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The new contracts for the subsidised Bus

Services 1§ and 19 commence on Sunday

10 T 1 o A e, 1 gil
10" December — or for us Monday 11V

hancementis over the existing services
included in the new contracts. We have
managed to get one (major) enhancement,
but as yet the others lie on file in the OCC.
We have managed to get OCC 1o have the
new services operated by low-floor buses,
which is a major step forward over the
existing fleet used. These new buses
should enable young mothers with prams
and toddlers, and the rest of us oldies, get
on and off rather more easily than now.
We also feel that introducing a low-floor
fleet will increase the usage by Bampto-
nians, and people from other parishes, and
help secure the future of the services.

Where we failed to get movement from
OCC was on the provision of an evening
service for the Service 19, where we were

betause

constraints,

know what 1

issue again shortly with
Government and OCC
want people to reduce car usage then we
need reliable evening services as well.

The Parish Council also asked OCC to
look at re-routing the Oxford Service 18
along the Botley Road as it used to, and
not along the A40, since this is the main
reason that some of the 18 (18A) and 19
services need to meet in Aston and not
Bampton Market Square, because of the
traffic congestion at peak times on the
Ad40. We were advised, however, that
other parishes had requested the status quo
and OCC decided not to change the route.
We had also asked if the Service 19 could
be routed via Sainsbury’s supermarket in
Witney, but again this request was turned
down, apparently because none of the bus

services which

Sainsbury’s 15 well used, and these ¢
vices are going to be re-routed themselves
away from Sainsbury’s.

to the ¥

will be withdrawn, since it was not well

used.. The new schedules should be avail-
able on the buses, and on the Stagecoach
(which remains the operator) website be-
fore they commence.

While Stagecoach is supposed io intro-
duce the new buses from the start of the
contract, OCC has advised that it may take
them a month or two to complete the
changeover, since they have to buy sig-
nificant numbers of the new buses, and it
may not be possible to have them all de-
livered by 11™ December. However, the
OCC expects that the new fleets will be in
service by end January 2007 - is it that
time of year already? - at the latest.

Use It or Lose It

Merry Christmas to all
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Bampton Village
Hall

An excellent venue for meetings, classes, parties,
performances & fund-raising events.
Main hall with stage, curtains, lights & piano.

Well equipped kitchen and servery
with separate locked bar.
Badminton court marked and
equipment available.
Disabled toilet facilities.
Lettings Officer: Martin Barrett,
The Post Office, Bridge Street, Bampton
Telephone: 01993 850304

Sale of Alcohol in the Village Hall

The Village Hall has a Premises Licence which includes the retail sale of alcohol
for consumption on the premises. This is regulated by the Designated Premises
Supervisor (DPS) who is Alan Clarke of The Horseshoes, Bridge Street, Bampton

Tel: 01993 850201.

A reminder to all hirers of the Hall who wish to sell alcohol at any function that
they must contact Alan Clarke in good time either to arrange for him to run the
bar or to give his permission for a bar to be run by the hirers. The bar in the Hall
is kept locked and permission to use this area must be arranged with Alan Clarke.

Abingdon Touring Theatre Company

The Abingdon Touring Theatre Company is delighted to be returning to Bampton
Village Hall on January 5™ and 6™ with our third production — Aesop’s Fables by
Stephen Balchin. This production is suitable for all ages and combines stories
from Aesop’s life with the fables that made him famous.

Tickets can be purchased from Bampton Post Office and cost £7.50 (full-price),
£6.50 (concessions) and £20 (family ticket — two adults and two children).

We look forward to welcoming you to a performance!

BAMPTON €250’ CLUB

A monthly lottery which raises money for The Bampton Village Hall and The

Bampton Youth Centre.
MAY £25 133 Mirs Pat Smith The Lanes
£15 024 Miss D Mansfield New Road
£15 152 Mr Mark Snow c/o Bushey Row
£15 084 Mrs Willis Landells
JUNE £100 048 Mrs Barney Calais Dene
£25 079 Mr A Knight Chandler Close
£15 087 Mrs N Jenkins New Road
£15 117 Mr Bob Weller New Road
£15 224 Miss Buckingham Bowling Green Close
JULY £25 143 Mrs Ruth Wheeler Bowling Green Close
£15 059 B. Radband Chandler Close
£15 217 Mirs J Granville Church Street
£15 247 Mirs C Hawcutt Broad Street
AUGUST £25 194 Mr Selwood The Lanes
£15 025 Mirs Poole Chetwynd Mead
£15 044 Mr C Foreshew c/o Church View
£15 077 Mrs D Knight Chandler Close
SEPTEMBER £100 153 Barry Picton Church Street
£25 117 Bob Weller New Road
£15 021 Mr K Mullis Lavender Place
£15 106 Mr A Allinson New Road
£15 013 Martin Adams St Mary’s Court

o

Movies on the Move
in Bampton Village Hall
Thanks to continued funding from the
West Oxfordshire Network Leader +
Programme The Theatre, Chipping
Norton is able to bring up to date
films to Village Halls. Bampton Vil-
lage Hall is taking part in this project
and films are currently being shown
on the 1% Wednesday of every other
month. The cost of putting these
films on will increase as the start-up
subsidy is withdrawn and an audience
of about 40 is needed if the films are
to continue. Please put the date in
your diary NOW and bring your
friends — the quality of the films is
excellent and it is on your doorstep!
Wednesday, 3™ January 7.30pm
‘Stand by Me’
Tickets £3.00 are on sale at The Cot-
ton Club for 2 weeks in advance and
at the door.
‘Special Christmas Presents from
Bampton’

Ann Manly Print - St Mary’s
Church from the Shillbrook ford
Well known local artist, Ann Manly,
kindly allowed the Friend’s of St
Mary’s to have 150 prints made from
her evocative water colour of this well
known view — surely every child has
paddled and fished in the brook,
played Pooh Sticks at the bridge and
fed the chickens nearby! A few of
these individually numbered and
signed prints - £30.00 - are still avail-
able from Jomathan Phillips Tel:

01993 850321.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Methodist Chapel
Sunday December 3™%: Christmas

Carols, The Romany, 8pm

Sunday December 10™: Carols by
Candlelight 6pm

Sunday December 24™: Family
Service at 11am

St Mary’s

December 24™: Midnight Mass
11.30pm

December 25™: Family Eucharist
10.30am

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic
Church, Carterton

December 25™: Mass 9.00am - St.
Mary’s Church,, Bampton

For other services and more
information, please see notice board
in Church porch or Tel: 01993

842463

BAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

By David Hawkins, Vice Chairman

Concerns about Station Road Chi-
cane: Parish Councillors continue to
receive concerns about the safety of
the Station Road chicane. We have
relayed these concerns to Oxfordshire
Highways and you will note from
their reply in mid July (printed in full
later in this Beam) that they also have
noted the aggressive nature of a few
motorists heading at speed out of the
village. Highways continue to moni-
tor all 4 chicanes and we have been
promised two places at the meeting
that OCC will hold to decide the way
ahead. Please call me on 851066 if
you have any suggestions that I can
relay to Highways.

HGV's on Buckland Road: The 18
ton weight limit on Tadpole Bridge,
introduced in mid August, is working
well but not without a few transgres-
sions. If you see large HGV's which
are obviously loaded and heading
along Buckland Road; please record
their registration numbers and any
markings on the vehicle and pass
these details to the clerk on 851476.
Extensive Use of Recreation
Ground: No less than 5 football
pitches are being used as we start the
new football season. Five senior
teams plus 5 youth teams are now
using our great facilities and much
credit must go to Ray Willis, our Pa-
vilion Manager, for rearranging the
siting of the 5 pitches. We understand
that about 150 youngsters are regis-
tered with the various youth
teams. Unfortunately the rabbit popu-
lation has decided to invade the Rec-
reation Ground and all sports manag-
ers have to fill the many holes before
each game. Various measures have
been used to reduce their numbers
but, in the end, we may have to sur-
round the pitches with a well designed
but expensive fence.

Renovation of Tennis Courts: After
10 years of use the 2 tennis courts
badly needed a face lift. This has now
been completed and the Tennis Club
are hopeful that membership of their
club will now increase signifi-
cantly. Membership is extremely
cheap (children pay only £5 per year)
and, if you are interested, please call

Karen Easterbrook, Tel: 850772 or
Andrew Mann,

Bollard Outside the Butchers: At
last!! after several reminders to the
County Council, the bollard that was
broken when thieves ram-raided the
bank many months ago, has been re-
placed.

Tennis Court Improvements: The
tennis courts have been resealed and
repainted recently and are now in ex-
cellent condition. Our thanks go to
WODC for their grant of £1260 to-
wards this project from their Sport &
Active Recreation fund. We now need
lots more people to use this great fa-
cility. Subs are probably the lowest in
Oxon, For more information contact
Karen Easterbrook Tel: 850772.

Use if the Pavilion: Please contact
Ray Willis Tel: 01993 852483 or
Mob: 07766 264684 if you would like
to book this excellent facility.

REPORT FROM YOUR
LOCAL POLICE

See the light
By PC Steve Patrick

As with most articles written at this
time of year, I shall make no apology
by opening with a comment about the
evenings having well and truly drawn
in, and that Christmas will soon be
upon us. Returning briefly to the
darker evenings, I would just like to
take this opportunity to remind resi-
dents how timer switches are a cheap
and very effective deterrent against
burglary. Just one timer switch on
your living room lamp could make the
difference between a potential burglar
stopping at your house one evening
when you’re out, or moving onto the
next property that’s in total darkness.
Being the victim of burglary can be an
alarming and distressing experience
but it’s down to each and every one of
us to try and safeguard our own prop-
erty and reduce the chance of becom-
ing a victim.

On a positive note, at the time of writ-
ing this article, an 18 year old man
has recently been arrested who has
admitted to committing in excess of
50 distraction burglaries across the
country, 2 of them being in Bampton.

There is no doubt that he is looking at
a lengthy custodial sentence.

Anti-Social Drivers
BEWARE

Over the summer I had cause to speak
to several drivers down at the recrea-
tion ground car park by the skate
ramps, following complaints about
loud music and would-be rally drivers
performing handbrake turns on the
gravel. Not only is this annoying to
those living close by, but also to the
volunteers who maintain the recrea-
tion ground facilities, which includes
the skate park, who seem to be con-
tinually having to rake and re-rake the
car park gravel.

To those I have already spoken to, and
any other up and coming DJ Paddy
Hopkirks’ out there, let me draw you
attention to Section 59 of the Police
Reform Act 2002. This refers to vehi-
cles being used in a manner which
causes alarm, distress or annoyance to
members of the public. This Act gives
powers to the Police to seize vehicles
from those drivers, or owners, who
fail to heed a warning against the con-
tinuance of such behaviour. The warn-
ing, which is an official one, lasts for
a period of 12 months and applies to
both the driver, or owner, and the ve-
hicle. That is to say, if the same driver
uses another vehicle in a similar man-
ner within 12 months of being
warned, or the same vehicle under the
same circumstances is being used by
different driver, then those vehicles
can still be seized. “Can I get my car
back”? I hear you ask. Well, yes you
can, but currently at a cost of £105 in
respect of the vehicle’s removal and
£12 for each 24 hour period, or part
thereof, during which the vehicle is
impounded. While I’'m quoting Acts
and Sections, can I also point out Sec-
tion 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.
This makes it an offence to drive a
mechanically propelled vehicle, with-
out lawful authority, on common land,
moorland or land not forming part of
the road, or on any road which is a
footpath, bridleway or restricted by-
way. A conviction for this offence
could result in a fine.

I’m not a killjoy, but let’s not tear up
our sports facilities and footpaths, but
use and enjoy them as they were in-
tended - that is for the use of the com-
munity, not the abuse of the minority.
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District Council Report

By Mark Booty West Oxfordshire District Council

In my view, Bampton, Clanfield and
Black Bourton are in, undoubtedly,
one of the best areas in the entire
country to live, and one of my jobs as
District Councillor is to work with all
of the people who live here. The Par-
ish Councils, The County Council and
even National Government try and
keep our area both desirable and vi-
able.
When I first became your Councillor I
certainly took some time to know my
way around the system. Now some
three and a half years later my com-
mittee workload involves:
® Vice Chairman of Licensing
e Vice Chairman of Lowland
Planning
e Human Resources Commit-
tee
e Finance and Management
Overview and Scrutiny
e Best Value Services review
for young people
In addition I represent WODC as a
Director of Cotsway Housing.
Those are the ones where I get to
speak and vote. I will also attend other
committees where I can speak but not
vote unless I am a substitute for some-
one who cannot attend.
Much of the work which goes in can
be decided at District level but equally
many decisions are at County or Na-
tional level so lobbying and applying
pressure to the members of those bod-
ies is also essential. To give some
examples, the recent imposition of the
weight restriction at Tadpole Bridge
was a county decision made after
years of lobbying by Parish, District
and other organisations. The Chicanes
in Bampton came from similar lobby-
ing for Traffic calming.
Both the above changes to the traffic
system go to prove that people seldom
get anything absolutely right first
time. Tadpole Bridge with a weight
restriction has obvious positive impli-
cations to heavy goods vehicle move-
ments, but unfortunately has had an
adverse effect on some very local
businesses who have a more occa-
sional need to use the bridge. Some-
thing has to be done to tidy this up.
The Chicanes, which seem to have

pretty much universal hatred, have
actually lowered the average speed of
vehicles through the village by 10
miles per hour while at the same time
making entering or leaving the village
particularly on Station Road more
exciting than it ought to be. This again
is unfinished business.

We have more housing in both Bamp-
ton and Clanfield. Cotsway Housing
and other Registered Social Landlords
continue to try and develop other sites
and most of the houses which now
become available are being offered to
local people which is something I
fought for at District Council and is
now policy. We still need more hous-
ing but it is essential it is built in the
right places as we will be leaving
whatever we build today as a future
legacy to future generations.

Waste collection and recycling is a
huge issue and it strikes me as odd
that the recycling boxes are the hard-
est things to move around, yet the
wheely bin which contains the resid-
val stuff is easier and this does not
encourage recycling. The reality is
that the whole waste industry is and
will develop new technologies which
will change the way we handle and
collect waste over the coming years,
and anything we do at the moment
(fortnightly collection of wheely bins
if it happens) is a temporary fix.

Much of what we do in our many
meetings involves protecting what we
already have and perhaps take for
granted for example stopping any
creeping deterioration in Health Pro-
vision, Policing, Education, and the
environment in general. These things
which we accept as normal only be-
come topical with most people when
the media make them an issue. But at
Council level they are discussed and
fought for all the time, and when we
succeed in maintaining a service no-
body will notice because nothing has
changed.

There is and will I believe remain a
battle to keep local shops, Post Of-
fices and Public Houses (I think it
would be a good idea to give some of
the District Councils one stop shop
and visitor information centre tasks to

Post offices).

It cannot have escaped your notice
that we have just lost Tinknells from
Clanfield and the hardware shop in
Bampton within a few weeks of each
other. We must encourage new busi-
nesses to promote our local economy.
So at District level the job I try and do
on your behalf is to get improvements
to the District where possible and stop
those policies which make things
WOrse.

Weekly recycling

collections to continue
West Oxfordshire District Council is
reassuring residents that weekly
household recycling collections will
continue as part of its commitment to
boost recycling rates in the District.
Plans are also to add additional recy-
cling with a separate weekly kitchen
waste collection. This will cause a
reduction in residual waste allowing
the non-recyclable bins to be collected
fortnightly. It is forecasted that these
changes will not be implemented until
2008 at the earliest.
“The amount of waste going to land-
fill has to be reduced substantially, so
doing nothing is not an option,” says
Clir David Harvey, Cabinet Member
for Environment. “Because our cur-
rent household waste collection sys-
tem is very popular, we have looked
at all the options available to us and
believe that the one we are proposing
is the best for our residents.”
Clir Harvey continues, “Councils
throughout the country are moving to
fortnightly collections, which cause
concerns that after two weeks food
waste will smell and attract flies, par-
ticularly during the summer. This is
why we are proposing a separate
weekly collection of kitchen food
waste, which will be taken for com-
posting and have the additional ad-
vantage of increasing our recycling.”
The Council is proposing to continue
with its chargeable garden waste col-
lection service, but will be encourag-
ing residents to compost more at
home as part of a general drive to
minimise waste.
Failure to meet Government targets in
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2010 will lead to penalties for authori-
ties who are not diverting enough of
their waste from landfill. The fines
will be high at £150 a tonne and fall
on local tax payers, so all local au-
thorities not currently meeting these
targets are likely to be introducing
new systems. In Oxfordshire there is a
county-wide agreement to reduce
waste and each Council is reviewing
their current waste collections.

Householders go green
for waste collection

scheme
More than 600 tonnes of green waste
from West Oxfordshire households
has been composted instead of land-
filled since the launch of a new Dis-
trict Council scheme six months ago.
More than 2,500 households have
signed up to the Green Waste Scheme
to benefit from fortnightly green
waste collections and help divert their
waste from landfill sites.
The scheme, which includes hire of a
240 litre wheeled bin, was launched in
April following a successful trial in
the District last year. Householders
who joined at the beginning paid £30,
which covered the cost of hiring the
bin and fortnightly collections. It is
still possible for people to sign up for
the six remaining months of the
scheme. The cost for anyone joining
in October is £21.
Collected waste is taken to Agrivert at
Showell Farm, Radcot, where it is
turned into compost. This reduces the
need for peat-based compost and
helps conserve UK peat bogs and their
endangered species, as well as cutting
the amount of waste going to landfill.
This is particularly important because,
as it decomposes, green waste breaks
down to form leachate, a toxic liquid
that can pollute water and soil, and
methane gas, which contributes to
global warming.
ClIr David Harvey, Cabinet Member
for Environment, said the scheme had
so far been a great success and en-
couraged other householders to give it
atry.
He said: “We are all responsible for
cutting waste and reducing the pres-
sure on landfill sites, so it is wonder-
ful that so many tonnes of green waste
have been recycled into a useful prod-
uct like compost.

“With the autumn leaves falling, it is a
good time for people to sign up and
make the most of this service, while
helping the environment.” Anyone
wishing to sign up can do so online at
www.westoxon.gov.uk, by Emailing
green.waste @ westoxon.gov.uk,

West Oxfordshire
Nightsafe Radio Link

set up in Witney
Nightsafe pubs and clubs in Witney
have all been issued with walkie talkie
radios to enable them to communicate
with each other and with the town
centre CCTV Control Room.
A £7,000 Home Office grant was used
to purchase the equipment and 15
licensed premises have been issued
with radios to help tackle alcohol re-
lated crime and disorder and deal
more effectively with known trouble
makers.
Clir Barry Norton, Leader of West
Oxfordshire District Council, said:
“Nightsafe is now operating in 60
premises across the District and each
has agreed a charter, which includes
joining the local Pubwatch scheme,
displaying high visibility posters
about responsible drinking and ensur-
ing that bar staff are trained on man-
aging alcohol misuse. The radio
scheme in Witney will complement
the CCTV scheme and provide addi-
tional ‘eyes and ears’.”
Inspector Andy Higgs, who has re-
sponsibility for Licensing in West
Oxfordshire, said: "The police in Wit-
ney have a good relationship with
licensees and we believe these radios
will assist us in being informed about
incidents earlier and preventing them
escalating. Each premise has been
issued with a handset and a user pro-
tocol and we have been testing the
radios during the World Cup. There
have already been incidents involving
public order and anti social behaviour
in the town centre where the radio has
been used.
Mark Wates, the owner of Nortons
Café Bar in Witney who is supporting
the initiative, said: “The Community
Safety Partnership and Licensees in
Witney have achieved a significant
amount in the past year. We launched
Nightsafe in November, have issued
out over 10,000 spikies, we recently
held a World Cup Nightsafe Cam-

paign, and now each licensed prem-
ises has a radio. It’s a real team effort
and I think during the last year there
have been significantly less problems
in the Town.”

Electric blankets
fail the test

At a recent electric blanket safety
testing session in Witney, 43% were
deemed unsafe to use.

Residents had their blankets tested
free as part of a joint home safety
scheme run by West Oxfordshire Dis-
trict Council and Oxfordshire County
Council. Out of the 86 blankets
brought in for testing in Witney 38
failed, although one of these was re-
paired.

“Although I am pleased that so many
people have brought their blankets in
for testing, the fact that such a high
number were unsafe is extremely wor-
rying,” said Clir David Harvey, Cabi-
net Member for the Environment.
“Faulty blankets are a common cause
of fires and the best advice for anyone
with a blanket that is more than 10
years old, or showing signs of wear, is
to get a new one.”

Electric Blanket

Dangers
Old or damaged electric blankets
cause more than 5,000 fires a year in
the UK. Each year around 20 people
are killed and 100 injured as a result
of such fires. Research has shown that
blankets that are 10 years old, or
older, are responsible for 99% of
these fires.
The danger signs are:
e Worn or frayed fabric
® Scorch marks
e Tie tapes (if originally fitted)
damaged or missing
e Flex worn or damaged
Loose electrical connections
e Damaged or displaced heat-
ing wires (hold the blanket
up to the light to check).
It is advised to always buy new and
look out for a European Certification
Mark such as the new BEAB safety
mark.
For more information on any of the
above please contact:
Samantha Simpson or Carys Davies
Publicity Office Tel: 861616/861615
Mob: 07771 965360.Email -
carys.davies@westoxon.gov.uk.
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CHRISTMAS CRIME 2006

Thames Valley Police

Bill Butcher, Crime Prevention Advi-
sor, gives the following seasonal up-
date: “As I walked along the aisles in
Sainsbury’s during the month of Sep-
tember and noticed the advent calen-
dars on sale I realised that the Christ-
mas season gets earlier each year, not
only for the supermarkets but perhaps
for the criminals too.

“Discretion is the watch word and I
advise you not to keep all your cash in
one place. Be discreet when getting
the money out to pay for the goods,
don’t show how much you have, use a
purse or wallet and extract the amount
you need to tender. I appreciate it’s
not everybody’s cup of tea but con-
sider using your debit card rather than
carrying too much cash. Remember if
you draw cash from the hole in the
wall be aware of people standing too
close and for slight abnormalities to
the equipment. If in doubt don’t use
them. Perhaps you could consider the
cash back facility offered by many
retailers. Instances of such crimes are
rare but you need to be vigilant.
“Having purchased your goods, what
do you do with them? Again be dis-
creet. I know it’s difficult when
you’ve got bag upon bag but do try
and keep your shopping close to you
to avoid having them snatched. Be
aware also, in crowded shopping
malls, that there are some people
ready to pick-a-pocket or steal a purse
from a bag. One way to avoid being
laden down with bags is to make fre-
quent trips back to your car, but this
too may cause a problem. If you do
have to do this then again, be discreet
and as they say in all the best panto-
mimes “Look behind you!” Are there
people loitering, watching what you
are doing? When you return to the
next phase of your shopping ordeal
they could break into your car. When
you place items in your car place
them in the boot out of sight.

“Having finished traipsing around the
shops you arrive home; what then?
Don’t pile all your gifts under a well
lit Christmas tree in a window for all
to see. Most burglaries are opportunist
and if a motivated criminal walks
along a street and sees what he be-

lieves to be his Santa’s grotto he will
try and enter it in order to steal.
“When Christmas is over and all the
presents have been unwrapped don’t
leave the cartons out for the dustman.
What an advert for the criminal. The
box outside tells them that a Play Sta-
tion 3 or X Box is in the adjacent
house. If possible break up the box so
it fits in the bin or take it to the recy-
cling bins away from your home.

“I appear to have given the impression
that the modern day Fagin and his
gang is lurking at every corner, well
actually that’s humbug; West Oxford-
shire is a safe place to live, work and
to shop. All I want you to do is to be
aware and take care. Most criminals
are opportunists and I don’t want you
to provide the opportunity.

“Finally talking about crime I will
mention one particular crime that
doesn’t normally come into my remit
as a crime reduction advisor but as
this has a Christmas theme I feel I
must mention it. Drink-Driving is a
very serious crime as a result of which
people get seriously injured or killed.
My advice is don’t drink and drive
and certainly don’t think that you’ll be
below the limit simply because
you’ve had some sleep since your last
drink. It takes the same amount of
time for alcohol to be absorbed
whether you’re asleep or awake. Hav-
ing said all that I wish you a safe,
secure and a very happy Christmas.”
Victoria Bartlett

Oxfordshire Communications Officer

WhosMyBobby.co.uk

A new website called
www.whosmybobby.co.uk, officially
launched in September, has already
attracted over 45,000 hits.
So what does
WhosMyBobby.co.uk
have to offer?

eEach parish in West Oxfordshire has
a dedicated Police Neighbourhood
Team and www.whosmybobby.co.uk
enables internet users in the region to
find their local police officer’s name
and contact details. There’s even a
photo of each officer so they can be
easily recognised and a team poster
which can be downloaded,;
eMonthly updates from the
Neighbourhood Sergeants and press
releases provide regular information
on what’s happening in each local
area;
e Additional features such as competi-
tions will run occasionally and there’s
also a free email sign-up service
which delivers notification direct to
your inbox when new information is
added to the site so why not sign up
today?

‘WhosMyBobby.co.uk -
is an additional information point for
internet users but it won’t replace
uniformed patrols that provide visible
reassurance to communities. Our net-
work of familiar neighbourhood offi-
cers and five Neighbourhood Action
Groups (NAGs) will remain and
WhosMyBobby.co.uk will provide
communities with information on
what is being done to tackle local pri-
orities. Visit the website today to find
out more about your local area.

“\\\\ \m!l//,' S

www. WHOSMYBOBBY.co.uk
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N. J. WOODLEY

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

COMPETITIVE RATES

15 CALAIS DENE, BAMPTON, OXON.
Tel: 01993 850753
Mobile: 07799 655385

The Morris Clown

A True Free House
A better quality insult from your hosts
Tom and Steve

High Street, Bampton, Proud not to do
CAMRA Member Since 1997 Food!
(Campaign for Real Ales)

01993 850217
Darts Aunt Sally

Licensed Integral Function Room
Enjoy the contemporary atmosphere and Moulin Rouge Décor of this old coaching inn, which is the only pub we
know to have fully absorbed the principle of the emancipation of the fairer sex, with having the ladies toilet
outside! The gents of course is inside in the warm!

Over 100 Guest
Beers a Year

Bar Billiards

WHEELGATE HOUSE
BED AND BREAKFAST

www.wheelgatehouse.co.uk

A delightful B & B in the centre of the pic-
| turesque village of Bampton on the edge of
~ the Cotswolds. Friendly and welcoming,
good food, excellent rooms and service.

Elizabeth Gooddy, Wheelgate House, Market Sq, Bampton,
Oxfordshire, OX18 2JH Tel: 01993851151 / 07796951405
email: wheelgatehouse @hotmail.co.uk

A. SIMMONDS

The Old Fashioned
Village Store

/\ D g
N T

Market Square, Bampton

Tel: 01993 850204

Traditionally Baked
Bread and Cakes

Confectionery

Discounted Toiletries
and
Household Cleaners

Large Range of
Pet Foods & Requisites

Free Local Delivery

HAIRDRESSERS
DRESSMAKERS
Have Your Scissors
SHARPENED

Tony Hughes
10 St Mary’s Court
Weald, Bampton
Oxon. OX18 2HX
Tel: 01993 851458

CEwn-EON
CEHOZPCORE
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Oxfordshire Highways Report

@ e
Bampton: Station Road Chicane Investigation
(Excerpt)

A. Summary
The chicane is:-

e fulfilling the objective by reducing traffic speeds in both directions at that location.
reducing the traffic speed from approximately 40mph (pre chicane) to approximately
30mph (post chicane) at the site.
deemed as safe as there has been no reports of accidents directly associated with
the chicane since its construction and has been assessed by the County's Road
Safety Team.
to remain unaltered with the recently installed additional advanced warning traffic

® signs.
It is the conclusion of Oxfordshire County Council from these results that the observed aggression at the chicane is the due to
driver behaviour and inappropriate traffic speeds of traffic leaving Bampton approaching the chicane and having priority over
traffic entering.

Therefore drivers need to be educated to adhere to the imposed traffic speed restriction and to drive appropriately to the road
conditions within Bampton.

B. Survey Objectives

To measure the traffic speeds in both directions at certain points along Station Road to determine if the
observations made by the Safety Audit team were valid that the northbound traffic are approaching the
chicane above the 30 mph speed regulation imposed on the road.

C. Survey Methodology

Traffic speeds were measured in both directions for a period of 14 days 24 hours at point along Station Road for a total dis-
tance of 307m from Landells Junction to the bend north of the chicane.

The data was collected automatically and a summary of the speeds at hourly intervals was

collated.

D. Results

The chicane speed was measured in July 2005 which measured the 85%ile ranging from 30.7 to 31 mph northbound traffic
and 28.8 to 29.2 mph for southbound traffic.

The traffic speed before the chicane was installed was measured in June 2003 and measured the 85%ile ranging from 41.4 to
42.5 mph northbound traffic and 39.8 to 40.9 mph for southbound traffic.

The results show the following:-

Northbound traffic are travelling above the 30mph speed regulation within Bampton and seem to ignore the advanced warn-
ing traffic signs warning them of on coming traffic in the middle of the road ahead and the reduced visibility due to the
boundary wall and the bend. The traffic speed dips marginally just before the chicane but still above 30mph then once
through the chicane northbound traffic speed increases significantly by 10mphto its cruising speed within 18m from the chi-
cane suggesting aggressive driver behaviour as they have priority over the southbound traffic.

Southbound traffic decelerates as they approach the chicane and a significant volume of traffic travel through the chicane at
30mph before accelerating above 30 mph in the 30mph speed restriction within Bampton a similar pattern seen with the
northbound traffic

E. Conclusion

Both south/northbound traffic are travelling above the 30mph speed restriction imposed within Bampton which proves that
the chicane influence on traffic speeds is limited to the chicane only and other traffic calming features are necessary within
Bampton in support of the chicane to encourage lower traffic speeds with Bampton.

Northbound traffic are ignoring advanced warning traffic signs and restricted visibility which indicates familiarity of the site
and the drivers know they have priority ahead which increase their confidence they will not held up.

Northbound traffic accelerate significantly immediately after leaving the chicane still within the speed restriction indicating
aggressive driver behaviour and demonstrating their dominance over southbound traffic due to the priority system.

The observed aggression is due to the inappropriate speed and aggressive behaviour by northbound drivers who are refusing
to drive appropriately to the conditions of the area and to the speed regulations which confirms the observations reported by
the Safety Auditors.

Therefore chicane and associated traffic signs are to remain as both directions of traffic speeds have been successfully re-
duced by approximately 10mph at the chicane which achieves the objective of the chicane.
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ALETTER TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
REGARDING THE SAFETY AUDIT CHECKS ON THE
CHICANES

Dear David

Bampton Traffic Calming

Oxfordshire County Council routinely conducts Safety Audit checks by independent engineers on any highway scheme to
ensure that any modification to the highway will not introduce any safety hazard to the travelling public.

Such audits are routinely carried out during the design stage and what is called a Stage 4 Safety Audit is carried out at a suit-
able period after construction. This particular audit is to assess the safety of the scheme after the public have been granted
sufficient time to familiarise and adjust to the new arrangement.

A Stage 4 Safety Audit has recently been carried out on this scheme which has identified a few concerns.

As you have kindly brought to my attention in the past the bollards adjacent to the live carriageway on some chicanes are
vulnerable to being struck by passing vehicles and the auditors are concerned that the chicanes are not conspicuous. This is to
be addressed by replacing all the bollards at risk of being struck with rebound, highly reflective non-illuminated bollards
manufactured by TMP Ltd.

Also highlighted is the likelihood of on-carriageway ponding in the vicinity of the chicanes due to the undulating nature of
the carriageway. This cannot be completely eliminated, however to reduce the hazard at the chicanes verge grips will be in-
stalled to allow surface carriageway water to gain access to the adjacent ditch where possible or be allowed to pond off car-
riageway and soak away safely in the verge.

Auditors expressed concern regarding the chicane located on Station Road and what appears to be high approach speeds of
the northbound traffic towards the chicane and the driver's reluctance of the north traffic to allow southbound traffic suffi-
cient space to complete their manoeuvre should the southbound traffic be caught within the chicane or 'tail gating' behind a
larger vehicle, resulting in some cases of aggressive exchanges and the potential of resulting in an accident.

There has been neither evidence nor written reports of accidents occurring at the chicane and those reported verbally are cir-
cumstantial. Therefore at this stage it is thought the current situation is due to the driver's inappropriate response to the situa-
tion with the apparent disregard to proceed with due care and attention necessary and is not due to any fault of either the de-
sign or construction as this situation is peculiar to this particular chicane.

Also our County Council Traffic Safety Officer stated after observing this chicane recently ‘this general type of treatment
(i.e. single lane capacity created by build out(s) have been quite widely used at the entries to villages in the county over the
past 5 years and more. In general they appear to work satisfactorily in safety terms (as measured by injury accidents re-
ported to the police in the immediate vicinity of the build out) although it is by no means uncommon to see evidence of vehi-
cle strikes etc which are presumably in the main damage only incidents’.

It is recognised the wall on the corner behind the west footway in Bampton on the north approach to the chicane is restricting
the advanced visibility of the chicane. However the wall falls outside the recommended safe sighting distance for a 30mph
speed limit to the narrowing. Also there is sufficient advance warning traffic signs which are there to notify drivers they are
approaching a narrowing and to proceed with caution with the likelihood of on coming traffic within the narrowing which the
driver should be prepared to stop if necessary.

As it is thought to be inappropriate traffic speed approaching the chicane it is the County's intention to monitor and review
the situation in 6 months. As part of the monitoring regime speed checks will be taken in both directions either side of the
chicane in the attempt to demonstrate if traffic speed is a significant contributory factor.

I will notify you when the work outlined in this letter will be carried out and keep you informed of the 6 monthly review.

In general I am sure you will agree the scheme has succeeded in the main objective of reducing the traffic speed at the chi-
cane locations in both directions.

Yours sincerely

Ralph Green

Assistant Engineer- Transport Projects Implementation

Bampton Footpaths

Do you run or walk the footpaths around Bampton? If so you will want to see them in a fit state to use all year round.
BEWG tries to ensure this by reporting any problems to get the path restored to its proper condition. The BEWG committee
is small and there are a lot of .paths around Bampton. Quite a challenge to monitor them all ourselves. We would therefore
welcome as much help as possible from those who use the paths in letting us know where work is needed. If you would be
willing to adopt a path or paths, take a walk up to 4 times a year spread across the seasons, and report any difficulties to me,
please contact me, details below. With your help I can then set up a scheme to try to cover all the footpaths and hopefully
keep them all well maintained.

Even if you do not want to be part of the scheme you can report any problems to me. You can reach me Tel: 01993 850414
Email: grayner @btinternet.com or at Brook House, Bridge Street.
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Bampton Physiotherapy & Associates

By Fiona Farmer MCSP DipMDT

The 5" June 2006 saw a new venture
for Bampton at Bushey Court. Fiona
Farmer, Physiotherapist has worked in
the Bampton area since 1994 and
moved into the old Garden Trading

possible using exercise and posture to
produce long-term, lasting, independ-
ent relief from pain and disability.
Fiona lectured for the McKenzie Insti-
tute both in the UK and worldwide for
10 years and
i she remains
Associate Fac-
W ulty with the
Institute.
Fiona has also
practised Acu-
puncture  for
17 years and
continues  to
update  her
knowledge
and skills on a
regular basis.
| She is a mem-
ber of the
Acupuncture
Association of
Chartered

Bampton Physiotherapy

Physiothera-

shop on Bushey Row, as a permanent
home for her expanding business.
Fiona Farmer MCSP DipMDT.

Fiona has been a Physiotherapist for
20 years, specialising in muscu-
loskeletal Physiotherapy and Sports
injuries. She qualified in Nottingham
in 1986 and worked within the Na-
tional Health Service in various posts
until 1992. Shortly after qualifying,
Fiona became involved in sports
Physiotherapy and was Physiothera-
pist to the British Paralympic Asso-
ciation, attending Paralympic Games
in Seoul, Barcelona and Atlanta as
well as many other trips with teams
abroad.

After a period working at the National
Sports Centre, Bisham Abbey, she
travelled to New Zealand for 3
months to study at the world-famous
Mckenzie Institute and now holds a
Diploma in Mechanical Diagnosis and
Therapy (one of around 20 people in
the UK to do so). McKenzie Therapy
is a much researched and validated
method of treating back, neck and
joint pain by putting the patient at the
centre of the treatment and where

pists, a body
who regulate and train practitioners.
Acupuncture can be useful for pain
relief in a wide range of conditions
from headache and migraine to ar-
thritic knees and other joints and can
be useful when used in connection
with other therapies.

Fiona is currently undertaking a part-
time MSc in Professional Studies
through the Robert Gordon University
in  Aberdeen
and also in the
final stages of
completing
studies in Bo-
wen Therapy.
Bowen Ther-
apy is a gentle
remedial ther-
apy of muscle
rolling which
has been
shown to pro-
duce benefit in
a wide range
of conditions |
from  aches
and pains in

spine to asthma, hay-fever, jaw prob-
lems, chronic fatigue, bed-wetting and
sinus problems. She is looking for
volunteers to receive FREE therapy to
complete her case studies for the
qualification and so if you have some
kind of problem and would like to
know more please ring the clinic Tel:
01993 851753 and ask to speak to her.
Fiona is skilled in all aspects of Reha-
bilitation from post-operative care to
back pain, manipulation, Clinical Pi-
lates and core stability training as well
as sports injuries and chronic condi-
tions. She lives in Bampton with her
husband and 2 children who attend
local schools.
Sarah Showan MCSP MSc BSc
(Hons) Physiotherapy

Sarah joined the practice in October
2005 and brought a host of skills with
her. She qualified in 1993 from
King’s College, London and holds an
MSc in manipulative Physiotherapy.
She has also studied Clinical Pilates
and runs 3 Pilates classes a week for
the practice. Pilates is especially valu-
able in the long-term management of
back problems and provides a means
of strengthening the core to prevent
future back problems. The practice
boasts a range of Pilates equipment
including a reformer table and trapeze
equipment for individual use by pa-
tients as well as running group

joints  and

Reception
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classes.
Sarah is also skilled in the treatment
of sports injuries and also taping for
injury as well as other forms of hands-
on therapy, muscle retraining and
manipulation. She lives in Witney
with her husband and 2 small chil-
dren.
Pilates classes:
Mondays 10.30 — 11.30 at Bampton
Youth Centre
Wednesdays 10.30 -11.30 at Bampton
Youth Centre
Thursdays 8pm -9pm at Bampton
Bush Club.
Classes are run in sets of 6 classes and
booking is essential.

Liz Jeffrey Personal Trainer and

Sports Massage Therapist

Liz works at the Witney lakes resort
as a trainer and attends the practice as
required for sessions of sports mas-
sage. Whether you require post-
exercise massage or thorough neck
and back, Liz can provide it at your
convenience.
Steve Christie Yoga Teacher
Steve is an experienced yoga teacher
who runs a class for us every Wednes-
day evening in the dining room of the
Bush Club. Steve believes in slow
relaxing poses for maximum relaxa-
tion and flexibility. The class runs
from 7.15 -8.45 pm. No booking re-
quired just turn up! A great stress
buster for all ages and abilities (men
welcome too!)

Mary Hopper MSc PgDipEd
DipCPC RGN RSCN RM RCNT -
Counsellor
Mary joins the practice in October 2006
to provide counselling services. She is a
Nationally accredited Counsellor who
is a member of BACP and accredited
by ACC. She is trained in 1% and 2™
level critical incident and trauma work
to include debriefing. Mary is also a
registered adult and child nurse and a
practising Midwife. She is also a senior
Lecturer at Oxford Brookes University.
She sees adults, couples and children
and is keen to begin therapy groups for
people with self-harm/ bulimia and
post-natal depression. She runs training
days and workshops. She is able to
work with depression, anger manage-
ment, self-harm, anorexia and bulimia,
relationship issues, attachment grief and
loss issues around child-bearing, anxi-
ety and panic attacks, phobias and bul-

lying.

Caroline Dew and Clare Holford

Receptionists
Caroline and Clare work together to
provide office skills for the practice.
A great time to call is in the morning
(weekdays) between 9-12 when the
office is usually manned and your
queries can be answered and appoint-
ments made. At other times, if you
leave a message your call will always
be returned as soon as possible.

The Practice
At the practice all our people are fully
qualified and insured. The treatment
we provide aims to be prompt,
streamlined, effective and efficient.
We offer mainstream evidence-based
medical treatment as well as alterna-
tive therapy. We strive to equip our
patients with the skills needed to con-
tinue their own recovery and preven-
tion without the need for treatment for
life. You may be referred for treat-
ment by your Specialist or Doctor and
you may also refer yourself! We can
make contact with Doctors and Spe-
cialists where necessary.
We deal with all the major Medical
Insurance companies and accept pay-
ment by card, cheque and cash. We
are also able to refer for very competi-
tively priced MRI scanning at the
Cobalt Unit at Cheltenham — please
ask us for details.
For all enquiries and appointments
please contact - Tel: 01993 851753,
E m a i 1 -
bamptonphysio @btconnect.com
Or pop in and see us. We offer ap-
pointments weekdays mornings after-
noons and evenings and occasionally
on Saturdays.
Finally, are you a Therapist with full
qualification and insurance? Are you
looking for somewhere to practice?
Give Fiona a call Tel: 01993 851753.

Girlguidin

For girls aged 10 — 14 who
love fun and adventure!

1** Bampton Guide Unit was launched

in February and has gone from

strength to strength. We now have 15

Guides, 4 enthusiastic volunteer lead-

ers/helpers and are officially regis-

tered at Girlguiding UK Headquarters

in London.

We offer an exciting programme of

activities in weekly meetings, days

out and special events. Girls benefit

by:

e making friends and having fun;

e Dbeing encouraged to fulfil their
potential;

e taking part in challenging activi-
ties; and

e Dbeing encouraged to work for the
benefit of the wider community
in which we live.

The Guides have a big input into

choosing activities and so far things

we have got up to include:

e camp fire cooking;

e helping the SPAJERS with
raffle tickets at the Shirt
Race;

e swimming at Carterton Lei-
sure Centre;

e junk modelling;

e watching the Movies on the
Move showing of The Narnia
Chronicles; and

e fitness and healthy eating
badges.

Over the summer we enjoyed a camp

BAMPTON PHYSIOTHERAPY & ASSOCIATES

Fiona Farmer MCSP Dip MDT

Chartered Physiotherapist
Registered with the Health Professions Council
Bushey Court, Bushey Row
Bampton, Oxon OX18 2JU

Tel/Fax 01993 851753

We Treat: Back & Neck Pain, Headaches, Sports Injuries, Joint & Mus-
cle Problems, Rehabilitation, Post-Operative care
We Offer: Exercise Therapy, Mckenzie Therapy, Core Stability Train-

ing, Clinical Pilates, Yoga

=R\

Member of the Organisation of Chartered Physiotherapists in Private Practice ad'l
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at Girlguiding Berkshire’s county
campsite.

We had a variety of weather — starting
off with a torrential down pour whilst
we were pitching our tents followed
by some lovely summer sun.
Amongst other things we cooked all
our meals on wood fires, enjoyed
grass sledging and archery and learnt
new songs at a camp fire with Guides
from other parts of Oxfordshire.

New members aged 10 — 14 are al-
ways welcome - contact Liz and ar-
range to come along to a Guide night
to find out more.

You might also like to check out
www.girlguiding.org.uk/new/guides.
Girlguiding UK generally is so suc-

strong national joining list.

There are a variety of flexible roles
working with girls and young women
from age 5 upwards as well as support
roles including admin and accounts.
In particular in Bampton we are look-
ing for a weekly volunteer to cover
one of our leader’s maternity leave for
1% terms.

You don’t need any experience just
some spare time and bags of enthusi-
asm.

If you were a Guide or leader in the
area in the past we would love to hear
from you and find out how things
have changed.

Contact Liz to find out more.

Tel: 07733 320113 (evenings)

BAMPTON GARDENING
CLUB

CHRISTMAS COFFEE
MORNING

Town Hall 10am - 12noon

Saturday 2™ December

Come and enjoy a cup of
coffee and mince pie.

also

THE AGM
Cheese and Wine

cessful and relevant to modern girls ~ www.girlguiding.org.uk Village Hall
and young women that we are always 7.30pm
on the look out for more volunteer
adults to help reduce our 50,000

Remembrance Day

Remembrance Sunday at the War Memorial. A wonderful turnout again from the Village. The Rev. David Lloyd led the
service, with Jonathan Phillips leading The Royal British Legion delegation. Gary Gummer was the RBL Standard Bearer
this year. Wreaths were laid by the RAF, RBL, Parish Council, Fire Service, Army Cadets, Youth Club, Primary School,
Brownies, and the Junior Church. On the War Memorial itself were 58 crosses donated by Lynne Shuker; one for each of
the Bampton men lost in the two World Wars.

Lest We Forget
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Roger F. J. Kerswill
Photography

Weddings, Christenings, \
Portraits in your home, '
Pets, Social Events,

Copying, Digital,

Phone: 01993 852667

Fax: 01993 852756

Mob: 07990 848566

Email: rogerkphoto @aol.com

Curtain
Choice

Makers of Fine Soft Furnishings
A personal and professional service for
all your
CURTAINS, BLINDS, LOOSE COVERS ETC.
To arrange a home visit and a quote
without obligation telephone:
01993 843103
E-mail: enquiries @ curtain-choice.co.uk
www.curtain-choice.co.uk

THE

POST OFFICE
Bridge Street

Foreign Currency
Stamps
Pensions
Variety of Cards
Stationary
Etc

The new Pension
Scheme is a threat to
the existence of
Bampton’s Post Office.
Please continue to sup-
port us by collecting
your pension here!

RECORD YOUR
MUSIC TO CD

MAC G5, CUBASE, KORG LEGACY DIGITAL COLLECTION
KORG T3, ROLAND DS0. MKS 20 DIGITAL PIANO ete

ALEXANDER
TECHNIQUE

Put balance back in
your life.

Wendy Nicholls
Qualified Teacher

01993 850495

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?

Has your computer broken down?
Hard disk full, or got a virus?
Want to extend your network or
get a wireless connection working?
Need Broadband/ADSL setting up?
Lost important data on your hard disk?
If you need some help, then call

Comp Tech

Computer Services
Tel: 01865 820749
Mobile: 07870 755637
Email: roger@townpond.com

JOHN TOWNSEND

Driver Training

Professional Tuition
in
Manual-Automatic-Trailers

Dual Controlled Cars

at

AFFORDABLE PRICES
Telephone: 01993 851754

Mobile: 07930 522759
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ABBEY PROPERTIES
ESTATE AGENTS

Specialising in the sale of property in
Bampton and surrounding villages

OUR UNRIVALLED KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOCAL
AREA COMBINED WITH OUR PROFESSIONALISM
AND WILL TO ACHIEVE THE BEST POSSIBLE
PRICE AT ALL TIMES MAKES
ABBEY PROPERTIES
THE OBVIOUS CHOICE TO
SELL YOUR HOME

For marketing advice and a free valuation entirely without obligation,
contact YOUR local agent.
MARKET SQUARE, BAMPTON, OXON.
Tel: 01993 851881 or Fax: 01993 850953

See also our Website www.abbey-properties.tv

Electric Yehicles Wtd

Moonraker Lane, Market Square, Bampton, Oxon OX18 2JH
THFE ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPECIALISTS

Regular routine maintenance
24-hour emergency breakdown service

Replacement batteries and chargers
Body repairs and rebuilding facility
New and used vehicle sales department
Charger and battery service facility
Electronic control specialists

* ¥ ¥ ¥ X K X ¥ 0¥

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

For Details Telephone WITNEY (01993) 850714/850025 o

BEAUTY AT HOME

Ladies !
Be pampered in the comfort
of your own home. No park-
ing or baby-sitters to find!

Treatments include:
Luxury Manicures/Pedicures
Facials, Waxing,
Swedish Massage,
Eyelash & Eyebrow tinting &
Original St.Tropez tan system.

Highly Experienced & Qualified
Beauty Therapist.
Just moved locally after over
20 years in London.

Appointments Mon-Fri.

Rachel Sian Way
CIDESCO.CIBTAC
Member of. BABTAC.

Tel: 07774 998520

Spare parts for most makes of vehicle from stock
Service exchange units (diffs, motors, steering boxes)

(1418)
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Dear Editor

Over the last few months I have been
more aware of the younger folk of
Bampton using the War Memorial as
a meeting place, were they eat Chi-
nese and drink alcohol and leave their
rubbish lying about.

I wonder if they are aware of the price
that was paid by men and women,
maybe even some of their relatives,
for this memorial to be constructed in
the first place. How these men and
women felt when they left Bampton to
go to war, not knowing that this in
fact was the last time they were to see
their loved ones.

I feel it is disrespectful and a disgrace
that these young folk feel that it is fine
for them to jump all over and misuse
this place where on Remembrance
Sundays people gather to remember
those who didn’t come back.

So, could parents please spend a little
time just explaining to their children
what the memorial stands for and if
you are aware that it is your young
person/s who I am talking about
please request that they stop misusing
this place that stands for so much to
so many of us who live in Bampton.
Kind regards

Stephen Radband

Fox Close, Bampton

Dear Editor

Old Apple and pear Trees of Bampton
I have an old apple tree in my garden
and I have often wondered about its
age, and by chance when looking
through a magazine I saw an article
about a plant nursery researching old
apple trees in Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire.

I wrote to the nursery and before long
received a phone call from Derek Tal-

LETTERS
and

E-MAILS
TO THE EDITOR

bot very interested to visit my tree.
When he saw my tree he was in-
trigued as it appears to be two trees in
one. In fact he informed me that years
ago people used to cut down old trees
and root new ones by splitting open
the trunk of the old tree and rooting
the new on the old root stock. How-
ever, with my tree it would appear
they may never have cut down the old
tree but just split the trunk and planted
a new tree in the opening. It was diffi-
cult to age the tree but he said not less
than 100 years but probably nearer
150 years old. He also looked at some
of my neighbours’ apple and pear
trees and believes they are a similar
age.

He took away with him some sample
apples from all our trees and is going
to try and match them up with known
varieties. However, there are some
12,000 varieties of apple tree and only
1500 are documented so it is a bit like
searching for a needle in a haystack.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Bampton
turns out to have some long and lost
variety.

Derek wants to come back to Bamp-
ton and search out other old trees
around the Village so if you think you
have an old apple or pear tree please
let me know so I can organise a day
for him visiting trees. He wants to
take cuttings to root some of the old
varieties so they can be saved from
extinction.

BOTLEY FOOTCARE
Rebecca Warner BSc (Hons) (pod)

SRCh MChS HPC Reg

Difficulty cutting your own nails?
Hard skin, corns a problem?

Unable to travel to a Chiropodist Clinic?
Friendly, reliable State Registered Chiropodist

Available for all your footcare needs.
For more information or to arrange a home visit please call:

Tel: 01865 790564

Mary Lynne Winship

Corner Cottage, Church View
Bampton

Tel: 01993 851043

Dear Editor,

Readers may well be aware that the
walk enjoyed over many years along
the river Thames at Tadpole Bridge
from the Trout pub up to Rushey
Lock has been closed. After more
than 23 years of open access the son
of the owner has decided to block the
footpath with a gate and barbed wire
and allow only paying fishermen. This
walk has been enjoyed by many
Bampton residents and I am currently
trying to get the County Council to
modify the definitive map and have
the footpath made a public right of
way.

To achieve this it has to be proved by
documentary evidence that the path
has been used over a period of 20
years or more. Therefore I am gather-
ing evidence from users of the path to
prove that it has been used ‘as a
right’. I freaders would like to help
then proformas can be obtained from
The Cotton Club and returned there
for my attention when completed.
Even if you have only walked the path
on a few occasions it is still of use to
prove that it has been used over a
number of years ‘without interrup-
tion’.

The path has been used by many peo-
ple over the years for legitimate use, it
would be a shame to lose it now,
please help this campaign by complet-
ing a Performa.

Yours truly

Matthew Box

2 Chetwynd Mead, Bampton

Sponsored Sea Dog Saunter

To all those people who very kindly
sponsored us on our dog walk in aid
of the RNLI, which took place on a
very windy Saturday in early Septem-
ber, we would like to say a very big
thank you.

Thanks to your generosity we raised
just under £200.00 for a very good
cause.

Well done.

Jill and Bob Gibson

Dear Editor,
Readers may well be aware that the
walk enjoyed over many years along
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the river Thames at Tadpole Bridge
from the Trout pub up to Rushey
Lock has been closed. After more
than 23 years of open access the son
of the owner has decided to block the
footpath with a gate and barbed wire
and allow only paying fishermen. This
walk has been enjoyed by many
Bampton residents and I am currently
trying to get the County Council to
modify the definitive map and have
the footpath made a public right of
way.

To achieve this it has to be proved by
documentary evidence that the path
has been used over a period of 20
years or more. Therefore I am gather-
ing evidence from users of the path to
prove that it has been used 'as a right'.
If readers would like to help then pro-
forms can be obtained from The Cot-
ton Club and returned there for my
attention when completed. Even if
you have only walked the path on a
few occasions it is still of use to prove
that it has been used over a number of
years ‘without interruption’ .

The path has been used by many peo-
ple over the years for legitimate use, it
would be a shame to lose it now,
please help this campaign by complet-
ing a Performa.

Matthew Box, 2 Chetwynd Mead.

Sir

I was interested to read Fred Gray’s
defence of the village buildouts in the
last Beam. I've been on-record from
the start as being opposed to them —
but keen on measures that will reduce
vehicle speeds in the village and re-
turn the streets to us, Bampton’s resi-
dents. Mr Gray says the only people
who don’t like the buildouts are
drivers. Not so. I don’t own a car. I
cycle to work in Witney or use my
motorcycle. For two-wheeled road

users (groups which national and local |

government are trying to encourage)
the buildouts are dangerous in the
extreme.
I understand the County Council is
now reviewing them (indicating in
itself that there may be a problem or
two...) There are, however, more seri-
ous, intrinsic, problems that will not
be resolved simply by mending the
scheme.
I believe there are three fundamental
problems

1. The buildouts are intrinsi-

cally dangerous;
2. They are ugly and at odds
with their village setting and
3. They don’t slow traffic in the

village centre.
The Station Road scheme in particular
does not allow safe sightlines for traf-
fic leaving and entering the village. A
vehicle entering can easily be com-
mitted to passing through the buldouts
when it meets another car leaving the
village and comes into conflict. This
has, as I understand, already resulted
in one — thankfully — non-injury
accident. The County Council denies
that there have been any crashes at all
— but can’t quite explain why the
posts marking the scheme have nearly
all been knocked down and replaced
several times.
I have had several near misses on both
a pedal cycle and a motorbike. I don’t
want to think about what would have
happened had I not got out of an
Earthline lorry’s way last Friday
morning when it was determined to
come through the narrowing at the
same time as me...
Government guidelines (and the Cycle
Touring Club’s local representative)
recommend a separate cycle cut-
through. There is no cut-through. I
understand Government guidelines on
cycling at traffic calming were con-
sulted, but they don’t seem to have
been followed.
There are 18 signs on the Brize Nor-
ton approach to the calming
alone. This seems, to an uninformed
amateur like me, as approaching over-
kill. There are hard-edged, reflective
plastic posts on the buildouts. So-
dium street lighting illuminates
them. The buildouts themselves are
made from concrete blocks and black
tar — materials
completely alien to the village. Yet
these buildouts are either close to — or
in — conservation areas. I understand
the government guidelines on traffic
calming in conservation areas were
consulted but they don’t seem — again
— to have been followed.
Bampton is a beautiful village, but is
now disfigured by these schemes,
signs and lighting. These are not
schemes that will be softened with a
few flower tubs. And are they really
finished — with left-over scraps of
white paint still on the road? The
Brize entrance to the village was a joy

with its swathe of wonderful flow-
ers. This is now spoiled by the steel
and concrete of the calming. But I
truly weep for the suburban disfigure-
ment of the tree-lined approach from
Clanfield. It is almost as if the dead
hands of the risk manager and the
bureaucrat have set out to make the
approaches to the village as ugly,
sign-infested and urban as possible.
The schemes do not slow traffic
where it counts — in the village cen-
tre. At least, we don’t KNOW that
they do. A little disingenuously, the
council has only surveyed speeds at
the edges of the village. Pulling out
of Church View or Church Street on
my bike I notice no difference at all in
traffic speeds. In fact, if anything,
vehicles are driving faster — perhaps
to make up a second or two, or per-
haps simply from sheer frustration.
Please — reconsider before going any
further. This is dangerous, Neander-
thal calming — traffic management
from the Dark Ages. There are mod-
ern, attractive and effective ways of
reducing traffic speeds without de-
tracting so fundamentally from the
village’s ambience.

Yours faithfully, Mark McArthur-
Christiel, Bourton Cottages.

Dear Editor

Response to Fred Gray’s ‘facts’

I have just been reading the July
Bampton Beam with Fred Gray’s
comments on the chicanes around
Bampton. Two things struck me about
the article, the first was the derisory
tone with which it was written, the
second was the clear lack of insight.

I live in Bampton and as a part of my
work I drive a large commercial vehi-
cle. I have no problem with any of the
chicanes except for the one in Station
road. The only suitable description for
this one is that it is downright danger-
ous.

In my particular vehicle, performance
and acceleration are not options, when
approaching Bampton from the Brize
Norton direction, if I have to stop
completely, it is a serious hazard to
then get through the chicane before
oncoming traffic appears from behind
the wall of Manor Cottage, and that is
when the oncoming traffic is observ-
ing the 30 MPH limit.

If, as on several occasions to date, the
oncoming traffic is exceeding the 30
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MPH limit, there is a very real risk of
a head on collision while I am negoti-
ating the chicane. There is absolutely
nothing I can do more than hope and
pray that when this happens they can
brake faster than I can. On one occa-
sion, a motorcyclist simply ‘appeared’
from behind the said garden wall and
actually went through the chicanes
outbound from Bampton as I came
through them from Brize Norton. On
this occasion, I was accelerating from
Omph at the white lines, exactly as I
should have done, if this had been a
head on crash, I am sure any insurer
would put the blame on me as suppos-
edly I was to give way to what I could
not see.

From my point of view, the problem
is not with the traffic approaching
from the Brize Norton direction as Mr
Gray observes. Any driver coming
from that direction is aware that he
has to be able to stop if necessary.
The problem as I see it, is traffic com-
ing from the Bampton centre that has
no intention of slowing down as they
have the right of way. The fact is, that
in cases involving vehicles such as
mine, they have no choice, they have
to slow down as I can’t speed up, and

| A e alalimand

driving out of Bampton actually speed
up going into the chicane, and it’s they
who are causing problems.

Sub-Ed

Dear Editor

Following discussion in the Beam, and
media coverage, can it be that critics of
the chicanes may be getting confused?
Fred Gray's excellent summary (page

35, July Beam) should enlighten them

and be required reading. It is sad that

their debate is about drivers when it
should be about all road users, espe-
cially pedestrians. And it is sad that
critics make no mention of how danger-
ous Station Road was before the chi-
cane. The Parish Survey said this was
the No.l 'black spot'. I collated the
data, so I should know. I defy anyone
to prove that crossing the road there (for
example) is not easier now.

I would add this to Fred's summary:

e We have no pedestrian crossings in
Bampton because they were repeat-
edly refused by Oxfordshire High-
ways, due location rules. We do
need crossings, but chicanes are the
current step. We must thank the
authorities for their efforts and
funding.
s ¢
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Stuart Howlett

25" July one of the hottest days of
the Summer when we sadly said
goodbye to Stuart, he would have
been absolutely astounded to say the
least at the amount of friends and
family who came to St Mary’s
Bampton, and later to our home,
friends and family who had trav-
elled from far a field and the friends
whom Stuart had made over the
years we had been in Ducklington
and Bampton.

Stuart loved the Summer as soon as
the long evenings arrived it would
usually be get the BBQ out Kate
and lets have a Gin and Tonic, or
Stuart would go for a pint or two
and have the usual banter with his
many friends in the village pub, or
maybe have a glass of wine or two
over the fence with the neighbours.
Stuart always had a unique gift of
being able to get on with so many
people from all walks of life and
treated them all with the same atten-
tion, we received messages and
flowers from across the world,
Michigan and Asia, from colleagues
he had worked with before he re-
tired from TI and set up his own
Plumbing business.

My family would like to thank Bill,
Stuarts friend of 30 years for read-
ing a superb eulogy, and I would
like to thank our children Konrad,
Justine and Kelly for the strength
they showed during this time and
for passing it on to me.

Also special thanks to Rev David
Battersby who added his own words
about Stuart to the reading we had
given to him, thanks to Lucy Willis
and the District Nurses at Bampton
from all of us for their care and sup-
port over the last year.

Lastly we would all like to express
our sincere thanks to everyone who
joined us on that day, and for all the
kind offers of help and support we
have received.

Kate Howlett, Konrad, Justine,
Kelly, Andrew and Vivienne.

Dear Editor

Wittstock Rock Charity Music

Festival 2006

I am writing to thank the landlord of the
Romany Inn and all the people of
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Bampton for welcoming our festival to
the village at short notice. We have held
a series of music events in South Ox-
fordshire for several years, helping to
raise funds for a number of charities
and to promote the musical talents of
many Oxfordshire-based performers in
a wide range of musical styles, but had
encountered serious problems with our
intended venue in South Hinksey this
year when the field we had been prom-
ised was discovered to be seriously con-
taminated land. Richard at the Romany
agreed to be a new host for us just two
weeks before the event was due to take
place and all the musicians and organis-
ers were made to feel extremely wel-
come, not only by Richard and his ex-
cellent staff, but by all the local people
we met. Not only did many villagers
visit and share the music, but quite a
few highly talented local youngsters
also performed for us, and helped us to
raise £957.45 for the Cystic Fibrosis
Trust, the Guideposts Trust and Long
Wittenham Youth Club. I am happy to
say that, of the six festivals I have been
principal organiser of, this one was the
one I enjoyed the most.

Although my academic studies are tak-
ing me away to the coast next year, my
colleagues on the festival team are very
keen to come to Bampton for a musical
weekend next year, and 1 very much
hope that this will be the first of many
such festivals in the environs of your
beautiful village.

Many thanks to everyone

Phil Garvey

Principal Organiser, Wittstock Rock
Charity Music Festival

26 Murray Road, Wokingham
Berkshire RG41 2TB

BAMPTON GARDENING
CLUB
CHRISTMAS COFFEE
Morning
Town Hall 10am - 12noon

Saturday 2" December

Come and enjoy a cup of
coffee and mince pie.
also
THE AGM
Cheese and Wine
Village Hall
7.30pm

CHRISTMAS SALE

Lesley Williams - Pottery
Anna Lever - Ceramic Sculpture

OPEN WEEKEND

November 24% - 25% _ 261

10am - 5pm
Garden Studio-Drinks-Mince Pies

ALL WELCOME

Stenton Cottage, 3 Bridge St. Bampton.
Tel: 01993 851963

Children's Theatre : Sunday February 4™ 2007
Knight Time

Ever wondered what it would be like to be a Knight? Join Jack as he enters the
Knight Trials and finds that being a Knight is not all it's cracked up to be.

The catchphrase of this full-tilt jousting show is “and the crowd goes wild!” and
you will! Join the professional story-teller from ScratchBuilt Productions thea-
tre company, who plays all the characters in this great new children’s show,
leaping about, shooting arrows and singing songs before he sets off to meet the
dragon. Great action and puppetry, suitable for age 4+.

Performances at 1.30 and 3.30 at Southmoor Village Hall.

Tickets £5 per person: available from Julia on 01865 821077

|

The Bampton Beam

November 2006

Open to the Public

The Prize Presentations

Donkey Derby Day : Well Attended As Usual
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News from Bampton C of E Primary School
By Alison Bardsley

Bampton CE Primary School has seen
a few changes this term.
Mrs Julia Evans took early retirement
after 17 years service with the school,
7 of those as the Head teacher. The
end of year barbeque included presen-
tations from the parents and gover-
nors, performances of dancing and
singing from the pupils, and a large
cake, made up of individual cakes,
one of which was given to each child
in the school. The farewell was com-
pleted with Julia planting a tree in the
school grounds.
Mrs Mary Dodge took up her role as
the new Head teacher in September.
She was previously deputy head at
Wheatley Primary School. Mrs Dodge
brings with her 30 years of teaching
experience across all age groups at
primary level. She was born and
brought up in Belfast and her first
post was in a school during the height
of the troubles in Northern Ireland.
She left there after eight years, then
moved to London and taught in the
boroughs of Richmond and Kingston.
Twelve years ago she moved to Ox-
fordshire. During her time in Oxford-
shire she spent most of it working at
Wheatley Primary School.
Building extension work commenced
in July and the school now has a new
entrance hall, new administrative of-
fices and an improved library area.
The work, which includes a new car
park with disabled parking, allows
disabled access throughout the school.
The school looks great and we have
had many positive comments from
parents and children.
As well as the arrival of the many new
faces into Reception class, the school
has also welcomed seven older chil-
dren into the school, all of whom are
new residents to Bampton.

Can You Help?
Following the extension, the next pro-
ject is to enhance the school grounds.
Some of the planting and a few trees
were disturbed during the building
work and the school hope to replace
these and to add some more shrubs.
Unfortunately, our gardening club is
currently without a leader. Do you
know anyone who would be willing to

give some help or advice to our young
gardeners so we can continue to care
for our environment? Please contact
the school office Tel: 01993 850371.
Harvest Festival

Rev David Lloyd led the Harvest cele-
brations in the school and, as always,
the children were very generous in
their donations. A large number of
food boxes were delivered to Simon
House which supports homeless peo-
ple.

Extra Curricular Activities
This year the children at Bampton
have the opportunity to try out many
different after school clubs such as
hockey, football, art, guitar, netball,
choir and recorder. The Hockey and
Football teams are looking forward to
their fixtures against the local schools
this term. The choir are getting ready
for their annual visit to The Bush
Club where they will perform for the
Senior Citizens.

Some children from Year 6 attended a
Modern Languages day at Burford
Secondary School. Since Bampton
has introduced French into the cur-
riculum, the pupils were able to prac-
tice what they had learnt and particu-
larly enjoyed the European lunch.
200 Club
The 200 club was such a great success
last year that we are continuing it
again this year. We raised £2660 in
total, we shared £1300 with the win-
ners and the rest went to the school
for their computer suite. Renewal
letters were sent out to all the people
in last years draw.
The tickets cost £20.00 per year. We
hold a monthly draw for prizes of £50,
£20, £10.00. Twice a year we have a
grand draw with larger prizes.
If you wish to purchase a number this
year and didn’t get the chance last
year then please contact Sam Smart
on 01993 851694.
Recycling Cartridges/Mobile
Phones
Recycling is high on the agenda in all
of our lives. As part of our fundrais-
ing efforts we are collecting used ink
cartridges and mobile phones. The
only ones we don’t accept are EPSON
and Cannon.

So if you have old mobiles or inkjets
why not drop them off at the Bampton
School Office — and help us raise
more money!!!
FOBS
All of the fundraising events at the
school are run by FOBS (Friends of
Bampton School), who put a lot of
effort and hard work into raising as
much money for the school as possi-
ble. They had an amazing 2006 when
they raised over £10,000. This was
through the Cookery Book written by
the children, end of term BBQ, calen-
dars, school discos (a big favourite
with the children), quiz nights, a
Cabaret night and the biggest fund-
raising event being the 200 Club.
We have lots more planned for 2007
so please help and support your vil-
lage school
Can you help — we are in need of a
Treasurer. If you have any accounts
experience — great but not essential,
and have maybe an hour or two every
month (less sometimes) then please
give me a ring — Alison Bardsley
Tel: 01993 850666.
School Calender
The children have again this year pro-
duced their self portraits which have
been collated to produce the Bampton
School Calender. They will be on
sale from the beginning of December
from either the school office or the
Post Office at a price of £4.00 each
Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 6™ December - Visit to
the Bush Club
Thursday 7' December -
9.30am,Key Stage One Concert
Friday 8th December -  School
Christmas Bazaar
Everyone welcome! Please come
along and see our Santa’s Grotto,
Cake Stall, Tombola, Raffle and many
other stalls.
Thursday 14™ December 7pm at St
Mary’s Church- Key Stage Two Con-
cert
Saturday 16™ December - Lantern
Pageant — (see WOA for details)
In the New Year
Friday 19" January - Wooden
Spoon Quiz Challenge (TBC)
Saturday 10™ March, 2007 — Caba-
ret Evening (tickets available after
Christmas)
Sunday 22" April — Car Book Sale
(TBO).
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St Mary’s Bell Restoration Project

By Janet Rouse

“Lift it gently to the steeple,

Let our bell be set on high:

There fulfil its daily mission,

Midway ‘twixt the earth and sky.”
This is the opening verse of a hymn
by J. M. Neale, DD, written especially
for the dedication of a new bell at
Bampton on 2™ December 1865. The
new bell was a recasting of the 2™

Treble bell
almost down

bell of the old 1629 ring of 6. Early in
2007 we will be singing the same
hymn — with bells in the plural — when
the Bells of St. Mary’s are returned to
the tower, resplendent with their new
fittings and with bells 1, 2 and 3 hav-
ing been retuned.

On Monday 14" August Graham
Clifton and his assistants, from
Whites Bell-hangers at Appleton,
arrived at Bampton and proceeded
with practised precision to dismantle
and lower bells 1 to 6 of the ring of 8
to the floor of the church (see photo).
This act was the culmination of
months, nay years, of planning, fund
raising, writing to charities and all the
other activities needed to raise
£40,000 from a standing start.

As well as many very generous per-
sonal donations, the main charities
giving funds were the Oxford Dioce-

san Bell Fund (£2,600), Friends of St
Mary’s (£2,000), WREN (£5,000),
Barron Bell Trust (£3,500) and the
Veneziana Fund (£1,500). We are
very grateful for their support, and to
all those who have sup-
ported the fund raising
events and organised events [
themselves on behalf of the
fund.

Following the lower- |8
ing of the bells from
the tower, they were
placed on pallets |
awaiting transporta- |
tion to Appleton. The
adjacent picture |8
shows Whites cutting
the “Doncaster
Heads” off the 1906
bells.

“Doncaster Heads” were a Vic-
torian method of hanging bells
from wooden headstocks. The
| new headstocks will be metal —
so off come the heads. Whites
will also be supplying new
bearings, clappers, and where
| necessary, wheels.

The specialist work of retuning
the front three bells is being
done at the Whitechapel Bell-
foundry in London. On exami-
nation these bells were found to
be up to 30% sharp. Tower Captain
Dave Rose and Janet Rouse went
along to Whitechapel to see part of
the tuning process.

The picture below right shows one of
our bells mounted mouth up on a ver-
tical lathe and rotated while a fixed
cutter pares off the required metal.
Originally tuning was done
by using huge tuning forks —
now it’s done by computer.
Following tuning the bells
will be returned to Whites to
await the arrival of the new
headstocks. Due to the time
delay between ordering and
receiving the headstocks it is
unlikely that the bells will be
back in the tower before the
New Year.

Bampton has a long history
of that peculiarly English

art-science known as change-ringing.
It is probable that earlier bells in the
tower were broken up and recast into
a ring of six bells by Nathaniel Bolter
in 1629. This is a very early date for a
tuned ring of bells anywhere in Eng-
land. These bells hung in a wooden
frame dated 1608 until 1903 when a
new frame was installed and two addi-
tional bells added in 1906. The old 5™

bell (7™ of the present ring) was recast
in 1903; the old 2™ now the 4™ as
previously stated was recast in 1865,
and the old treble (bell 1) was recast
in 1906 and was the last time that the
bells received any serious attention.
By 2000 it was evident that the bells
were becoming more and more diffi-
cult to ring. The old wooden head-
stocks had warped and were causing
undue friction on the bearings, which
in turn had become very worn. Fortu-
nately the 1903 frame is in excellent
condition — a testament to past and
present Steeple Keepers (the ringer
who is elected to maintain the bells).
We look forward to the return of the
bells and our sincere thanks to every-
one who has made this restoration
possible.

Page 21




November 2006

Bampton Environmental Watch Group
By Ralph Norman, Chairman

BEWG’s open meeting in July was a talk and demonstration by Bob Field, a pole lathe turner. We were not only provided
with enlightenment on the history of the Bodger together with a practical demonstration of bodging, but were also entertained
hilariously by Bob’s interspersed anecdotes. Our next scheduled open meeting is on 26™ October when we have the welcome
return of Martin Way, a local historian, to give a talk on “The Golden Age of Coaching”. There will be no further meetings
until our AGM on 1* March 2007. The speaker for this meeting is still to be confirmed, but the programme of talks for the
remainder of 2007 is: 26™ April, Red Kites; 26" July, Wildlife recording in the Bampton area; and 25" October, Hunting for
British orchids. Open meetings are held in the village hall starting at 8:00pm. All are welcome, with attendance free for
members £2 for non-members (or join at the door).

We should all have noticed a great reduction in HGV traffic through Bampton since the introduction of the weight restric-
tions on Tadpole Bridge (on Buckland Road) and Newbridge (on the A415 near Standlake). Although this has almost cer-
tainly met with the approval of the majority of Bamptonians the need for rerouting of heavy traffic has caused some concerns
among local businesses that use, or have deliveries by, HGVs.

The redevelopment on Littlemead site at the junction of the Buckland and Aston roads is now nearing completion with sev-
eral units sold. The development is quite intrusive compared with the single bungalow and landscaped garden that it has re-
placed, and feels very overbearing along the Buckland Road footpath. We can only hope that the predicted parking problems
along the Aston Road do not occur.

The proposal related to the Aylesbury Mushroom Farm site at Black Bourton, for a green waste collection and processing
unit, which had been withdrawn pending the provision of revised traffic movement figures, has now been resubmitted
(October). The new proposal is greatly toned down from the original. The estimates now given are for two HGV movements
per week (one in and out to remove a 25 tonne load of wood chippings produced), and twelve small vehicle movements per
day (six in and out by vehicles of 14 tonne capacity, bringing in wood waste for chipping from an eight mile radius).

The WODC Local Plan 2011 was finally adopted and published on 16" June. It may be viewed at libraries and WODC
Woodgreen, where copies can also be purchased. It can also be downloaded for no charge from www.westoxon.gov.uk/
planning/localplan2011.cfm. This is the last “Local Plan” that WODC will produce. Changes to the planning process have
been put in place by central government. These will see the replacement of the Oxfordshire County Structure Plan with a
regional plan produced by the South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA, see www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/
index.html for details) and the replacement of the WODC Local Plan with a portfolio of documents collectively known as the
Local Development Framework (LDF). WODC say: “The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 introduced a new
development plan system which will result in major changes to the way in which planning policy operates in future years.
The Local Development Framework (LDF) is the term used to describe the folder of various local development documents

which collectively will set out the spatial

planning strategy, policies and proposals
for the local planning authority's area.

8 London Street, Faringdon SN7 7AA
Opposite the Bridal Shop

Ultimately the LDF will replace the West

Oxfordshire Local Plan. The LDF, to-

gether with the Regional Plan, will form

the statutory Development Plan.” Full

information about progress on the LDF Tel: 01367 241800
may be found on the WODC website at
www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning/
LDF.cfm

Please note that Wendy Rayner has taken
over John Battersby’s footpaths role on
the BEWG Committee. Please report any
footpath problems to her so that she may
follow these up, as necessary, with the
county footpaths officer responsible for
our paths. Wendy may be contacted Tel:
850414.

If you would like to know more about
BEWG or would like to join us please
contact Ann Norman, Membership Secre-
tary Tel: 850823, or email
bewg@sagaman.co.uk.

You can also see our entry on the Bamp-
ton web site at www.bamptonoxon.co.uk/
bewg.htm.

Opening Times
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9am - 4pm
Thursday and Friday

9am - 5pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm
We can offer you a full floristry service from helpful and friendly
experienced staff.
Bouquets, Handtieds, Arrangements, Baskets,Arrangements for
Dinner Parties
Cut Flowers for all Occasions
Specialising in wedding arrangements especially for your day
Consultations in our studio by appointment
Full range of sympathy flowers
Contract work undertaken
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The Romany Inn

Season’s greetings from Richard and Co. at The Romany Inn
The Team are here to welcome and serve you in a friendly relaxed atmosphere which we have created for you. Kate has control of the pots and

pans in the kitchen to create tasty food for your enjoyment in our redecorated dining room.
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12 - 2.30pm and 6 - 9pm Monday - Saturday

12.30—3pm Sunday Lunch

Christmas Menus Available
9 Rooms - All Ensuite
Entertainment most Saturday nights

Weekday Lunch Menu Deals - See Boards

07747 197423

and ask for

Richard

Kate’s Kitchen Opening Times

Can Do
Honest Beers
Tasty Food
Live Music
Bed & Breakfast

Outside Bars
Mobile Catering

(ensuite rooms)
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Forgotten Lew

Please note that all households previ-
ously omitted from the delivery round
of the Bampton Beam, i.e. those liv-
ing in Lew on the Bampton and Yel-
ford roads (including Bampton Heath
Farm and other houses between there
and the Bampton/Lew boundary) will
now have a copy of the Beam deliv-
ered. We have found a volunteer
‘Beam Walker’ — Janet van den
Berge. Thank you Janet!

The Bush Club Needs You!

At the moment we are dreadfully
short of general helpers. If you could
give an hour or two once a month we
would be more than very grateful.
Drivers: Once a fortnight for %2 an
hour in the morning at 9.45am, or %2
an hour in the afternoon at 1.45pm.
Cooks: Approximately once every 5
weeks from 9.45 to 1pm
General Helpers: From 9am -
1.45pm on alternate weeks. Times to
suit individuals.
Anybody willing to help, or join the
Club as a new member please contact
Fenella Gray Tel: 01993 851653 or
Veronica Baker Tel: 01993 851040.

. Bampton Baby Toddler

Group

We meet in the Village Hall every
Thursday between 10am - 11.45am.
We provide toys, slide, singing and
drinks and biscuits for children O to
Pre-school. For more information
contact Angela Irvin, Tel: 01993
210096 or

Dial-a-Ride
The Dial-a-Ride service is a door to
door minibus service for those who
are unable to use or find it difficult to
use public transport, such as elderly or
disabled people. Drivers are trained to
administer first aid and to as-
sist wheelchair users and people with
mobility problems.
The Dial-a-Ride service is available
between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday
to Friday. There is a charge for the
Dial-a-Ride service and places need to
be booked in advance. The Council's
Bus Pass or Transport Tokens can be
used on this service.
For more details about the service
including information on cost, what
areas are covered and what type of

NOTICE
BOARD

journey the service can be used for,
see the Dial-a-Ride leaflet where you
can find an application for registering
to use the service.

To book a place on Dial-a-Ride, or for
more information, Tel: 01865
876176.

Cancer Research UK
Pre- Christmas Bingo - Wednesday
22" November, Village Hall
Christmas Quiz - Friday 1* Decem-
ber, Village Hall, Bampton
Country and Western Dance - Fri-
day 15™ December, Carterton Social
Centre.
For more information contact Mrs
Doris Cleaver - Tel: 850682.

Youth “Chill Out” Fund
Do you have a youth project or youth
club in your village that could use
some one-off match funding for either
revenue or capital costs?

The New County Council “Chill Out”
fund has been set up to help with your
own match funding of youth provision
in your village.

For more information contact Monica
Hanaway, Tel: 01865 810511 or
download an application form from
www.spired.com

Old Birthday Cards
Please continue to let me have your
Birthday Cards, after you have en-
joyed them, so that I can continue to
recycle them into re-saleable items
which then make money for worthy
causes.Daphne Gaydon, 3 Broad
Street.

Bampton Drop-In
Held at the Methodist Chapel every
Monday from 12pm, where all are
welcome. Don’t suffer those Monday
blues. When you’ve done your wash-
ing up don’t just put your feet up with
a cup of tea. Instead, why not come
and join us at this local facility for a
very reasonably priced lunch, where
you will be served by a dedicated
band of country cooks. You can enjoy
a warming bowl of home-made soup,

something on toast or a cheesy baked
potato, followed by home-made cake,
cheese and biscuits, tea and coffee.

So come along and enjoy this friendly
informal gathering where you will
very soon want to make it a regular
date in your diary.

Abingdon Touring Theatre
Company

The Abingdon Touring Theatre Com-
pany is delighted to be returning to
Bampton Village Hall on January 5%
and 6™ with our third production —
Aesop’s Fables by Stephen Balchin.
This production is suitable for all ages
and combines stories from Aesop’s
life with the fables that made him
famous.
Tickets can be purchased from
Bampton Post Office and cost £7.50
(full-price), £6.50 (concessions) and
£20 (family ticket — two adults and
two children). '
We look forward to welcoming you to
a performance!

New Online Directory for
Children, Young People and
Families
www.oxfordshireservicesdirectory.or
g.uk is an online directory of services
for children young people and fami-
lies in Oxfordshire. The new, easy to
use, directory provides up to date de-
tails of organisations and their ser-
vices. Information can be found on
parenting and family support, coun-
selling, schools, health centres, local
advice and voluntary sector organisa-

tions, help lines and much more.

For more information or help using
the directory contact Oxfordshire
Children’s Information Service Tel:

08452 262636; enquir-
ies @oxoncis.org.uk.
Extra day heralds

Shopmobility success
Witney Shopmobility’s opening hours
are being extended from two to three
days a week. West Oxfordshire Dis-
trict Council agreed to trial an extra
day following a report outlining the
scheme’s success since it first started
two year ago. The new opening times
start in April 2006 and will run for a
one year trial period initially.

The additional Shopmobility opening
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day is Wednesday and opening times
the same as for Mondays and Thurs-
days, which is 9.30 am — 4 pm. It is
based in the Langdale Gate building,
which is close to the car park in Wit-
ney Town Centre. Dedicated parking
bays, for those with disabilities, are
adjacent to the building and there is
bus stop for the Dial-a-Ride service.
Manual and powered wheelchairs and
powered scooters can be hired free of
charge. It can be used by anyone with
a mobility difficulty as a result of age,
accident or illness and is open to all
ages.

Book Banks

Spread the word ...
Book banks, provided by the Salva-
tion Army, are the latest addition at
six of the recycling centres across
West Oxfordshire. This means resi-
dents can recycle their books along-
side textiles, shoes, plastics, cans,
paper, cardboard and glass.
Good quality books are resold, whilst
other books may be sent abroad to
help education programmes. Paper-
back books unsuitable for resale will
be recycled into newsprint.
“These book banks extend the range
of materials that can be taken to our
recycling centres,” said Cllr David
Harvey, Cabinet Member for Environ-
ment. “Recycling books makes sense.
It reduces the demand for new copies
to be printed, books can be re-used
and a charity is supported at the same
time.”
Books banks can be found
at:Guildenford Road car park, Bur-
ford
Co-op, Black Bourton Road, Car-
terton
New Street car park, Chipping Nor-
ton
Back Lane car park, Eynsham
Sainsbury’s, Witan Way, Witney
Welch Way car park, Witney
Both paper and hard-backed books are
accepted. For further information on
shopmobility and book banks con-
tact:Carys Davies / Olga Joven Tel:
01993 861615 Mob: 07771 965360.

Bampton Exhibition

Foundation
Bampton Exhibition Foundation has
responsibility for the Old Grammar
School in Bampton and for managing
funds which provide bursaries for

Goodbye Temples...Welcome???

e ¢
Garcen Supple

praper Stockist |

A very sad day indeed -

The photo shows Richard Cooper outside of Temple’s on the day the shop
closed. A sad day for Bampton, because it was such a useful little shop. Indeed,
when the late John Temple ran the shop, his slogan was ‘If you can’t find it at
Temple’s you probably don’t need it anyway!’; and when Richard took over the
running of the shop, while enhancements were made, the same slogan held true.

So what next?

We asked Richard, and he told the ‘Beam’ that he had no idea what the new
owner was going to do with the shop. From the Village perspective, we obvi-
ously want it to continue to be a shop of some description — another Temple’s
would be good! And it is certain that The Parish Council will object if there is
any move to turn it into anything other than a shop.

So we have to wait and see what will happen. But let’s hope that it’s not too long
until the shop re-opens its doors for business.

educational purposes to children and
young adults.

Our current Treasurer, Michael
Wooloff, will be stepping down from
March 2007 due to other committee
duties in Bampton. A volunteer is
needed to take over the task of Treas-
urer as well as being a trustee of this
charity.

The position is not onerous as we only
meet on a quarterly basis. Anyone
interested in taking over this position
should contact Michael Wooloff Tel:
210043 for further information."

Bampton Bridge Club
The Club meets in the Village Hall
every Tuesday, 7:30 pm to. 10pm.

Duplicate Bridge is played on the 1%,
3" and 5" Tuesday of the month..
Rubber bridge on the 3" and 4™ Tues-
days. The annual subscription is £5
with a charge of £1.00 per session.
New members are always welcome.
For more information contact, Joan
Granville, Tel: 850407.

Bampton Ladies Group
We are a group if Ladies who meet in
the Village Hall on the third Wednes-
day of each month at 8pm. Our aim is
to have a variety of light-hearted
talks, demonstrations and outings. If
you would like to come along, the
first visit is free. Further information
contact Joan Farthing Tel: 851206.
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S.J.RADBAND HAULAGE LTD
Bulk, Tipper And Grab Lorry Hire

COURIER SERVICE/ J C B HIRE

Mulch

Compost

Topsoil

Muck Away
Agriculture Lime
Hardcore
Decorative Gravel's
Crushed Concrete
Aggregates
Shingle, Stone And Sand
Drive Ways

Blue puddle clay

Cotswold Stone

Garden Clearance

House clearance

Equestrian Materials

- rubber

- silcocose sand

- wax sand

+ all types of synthetic riding
surfaces
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Why wait, call Steve on:
Mob: 07990727191 or

Tel/Fax: (01993) 210205
We supply almost any material from 1 tonne to 1000+ tonnes
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The next exhibition
will feature -

will be about Bampton Football Club. The club has a long colourful
history and is a story of determination and perseverance. Albert Rad-
band and friend’s are going to organise the exhibition which will start
on
January 8™ 2007 and continue until February 24™.
A good way to start the New Year

This year we have received a grant to buy some video equipment. The
grant came in part, from the earnings of the Bampton charity shop and
we are grateful to the committee for allotting us this money. We hope
this will be topped up by another small grant from elsewhere. Maybe

other Bamptonians who have an idea of what is important for Bamp- [ >

ton’s cultural and social life, will come forward and learn how to use
the equipment.

Janet Rouse has done a wonderful job recording the taking down and
renewal of the bells of St. Mary’s an event well worth recording as it
won’t happen again in our life times. A short version is to be shown at
Movies on the Move, the film show that comes to Bampton Village
Hall on the first Wednesday of every other month. The next one is No-
vember 1*. (look out for posters). The archive, with Janet’s help is also
going to video-record oral history from certain older Bampton resi-
dents.

Don’t forget — this is your archive. If you have any ideas about who or

| what exhibitions should be about let us know. And if there is anyone

you think we should interview, also let us know.
Another date to remember, looking well ahead; the Hidden Gardens of
Bampton will be open again early next Summer. Have your gardens
ready and beautiful for June 17" 2007
Contacts - Diana Alcock 852196

Sally Proctor 850 479

Jo Lewington 850 947
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E. TAYLOR & SON
Established 1885
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
A caring personal service from a
family business
Funeral Directors

BRIAN TAYLOR & PETER SMITH

Tel: 01993 842421
(24 hr Personal Service)

Home Arrangements - Private Chapel of Rest

SET IN LANDSCAPE GARDENS

Golden Charter Funeral Prepayment Plan

AC SMART TILING

Reliable and professional service from
18 years experience.

For the fixing of ceramic, porcelain, mosaic,

terracotta, slate, marble, natural stone and glass tiles

All work guaranteed

Free quotes, tile quantity calculations
and advice available with no obligation

01993 851694

Adrian Smart
1 Primrose Cottage, Weald, Bampton

Mushroom

Compost
(Spent)
501b bags
£2/bag delivered

Bulk loose also available

01386 442882

e
lf# ':'h J" #

LARCHWOOD

CATTERY ‘g
FAST ANSTEY

Indoor and outdoor cattent
Heated units, large outside runs.
Twelve units available including
large unit for five.

Viewing welcome

01398 341100

City & Guilds

—3S.J. COOPER —

General Builders

ROSEBROOK, ASTON ROAD, BAMPTON,
OXON OX18 2AF

Office: 01993 850103 Mobile: 07747 612826

All Building Aspects Covered

Including

Design and Build
FREE ESTIMATES

& Specialist Computer Repair
Established Workshop, operating for 11 years

& New PC Systems & Upgrades

Relaxed sit down consultation. Tailored Services

& Components & Peripherals

Wide range of hardware, software,
cables/adaptors and more

& Broadband, Wireless & Anti-virus

Broadband sharing, Virus detection and cleansing

& Business Support

Network/Server support & maintenance

& Onsite Support

Onsite support from our expert engineers

call us on 01993 706161 or visit our WITNEY shop today

27 Fettiplace Road, Witney, Oxfordshire, 0X28 AP www.systems-and-solutions.co.uk

(3 "ﬁé;_“"’."l

MARTIN DREW

F S S Ch, DipPodMed, M B Ch A
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST

Established 1991

Treatment for: Ingrown nails, Fungal Conditions, Verruca, Foot Odour, Callus Corns, Bun-
ions, Walking Disorders. Also Orthosics & Insoles for Arch Problems.

PHONE FOR APPOINTMENTS
0800 0277937 Or 01993 851130

HEALTH PROFESSIONS COUNCIL REGISTERED NO: CH 19287

Your Local Practioner

SICK WASHING MACHINE

POORLY COOKER? BAMPTON FAX
THE BUREAU

APPLIANCE DOCTOR Call in and send a fax message or
5 ask for details of special schemes

“ON CALL” .
Emmie’s
NEWSAGENTS

Bridge St. Bampton
Tel: 850467

TELEPHONE FOR
FREE ESTIMATE OR
ADVICE
WITNEY 705947

Evening and Weekend Calls at NO Exira Cost Newspapers delivered anywhere in
Comprehensive Stock of Parts Bampton

-

DANETREE

VETERINARY SURGEONS

Lifelong cave, for lifelong friemds

013617 2421711
14 Coxwell Road
FARINGDON

Oxon SN7 TEZ

01235 7170221

Elms Farmhouse
Grove Rd, Grove
Wantage OX12 7PD

www.danetreevets.co.uk
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4 s HEALING WITH
e Leotric omi - HOMOEOPATHY -
o o A GENTLE ALTERNATIVE
Welding Services
Summer moves towards
Specialist & General Repairs & Fabrication. winter and changjng
Specialist in all Aluminium repair work scascons can make you
Titanium, TIG, MIG, Stainless steel feel tired, depressed
. . and low often bring’ng
Decorative Garden & Home wrought iron ilness in its wake
lified C & G 201, Part 1 & 2-229
Qualifie - . . Give yoursclf a boost
Batchwork - all at Competitive Pricing and refresh your energies
No job too small, friendly service and inner sunshine to
Tel/Fax: Luke Newman carry you through the
darker days.
01993 852355
- MARGARET CHANTER
. -0l 851675 ~
Mobile: 07789 538466 e
Regjistered Member of
The Society of Homoeopaths
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THE BAMPTON RECREATION GROUND

Buckland Road, Bampton.

Bampton Tennis Club Season 2006 report

This summer saw a new lease of life for the tennis courts at the Recreation
Ground. They were cleaned and repainted and they now give a clean green im-
pression to visitors to the court.

2006 was the first full season we have been operating a members-only entry by
code, which was introduced due to vandalism and misuse of the courts. By and
large this has been well adopted, and much of the misuse has been stopped,
though it is suspected that some people have attempted to dodge the system by
using Juniors to gain entry. This has been a cause of dismay as we have such low
prices for members in the first place!

Whilst the World Cup seemed to take its toll on some club nights and friendly
matches against other villages BTC still enjoyed some matches and we had victo-
ries against Southmoor and Appleton.

The Junior coaching takes place every Saturday afternoon throughout the year
with tennis coach Eddie Large. Children from the age of 4 to 15 are split into
three groups. Over the weeks there has been definite progress shown by the chil-
dren — watch out Andy Murray! Eddie has been a real bonus for the club and his
enthusiasm for the game has certainly rubbed off on the children.

During the summer holidays intensive junior tennis coaching courses were run
by a local coach, Peter Barnes. The children were able to develop their tennis
skills whilst having fun and keeping fit. (The photo shows children from one of
the courses).

The much-loved Roaming Tournament, where members get to play on various
private courts in the village, was held on a typically warm Sunday afternoon in
July. The final was staged at the Rec and the winners of the trophy this year were
Callum Rossie and Joan Hudson, who received their prize at the picnic tea held
by the courts. Callum had a good year — he was also the winner of a £100 racquet
(donated by Witney Conservative office) in our summer prize draw!

We’d love to see more people from the area coming to join us. Our subscriptions
are amazingly competitive and the club gives a real opportunity for a friendly
social get-together. We are especially keen to develop our adult membership as
numbers have been stagnating over the last year. The club exists on a shoestring
budget as it charges very small fees to encourage people to come and use the fa-
cilites 80 per cent of these fees is fed directly back into the running of the recrea-
tion ground — as tenants we retain only one fifth of our fee income. Why not
check us out? Enquiries should be to our Membership Secretary Karen Easter-
brook Tel: 850772. For more information regarding coaching, contact Deb-
bie Landray Tel: 850939 or debbielandray @aol.com.

Fitness Class

A small Bampton Fitness Class, with professional instructor, seeks 2 or 3 new
members wanting to work hard and have fun.

Every Saturday from 9-10am.

If you are interested call Peter Tel: 01993 850296 or Mob: 7770 552585.

Yoga Classes

New yoga classes are being held in the village hall on Monday mornings 10-
11.30 am. Your first session will be free of charge so do come along and give it a
try. Everyone is most welcome whether you have previous experience or are a
complete beginner.

The sessions are excellent for de-stressing, improving flexibility, muscle toning
and strengthening. The tutor is fully qualified and very experienced. Do call
Gillian Tel: 01993 862743 if you have any questions."

THE PAVILION
The Pavilion, with its large social
area, changing rooms, referees’
facilities, kitchen and bar is for hire
by members of the public for all
varieties of functions such as
wedding receptions, birthdays or
anniversary parties. The Multisport
court can also be hired for games or
practice sessions for floodlit tennis,
basketball, and netball.
Some General Hire Prices
Pavilion
08:00 - 13:00 : £40
13:00 - 18:00 : £40
18:00 - 23:59 : £80
Whole Day : £160
Football Pitch : £25 per game
Changing Facilities : £10
Moultisport Bampton Residents
£10.00
Non— Residents
£12.50
For more information on charges and
facilities for hire please contact:
Ray Willis Tel: 01993 852483 or
Mobile: 07766 264684

A VERY IMPORTANT
NOTICE IF YOU USE THE
RECREATION GROUND
While using skate park

Minor accidents continue to occur on
the Skatepark because of the lack of
protective clothing.

The Parish Council ask all parents to
insist that their children wear the
appropriate clothing.

Insurance Liabilities
Residents using the Recreation
Ground to practice golf, fly kites or
model aircraft or even hitting cricket
balls should note that they are
responsible for third party liability
should an accident occur.

Whilst the Parish Council has ample
insurance should it be at fault - for
example if a slate falls off the roof of
the pavilion - we expect all users of
the excellent facilities to have their
own insurance.

Consider including this cover in your
home contents policy. Dog walkers
should also have insurance.
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Other Sporting

Activities
Bampton Archery Club
Chairman: John Hill Tel: 01993

850513.

Bampton Weightlifting Club
Chairman: Don Rouse: Tel: 01993
850938.

Secretary: Ray Fielding: Tel: 01993

852185. Mobile: 07855 146949.
Bampton Badminton Club

Enquiries: Lesley Campbell Tel:

852846.

Meets every Tuesday 10 - 12am

Bampton Village Hall.

Bampton Town Football Club
Chairman: Mr J P Walker: Tel: 01993
852361
Secretary: Mr P Tanner: Tel: 01993
210009

Bampton Football Teams
From Under 8s upwards:

Secretary: Andrew Squires: Tel:
01993 852278.
Email andrew.squires@huntleigh-
healthcare.com

The Horseshoes Football Club

Sunday League Football
Chairman: Alan Clarke: Tel: 01993
850201.

Secretary: Bill Godfrey: Tel: 01993
850014.

Bampton Archery Club
Contact: John Hill: Tel: 01993
850513.

Bampton Tennis Club
Contact: Karen Easterbrook: Tel:
01993 850772.

Email: member -
ship @bamptontennis.org.uk

Carterton
Health Walks

We walk from the Town Hall,
Alvescot Road Carterton at 10 am
on Mondays, Thursdays and Satur-
days.

There are two trained volunteer
walk leaders at every walk. The
walks follow risk assessed pave-
ment routes, which last about 30-40
minutes. On Mondays refreshments
are available at the town hall and
Thursdays we go to the W.I. Hall
for coffee.

Further details available from:

Christmas Fabrics

Now in Stock

The Horseshoe Inn
Bridge Street, Bampton
01993 850201
Your Hosts are Alan and Kath Clarke
The Horseshoe public house was rebuilt in 1923/24 after the original pub burned down in
1923. This makes the Horseshoe the only purpose-built pub in Bampton!
Relax in our lounge bar in front of an open log fire with a pint of real ale or fine
wine. Or, if you like pub games, then try our other bar with its a pool table, dart
board, music and Sky TV. We also have a walled garden where, in the summer,
you will see ‘Aunt Sally’ being played, and from April to the end of May, on
Sunday evenings, we have Morris Dancing.
Come and join us - we know that you will make it a regular habit

GUGIFLD

PATRICK STRAINGE
i } ‘ (Butchers)

BUTCHERS

Bridge Street, Bampton, Oxon
Tel: 01993 850350

Quality Meat Direct From Our Family Farms

Hire of Pig Roasts for Parties etc.
Extensive Range of Cheeses Now Stocked

Bampton Cars

Your Reliable and Friendly Service __ <o 2T b
=M

National and Locai
Air and Seaports our Speciality

Competitive Rates

Tel: 01993 851900 Fax 01993 852009

We aim to please
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By Calum Taor

Question: I am a 45 year old lady
and I am looking at getting back
into Horse Riding I rode a lot when
I was younger but feel I am too un-
fit. T went for a ride with one of my
friends only = little hack around the
village and was stiff for the mnext
week! I enjoyed jumping when I
was little and would love fo start
again. Can you tell me what I cam
do to stop myself from getting so
stiff and also is there anything I can
do to improve my riding fitness.

Great question, horse riding is a very
demanding sport it requires multiple
muscle movements, strength, balance,
good posture, core stability and lots of
flexibility. People often say why you
need good fitness to ride its not like
they’re carrying the horse! If you
watch people when they are trotting
they can be going up and down on the
horse anything between 30 and 50
times a minute. If you think that’s
basically 30 to 50 times a minute of
squats!! Don’t forget that riding does-
n’t go on for a minute it can go on for
a couple of hours on a good hack. As
with any training programme it has to
be specific. T would not give you the
same programme I give to one of my
Event riders or a polo rider. Different
sports have different movements and
they have to be identified before you
can give an appropriate programme. If

you are getting back into horse riding
you will need to be working on funda-
mental riding movements and develop
from there. Always have at least 5-10
minutes warm up e.g. progressive
walking starting slow and getiing
faster every minute. By the end of the
warm up you should feel a lot warmer
and slightly out of breath these are
sood signs of a productive warm up.
After that you will need to be doing
some dynamic stretching, These can
include movements that you will be
doing in your session as those are the
muscles that will be targeted.

If you can, invest in a Fitball. They
are great for rider fitness because the
instant you sit on them your core mus-
cles become activated and your bal-
ance is tested.

Remember that you also have to train
correctly as there is no point doing
squats for 1 repetition at a really
heavy weight. On a horse you will be
doing possibly hundreds of squats:
Cardio:

you do need a basic level of cardio-
vascular fitness for horse riding. Start
by taking a walk 2 x week for at least
30mins when you feel that you can
improve that do so, try to include
some hills.

Cardio rowing:

Rowing is a great way of getting in
shape for riding because it combines

me VINOE mmz\i

Personal Trainer shed the fat beat the stress and
become the new you!

Exclusive Private Fitness Studio
Set In Cotswold Surroundings

Exciting New Fitness Classes;
Fitball, Boxercise, SHimGym,
Stretch & Tone for the over Fifty's

Tay Client Specific Prog

Impact Personal Fitness Training & Nutritional Advice
For All ievels & Abilities

Ongoing Fitness Tests & Goal Setting

0771 7125326
www.cafumtaylor.com

Why d Persanal Trainer?

Structure, individual attention, guiddnce, motivation, variety
and most of all results that will make you proud to be you

slimGym

SlimGym is the best-most diverse fat
burning workout there is. Combining
Boxercise with Freeweights; Cardio, Abs
and Flexibility the workout is as hard or
as easy as you want it to be. Thisis a
total workout, one that will make you
come away fooking forward to the next

< i s v
class and feeling great after being on an
endorphin high!
Book In Now
Catum To Avoid Disappointment

All levels & Abilities welcome

ILeasét Wmms of rowing

Squats:

Squats are the best exercise for riding
because you need to be able to control
the horse with your legs the whole
time. look ¢o do build up to 3 x lmin
squats and iry to do between 40 and
50 a min

Sgueezing:

Sitting on your Fitball look 10 squeeze
with your lower leg
10secs

Cable row:

If you have rou

ded shoulders
exercises are great (o sirengt
rhomboids and trapezius muscles that
are stretched and weak to help combat
your posture issues. Siiting on your
ball, bring your shoulders up, back
and down and squeeze your shoulder
blades together this sets your shoulder
blades and promotes good posture.
Then straighten and bend your elbows
for 2x 20 reps
Balance:
Stage lon the Fitball start by sitting
on it feet together
Stage 2 lift one leg up but do not lean
to any side
Stages 3 try to get both legs off the
ground and balance
Stage 4 knee balances on the ball bui
make sure you have a partner who is
able to catch you if anything goes
wrong
For these entire exercises see how
long you can hold them for if you can
hold them for more than 2minutes
then go up a stage and so on.
Flexibility:
you will need great flexibility in your
groins, hamstrings, calves, back, and
chest if you have rounded shoulders
and Glutes. Hold all of these stretches
for at 30 secs each.
Dorsal Raises:
When you fold into a jump you need
to sit back up into the saddle to make
sure you regain your balance and pos-
ture. The Erector Spinae muscles
(back) and your core are what helps
you back into position. To strengthen
your Erector Spinae muscles dorsal
raises are great.
Lie face down on the floor with your
fingers on your forehead. Lift your
upper body off the floor leaving your
lower body fixed. Do 2 x 20 repeti-
tions and will feel your lower back

Plank:

vour core is made up of your six pack
muscles (rectus Abdominus) internal
and external Obliques (side muscles)
your back (Erector Spinae) and your
deeper muscles called your Trans-
verse Abdominus (T.V.A) the
stronger your core muscles are the
better your body becomes at protect-
ing your back from aggressive move-
ments. They act as a solid foundation
for sport specific explosive move-

: ‘rhﬁ p“aﬂk lie face down on the
and bend your elbows so they
are ;0 degrees with your shoulder.
wﬂ your whole body up onto your
toes, hold your tummy muscles in o
contract your core. Try to stay in this
static position for 1min try to work up
to 3mins.

Sit ups:

when jumping you are expected to
fold which means from an upright
position you move yourself forward
which contracts your abdominals
(rectus Abdominus)

lie on your back with your knees
slightly bent up towards you. Try to
sit up without using your legs as a
counter balance or your arms. Try to
do 2 x 20 reps

At the end of the workout make sure
that you stretch all the muscles that
you have used statically for at

least 30 secs each. Make sure that you
consult your doctor before undergoing
an exercise progranune

on your own.

If you have any other questions about
rider fitness or any other issues related
to health and fitness, please send me a
letter to Taylor Made Training, Casio
Cottage, Shilton, OX18 4AW.

SPAJERS News

By Don Rouse

Firstly I would like to report on the
Donkey Derby. What a wonderful day
that was, the weather was a bit doubt-
ful to start with but it all came good in
the end. It was so well supported in-
spite of us not getting the direction
arrows up to tell our visitors where
the field was.

I think they must have done what sup-
porters of my Barn Dance Band do.

forming, car i
and listen for the MC WHh the b
‘gob’, then follow the sound!

Thanks are due to all those of you
who helped us set everything up,
many of you without being asked, it
always makes me feel so proud to be
part of Bampton at a time like that.
Thanks are also due to those who
gave us Raffle prizes, sponsored don-
keys, donated goods, sold {(and
bought) @“afﬂe tickets, ran the stalls
and helped us ;
Truly a cas
achieving much by uniti
ing together.

In all we made a profit of £ 3207.00
for the day.

Our wtip to Boumemouth followed
two days after the Donkey Derby,
now would you believe it I left some-
body there again! Don’t worry she
wanted to stay there with some
friends! It was once again a lovely
day, absolutely perfect weather, not
too hot, just what our members de-
served. Altogether ninety four people
went, convincing your Committee that
after all these years they are still do-
ing the right thing. I must look
through our Minute Books to see how
long we have been running the An-
nual Summer Outing,

I know that it is well over thirty years.
During those early years we were able
to afford lunch as well! If any of you
can remember those early trips and
have a story to tell, the Beam would
love to hear from you.

Josie’s Draw is our next fund raising
event. As usual it was on the Friday
before Armistice Day, which is the
10" November. This is* when' Josie,
her family and friends work so hard to
collate a load of good quality prizes,
sell loads of raffle tickets and organise
an evening of fun. with Bampton’s
own Swanny Lane, one  of the
county’s best singers to entertain us
all.

We are contemplating a- Christmas
shopping trip this year for our mem-
bers, the organising is in the very
early stages at the moment so I can’t
tell you any more.

If we do go ahead, we will invite you
in the normal way.

With Christmas coming up we need to
make sure that everyone who qualifies
to be on our list is there. The criteria

tained the national pension age. If you
know of anyone who qualifies and
would like to be on our list please let
Jeff Dando know on 01993 850643,
Bui please, you get their irst

We would like to wish all of you who
have helped us thmugh the year and
all our members a very happy Chmsb
mas and most of all ¢

PO T

form at your party pibayﬁ confact U@m
Rouse: Tel: 01993 850938 who will
do his best to accommodate you at
this very busy time.

The vmportant thing is to phone early
to book your “spot’. Most people with
young children obviously prefer the
earlier slots, whilst older groups can
accommodate them later, which
makes it fine for organising. It is very
difficult to fit every one in, but with a
bit of ‘give and take’ on all sides it
usually works out very well.

With all the wonderful hospitality that
the Mummers receive they sometimes
run late, so it is very difficult to get it
perfect, but they will try.

The Mummers objective is to main-
tain this wonderful Bampton tradition,
to entertain people at this joyous time
and to make as much money as possi-
ble for the SPAJERS. What you might
call Junketing.

They can start their programme as
early Spm and finish at about
11.30pm in the Pubs.

The cost of a performance is a dona-
tion to the SPAJERS put in the Mum-
mers collecting box which will be
passed around.

All the Mummers need from you is a
‘room to rhyme this merry Christmas
Time’ and of course enough room for
St George in shining armour to slay
the horrible Turkish Knight in your
house - don’t worry there is an in-
credible ‘Quack Doctor’ on hand to
see that it all ends well.

Last year their efforts raised just un-
der £1000.00. This year with your
help they would like to make it just
over !

Tel: Don Rouse 01993 850938.
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Bampton Garage

Local Friendly and Professional Service

Phone George on 01993 851947
Mobile 07768 912821

Tyres
Exhausts

Engine Diagnostics
MOTs Prepared &
Arranged
Glass Repairs

Servicing
Repairs
Clutches
Brakes
Welding
Air Con

All makes and models of cars, vans, campers and motor homes
Petrol and Diesel

The Coach House

College Farm
Bridge Street
Bampton
Oxon
OX18 2H%

Luxury Bed.and Breakfast Accommodation

|

& PITSTOP

QUALITY PARTS, COMPONENTS &

THE COMPLETE MOTORING SERVICE
ROLLING ROAD ENGINE TUNING
STATE OF THE ART DIAGNOSTICS

CAR REPAIRS I\
SERVICING - -

MoT WORK = 6 A WEEK
BREAKDOWNS

DISCOUNT CAR PARTS

ALSO HOUSING Seoc,,

y OXFORD CARB SERVICES s
Weber ! Solex ! Pierburg etc

O1993 SSO6S5<4

Unit 1, Viscount Court, Station Road, Brize Norton

COUNTRY
MARKETS

Masonic Hall,
Church Green Witney
8am - 10.45am
Come along and buy fresh
Vegetables
Eggs, Assorted Cakes
Savouries Pies
Assorted Handmade Cards,
Knitted Articles
Garden Plants, Flower
Vegetable Plants
The last Friday in the
Month brings out a
Craft Stall with Special
Christmas Gifts for sale
Everything home-made or
Home-grown

Come along and visit us.
Refreshments on sale.

The Robert & Doris Waltts

Residential & Nursing Home

30/32 Black Bourton Road
Carterton,
Oxfordshire OX18 3HA
Tel: 01993 844923/843102

18 Single Rooms
2 Double Rooms
All With Modern Facilities
Tastefully Decorated

Nurse Call System

The Robert & Doris Watts Residential & Nursing Home is a family run home offering a
high standard of nursing in a warm and homely atmosphere.
The fees represent excellent value for money.

Life Lease Purchase Also Available
In a new initiative, the concept of purchasing a lease-for-life is now being offered.
Such leases offer major benefits to clients of the home, and their estate.

Call us now for further information.
Or why not call in and see us? We will make you very welcome.

Page 34

Page 35



The Bampton Beam

November 2005

The Bampton Beam

November 2005

FOREIGN PARTS

By Jo Lewington

What Ugandans most wanted us to
tell people back home in England, is
how wonderful their country is, full of
natural beauty and wonderful friendly
people.

They know that the images that we
see back here on television are not a
pretty sight, dominated as they are by
the Lord’s Resistance Army doing
unspeakable things to people (yet
again in the name of God). And I did
have fears before I went of being
stopped by adolescent, drug-crazed
soldiers toting Kalashnikovs but those
fears were soon wiped away by the
endless helpfulness, friendly curiosity
and enthusiasm of everyone we met.

I went with a group who are building
and nurturing 2 schools, both out in
the impoverished countryside, both
found by driving down red mud roads.
One is a school for the deaf, the only
such one in a wide area and the other
a primary school in an area, which, in
spite of the government’s ruling that
primary schooling is compulsory, has
no school. Both have been started and
run by very dedicated Africans.

The English connection is through the
scout movement through which a
small charity was formed which has
helped build and fund both schools.
The charity is called ‘Building Better
Futures’ and it fund-raises, takes
small groups to Uganda to carry out
certain jobs, give moral support and
sees that the money raised is spent
wisely.

Those in the visiting group pay their
own fares and costs while in Uganda
so that any funds collected go to the 2
schools.

The primary school has developed
from a fragile structure of poles and
straw matting, to a brick building with
2 classrooms and a corrugated iron
roof. There are 150 pupils and 4
teachers. We painted the building and
did murals and gave funds for class-
room furniture and a fence (to stop
straying animals eating the schools
garden). The surrounding area of sub-
sistence farming, is so poor that even
the fees, as low as £1.00 a term are
too much for some pupils.

The Kavule School for the Deaf, also
caters for a wide area. Mostly in
Uganda, nobody caters for the deaf
and they are frequently viewed as
uneducatable.

There are 40 pupils and because they
come from far a field, most of them
are borders. The same charity,
‘Building Better Futures’, has paid for
the building of the classroom and the
dormitories and helped pay the teach-
ers salaries. Now the school is starting
a poultry rearing business both to
train pupils in animal husbandry and
to give the school an income so that it
can carry on its work. Again, most of
the pupils are too poor to pay fees.
My most overwhelming memory is of
the dedication of the teachers in both
these schools, working with no equip-
ment, in a classroom with 3 age
groups all
working  at
different
things; and of
the children
who got such
enjoyment

from the
small gifts
that we took
for them.

I hope I can
go back and

share in the
work they are
doing.

Children at he Deaf School

Exhibitions
and Events at
West Ox Arts

Gallery Bampton

Exhibitions
26 November-17 December

By Lantern Light
Join us for a beautiful show of West
Ox Arts members’ work on the theme
of light. Artists will interpret this
theme in the widest sense to suit their
medium. This exhibition will also
include lanterns made by children at
West Ox Arts workshops in Bampton
Primary School on Saturdays through-
out the autumn term, to be taken out
of the show and carried in The Lan-
tern Arts Magical Pageant on 16 De-
cember. The LAMP project has been
funded by Awards for All
Event
Saturday 16 December 2006
The Lantern Arts Magical Pageant
Join us for a magnificent celebratory
arts free event, including a children’s
procession of lanterns, a mummer’s
play, singing, music and a fire sculp-
ture. Directed by Paul Batten and
organised by West Ox Arts this com-
munity event has been funded by
Awards for All allowing us to hold
lantern making workshops in Bamp-
ton Primary School throughout the
autumn term, and will involve many
community arts groups. Many of the
performances have been specially
written for the Pageant. The event
will open with actors from the AWC
Players presenting a pantomime of
‘Cinderella and the Pirates’ in the
school hall at 5pm.
The procession will lead from Bamp-
ton Primary School to New Road,
Manor View, Broad Street, and the
Market Square. At the gallery join us
for the turning on of Bampton’s
Christmas lights - tree donated by The
Bampton Beam - accompanied by the
choir, Lower Windrush Choral Soci-
ety and then for a special children’s
percussion piece by Saltbox Music
Company. Then we process with the
children will hold their gently glow-
ing colourful lanterns back to the pri-
mary school. A second group from
AWC Players will perform a mum-
mers’ play, followed by a beautiful
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fire sculpture in the school grounds to
close at approx 8.15pm. The very wet
weather plan is to hold the whole
event in the school hall, and depend-
ing on numbers, to ask the audience to
process so that everyone has a chance
to see the show. Huge thanks to
Awards for All funding in making this
project possible.
Bampton Primary School for a tick-
eted event of ‘Cinderella and the Pi-
rates’
Tickets for the panto: Adults £3 and
Children £2 available on the door or
in advance from West Ox Arts Gal-
lery or the Cotton Club, Bridge Street,
Bampton. Tel: 01993 850137 E:
westoxarts @yahoo.co.uk. The rest of
the event is free.
7-28 January 2007
Children’s Book Ilustration
Exhibition
— artists from the Story Museum
A delightful exhibition for all of the
family featuring illustrations from
some much loved children’s books, by
artists and writers who are all linked
through The Story Museum a charity
set up to inspire children about books
and stories and help them to create
stories of their own. Artists exhibit-
ing will be Korky Paul, Mini Grey,
Sarah Garson and Sue Heap. Some
work will be for sale.
Children’s Show
Saturday 27 January 2007
The Happy Prince with Cornelius
and Jones Original Productions
Time: 2-4pm
Venue: Bampton Village Hall
Oscar Wilde's fairy tale tells of the
friendship between the statue of the
Happy Prince and a little swallow on
his way to Egypt for the winter.
Standing on a tall column, the Happy
Prince can see all the ugliness and
misery of the city, and though his
heart is made of lead he cannot help
but weep. The swallow agrees to stay
with the Happy Prince and help the
poor people who are suffering from
cold and hunger. This classic story is
retold using puppets and large ani-
mated sculptures, and contrasts the
harsh realities of a city in winter with
breathtaking scenes of the warm
Egyptian paradise that awaits the
swallow. With spellbinding music
composed by Andrew Dodge, this is a
magical experience for children and
adults alike.

Registered Charity No. 266542

(17,
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West °xArts
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Tel: 01993 850137

WOA Gallery
Market Square, Bampton, Oxon OX18 2JH

westoxarts @yahoo.co.uk

Robert Vesey Room in Bampton Library
Monday 30" October - Saturday 16th December

Caroline Hudson
'Tﬁmuﬂﬁ the lens’

An exhibition of photographic work
Opening hours for the Robert Vesey Room in Bampton Library are:
Monday and Thursday 2.30-4.30pm,
Wednesday and Saturday 10-12am
Bampton Library 01993 850076

Caroline Hudson is a local photographer who turned professional in 2002 in re-
sponse to the wishes of friends and family who loved her work. They frequently
chose her photographs in preference to those they had taken professionally.
She is skilled in portraiture and aims to capture the essence and beauty of a per-
son. She is happy to work with both children and animals.
As a wedding photographer she captures the atmosphere and emotions of the
entire day for her clients to treasure for years to come.
This exhibition is a collection of her recent work and includes some reproduc-
tions of old pictures of Bampton from the beginning of the last century compar-
ing them with the same view in the present day.
Pay a visit to the Robert Vesey Room during November and the beginning of
December and find an original gift for a friend or relative or indulge yourself.

Ages 5 plus Cost: £5 per ticket.
Puppet making workshop run by
performer Neil Canham
Time: 3pm
Cost: £4 per child
Opening hours Tues-Sat 10.30am-

12.30pm, 2-4pm and Sun 2-4pm
Please call part-time administrator/
curator Olivia Thornton for more in-
formation or images, she is in the

Tel: 01993 850137.

E:westoxarts @yahoo.co.uk
www.wospweb.com

West Ox Arts seeks new volunteer
Treasurer
West Ox Arts is the gallery and arts
centre based in Bampton Town Hall.
We are a charity and community run
organisation, always trying new ideas
and bringing beautiful art and crafts to
West Oxfordshire. After eight happy
years David Pullman would now like

to retire from the role and we are
seeking a new Treasurer.

The role is one of the most crucial for
the organisation, and we would be
extremely grateful to anyone with
some business experience and book
keeping skills to help us to continue.
We are looking for someone who
likes art, but basic accounting knowl-
edge is far more important as well as a
bit of spare time. West Ox Arts is a
charity run by volunteers and a part-
time administrator, part funded by
West Oxfordshire District Council
and Bampton Parish Council. We are
open to anyone to join and get in-
volved.

For further details please contact
the administrator Tues-Thurs
10am-4pm. Tel: 01993 850137, E-
mail: westoxarts @yahoo.co.uk, or
just pop in for a chat.
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OUT OF WORK FARMER - TURNED AGRICULTURAL

They say that the pen is mightier than
the sword, but I never ever imagined
how powerful it would be when used
in conjunction with the Bampton
Beam. I am referring of course to my
article in the last publication re the
Chicanes. What a result! There was I
saying how tolerant Bampton people
were being when suddenly KAPOW!
Everyone is calling me on the phone,
by email, stopping me on the street
and even calling at my house. Next I
had Radio Oxford wanting to know
my views as well as other people in
the area, this was

CORRESPONDENT

By Don Rouse

At the time of writing the survey is
still on going, so I do not have actual
figures, you will have to wait till the
Spring Issue for them. What I can tell
you is that so far we have had over
five hundred people sign to say that
they are dangerous and two people
say that they are not. Many people
have expressed a view that whilst they
are dangerous they do not want them
done away with and nothing put in
their place, they do feel that we still
need ‘calming measures’. A lot of
very good ideas have been put for-

all the Councillors that I know, which
is most of them, are not on the Coun-
cil for egotistical indulging, but are
there as volunteers to make Bampton
a better place. One of them recently
told me how much time and effort
councillors had put into the scheme
and we really do appreciate that, but
going back to the ‘pudding’ metaphor,
many a good cook has spent hours in
the kitchen only to find that the fin-
ished product is a disappointment.
That’s life!
I must admit the aforementioned
councillor  still

followed by BBC
television wishing
to come and see|
what all the fuss is

about. Next I spent )
an afternoon with
Bill Heine in the
BBC studios, what
did he have on his
desk in the studio?
The Bampton
Beam of course.

With all these peo-
ple coming to me
with their concerns
about the chicanes,
especially the Sta-
tion Road one, I
felt it was my duty
to look into the
situation. Accord-
ing to my Sub Edi-
tor, the majority of
the Parish Council
is in favour off !
what the County |
council has pro- €22

I think they
should bring back
 the horse and cart,

declined to sign the
survey to say that
he was in favour of
1 the chicanes.
To me the ultimate
Jlwould be for a
J public debate with
our councillors and
representative from
the County Coun-
cil. I know through
talking to so many
people whilst do-
ing the survey that
there is a lot of
good ideas out
there and they
should be included
in the debate.
w1 am sure that my
Sub Editor will do
=l his usual stuff and
“*Amake running
comments, which I
| must admit I enjoy
and appreciate. But
{1 do find it neces-

vided them with.

My feeling is that the ‘proof of the
pudding is in the eating” and as at the
time of the publication of the last
Beam, not many people, councillors
included, had had a real good taste of
the pudding that had been cooked.

So with this in mind, a few responsi-
ble people have got together with the
view of finding out what people really
think about them, so for the last few
weeks they have been carrying out a
Survey to assess people’s reactions.

ward and we shall include them in our
report when it is published.

Our motivation has been based purely
on the people of Bampton’s concerns
for safety on our roads. Our report
will be sent to both the Parish Council
and the County Council, what we
would like is for our Parish Council to
take notice of what the people want
and join us in making Bampton safe.
It might mean that a few will have to
change their minds on the issue, but

sary to take him to
task on a comment he made in the last
Beam. He said, and I quote ‘Perhaps
one of Don’s problems is that he
learnt to drive in a tractor’!! Come on
Fred, what part of the world are you
from? In the early 1950s when I
passed my test, the farming commu-
nity around here were a tough and
hardy lot! There were no such things
as cabs and heaters, we were sat ON
the tractor exposed to all the elements,
we didn’t stop if it was raining or
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snowing, and in fact we didn’t even
stop to have a wee! But of course all
that was well before the Health and
Safety people were let loose upon us!
Incidentally Fred, I did pass a driving
test as recently as 1997 which enabled
me to drive double Decker Busses!
There is nothing to beat farming for
reminding us that no matter what hap-
pens, life always goes on. I attended
our Harvest Festival last Sunday, giv-
ing thanks for a successful year and
when I got home there was my
neighbour busy planting next years
crop of wheat. No matter whether this
year went well or not, the optimistic
cropping goes on. We all know that
the ‘Harvest Festival’ is for all walks
of life, not just farmers and gardeners;
it is for every one to give thanks for
the blessings of the year, well so our
Vicar says. But I wonder, do our Po-
lice celebrate a successful year with
their Speed Cameras? They seem to
achieve a better harvest every year!
Talking of Police, I do wonder and
worry about them; they are getting so
neurotic about being politically cor-
rect that they are losing all track of
good policing. They recently stopped
the use of a White Horse leading a
demonstration that was against the
closing of some of Banbury’s Horton
Hospital’s services. They claimed it
was on health and safety issues! Yet
what do they use when there is a big
demonstration?

Yes you are right, Horses!

I understand that the Police are not
too happy with Armistice Day pa-
rades. Somehow I think the right
place for all these P.C.PC’s who are
so concerned about health and safety
issues, is Afghanistan where they can
check out the safety issues of our sol-
diers before they go on any mission!
They will do more good out there than
they are doing here and what is more,
with them out of the way, normal
thinking people can get on with their
lives like they have done so success-
fully for hundreds of years. I just hope
they leave our Shirt Race alone.

I must admit that in times of trouble,
when we really need our own PC
Steve Patrick with his traditional style
of policing and he is unavailable, that
we suddenly appreciate him.

Recently we had a big straw fire here
at Lew, the Bampton Fire Brigade
were soon on the scene and had eve-

rything in control, roads blocked off
with very effective signs and lighting,
protecting all the Thatched Roofs in
the area that were vulnerable, pre-
vented the fire spreading to other
straw-filled barns. In general they
were in total control. Then along
came the Police, immediately three
people who had seen an undesirable
walking away from the village at the
time that the fire was started, rushed
to tell them of their observations,
pointing out that they must have
passed the villain on their way to the
scene. Did they turn to chase after
him? Which, I am sure is what our
own Bobby would have done. No,
these were very young P.C.PC’s,
whose first job was to ‘secure the
site’, their words not mine. A job that
the firemen had already done so pro-
fessionally thirty minutes before. I
have got to say to their credit that
within an hour and a half they did get
a Dog handler on the scene, but by
this time of course all traces left by
the villain had been washed away
with the fire hoses! Needless to say he
is still on the loose.

I would like to thank all of you who
bought my tapes and videos from Em-
mie’s ( there are still some left) be-
cause it gave my SPAJER contribu-
tions such a boost to start the year,
that it inspired me to set myself a tar-
get to raise one thousand pounds dur-
ing 2006 from my talks around the
county. At the time of writing the
amount raised stands at £950.00 with
a few more talks already booked at
£35.00 a time I shall more than make
it. So a big thank you to all those peo-
ple who have paid good money to
hear my ‘ramblings’. I hope it was
worth it.

I must admit that it never ceases to
amaze me how famous some of our
past and present Bamptonians are,
people always come up to me to talk
about people that they know or knew
from Bampton and I always feel so
proud if it is somebody that I have
been acquainted with.

Well this is the last of my ‘ramblings’
for this year as we look forward to
what awaits us in 2007.

I am sure that somewhere along the
way there will be some ‘goodies’ for
all of us. I might not be a Farmer any
more but I still have the optimism.

A Happy Christmas to you all.

The Chicanes - Again
By Fred Gray

What imterests me about Don’s article
how liberal he is with the interpreta-
tion of the facts. Did he actually read
what I said in the last ‘Beam’? For
instance I did not say ‘the majority of
the Parish Council is in favour of
what the County Council has provided
them with’. I said that the Parish
Council accepted the recommendation
of OCC to install chicanes’; this at
the time the recommendation was
made on traffic calming for the Vil-
lage.. I did not say that the Parish
Council was satisfied with the out-
come!

He also seems to insinuate that the
Parish Council is not reacting to the
concerns of drivers; yes it is - read the
PC minutes Don - and yes David
Hawkins’ Parish Council notes in
"The Beam’, where he gives updates
on progress with the discussions with
the OCC! Indeed, David has been in
constant dialogue with OCC to dis-
cuss options for improving the Station
Road chicane and recently - 16" Octo-
ber - there was a meeting with David
Hawkins and myself with OCC to
receive a copy of the report produced
by OCC on their speed surveys and
deliberations as to how to improve the
situation - see elsewhere in the
‘Beam’ for the report - and to discuss
the way forward. Note that we did not
accept the report’s recommendations
of a ‘do nothing’ approach, and at its
latest meeting, the Parish Council
agreed to send a formal letter to OCC
advising that it could not accept its
recommendation - of ‘do nothing’.
We have also sourced an audit report
which also supports a ‘do something’
approach.

Don also appears to insinuate that the
Parish Council members are not
‘responsible people’ since he states
that he and ‘a few responsible people
have got together with the view of
finding out what people really think
about them’ (the chicanes). I do hope
that this was an unintended slip of the
finger on keyboard keys Don, because
the Councillors are very responsible
people!

The Witney Gazette then waded in by
including a report that stated ‘An
overwhelming majority...said that
were against the chicanes’; the
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‘overwhelming majority” was 514
signatures of support from Bampton
people; there are 2500 on the electoral
role in Bampton, so how does The
Witney Gazette make 521 into a ma-
jority? The other 2000 really should
be asked their views.

In the same report - November & - The
Witney Gazette stated that Jonathan
Phillips - a member of the ‘action
group’ - said ‘we want them got rid
of’. Fine, if that’s the decision eventu-
ally taken, but I’'m sure Jonathan and
the ‘action group’ all agree that if the
Station Road chicane goes, it will
have to be replaced by some sort of
traffic calming feature, since I don’t
think that anyone contests the need for
traffic calming measures on our main
roads.

And was this survey really carried out
in a fair and balanced manner? Per-
haps through the ‘Beam’ it might have
yielded a more balanced response
from the residents of Bampton — yes
Don we also get phone calls and pleas
from people who do not want the chi-
canes removed, or at the very least
some form of traffic calming meas-
ures retained!

The fact of the matter is that the Par-
ish Council is in dialogue with OCC
to implement improvements to the
Station Road chicane; those measures
could be modification, or removal and
replacement with some other traffic
calming measure.

To insinuate otherwise is totally out of
order. The Parish Council will fight
until something is done to improve the
Station Road situation — notwithstand-
ing that the root cause of the problem
is nonetheless down to the behaviour
of some drivers — the ASDs (Anti-
Social Drivers)!

The Parish Council appreciates any
support it can get from the Villagers,
but we the rather negative intonations
being banded about by some members
of the ‘action group’ against the Par-
ish Council are grossly unfair and
uncalled for.

If we are to improve the situation,
then we all have to work together.

By the way Don, the Editor has
banned further chicane articles;
enough is enough she says, although
she will publish updates from the Par-
ish Council so that the Villagers know
what progress is being made with the
OCC.

DID YOU KNOW YOUR LOCAL HIRE CENTRE
IS IN CHALLOW?

Carpet Cleaners ® Garden Equipment

Cement Mixers ® Sanding Equipment
Scaffold Towers
Pressure Washers
Vibrating Plates
Chain Saws

Excavators/Diggers
Dumpers

Nailing Guns

Plus many other items

Faringdon We are behind the petrol garage in Challow

W&G Ind Estate

Opening hours:
Mon-Fi: 7.30 - 5.00
Saturday: 7.30 - 12.30

Wantage

Tel: 01235 772948

www.tvehireandsales.com
www.tvepowertools.co.uk
We also have a shop in Abingdon
Unit 16, W&G Ind Estate
Faringdon Road
East Challow OX12 9TF

Ploogott’s School of Dance

Est 1997

Children's Dance Classes

Bampton
Clanfield
Brize Norton

Mondays. Tuesdays.
Wednesdays. Thursdays.

All ages. Licensed Classes. CRB Checked

Principal R. Newman
01993 852355

Solution to the July
BEAM CROSSWORD

The winner of the July Crossword is
C J Clarke, of The Lanes, Bampton.
Congratulations, the £10 prize is
yours!

We would also like to donate £10 to
Cancer Research, as a thank you to
Bill Govier for producing yet another
crossword for ‘The Beam’.

The Bampton Beam
Adverts

Why not give your local business a
Lift?

Advertise in
‘The Beam’

(and get a free advert on the
Bampton Website!)

The rates for ‘The Beam’ are very
reasonable. So why not call the
Sub-Editor now and book your spot
for the next edition?

Tel: 01993 851653

Typical Prices per Edition

Full Page £100
Half Page £50
1/3rd Page £30
1/6th Page £25
1/12th Page £16

Additional Artwork from £20

THE BAMPTON BEAM’S CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS
Poise, equilibrium
8 With quick light taps
Emotionless face

11 Domestic fowls collectively
12 Style of interior decoration
13 Hand tool for boring holes
15 An adult female cat

16 To sieve

17 Rain heavily

19 Fragrant healing ointment
21 A specific allowance of food
24 Ring-shaped bread roll

25 Time or speed of movement
26 Having two beats in a bar

28 Unit for measuring intensity of
sound
29 Having died out

30 Established by law, performed
31 Defendant on a criminal charge

23
26
27

CLUES DOWN

Loathsome, detestable
Lingers, loiters

Group or series of eight

Of lesser or secondary importance
Family sitting room

Delayed leaving

Eft

Ceremonial splendour
Competitor

Absence of noise

A colourful parade or display
Enchant, fascinate

To handle roughly

Valley

Monotonous

Parisian gangsters or ruffians
Discourage or prevent from occurring
Strictly accurate

Town Hall Bookings
For Town Hall bookings contact Mrs B. Sapsford Tel: 851476.
Town Hall keys to be collected from Londis shop.
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DOMINO

Quality Menswear

44 Corn St. Witney
Tel: 01993 771413

FORMAL HIREWEAR EVERYTHING FOR THAT
SPECIALIST SPECIAL OCCASION

IMMEDIATE HIRE OF AGENTS FOR
Highland Wear
Page Boy Suits

Lounge Suits

Dinner Suits
Morning Suits

R. Cooper

BUILDERS - PAINTERS - DECORATORS
CARPENTRY - JOINERY - GENERAL HELPERS

SPECIALISTS IN DRY STONE WALLING

The Old Gasworks, Aston Road, Bampton
Oxon OX18 2AL
Phone/Fax 01993 851851

THE STANDLAKE
GARAGE

Proprietor: Peter Saxel
153 Abingdon Rd, Standlake, Oxon OX8 7RR

Tel: 01865 300203

REPAIR AND
SERVICING TO ALL
MAKES OF CAR

(Collection and Delivery Service)

M.O.T. TESTING STATION - PETROL
DIESEL - ACCESSORY AND
CONFECTIONERY SHOP - TYRES,
BATTERIES & EXHAUST SYSTEMS
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
(Fitting free of charge when supplied)
WHEEL BALANCING
CRYPTON TUNING
COAL, PARAFFIN, BARBECUE FUEL

DON’T HESITATE TO
CALL US
ALWAYS HAPPY TO
ASSIST

BOJANGLES

Rosemary Lane, Bampton
01993 850850
All aspects of hairdressing
Woven Highlights + Perms
Gents & Children
Senior Citizen’s Days
Tues, Wed, Thur 8.45am - 5pm

Fri 8.45am - 5.30pm
Sat 9am - 2pm

Appointments not
always necessary

Grange
Photographic

Portraits
Events—social & sporting
Weddings
Copies, enlargements &
restoration of your treasured
photographs

For details contact Caroline on
01367 810452
or e-mail
cdhudson@btopenworld.com
www.grangephotographic.com
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Simple,
Straightforward
Adyvice

Buying double-glazing need not be complicated! Let us
advise you on windows, doors, conservatories, patio
doors, sash windows and secondary glazing - no pressure,
no obligation.

Timber, Aluminium, PVCU.

Call 01865 324920

E-mail: info@oxforddoubleglazing.com
www.oxforddoubleglazing.com

[ 113
DOUE AZING

Established 1964

FENSA | ©

Showroom:

GREY
GABLES
GARAGE

CURBRIDGE, WITNEY, OXON OX18 7PD

Telephone
01993 702609
Fax
01993 774169

NEW SKODA

DEALER

New & Used Cars
of other makes available

MOT and garage repairs

LLONDIS

MARKET SQUARE, BAMPTON

(0 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

UNTIL 10PM

YOUR FRIENDLY COMMUNITY SHOP

AT YOUR SERVICE

ELECTRICAL METER KEYS CHARGED - NATIONAL LOTTERY - TOP UP MOBILE PHONE CARDS
‘ET VOILA’ FRENCH BREAD BAKED ON THE PREMISES - FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
FRESH MILK & CREAM - FREE RANGE EGGS - WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS & CIDER
COOKED MEATS & BACON : FROZEN FOOD & GROCERIES - POSTAGE STAMPS - VIDEO HIRE

BANK HOLIDAYS UNTIL 10PM

I
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY UNTIL 10PM

WE DO NOT CLOSE FOR LUNCH
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Relics of Witney
Limited

welcomes
traditional picture framing
by Richard Adams

Specialist paint
Colour consultancy
Furniture waxes and oils
Architectural ITronmongery

§

35 Bridge Street, Witney,
Oxfordshire
Tel: +44 (0)1993 704 611

Foot Health
Practitioner

Belinda Billinge
Dip.CFHP MPSPract(FHP) MVR
*Nail Trimming *Ingrown Toenails
*Corn Removal *Calluses Reduced
*Verrucae/Wart Treatment

For Home Visits call
01367 243052 or 07791 093023

Member of the Alliance of Private Sector Practitioners
Member of the Voluntary Register of Foot Health Practitioners

Motor Body Repairs
Tel 07910 032046

Free quotations

Insurance work undertaken

BAMPTON PHYSIOTHERAPY & ASSOCIATES

Fiona Farmer MCSP Dip MDT
Chartered Physiotherapist
Registered with the Health Professions Council
Bushey Court, Bushey Row
Bampton, Oxon OX18 2JU

Tel/Fax 01993 851753
We Treat: Back & Neck Pain, Headaches, Sports Injuries, Joint & Mus-
cle Problems, Rehabilitation, Post-Operative care
We Offer: Exercise Therapy, Mckenzie Therapy, Core Stability Train-
ing, Clinical Pilates, Yoga

Member of the Organisation of Chartered Physiotherapists in Private Practice _5‘_}\‘
e

Cotswld Bed & Breakfast

s st e s s she she sk sfe sieseskesk sk ok
Comfortable and well appointed accommodation in a

quiet backwater of Bampton, Oxfordshire
(on the edge of the Cotswolds 8 miles from Burford)

Ample off road parking

For information and booking
Tel: 01993 852703 or 01993 851126

E-mail: poshmargaret@btopenworld.com
or Encompass5@aol.com

U Trust

Painting e Decoraling °

Home Improvement Service

Internal & Fxternal Painting o Paper Hanging
Re-boarding o Covinge Artexing e Dadose Tiling

Al Maintenance Works e Clean Quality Workmanship

For Aavice and Free Fstimate
Call

Sarah
Tel: 01993 852191

Mobile: 07919 234371

The Bampton Beam
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Electrical Installations

Friendly local electrician
Free quotes & safety advice

Call: Dean Prior

Tel : 01993 201329
Mobile : 07990772153
E-Mail : ddlpelectrix@ntlworld.com

|

Avenue 4, Station Lane, Witney
Tel: 01993 703833

www.carpetoptions.co.uk

PARALLEL LINES

roptins

BAMPTON’S NEW, MODERN
AND FRIENDLY

Gents Salon

Bridge Street, Bampton

Opening Times
Monday: 10.00 - 5.30pm

Tuesday: 10.00 - 7.00pm
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 10.00 - 7.00pm
Friday: 9.00 - 5.30pm
Saturday: 9.00 - 2.00pm
Sunday: Closed

Tel: 01993 852001

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

cnduring quality

Simple, beautiful and strong.

=11
|

BT
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PELLMANS

Solicitors
1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxon OX29 4TB

Business and Employment Law

Divorce - Finances, Children & Cohabitation
disputes

Property - Residential and Commercial

Wills, Probate and Trusts

Tel: 01865 884400
Fax: 01865 884411

Evening surgery at North Leigh by appointment

[
=aife

Oxfordshire’s unique leisure facility is the
perfect place to relax and unwind from life’s
usual stresses.

Whatever the purpose of your visit you can enjoy
the atmosphere, however the mood takes you.

Witney Lakes Golf Club e greens Restaurant
Business Centre e Weddings
Special Occasions

Waters Edge Health Club

WITNEY

SOCIETY FOR
THE PROTECTION
OF BAMPTON

The Society aims to stop excessive
developments in the village, such as
large housing estates, and encourage

suitable developments. So far we
have been very successful.

To achieve these aims we need the
largest possible membership. If
you aren’t a member

DO JOIN NOW

Send your membership fee of £2
each (£1 for OAPs) for the period
up to December 2008, to
Society for the Protection of
Bampton
Manor House
Bampton, Oxon OX18 2L.Q

meet e escape ¢ relax e enjoy

LAKES

ELSHUSES

Tel: 01993 893000 www.witney-lakes.co.uk
Downs Road, Witney, Oxfordshire. 0X29 0SY
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il‘liglner Attire

HIGH QUALITY LADIES
DRESS HIRE

= Evening & Ball Gowns
= Designer Gowns

= Cocktail & Prom Dresses

= Handbags & Accessories

= Hire or Buy

= Sizes available from 8 to 24

= Very Competitive Prices

= Delivery & Collection Service

Viewing by appointment only
or book a party & try in the
comfort of your own home

Please call Helen
(after 6.30pm weekdays or any-
time weekends)

Tel: 01993 878441
Mobile: 07798 785415

email: helen @higherattire.co.uk
www.higherattire.co.uk

HELP - AT - HAND
PRACTICAL HELP OF ALL KINDS

Garden & home maintenance,
transport, ‘blitz’ cleaning,
shopping, care of holiday

homes, carpet cleaning, odd

jobs, etc., etc.

Whatever help you need, just

phone Peter or Stephanie on

01993 822324

helpathand-local @hotmail.co.uk

Friendly and reliable local people

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO
MUCH TROUBLE

ALL SORTS OF WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING
ODD JOBS, GARDENING, DIY,
DRIVING, SHOPPING ETC.

Call
Richard Cooper
On

Tel: 01993 851059
Mob: 07786494568

Paul Simmons
Interior / Exterior Decorator

Fully apprenticed with
20 years experience
in all finishes.

For friendly professional service and a free quote ring

01993 852 317

or
J 07803 603 504

THE BAMPTON CLINIC

Moonraker Lane, Bampton

Tel: 01993 851359

PHILIPPA RAYNE
Osteopath

DE SZYMURA
Massage Therapist

GUS DE LA QUERRA
Sports Massage Bowen Technique

LIZ MOGRIDGE
Shiatsu Massage & Reflexology

KAREN COWAN
Psychotherapist

LUCINDA CARTER
Dietitian & Nutritionist
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Calendar of Kvents

Christmas Quiz, Cancer Research UK, Village Hall
Coffee Morning, Gardening Club, Town Hall, 10am — 1Znoon
AGM, Gardening Club, Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Christmas Carols, The Romany, 8pm
Key Stage One Concert, Bampton Primary School, 9.30am
Christinas Bazaar, Bampton Primary School
Magpie Lane Concert, Bell Restoration Appeal, 5t Ma
ht, Methodist Ch

rn Arts Magical Pageant and Christmas Tree L

WOA

Axnnual St. Beornwald’s Day Concert, Bampton Classical Opera,
5t. Mary’s Church

Short Holiday Break to Isle of Wight, Gardening Club

Movies on the move, Stand by Me, Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Aesop’s Fables, Abingdon Touring Theatre Company, Village
Hall

Exhibition on Bampton Football Club, Bampton Archive, Vesey
Room

Wooden Spoon Quiz Challenge (TBC), Bampton Primary School

Children’s Show, The Happy Prince with Cornelius and Jones, ||

WOA, Village hall, 2pm

BEWG AGM, Village Hall
Cabaret Evening, Bampton Primary School

Car Book Sale (TBC), Bampton Primary School
BEWG Open Meeting, Talk on Red Kites, Village Hall, 8pm

Village Garage Sale, SPAJERS

BEWG Open Meeting, Talk on Wildlife, Village Hall, 8pm

BEWG Open Meeting, Talk on hunting for British orchids, Vil-
lage Hall, 8pm

West Oxfordshire District Council Environmental Services

Holiday Refuse and Recycling Collection

Normal Collection Day

Revised Collection Day

Wednesday 27 December

Thursday 4 January

Wednesday 10 January Back to Normal

For further information access the Website on
www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment

Copies can be obtained from Temple’s, Emmie’s and A. Simmonds Old Fash-

The Bampton Directory

ioned Village Store, at a cost of £1.

Council, and 1s
households and

Emmie’s, Abbey Properties, Temples,
Patrick Strainge Butchers, and The
Library.

Treasurer
Grace Wilkins
Advertising
Fred Gray: Tel: 851653/Fax: 851892
E-mail: fredgray @ witneyserve net
Photography
Richard Wilkins
Fred Gray
Contributions are always welcome

and should be sent to:
The Editor
The Bampton Beam
¢/o The Cotton Club
Bridge Street,

Bampton, Oxon OX18 2HA.
Next Deadline: 31" January 2007
While every effort is made to ensure
that the information contained in this
publication is accurate, neither the
Bampton Parish Council, the Editor,
nor anyone supplying information or
articles for inclusion in the magazine,
can accept any responsibility for the
consequences of any error that may
occur. The views expressed in The
Bampton Beam are not necessarily
those of the Editor or The Parish
Council. Personal views are the
responsibility of the author in each

case.
The Beam Team wishes to thank The
Cotton Club and all of our adverfisers
for their continued support. If you
wish to have The Bampton Beam
posted to yourself, or a relative or
friend, please send your name,
address and cheque (made payable to
The Bampton Beam) to:
The Bampton Beam, Subscriptions,
¢/o The Cotton Club, Bridge Street,
Bampton, Oxon OX18 2HA.

Annual Subscriptions
£3.00 for UK : £10.00 for overseas
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