was un-cooperative.
He said he was rather tired of Americans who come searching
for something nebulous with no idea of dates or even who
they want. We were just another nuisance too.

We did not find any more than the Tist attached.

I may have to go back there as we did not look at marriages
before 1800.

We set off after having coffee at a local'home—made'shog

and it rained 1ike mad: as we were driving along. Lots of
cars pulled off to the side - the rain drove on the windscreen
like deluging buckets of water, However, by: the time

We got to Bibury the ‘sun was shining.

The Cotswolds were very rich in the 1600's, exporting in

wool and its supporting local industries - at Woodstock

and Bamptonxka they had glove and coat industries and Woodstock
still has a shop selling locally made products. At one

time it was the law that one hdd to be buried in wool.

Witney blankets have been made since 1695 and there are

TFch merchant's houses dotted all over the Cotewolds.

They richly endowed the churches too. Near to Bibury

there is a famous row of medieval cottages called Arlington
Row. The river flows passed Bibury and there are two medieval
bridges leading over to the cottages. Originally the

stream in front ran underneath them from one end to the

other to facilitate the dyeing process of the wool.

They were bought and restored by the Royal Society of ARts

in 1926. :

A Tittle farther up the road is a historic mill full of
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interegting photos and relics. The machinery still works
but is not in use. There is a trout farm here and we
visited this and fed the fish with specially packaged food.
They were all sizes, from very small to enormous coloured
rainbow trout. It was interesting to see the different
behaviour of the trout in the river &t the bottom of the
farm from the shoals of fish in the lakes.

Places which were, prosperous in the Middle Ages and later

lost their prosperity have not been developed and spoilt.
Witney and Burford were almost derelict for years. Now with
the Motor Industry at Oxford, and a large complex of hospitals
being built for a great surrounding catchment area, property
is becoming very dear. Everyone wants to "get away from

it al1" and even small cottages are fetching fabulous prices.

That evening we had dinner at "The Winter's Tale", Burford -
very enjoyable. Adele had prawn cocktail, I had home-
made liver pate, Syd had egg mayonnaise, we all had duckling
green peas (frozen) and potato croquettes - the duckling was
delicious. Afterwards Adele had lemon meringe pie, I had
strawberries and cream (must think of. the figure) and Syd

had sherry trif]e. We had half a bottle of Graves and

half a bottle of Hock. The bill was reasonable - about £8.50

The next morning (Sunday) we attended morning service
(Series II) at St. Mary's, Bampton and started to look
round the graveyard (which was closed in the late 1800's)
for any relatives' names, particularly Richard, Susann's
busband. :
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There were great gaps in the grass where the previous
vicar had had the idea the grass would be mown better
if the stones were placed along the wall. Mr. Stroud
the churchwarden and organist who was helping us
suddenly .remembered that a lot of gravestones were

in the Deanery garden (adjacent to the churchyard)

as crazy paving. We called and the garden is
beautiful. There is a large duckpond to the right as
one goes in with ornamental ducks and a large kitchen
garden with a scarecrow. Miss Pinnock was very
friendly and her two little pekinese tumbled about on the
grass very excited at having callers.

She took us over to the herbaceous border under the |
boundary wall, an absolute riot of colour, and showed

us the footstones laid in a half circlec which had been
used to make a 1ily pond. She said that she thought
the headstones were in the church yard but that a farmer
who had been on the PCC had wanted to use them as
gateposts. So that is probably where they are

.now.  What sacrilege !  How dare they take

other people's property. Some of the gravestones;
are left if the descendants objected, but there are
many gaps.

e found Cripps and the other names we saw in the
reggsters. One man had died of a surfeit of
sausages, and they are sculpted at the corners of his
tombstone.

During the service the Vicar had announced that there was
a Flower Féstival being held at St. James, Aston
and so we went along there.




St. James, Aston, Oxon churchyard.

Metal board with words “To my dear wife Anice Mary Spurrett
24.1.1939
aged 82 ”

Large white grave with

“GEORGE SPURRETT died 3.2.1953 this would be George J.T.
aged 86 He had a son George J.T.

(sister) ANNIE ELIZABETH d. 14.9.1964
aged 94 *

The St. James registers must be searched.s £ 'i" 2acn - |@ gyw&\l‘

By this time it was late afternoon and we hadn't had any
lunch except a drink at the "Talbot", an old coabhing

inn at Bampton and a few crs$sps. The attendant in church
for the Flower Festival said after my enquiry that a Mr.
Besley E. Jones was the man to ask about local histéry.

We went along there and he was out. We all started to
fall out, and drove around a bit still in a bad temper,

me at my disappoiniment and Syd with boredom. Syd said
that I couldn't expect anyone else to have enthusiasm
about & nonentity and that no-one wlse would be interested.
We all felt miserable and Syd went to sleep and Adele drove
along to Ducklington church. This is really quaint;

they have two-feet high brass pedestals for candles with
tulip shaped glasses fixed on to the pews dotted around

the church.

When we went back to Aston I called on Mr. Jones who had
beem back about 10 minutes. He is a local historian and
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: Searched 26.6.1971
ST. MARY MAGDALENE, WOODSTOCK RECORDS 6
Marriages Richard Spurrett & 28.12.180 Nitnesses: Hary Csborne
Susanna Osborne Richard Morris
Baptisms Richard Spurrett -born 1803 Records for this period missing
Thomas Spurrett bap. 12.10.1804 Son of Richard and

Susanna Spurrett

Sarah Spurrett bap 3.6.1208 Dtr. of Robert and
Susanna Spurrectt

Robert Spurrett 7.7.1809

Susanna Osborne bap 24.7.1782 Dtr. of Richard and
Tabitha Oshorne (they
had several other
children)
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After I had been there about 5 mim utes, Adele came in looking for me
and she went for Syd who was pretending to be asleep in the car.
When he came in Mr. Jones said to him "I suppose yaare suffering 7"
This remark put it all in perppective. Syd had said "You can

come on your own next time" to me when we had been driving round
miserably. Have you ever known a family tree come between man
and wife. ?

Mr. Jones is a very interesting man and a great local histérian
He gives lectures on Bampton, Aston, Shifford and district

and he gave me a leaflet about Shifford durch. He is
chairman of St. James, Aston parish council He says he

has it in mind to write a history of the church built in

1837.

He made us very welcome and got Adele to make us a cup :
of tea while he got out his old directories. (We didn't E
tell him we had had nothéng and it was very welcome) .
He has some lovely antiques. A William and Mary desk, : i
a lovely inlaid sideboard, quite long in 1ight coloured wood, i
and a little chair. He has a triangular table which, when

it is extended, is a circle.

He was most helpful. I hope he writes his book.

We shall now have to search Burford registers as we found
a Spurrett in a marriage in one of his records. Perhaps
this is where Richard who married Susanaa Osborne is baptised.

We set off home and arrived at the Fortes restaurant just
outside Oxford where they had had a fire the previous night.
They were serving only cold meals, but we had an enjoyable
prawn gggk salad. The cream for the coffee was a bit off
as they hadn't mains electricity, but they had managed to
keep the ice cream frozen . :

lle had a good journey home and I felt that after all our
tribulations it had been worth it.

I hope Syd and Ade did too:.
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FROM BOOKS IN THE POSSESSION OF MR. WESLEY E. JoNES,
THE COTTAGE, ASTON,0XFORD - |

Book Published Page Heading Name }
E_ -
County of Oxford Directory R. Gardner 483 Merchants Thomas Spurrett Coal & Salt Mer€hant f
1852 . & SRAERO SECE 1N 484  Farmers Thomas Spurrett  Farmer j ’
484 Inns, etc. Thomas Spurrett. Elephant & Castle E
ditto
1868 y i : Inns, etc. Thomas Spurrett T 5
1895 0 £ ; Joseph Henry General Dealer ]
Inns, etc. Joseph Henry Jr. The Bull, Aston
s . ; Shopkeepers Mrs. Ann Spurrett Bampton |
. 'rs. Teresa " ;
18690 "The Banner of Faith" Vol.IX jix Marriages " Robert Beckinsale Spurrett &
Church Extension Assocn. at Burford dane Ilott. ‘17.7.1899
1890 ditto Bap. Wm. John son of Edward and Rosalie Elizabeth
' Spurrett 25.8.1890
Population Bampton Witney loodstock Bampton was in the Domesday Book as
1821 1,460 2,827 1.455 llest Weld. The Grammar School was .
1831 1,605 3,190 1:380 started in 1635. (still in existence) |

1861 1,865

Yy E. Jones/ Sheila Emm ( (4
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