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A TOUR OF HAPSBURG IMPERIAL CITIES June 1996

Sunday wWhen one starts from Plymouth in the far south west any journey needs
9th to made full use of, so I planned on the way®and from Gatwick to
visit friends and relations not lately seen and to get my money's
worth by seeing some the properties which I can visit free as & member of the
Natiornal Trust for Scotland and English Heritage and as a Friend of the Historic
Houses Association,

So, off after Sunday finishing-up lunch to Cousin Christopher Graham
at Atworth. After tea, walked with him and the dog across several fields.
Heard about his work and prospects at B.B.C., Ehristine's video publishing in
Bath, and Marianne's G.C.E. and leadership of the Wiltshire County Youth Orch.

I have never managed to get to any of its concerts. Too late now. Chris
commutes daily to London from Chippenham, staying up there one night a week to
be with David G.

Monday Chris and Christine off betimes in their various directions, then I

10th got off to leave Marianne time to revise before the French exam.

To Bradford on Avon, where the historic church was shut, so looked

at the town and drank coffee, On to Farleigh Hungerford Castle. guite a
lot of it left, and nicely explained. Ate my picnic amid the mediaeval ruins.
Then to Amport to Cliver Sutton, my contemporary at Lochinvar, Just moved to
a new home after retiring (for the second time) from his high-powered consult-
ancye Gay has also retired from ballet teaching. Immediate past Vicar and
wife invited foo supper to meet me, Turned out to be Roger Bennett, with me
at Wells (although not then a crony) and subsequent}y a naval chaplain, Much
talk of many things. Late to bed,

Tuesday To Bepton (near Midhurst) for coffee with Tim Bollis, Dartmcuth
11th contemporarye. He also has just moved, having retired from the

work he was doing for L'Arche in Suffolk, and Marion has too. Now
in a venerabvle farmhouse. Marion's brother lives next door and works for
Richard Branson, and nephew is, I think, married to R,B's sister. All very
jet eete.

Then a little way back to Uppark, newly repaired and reopened after
a fire. I arrived at an awkward time for taking a guided tour, so looked
round the fascinating exhibition about the restoration and walked in the
delightful gardens and had more coffee and a bun.

To Horley, where I checked the position of next week's bed-and-
breakfast, on to Tunbridge wells where I dumped my U.K.bag (80 as to leave the
car empty in the airport carpark) and had tea with Penny and the children,
then back to the airport hotel at Gatwicke. Hopes that I might just put the car
into their care and be wafted to the airport next morning by limousine proved
unfounded, I have to park it (but not pay) and then catch a shuttle tus.

My Jjoining card was efficiently already made out and awaiting me, but said
that I lived at Stockport. Was told to cross it out and insert my own address,
but what happens when the other Mr Scott from Stockport turns upe.

Wednesday Early breakfast ordered, although it was only obtained partially and

12th with difficulty, which seems strange in an airport hotel. The

next bit was easy and I did not get lost, as I expected to, at the

airport, Much hanging aboute. Had brought Les Miserables by Victor Hugo for
just this moment, but sat with it on my lap watching all the people go by.
Window seat in the aircraft and I could see everyone coming aboard and sat
guessing which of them would be in our party. On arrival at Salzburg, found
only two other members of our tour party, Tom and Betty from Hertford. To
hotel, near airport but not near much else, where more of the group will come
later, Nothing to do until then, Walked out in a huff, but it turned into
a country walk among fields with rural smells and cheerful people working in
the fields. Much "Gruss Gett-ing'', Village war memorial with twice as many
names for second war as for first, which is surprising. The village is called,
rathr grandly, Himmelreich,
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I found myself with a water engineer from Chicago. He and
his wife had already come up river on the boat and were going back, He
explained to me the unpowered ferries across the river which are attached by
a wire to an overhead cross-river cable and use their very big rudders against
the current, like a sail against the wind, to '"tack" across the river. It seems
too good to be true.

Rejoined the bus at Krems and drove to Vienna, On the way we booked
the trips and evenings out that we wanted to take part in, and paid.

Hotel Harmonie in Vienna, sounding very romantic, but it is in
Harmoniegasse and I fancy it took its name from the street, Much smaller
than the Salzburg one but very comfortable and well-served. My room up in
the roof with a dormer. Lovely view of Vienna's roofs and across to what I
think is a sculptor's studio opposite, but cannot, because of a parapet, see
what goes on in the street below where there are lively early-morning con-
versations.

Not far from where I stayed last time in Vienna so, after setting
out with the Edinburgh couple who then didn't want to walk far, I went to one
of the restaurants I'd been to befores Well, I think I did but it wasn't like
I remembered it., Very good and welcoming nevertheless. As we sat waiting
for our meals, three grey-bearded (but not old) gentlemen at three tables each
with a stein of beer, it looked like the start of an operetta = chorus for us,
waving beer mugs, and then a solo for the hero's best friend explaining the
plot. It didn't happen. I had delicious beef soup with strips of pancake in
it and then liver Tirolese style (not nouvelle cuisine). Walked back well
satisfied by the nostalgic route past the prison and the Pension Andreas and
the Dreifdltigkeitskirche.

Friday Hot night. S0lid duvet which I had to keep putting on and off.
14th No coffee-making facilities in the bedroom but a minibar with a

price list calculated to detere The driver has a stock of cool
drink in the busy, which can be bought and smmggled in. We are in 4 star hotels
and the rooms normally let for £70 or £80 a night, so there must be a big group
discounte. Very nice not to have to pack this morning. In fact I wholly
unpacked yesterday the frist time since Sunday.

Off by coach to the Schonnbrunn palace. Diane over-optimistic and
suggests guided tour of the palace to start with, then time to see the garden,
Gloriette, zoo and carriage museum. Much to and fro on arrival and then we -
cannot have a tour until after Zhour. So garden first and Gloriette for those
wanting to climb the hill to it but they only walked up it so we nearly missed
the arranged tour -very well done - and then no time afterwards for the other
things. I was glad I'd been before (but I hadn't fitted in those other things

then either). Some a bit miffed at being rushed about. The gardens were
lovely, with rose-laden pergolas at their best and smelling lovely. Palace
very pervaded by Maria Theresa. Then a coach tour of the city going round the

Ringstrasse past all the important buildings put up when they knocked down the
city walls, over the river to the Prater funfair park and UNO City (what is it
for?) and back to be disembarked by the Hofburg, the Hapsburg town palace.

Rushed back to the Opera House and got there just as a guided tour
was about to start. Not backstage but all round the front of house. Not as
ornate as I'd expected, but it was toned down in the postwar reconstruction.
Many grand corridors and promenades, and large foyers for the interval. Quite
outshines Covent Garden in that respect, I missed this last time, so very glad
to have fitted it in this time round. Went and had kaffee in the Kaerntnerstr
(Oxford Street equivalent) and watched the world go by and then had a plate
of spaghetti beside the cathegral, Visited the Minoritenkirche (although it
is not Franciscan now) and considered and rejected going round an exhibition of
1000 years of the Danube. There seem to be quite a lot of celebrations of
the millenium of Austria first being called Austria. Back to the hotel and
very briefly put my feet up.

Off in the evening to Grinzing, most of us. In a cellar under a
wine tavern. New wine to drink by the tankards Hearty meal of ham, pork,
sausages, sauerkraut and potatoes. Two musicians. A guitarist with a sort
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SUNDAY Card provided in room for ordering breakfast in bed, but did not
16th use it. Very good spread for breakfast, self service and you had
to find your way round like in a supermarket. Staff not really so

friendly and helpful as at Harmonie.

‘ We don't really know each other yete. On my past tours, to Assisi
and to the Holy Land, we were supposed to be a group and so there was a
general introductory session and we did nearly everything together. On this
occasion it is much more bit by bit, Americans would probably be more
brash about it. I discover that the couple from Edinburgh are Fred and
Marjorie (or perhaps Margery). Gwen turns out to be Loretta, but she is
much more like a Gwen.

Had time for another little walk after breakfast, although there was
nowhere much to walk to. Bus then, and guide Idilco (Hilda), and up Gellert
hill, named after the bishop missionary to Hungary. It is the next hill
downstream from Castle Hill and has a lovely view up the river over the city.
Then to the new tennis stadium and on to Heroes Sgaure (on.the Pest side of
the river now). Large statues of Arpad and the other elewon Magyar chiefs
who came and took over Hungary, way back. Also twice-lifesize statues of
14 Hungarian heroes. After 1918 five Hapsburg were melted down and replaced
by heroes who were more Hungarian. Tomb of unknown warrior ia front. Nice
park behind with a cluster of bogus castles representing successive stages
of Hangary's history. Then on past the Parliament building and some ancient
Turkish baths, up to Castle Hill, where we disembarked and were walked round
the palace (viceregal) and associated buildings. Idilco very chatty. Refers
to Hapsburgs in quite a different tone of voice from that used by our guide
in Schonbrunn. Matthias Church (king not saint) inaccessible because of
Mass., Two bands playing, competitively, in the sugzre outside, but I
patronise three brilliant boy trumpeters. Fisherman's bastion, very
grandiose but is only a belvedere, Idilco at last stops chatting and
releases us.

Lunch on goulash soup in a courtyard cafe recommended by Idelco,
with Fred and Margery and the Cheltenham couple, ? and another Margery.

Then down the hill and across the Eliza beth Bridge to St Stephen's cathedral.
Like most of the major buildings in Budapest it was built in the second half
of the 19th dentury. There are few really old things here. Puzzled by
signs to the shrine of Szent Jobb, I wondered who he was, but it turned out
to be the shrine of the holy hand, namely the hand of Stephen, the King who
brought Hungary to Christianity. Went on to the great synagogue, outside
only because it closed at 1, Very impressive, Stri‘ed brickwork, rather
like Keble College. I realised at this point that I'd brought the map
supplied by the hotel (showing restaurants and nightclubs) instead of my own
(showing the sights I'd decided to seé. Still, T found the ethnographic
museum because I knew it was near Parliament, and viewed a very interesting
display of costume, farming methods, village life and festivals and so on.
Taped guide provided, but it kep¥ going back to the beginning every time I
stopped,it, so I gave up on it,

Decided to take the metro back (carefully planned so that I would
end rear a metro station) but had no correct coin for the ticket machine, the
booking office was closed, one family I approached for change were trying to
get some from me and the next couple thought I was begging. So I walked
back over the Chain Bridge, built by a Scotsman, up the funicular and down the
other side of Castle Hill to the hotel. Nice walk, but I wanted a ride on
the metro. Wished too, afterwards, that I'd gone the other way to the
National Museum and seen the crown jewels, Too much to fit in.
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with him suggesting (I think) that I should rub horse liniment on ite
Evening stroll afterwards down a rather tatty backstreet with glimpses
of an unattainable wood.

Tuesday Breakfast laid cut in an unaccountable way, but including for
18th for the first time some elements of cooked breakfast., Have

mine with George and Enid, George very surprised to find that
I am a clergyman, Why? Eva turns up to be our guide. ~Billed as "a
large blond", which she is, but a middleaged one. We are warned that she
will talk a lot about Karl IV, which she does but just as much about Charles
P of W, who obviously has fingers in several charitable and refurbishing
affairs over here. Drive across the River Vltava (or Moldau) and up the
back of Castle Hill (Prague), also known as Hradcan. Visited the Strahovsky
monastery, newly repossessed by Praemonstratensians. It has one of the
largest libraries in Europe because it was one of the few not closed down
by Josef II (and got the books from the ones that were)o We looked down from
there at Mala Strana, the district between it and the river, where most of
the embassies now are, Thence past former noble residencies and the arch-
bishop's palace to the Royal Palace, built pre~Hapsburg but altered and
added to by them. Carl IV was involved with this (father of Anne of Bohemia
Richard II's wife and son of John of Luxembourg killed at Crecy). Also
Matthias, but not the same Matthias as in Budapest, Czerny Palace is now
the Foreign Ministry and was where Jan Masaryk fell or was pushed from a
window. President now lives in part of Palace and sentries mount guard,
looking tidy but not impressive. St Vitus cathedral (why is he so popular?)
fairly new and well kept. Glass pre- and post-war and very attractive but
I couldn't find a guide to it in any language. Book of remembrance in the
War Memorial chapel has names of people buried (or serving in) East Anglia
and other parts of England. Shrine of Sv Vaclav (Wenceslas to us). Oddly
decorated chapel, great press of people peering in. He was Regent but not
King of Bohemia. Small street where gunsmiths and alchemists worked very
packed with tourists.,. Maria Thersa's name on a building, but she never
came her. It was an institute she founded for distressed noblewomen.

Eva keptus briskly moving, sometimes saying c&?ortingly (and
falsely) that it would all be downhill from now on. Saw the window from
which the defenestration of the Hapsburg ministers took place, leading to the
30 Years War. Down the hill and past St Mikulas Church (highly '
commended by Eva but no one wanted to stop and look). On to Charles Bridge,
just like the postcardse. Many saintly statues, musicians, stalls selling
paintings, postcards, jewellery, dolls, china, but not aggressively. Lots
of strollers, but plenty of room. Views up and down stream and up to the
Castle Hill and across to the 0ld Town with hills behind, Very good.

Only ten minutes allowed, then on to the 0ld Town Square -
two churches, Rathaus, lots of very picturesque houses, nearly all rebuilt
after war damage as in Warsaw, Eva departed, I lunched in the Square
with Fred and Margery on a substantial salad with egg and tuna and cheese,
and Pilsener, of course. Beer is cheaper than coffee and goes farther.

Solo excursion in the afternoon. Back over the bridge and
went to the bypassed St Mikulas. Very baroque, but the "marble" statues
are of wood covered with powdered and polished chalk. Mikulas turns out to
be Nicholas, and there he was over the altar being handed his three bags of
gold on a salver by a cherub. Apotheosis of Nicholas painted very beauti-
fully on the ceiling. This was a Jesuit tool to help catholicise the Czechs
after the 30 Years War. Then the gardens of the Ledebour palace on the
slope of the Castle Hill. Baroque and e legant but with a great many steps.
Glad of my hat, Afterwards the gardens of the Wallenstein palace, larger
and flatter but not so attractive. Mostly ponds and clipped beech hedges.
large palace now the Ministry of Culture, Wallenstein was a sort of Thomas
Wolsey. Rose to great eminence during the 30 Years War, knocked down several
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borrow one of their paper yarmulkas, Without a kirby grip it kep flggzing

off, which was embarassing, but it was only needed in that place, The last
museum had a display of art from the concentration camp Terezin (Theresianstadt)
Mlany oif the paintings were by children, with their names on, and dates of

death because they all went on to Auschwitz. 0f 15,000 children in the camp
100 survived. The paintings were mostly unremarkable, the sort a child

would bring home from school. Very poignant. _

Had to go back to Charles Bridge one more time, but just sat
on the parapet and looked at the views and the people.

Out in the evening to a performance of Czech folk dance. No
meal involved, so had a quick buffet at the hotel. The girls came with us
in the bus but peeled off because they wanted to have their Czech dinner,
sitting in the Square. They missed last night with us because they had
managed to get four tickets for La Traviata at the Prague Opera! (Heard
later that they had actually had an Italian meal, in a cellar). The
dancing was excellent. All sorts of different styles, for which they
changed into different appropriate costumes, (even down to the shoes). A
group of only ten. A few duets, others with all of them. The band played
by themselves in between - fiddles, clarinet, cello, cimbalon and (sometimes)
bagpipe. We were in the second row, so saw very well. Another very
enjoyable evening. (I had partly chosen this tour because it offered the
folk evenings. Will watch out for the Czechs at Llangollen). In the
interval, an American recognised my Royal Stewart! tie. Ughe Set him
right, politely.

Thursday The day I forgot to write my journall Another travelling
20th day. From Prague we went through Southern Bohemia, a land
of woods and forests, Paused at Cesky Budowice (where
Budweiser comes from) to look at the town square. Hapsburgs gave grants

for the building up of Cesky B because it was a Catholic town among a
hussite contry population. So fine s0lid buildings and lots of Maria
Theresa yellow (which really ochre), Fine Neptune statue in the Square.
811 round the ddge of the square schoolchildren were drawing wigwams and
Red Indians and so on on large lengths of paper joined together. It was
hard to find a teacher who spoke German or English to ask what was going on.
At last, one told me that they were trying to draw the longest picture in
the country. She couldn't tell me what they would do with it when they'd
done. Some small bcys had progressed beyond graphic art and were playing
cowboys and Indians, with water pistolse. One small girl was sitting on a
corner of the picture to prevent it blowing about, looking very virtuous
and having cleverly found a way of doing nothing at all,

Next stop, Cesky Krumlov, former seat of the Schwarzenbergs

(one of their seats, anyway). 01d town in the loop of the river (Vltava).
Castle along a ridge on the other bank, Very small compact town, but easy
to get lost in. Spent a while in the town church, John Baptist. Then
luched on fried carp, local delicacy raised in the Schwarzenbergs' very
extensive fish ponds. It came as a steak and a tail, not a very interesting
taste, rather bony but that was probably because I was unused to it.
Decided that I wouldn't bother with the castle, then decided that I must, so
climbed the hill and "did" it quite swiftly (not much entry to the buildings
anyway) and reached the bus in time, unlike two couples who got lost in the
castle. Cur first delay.

On our next lap we got diverted (road up?) along quite a small
country road, winding through the woodse. Like a thriller when they take to
a quiet side road, hoping to cross the frontier where there is no frontier
post. We did actually cross back into Austria near Vyssi Brod, and there
was considerable delay while the Austrian police checked Martin's tachcgraph
and evidently asked some awkward questionse Eventually got back to the
Hotel Radisson outside Salzburg about 7. Supper was '"included" in the tour
so we sat on at our round tables and chatted, All identifiable now.
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a good meal and reading my paper, unchivviede Then to the Sct Andra

Kirche, reconstructed since being bombed by the Americans, and evidently
revived in other ways too. "Charismatic Mass " once a month, Modern

mural above the altar. Crucifixe Peter and Andrew below, each with his own
cross, diagonal or upside-down, and the symbols of the four evangelists. All
in flaming pinks and orange. In the war memorial chapel a mural, rather like

Coventry's, of Christ in a mandela, but this a risen Christ, displaying his
wounds. '

Back by bus. Saturday ones not so frequent so got quite wet as
I waited for the second one. I thought I would look silly wearing a sunhat in
the downpour so have squashed it into my suitcase, W1l it ever recover?
Small reunion in the airport. Got my hand luggage backe. (I had wondered if
I would, and realised my boarding card was in it). Quick flight bak. Landed
at the north terminal, having flown out from south terminal, so took a little
while to get to the right carpark, To my great relief the car ad was still
there and b) started. To my b and b, which was adequate but not at all like
Harmonie ro Olympic. No towel, breakfast to be eaten on the lap in the bedroom,
and the wardrobe door came off in my hand. Went to walk inthe quite ordinary
town of Horley feeling that I had to stretch my legs but also quite worn oute.

Really quite an exhausting ten days. Mental adjustment between
all the different dynasties, cultures, languages and currencies. Feel rather
proud that I used up of changed nearly all the foreign notes (except for 2000
forints still presumably somewhere in my baggage). It is certainly the way of
making sure that you see a lot of places, but independent travel means that you
can spend a little longer poking around and absorbing. The fellow travellers
were a nice lot, and not too many of them, but I didn't exchange any addresses
and resisted the idea of a group photo because it was not a time for making
lasting friendships. I was quite surprised to find that some of them do this
every year. When George asked if anyone knew good places to go on holiday
I could only offer to tell him of some well-appointed church halls. My real

suggestions of Ventnor and Nottingham were scorned. I'm glad I did take this
chance, because I don't suppose I would ever have got to Prague or Budapest on
my own, and certainly not all the places in between. I shall remember Martha's

and Prague 0ld Town Square and the Wiener Staatsoper and Grinzing and sailing
down the Danube and the folk dancing, but especially Charles Bridge. For years

I've wanted to go there and walk on ito Now I've been there, done that.

Sunday Back to real lifeo Drove to Tunbridge Wells to join Penny and

25rd Adam in time for 10 o'clock churche Got there before™any oI them
were dressed. Family serviceo Reading for the children was

Noah's ark, giving them a chance to wander about in twos. For the rest of us it
was the daily morning and evening offering in the Temple (they are doing Exodus).
Curate, looking like a fifth former but in his second curacy, preached
adequately if unconfidently about it. Light lunch. Met the owners of Penny
and Adam's hoped for next house. Walked in the park with Penny, Megan and Ross,
while Adam had a kip. Megan seems to accept my presence. Then Adam minded
the children while I had a lie down. Early tea for the children. Grown-up
meal for us with salmon Adam's way (sauce with nutmeg and cinnamon) and we
watched a comic romance on videos Flaked out very readily on my sleeping bag
on the sitting room floor.

Monday Nipped out early and got my case out of the car. Repacked. All
24th unwanted things and dirty clothes into the Central European case.
All wanted for the next few days into the U.K.bag. Achieved
before greatneice or greatnephew were awake to help. Adam poorlye. Penny
worn out with Ross's teething (there are benfits in sleeping downstairsO. Hag
mg breakfast with :iegan who conversed with me (unintelligiblyQ. Left soon.
after treakfast. Mitchelham Priory the first moneysworth visit, but shut on

Mondays so went on a bit and walked in Abbot's Wood by the River Cuckmere.
Then on to Eastbourne to Elaine Pillow (fellow pilgrim) for lunch.
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