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1887  4.6.1887.

ASTUN BENEFIT CLUB. (Held on Whit-Tuesday.)
¢«ssThe bells rang merrily at intervals, and the morris dancers
paid their annual visit,

1899 27451899y De5e

essThe morris dancers amused the inhabitants, as usual, in their
ancient dance during the day.

1904 .28§5.4904' ?040

«+oThe Horris Dancers, as usual attracted great attention from
the visitors and the children with their garlands were as
nunerous as ever. ;

1905 17.6:1905, Db,

The ancient Morris Dancers, as usual, created a great deal of
amusenent.

1906 94641906, Ds5e

eeothe lorris Dancers in the early part of the day attracted
many spectators, but for some reason before the day was over
they disbanded partnership, which caused some disappointment,

4202 25:541907, P-ao

The morris dancers provided the chief attraetion. They came out
in a most respectable manner, with their new costumesj they had
several new dances this year one being the sword dance, which was
very interesting. llr. F.J. Staples-Browne entertained them to
dinner at mid-day and the Vicar to tea in the eveninge..

25¢561907, Dole

ASTON. (The Club Feast, held on Whit-Tuesday.) ,
«sealso a few of the "lMorris Dancers" from Bampton, went over
in the evening, which was another attraction for the villagers.

1908 134641908, Dolte

«s+The llorris Dancers amused a number of the inhabitants and
friends in their grotesquedances and costumej they were entertained
to dinmer, through the kindness of F.J.Staples-Browne, Lsq., and

to a meat tea at the Vicarage in the evening, through the kind—
ness of the Vicar...

1909 54641909, De5e
ANCIENT MORRIS.
The ancient Morris Dancers, in their grotesque costumes, amused

a large number of inhabitants and visitors during the morning
and afternoon on Whit-londay, and were well patronised.

2219 24.5.4910’ PeDe

There was no Club Feast this year, the only amusement was the
"Ancient lorris Dancers", which seemed to be as popular as ever.
They gave exhibitions of their skill, at the residence of a

23



large number of inhabitants, and was a source of pleasure to
the Jjuviniles. 4 large number of strangers wntered the town,
there being no special attraction elsewhere.

14641910, DsSe
BANPTUN MORRIS DANCERS CHALLENGE ALL COMERS.
Bampton has always been noted for its lorris Dancing, and as
this old English amusement has been brought to the front lately,-
the Bamption lorris Dancers have taken care that their claim to
be the best exponents of the art should not be overlooked.
The result has been that one of their number was interviewed
last week by a representative of the "Daily News", and the
following account a gearedvin that paper on Saturday last:-

REVIVAL OF THE lORRIS. :

Another claimant to the proud title of lMorrisman has appeamred,
Bill Wells is his name - Bill Wells, fiddler, dancer, concertina
and pieccolo played, hawker and gardener - to enumerate only a
few of the new pretender's occupations and accomplishments.
Until quite recently Bill Wells had been pursuing with amazing
method the somewhat uneven tenour (sic) of his way in this
little rustic town, where he was born and bred. Like the rest of
the twelve hundred peaceful souls who constitute the population
of DBampton, he rose with the dawn and retired to rest at eight
in the evenin% punctuallg as the curfew tolled at St, liary the
Virgin, the old parish church nestled among the elms, some

two miias from his cottage in the Wealds @ = .

But one day he read in the papers that the village dancers
of Stratford-on-Avon had been invited to appear in London as
the exponents of the genuine Ptorris of tradition. From that fatal
moment Bill Wells' peace of mind was gone. Angrilly he speculated
on the vagueness of fortune which favoured dancers who manifestly
could not pretend to be such indisputable experts as were himgelf
and his set of Oxford shire men.

"What!" he sdliloquised, "I have been-dancing the-liorris
for the last twenty~five years exactly in the style transmitted
to me by grandfather and great grandfather; and shall it now
be said that the Bampton style is not as autheantic as that of
the Stratfordians?"

AN INPETOUS (S8ic) FIDDLER. :
B5illy Wells summoned a council of war and issued the historic:
proclaimation, which is faithfully transcribed hereunder: ‘e

"Having read a good deal lately in "The Daily Neww", I feel
it our duty, as we challenge to be the oldest set of morris-
dancers in or out of Oxfordshire, to state that the original
Morrés has been kept up unbrokenly and can be traced back over
three hundred years. We are old-fashioned country people,
bred and born here, so have never been very far outside to see
or meet with these so-called revivals of morris-dancing, but
should anyone care to contradict this statement or send us a
challenge we should like to meet with any other set of dancers
in or out of Oxfordshire that can boast a longer or better
proof of style." :

In spite of its quaint phraseology the proclaimation is
explicit enoughs I had the privilege to hear it rcad by the
author himself, and the defiant, musketeer-like attitude with
which he folded his arms on his breast, watching the effects
of his declaimation, further emphasised the martial spirit
that burned in him,

Our meeting place, let it be duly chronicled, was a cabbage
patch "down the allotments" in the Weald, where ﬁilly Wells fills
up time as he subsequently explained to me, in growing vegetables



the noon-tide in the open field was oppressive, This, I take it,
?igdﬁome effect in arresting the flow of language in the impetuous
ers :

A CLEVER MORRISHMAN. ‘

“Our set", he informed me, "consists altogether of ten menmbers.,
There are six dancers, all farm hands, from the neighbouring
villages, a sword bearer, a fool or jester, a ragman, and a fiddler.
Usually the padt of sword bearer is given to the older member of
the company. At Bampton it is filled by my uncle, Harry Radband,
who is an old age pensioner over seventy~five years of age, lis
duty consists in offering to the spectators a. piece of cake and
getting in return a plece of money. He is at once the sword=-
beaper and the money-box-bearer, A very difficult position to
£111, You must be pretty cute, I tell you. You see, you mustn't
part with the cakes before you get the money, and that takes a
lot of doingi" :

Billy Wells' own role for the present is that of fiddler. le
has no technical knowledge of music he admits, and picked up by
ear all the tunes he performs on.his fiddle. :

"I don't know how I do it", he told me, not without a trace of
pride, "but I always manage to keep time with the dancers, I play
also the piccolo and the concertinai but what most astonishes
people here is the performance I give at the.same time.with the
violin and the mouth-organ, They say it is wonderful,"”

Cne of the most important attributdéns; it appearsy is that
of clown, Not only must the actor be a man of ready wi%, but he
must have thoroughly mastered the whole art of morris damcing, so
as to be able, if neccessary, to replace any member of the company
who may drop out through fatigue of accident. !y informant himself
acted in that capacity for several years, and to this he atbributes
his success as a llorris man. ‘ .

"To be a good clown", Billy Wells gravely assured me, "your...
limbs must be as nimble as your téngue., I trained myself to pick
up threepenny pleces with my eyelids, and as regards wit, it isn't
for me to say. 1'll leave you to Jjudge." .

25u6n4910, 9050

REVIVAL OF lNORuIS DANCING. (g
As so much has been written lately about lorris dancing, and as
the men in Bampton claim to have the true spirit of the real
"liorris Dance", which includes the stiff knee, the spring from the
ankle, and the backward throw &f the figure, the real distinctive
characteristic of the danceés, is well executed by the original
"orris Dancers” of this town, and supposed to date from somewhere
about the eighteenth-cntury, are in danger of losing their laurels,
as the youth and young girls are being btaught in villageés to
perform the dance...

lMary Neal...in collaboration with lr, Sharpe, by bringing lir.
Kimber - the leader of the Headington Horris men from whom the
tunes of the dances had been "collected" -« up to London where he
taught the girls the dances...

2471910, Pede
BAITPTON«
LOCAL HISTORY OF MORRIS DANCING. Pt s i
A correspondant writes giving an interesting account of morris .
dancing in this district. The present generation of morris dancers
in Bampton, says the writer, can go back some two hundred years
by means of documents and traditions handed down to father and
son, showing that this district was well known for its morris
dancing. One hundred years ago, he says, there were eight sets of
dancers in the district, each differing in nénor points, but all



performing the propér movements demanded by the Morris dance.
Some sets used short sticks instead of the pocket-handkerchief,
which has always been ddopted by the Bampton men. In the old days,
Ducklington had a very smart set, and Leafield set was considered
to be one of the bestj Buckland, Kencott and Filkins turned out
some good lorris dancers. These sets visited the village clubs,
and did much to enliven the proceedings. Oftentimes three sets
would meet in compatition, and if Bampton were in it they
generally came out top. The old style of dancing has been kept
up to the present day, with wonderful exactness, and in this no
doubt lies the charm. The old tunes have also been preserved,
although the words have in many. cases been lost...llorris dancing,
concludes this writer, is rightsdown hard work, and in the old
days when it was more common than it is now, the performers
often got "liore kicks than half-pence®”, It was not an uncommon
thing for them to dance all day long, and by the time. they had
paid the fiddler, and the cost of ribbons and artificial flowers,
to find themselves actually out of pocket. These old morris
dancers danced for the.love of it. The people of Bampton still
support this ancient institéitiony and the present members of the
llorris are the best to be found anywhere. -

1 12 4‘6.49‘12’ pwq‘t

Un llonday, Bank Holiday, the town was very quiet, the only
attractions being the ancient lMorris Dancers, which, as ugual,
attracted a considerable amount of attention. A large number of
visitors from London, Birmingham, &c, were down for the holidays.

14641912, Dok
ASTON CLUB FEAST. (Held on Whit-Tuesday.)
+ssh great many visitors visited the village in the eveding, the
attractions provided included the Band, Morris Dancers, &c.

1913 244541913, pels

ASTOl. (Club feast on Whit-Tuesday.) few of
«++he Bampton HJorris Dancers also gave a Sdeidgtheir noted
dances. «s 4

1914 64641914, Dolke

FPORESTLRS FETE. ’

‘he morris dancémg was much appreciated, and many visitors came
from a distance to witness it.

1919 14,6.19194 pe3s

HORKIS DANCING. :

The old-fashioned custom of liorris dancing was revived here

on Whit-lionday after a lapse of four years. llany strangersy who
apparently had not seen the dances before, were much interested,
and from the satisfactory manner in which the men danced outside
many houses in the village considerable time must habe been
spent in practising. T it

1920 2945019204 De3e

+ s s Throughout the day there was a succession of performances,
given by the now famous troupe of liorris~dancers, which is a
pleasuee to state, a profit to themselves, and a delight to the
spectators,. llany came from a distance to observe and take notes
of the dancers, who, it is sald, are the modern exponents of the
original band of llorris-men, who delighted the inhabitants of
this district more than five hundred years ago. It is a good
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thing that the hustle of today has not entirely wiped out all
the old customs.

1921 2145419215 pPe3e

«e+sThe celebrated troupe of lorris-dancers, whose records have
benn traced to over four hundred years ago, again livened matters,
and their takings for the day proved to be the biggest on record.
lioreover, amongst those who came from a distance in cars to take
notes of thelr performance was a party from Oxford, who extended
an invitation tp the Morris-men te go to Oxford an& exhibit their
gglgntigefore a more critival audience likely to be met with in
8T CLlUYews - ¢ ;

1922 94641922, De3s

«s:0f course the Morris-dancers, alb®dt a smaller troupe than
usual, performed their famous and time-~honoured dances, to see
which many came long distances, but, although they met with a
fair measure of success, their receipts were not quite up to

the usual standard. It is possible that this may be but a tempo-
rary falling off, and it would be a pity to lose all the simple
0ld English customs...

1923 254541923, Pe3e :

+ssAs before a great many people came to watch the well-known
troupe of lorris dancers, whose efforts this year beat -all
records from a financial point of view. It was considered that
they have never given a better display than that of londay,

and they footed it late in the evening, after practically twelve
hgurs of dancing, as lightly and correctly as they did at the

2 arti .

12@,"”,, "506019241 Pe3e ;& 4

ee+a8 usual the lorrise dancers attracted sight-seers from f
and near to witness their widely renowned dexterity.

1925 54641925, paks

The lorris dancers as usual on Whit-londay gave Bampton an air
of holiday-making with thei old world pastime. They were in
excellent form which earned hearty applause, and as a large
nunber of strangers were attracted to watch them their receipts
were worthy of their great efforts...

1926 2845419264 Dpa3a

The principal item of interest in Bampton on Whit«llonday was the
famous troupe of lorris~dancers, The teamy which consists of six
dancers, the cake bearer, the "fool" and the fiddler, has this
year been re-constructed, and for +the first time in many years
contains other than Bampton men, It is considered by good autho-
rities that the Bampton morrisemen hold unbroken record of foub
hundred years, and that during the whole of that period there
has always been one at least bearing the name of Tanner. The
present head, who is an old dancer and whose grandfather and father
also followed the craft, has three sons and a sonein-law among
the performers, and his name is Tanner, As usual, a number of
sight-seers, including press men and photographers, came long
distances to watch the performance., The men again made a very
long day and their efforts met with a satisfactomy reward. They
wish to thank lMiss Cobb for giving them teaas usual, and Colonel
and lrs., Bliss for providing a splendidi cake. Thanks are also

due to Ir, A.Clark, of Carterton, the new fiddler, to whom Ghey



are indebted to much of thelr success.

8927 104641927, Ds3s

For perhaps the first time in the centuries during which
liorris dancing has been in vogue at Whitsuntide in Bampton,

two troups this year made their appearances. This on account

of an unfortunate split in the camp, the cause of which is
laid to various reasons and creates but little interest .
generallys. As a resulty the late troup deserted their veteran
fiddler, lir. Wm. Wells, who had been connected with Bampton
liorris dancing for forty years and its guiding light for the
greater part of that period, and imported a musician, a.
circumstance which decidedly spoils the parochial character

of the pastime that has existed for more than four hundred 08
years. Not to be daunted, lir, Wells collected another band of
young meny and in an incredibly short space of time turned e
them into an efficient troup of dancers, whose performance

was a source of wonder and delight ‘during the whole of Whit-
liondaye. The Morris-dancers were a greater attraction than ever,
and people came in from long distances to see them, lir, Wells
is very gratified with the reception they had on lMonday, and
on behalf of his tromp thanks all patrons for their generous
support and hopes for similar pleasure for many years to

CONE « Ao, ot .

1934  25.541934y D3, ,

There were fewerepeople than usual visited Bampton on White
lionday to watch the llorris Dancing, though many passing.
motorists stopped thei cars to watch the unusual sight od
the lloxris lien in their quaint white clothes, There was only
one team of dancers this year, instead of the customary two,
but most parts of the town were visited sometime during the
daFese ke : ek

1935  1446.19354 DeBe :

There was, as usual, an influx of visitors to Bampton on White
londay to see the centuries old custom of lorris dancing. s
The stormy weather somewhat spoilt the event, but for the greater
part of the day the dancers went out in the streets, and in

the gardens of the larger houses., The leader of the liorris team
was again lire William Wells who led the dancing with his violin
as he has done for the lask £ifty years...

1222 2¢604959’ Pelts
WHITWIONDAT MORKIS DANCING.
lir., Wells' Grand Record, _
The centuries' old custom of Whit~londay lorris Dancing was
again duly carried out at Bampton on londays The weather being
favourable no doubt had the effect of bringing extra visitors
into the town, and the market square at times presented quite
a busy scenes There were again two sets of dancers, one under
the leadership of lirs S.Bennet,; and the other under the leader=~
ship of the well-known William Wells. gy

liry Wells, who is now 72 years of age has now equalled the
record of his family for service with the lMorris lleny in that
he has served 52 years as dancer or fiddler. He stili;ﬂopes to
carry on if he can do so next year he will have broken seven
records, He is proud of the fact that he is the only one to
have three generations serving in the teams He is the only
Bampton fiddler who has broadcast which he has done three .
timesi he is the only one who'has played for the making of a
record; he has been awarded both the bronze and golden medals
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by the English Folk Dance Scocietyj; he has taken his team of
dancers to the Dance Festival in Lgndon on several occasipns,
and once represented England in the Festival in Hyde Park, An
intereting incident was the visit of a team of Morris Dancers
from Bishops Stortford who came to watch the Bampton men but
occasionally gave them some very practical help by dancing
while the Bampton men resteds..

After the judging (of the garlands) was complebed, the
liorris Dancers gave an exhibiton of dancing on the lawn (of
Mrse Bliss' house,) j ‘

1944 64641941, Dol ‘

WAR FUND CUNTRIBUTIOCNS. e § oot §

In fine traditional spirit of merriment and good humour White
llonday spent its annual holiday to good purpose. In the early
morning young children were parading with garlands. Two groups
of Bampton lorris dancers were on their toes the whole-day, the
six dancers of each group were the source of considerable
attmection to visitors, evacuees and local folk, Each group had
its clown and fiddle, assisted by a supporter carrying a sword
through which a cake rested, This idea is supposed to bring
good luck to the person tasting and indirectly contributing

to the active pleas of the collector, In both companies of B
dancers the clown or fool caused much merriments Thelr compre
tions and fun compelled many a laugh. Fiddlers in esach group
kept their men together well, Mr. Clarke and Gingie Wells know
all there sis to know in these old world dance 1es. [iry Wells
has fiddled for 54 years without a break, and amongst his set
of dancers representatives of three generations of the Wells
family were in evidence, Throughout the day the cash box was -
well supported, the contents going to the war effort, namely
The Spitfire Fund, handed to Cols Colville, Ds3s0s, £17 and

the Red Cross, &7 2s 5334 handed to the Rev. G.Bateman,

It is worthy of mention that the dancers, after a strenuous
day's work, should have been sufficiently generous in that by
their collections to the War effort they gave up the holiday for
so good a causes

3322 224541959, D6,
lorris Dances.
Early on Whit lMonday erowds gathered to watch lMorris Dancers as
they performed traditional dances in the streets. They danced
until the late evening,

Members of the senlor team were liessers. F.Shergold :
ReShergold, Allam and Knight. lusicwas supplied by lir, 3.ﬁewton
and the cake carriers were lir. ReWells and lMr, D.Hunt,

1960 1046419604 0104

llorris Dancing was held throughout the day and in the evening
mass dances were performed by visitors. llusic was supplied by
lire Black from Oxford and lMr, R.Hall of London.

1961 264541961, Deka

Onge again large crowds gathered on Whit londay to watch the
liorris Dancing in Bampton. They danced btheir way through the
streets and on the lawns of the big houses.

Dancers this year were liessers., P.Allam, F.Shergold,
C+Knight, F.Daniels, R.Shergold, A.Wixey. The clown was lir,
FelPurslow. llusic was supplied by Reg Hall (ragman) and Roy Dommett
with violin and melodions Cake carriers were iir, H,Wells and



1962 154641962, De5s

Morris dancers on Whit-lionday carried on the ancient tradition
of dancing through Bampton on lawns of the big houses. Dancers
were llessers, PsAllam, F.Shergold, R.Shergold, R.Knight (sic),
Jeknight, A.,Wixey and F.Daniels. llr¢ R.Allison was cake carrier
g:ilthe clown was lirs Pursloes lusic was supplied by lir., Reg

.

w 7.60196’1 Pe9e ; v :
svsThe Bampton Morris Dancerm, under their leader lir, Francis
Shergold, danced through the day in the streets and in the
gardens of big houses., In the evening teams of other dauncers
Joined them untll midnighbte... : :

12@5 4116»49655 Po?c

MORRIS MENe v : ‘

From the early moraning the Bampton Morris liem danced round

the village and were followed by vidgibors from all parts of
England and overseas. The dancing continued until ‘late evening.

19.21 306.1971; p.a-.‘ : : ‘

essiihile this was goigg on, the Morris lMen were out dancing in
the streets and attracting crowds of sightseers and photographers.
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3977+ Oxford Mails 26:5:1977:ps8¢ ;
lorris llen are danced off thelr feet. s e
ssel camera crew from Thames Television are coming down to film
the Bampton lorris Dancers in action rehemrsing for their
traditional Whit londay revelsSess v 1% I vianee ‘
_Although the camera crew will concentrate on shooting the
Bampton Forris dancers in action between noon andé p.m, at five
or six losations in the township, the programme scts out to
show the different baakgrﬁun&a~o§ the nineteen mombergies

Une is @ policeman, Another is a Customs and ‘xeise man,
Another is ercdit sales manager of an Qxford department store,
Another 1s a supervisor, Another is a cowman, A% least three are
tractor driverg.ee - o ey 4 ,

The range in their ages from 9 year-old Patrick Fidler, who
is already quite a precocicus dancer, to Son' Townsend, who =
despite his nume « is in his sixties and in his 55rd year with
theidanderpliy i o0 SEiRi 1T NI 6w vi0 CETEIN o

- Traditionally, Arnold Woodley accompanies accordianist
Frank Purslow on the fiddle. But on Sunday he will also be
Joining in the dancing for a stretch while he demonstrates to
v%ewﬁra how he teaches children - and older recruits - the dance
SREPRGe 4 . o LI BIBLIEE ERR QR SVHG. FARSEEY, S a0t gl

Cn that day (June 6th) they will start demecing outside the
old people's flats in pton at 9 a.ni, move on down to the
ﬁarr~s~éiawaga8,ep~n&ag time, do the rounds of the hostelries,
put in an appearance at the community fete, and wind up «
still daneing ~ in the courtysrd of the George and Dragon as
darkness fallBees ik St Bk fo ol S Xl o

Though Arnold Woodley's great unele, Dick Butler, played
the fiddle for the team whoih Janced at Queen Vietorias golden
Jubilee in 18874 the present squire feels it would be too much
to ask his men to turn out and shake a leg after their narathon
efforts the previous day. ' : J
(Photo, as in Oxford Mail., 4.,1.1978. See page 17.)




piitl. (Including references to William Kimber.)

892« Oxford Timese 3+7¢13974peds
o lquQﬂ QUARRY,
Jubilee lay cclabrated...ﬂaaoiggmanﬂ singing was indulged in,
accompanied by lirs Willoughby ber (sie) on the concertina,
gr. in&ﬁerry amused the company with his comic songs and clog
ancingess :

*Ho morris dancing is mentioned in this cquite aemprﬁhanaiva
account of the feastivities, and this would seem to give moro
creedence to 1898 as the year of the revival. Ka

w Uxford ilail. 1.)*19)1 ,p.f::.
Tay ilorning.
«sothe FTorris dancers, for which iir, Kimber. as usualy playﬁﬁ
his concertinasses

Uxford ML 25'59"95“'?05;
LAKGE CROUWD AT BLLNEEINM.

The Headington liorris Dancers gave two exhibitionBes.

Oxford ﬁailq 26A§ 1?31,w.6.
il HEADINGTON HORRLS DANGEAS, who entertained a big crowd ab
the Eritish Legion fete at Blenheim Park.
(Phpto shows six men in whites, cross-baldricks and with bama,
headsy and a fcol. with bla&der‘ leaping in the air.) ;e

See also BAMPION, 1931)

% 3@3. 2546417554005
ar from Burford in Oxfordshire that on londay was held

there at the CGeorge Inn, a very nunerous lecting of the New
Interest Supporters...the gloriocus 0, of M, made hig entraunce to
the Town betwixt the llours of one and two in the Afternoon,
Before hig Coach caper'd a long train consgisting of CGrenmadiers,
sword-bearcrs and lorris-Dancersees



’K%iﬁGDON. R R ey
Oxford Times. 14.6.1957, p.12.

Ock Street 'Mayor' at Radley. .

...hovt colourful attractions at the Radley w.I. fete at
Wick"Hall, Radley on londay, were the Abingdon Moeris Dancers,
headed by the traditional Ock Street Boras and the lMayor of
Ock otreet lir. Tow Hemmings...

- s

o i ’ k A g 5 ,‘w“““-iy 5

BAMPTON (Contb.)

Oxferd Chronlcle. 29.5.1858, p. 3. POein ks ;
...The morris dancers added %o the amusement of the younm..,

Oxford Chrronicle. 2.6.1860, p.C. :
. +.The morris dancers cut uhelr capers, and the hollday
folks appeared to enjoy the festivities p¢ov;dxd..

xford Chronlcle. 25:5. 1%61 e 3,
...the Vorrice Dancers cayered the "8quire" grlmaced and %
exhibited his anticSe.. i : A 5
Oxford Pimesg.: ~ -30.5.1896, p.,8. : , T e
«..the ancient morris dancnrq created a good deal of amuse-
ment, es-ecially among visitors. Oy i
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(Witney Express. 9.641870, D.8.)

e«.the morris dancers made their appearance in the streets, and
there were a few stalls, &ec.

(Witney Express. 23.541872, Dpe8)

..,-hﬂ morris dancers put in an appearance, as is thelr womb

NG : Twa =pn Whitelionday, and +%ey cut some finv capers when performiag
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watke - oo s whe morris dancers were busily engaged from houde to house

Jingyt

Man frded
W 1§70 ~
ISL0 o va

fond dasd

their grotesque dancesy and "Joey" as faceticus as ever as
clown, and cause much merriment aith tua Juveniles, and also
to somegof the chkildren of a mature QIC#th

(Witney Bxpress. 846.,1876, DeE.)

in their accutomed fashion, with leg-~bells, han”kﬂ“ﬂhi fay &Cose

(Witney Lxpress. 24 45,1877, P 8e)

e+ .the morris dancers busily tripped the "1ight fantastic toe"
to the sound of f£iddle and tambourine,

- » f vf(%itney Express. 204541880, p«8s)
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+..’he morris dancers were as usual very busy during the day.

(Witney Lxpress. 04641881, peSe)

«++he morris dancers, as of yore, did their grotesqus bit of
Jigeging, to the eligbt of the oniookers.

(Witney Express. 14641882, paS8e)

sesihe liorris dancers, as usual, were very busy, amd zs nany
visitors were present in the town as on similar occasions.
(Witney LExpresse 17451885, De5e)

The llerris dancers also mage their appearance, and much amused
a multitude of peeople,

(Oxford Tines. 274541893, peSa)
The Ancient llorries Dancers also created as much interest and
amusenent as usual...,

(Cxford Times. 274541899, p.12.)

+++The lMorris dancers also came in for a share of attraction,
as usuval...

» =

(Oxford Times, 244541902, Pbgt}

essthe Ancient liorris Dancers also amused a great many
gtrangers.

(Cxford Tinmes. 134641908, De3s)
The lMorris dancers were aas much admired asever, and a dinner

waw provided for them through the kindnesg of Illr.l,. .»tdplﬁ“
rowne, In the evenigg the Vicar provided them with a maat tea

at the Vicarage.

(Oxford Times, . 20.5.1920, 1.$6)

esstater in the day $he lorris. dancers performed in good style
at most of the houses in the town...




(Oxford Tinmes, 54641925, p.184)

The lorris dancers on lionday turned out e enlngﬂ ﬁhe 6~y ‘.
with their old world %g;tiwa. ¢Mpv were Ain theixr st 10%ﬁ and
as many stra zame o wateh them their ;U\g&,ha prov

worthy of +their c¢flfopbs... "

™ cndliia 54 : - % ¥ “
(Cxford Tinmes, 2845:1926, p:18s)
(Aluost iﬁanﬁical with the Witney Garzmette accoin® of the sanme
date.) fy o : : ;
(Oxford Tines. 104681927, De6s)

(Almost identical with the ditney Gazette wuccouut of the came

dates Fresunably the two papers hau vho saue eorrespendenta). . .

(Oxford Tines. ﬁ?,;.w@@o, PeYe)

B ’lf"‘ W i‘()j.a “ {J,.ui JJza.l.‘l( ’J-Ji.') - it -

The traditional Whit-lionday folk d&no*rg ?t Pampfon wag beld
as usval this year, in spitie of the cancelled bank holidey.
Although there were fever whlddiwmsm than in former yﬁa“s, the
team of six, accompanieé by the fiddler, the clown and the
"cake bearer” ¥ danced form .Oa.w. until evening in tre streets
and: the gardens of the principal houses, the 400 ycarwol
dances were performed once mere to the acvarpnnincnt of nmugsic
which, until ten years ago, war never written down, but 1ﬂarn$
by ear and handed down from fabther to son..

There wag only one change im the performance, liw, William
Jellu, the 73 year-old fiddler, who has acoompunic the dancers
for 55 TeRLS, had hurt bis hand and was nnable to munage =
fiddles; he used an accordian instead. The "cake bearer” was
Mpe M.Hull and in accordance with tradition he carwvicd the
”Eot“y~cake“ which is annually presented Yo the d=ucers by the
Lord of the Manor, All who watcb the dances are entitled to
taste the cake, which is supposed $o brink good luck during the
year.,

(Oxford Times 64641941, DeBe)

Lvacuecs and &i@itGL were interestcd $Spettators of Bampton's
traditional Whit-landay celebration, in which two teams of
llorris Dancers tocok part this year. Une was. led by lir. Wells,
who was the fiddler for the 54th year in succession, and the
othcr by lir, W.Clark. Three sencrations wgra repregented in
lire, Wells' team, The dancers collected £17 for the spitfire
Fund and &7 2s 54 for the ied Cross. :

(()Xforé '}?iiﬁ@s' 29.5.1}9"}2’ p.8.)

WHITSUNTILE FESTIVAL. ks _

The dancing troupe turned out as uvsual on Whit Murdsy (sic)
under lir, Wells. The sum of ©6 was collected, of which’

&3 108 was handed tb the Red Crcss...

(O}cford Ti.ﬁes. 2:.).;*)48’ pc% )

The Bampb0n°ﬁorrig Dancerg weee oub as usual. on ﬁib~u0u&‘y,
When Mr, Sam Bennett, of llmilﬁuuh, and ¥Mry ﬁllliam %AdovL, of
Headingten, played the fiddle and concertina for® the uwu¢wng.
lir. Billy Wells, the fiddler, whp has been & member of 3
Bampton llorris Dancers for 61 years, Will be rethrying
year, as he is over 80 year's eold.

)
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