










 
Cyril Smith 

 
 
Cyril was born on December 7th 1933.  When he was a small child his family lived in South 
Leigh, where his father was a farm hand.    
 
The family moved to Bampton when Cyril was still quite young, and he and his brothers and 
sisters grew up in Bampton.  
 
During the second world war Cyril used to go to work with his father at Slade's farm and help dig 
potatoes, where they would be paid by the sack for the potatoes they had collected.  
 
Passionate about football from a young age, Cyril played for Bampton Town FC.   
He followed Arsenal FC and would go by steam train from Bampton railway station to London, 
to watch them play.  Heading home at night after a few beers Cyril would often miss his stop 
and end up in Lechlade which was the end of the railway line, and would then have to walk all 
the way back home to Bampton!  
 
In those days the stations were lit by gas lamps and there were no signs or station calls, so you 
had to stick your head out of the carriage and shout to see if you were nearing your station. 
 
As well as playing football for Bampton Town, Cyril also took part in other village activities, he 
enjoyed cricket, and when he was younger he often entered in the Bampton shirt race at 
Whitsun (now known as the Spring Bank Holiday.)  Cyril was also a Morris dancer with the 
Bampton Traditional Morris Dancers and danced with the team for over forty years, travelling 
abroad as well as to different parts of the UK, including London when the team danced at the 
Royal Albert Hall.  
 
Cyril loved folk and country music and the Dubliners and Foster and Allen were among his 
favourites. He loved travelling to Ireland to visit family and listen to the music that was being 
played at the festivals. You always knew when Cyril was around as you could hear him whistling 
his favourite tunes!  Cyril was particularly fond of the Dubliners songs “Lord of the Dance” and 
The Wild Rover.     
 
As a young man, Cyril did his national service in Salisbury.  When he returned home, Cyril 
worked for the local builders W.J. Lock & Son until they closed, and he carried on as a builder 
working for himself and could often be seen walking along Church View with a ladder or a sack 
of cement balanced on seat or handlebars of his bike!  Cyril continued to do building jobs right 
up to his Eightieth birthday.  
 
One thing Cyril enjoyed building was dry stone walls and he always said to never put a stone 
down once you had picked it up or else the job would take longer than it should.   
 
Cyril married Margaret on the 26th August 1967, and they lived all their married life in the same 
house in Bampton and their son, Christopher was born on here. 
 
Cyril and Margaret shared their love for animals and over the years they had many cats and 
dogs including: Ginger, Penny, Pepsi and Daisy. 
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