










img298   This is a picture of the front and back cover of the program from 'The 

British Red Cross Junior Section for the Programme of the Displays of 

Activities given in the Presence of Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra of 

Kent Patron of The Junior Red Cross at St James's Palace on Friday June 11th 

1954' and has been kept by Pamela Collins née Green (sister of Harry Green).  

Pamela says "In 1954 I went as Bampton's representative to St James's Palace to 

be part of a guard of honour at Princess Alexandra's first solo engagement" 

img301   This is the letter sent out with the arrangements for the day when in 

1954 Pamela Preston (now Pamela Hunt) ". went as Bampton's representative to 

St James's Palace to be part of a guard of honour at Princess Alexandra's first 

solo engagement" quote from Pamela.  The letter states "Cadet Unit 4874 

Bampton.  Arrangements have been made for Cadets living at a distance to 

spend the night of Friday June 11th here, and return to their homes on Saturday 

morning.  They will be sleeping on mattresses on the floor and should bring 

with them a towel and toilet things.  Supper and breakfast will be provided.  

Barbara Steward, Assistant County Director Youth, Juniors." 

img308   These instructions were sent out with the arrangements for the day 

when in 1954 Pamela Preston (now Pamela Hunt) ". went as Bampton's 

representative to St James's Palace to be part of a guard of honour at Princess 

Alexandra's first solo engagement" quote from Pamela.  They state that "Juniors 

to be at 101 Banbury Road Oxford by 12.30pm punctually having had their 

midday meal.  A picnic tea to be brought by each Junior.  No bottles of fizzy 

drink to be included.  Uniform must be perfect, concluding white socks (plain) 

and black or brown shoes.  Proficiency medals will be worn.  Juniors may travel 

in coats, but neither coats nor cardigans will be worn at the reception.  Any 

Junior arriving here improperly or untidily dressed will not be allowed to 

proceed to London.  After the Reception Juniors will be allowed to see over St 

James’s Palace.  The journey to and from London will be in a private coach, and 

two officers will be in charge.  The coach is expected to arrive back at 101 

Banbury Road between 9pm and 9.30pm.  Juniors living in Oxford should make 

their own arrangements for getting home and any parents calling for their 

children may wait in the Office.  Juniors living in the county will please read the 

attached instructions about arrangements being made for them.  H. B. Steward. 

Assistant County Director Youth and Junior." 

img306   These are two newspaper cuttings kept by Pamela Preston (now 

Pamela Hunt who attended this event) about the 17 year old Princess Alexandra 

carrying out her first "public engagement without her mother yesterday (Friday 

June 11th 1954) by going to a reception given for her at St James's Palace by the 



Junior Red Cross."  Princess Alexandra was Patron of the Junior Red Cross.  

Pamela Preston's name is on the third from bottom line of the right-hand cutting 

where a list of the people chosen to give a guard of honour for Princess 

Alexandra is listed. 


