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A.

Population 1,600 in October, 1966

Situction
1)  Bampton lies on the level ground of the upper Thames Valley, two miles from the river.

2) Witney and Faringdon are 5% miles from Bampton; Oxfcrd is 15 miles- and Svindon is 17 miles.

Character
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Bampton is an attractive linmestone-built tovn vwith a centrzl square cnd Towm Hall. The Pac-des along the three main
strects are predominently Georgian, svpoilt in = fﬂv vlaces by untidy advertisements and disproportionate shop fronts,
Off the main streets, therc are many large dwellings in vell-treed grounds. All the older parts of Bampton are worthy
of careful treatment in terms of consistency in use of m:terials, preservation of trees, retention of linking stone
valls, and careful ccntrol of advertiscments nnd shop fronts.,

Ahe Peaople
4 house-to-house survey has been carried out on a 507 sample basis. The Tollowing aspects of the village have been
examined, and are summarised in the Tables at the end of this report.

Table T - length of residence of housecholds in Bampton:-
The proportion of families who have moved into Bampton during the last 15 years has been lower than comparative
figures revealed by House-to-house surveys carried out in 15 other villages scattered over the County During the
past 3 years, the number of incoming families has been acccllerated by the establishment of married quarters for the
Weald Signals Station. Even with this accelleration, the rate of influx has been comparatively slow.

Of the civilian fomilies who have moved into Bampton during the past 15 years, 27% have moved cither into Council-
allocated houses, or chose houses in Bampton because of their suitability to their individual needs: 26% chose to
live in Bampton because of its particular attractisns as 2 home. The remainder moved into Bawpton for family reasons.
(See Table VII)

Teble IT

Tlere are 478 households with 1,527 1nhab1tants, in the Survey area. A further 20 families, with about 70 people
live in outlying areas of the parish.
Tl.e average household size is 3.17.
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The proportion of children per age group per thousaznd population is considerably higher than the normal average of
16 per 1,000, in the children under & years old. This is likely to create temporary problems in school accomzodation,
end originates mainly from the Army estate

Iable IV

36% of the population of Bampton ere in employment. 07 these, 42% work in Bampton; 21% in Witney and 10% in Oxford,

Lable V

Vehicle ownership is low when compared with other villages in Oxfordshire which have been studied; +this is probably

a reflection of the relatively high degree of self-containment which the survey has shown in Bampton in terms of
shopring and employment.

About 20 shops are scattered along Bridge Street, High Street, and round the Square. One new shop is being established
in the Council Housing estate. A fairly wide range of provisions is available, the principial defficiency being the
lack of a Chemist's shop.

Most people in Bampton buy their food in the villase itsclf, and 75% of the households get most of their provisions
there, Bampton, as a shopping centre is more sclf-sufficient then most other villages in Oxfordshire, where social
surveys have been carried out. However, about 70% of +he households still shop regularly outside the village.
visiting chiefly Witney but also Swindon and Oxford. People shopping outside Bampton tend to use a private car
rather than the bus for their visits.

It is difficult to assess the parking situation at the Bampton shops vhile work is in progress on the present
improvement scheme. Considersble lengths of layby. 2nd a number of parking places will be provided. As most
dwellings are within easy walking distance of the centre, this provision should be adequate.

Erincipal Road Connections

1) With other Settlcments:- a) A.4095 to Witney Faringdon and Swindon. Ro-arrangement of road routings at County
lével may take through traffic on this road out of Bampton.
b) B.44L9 -~ A rather tortuous link via Standlake to Eynsham and Cassington and thence to

Oxford.
¢) Buckland Road gives access onto A.420 (to Oxford. Faringdon and Swindon).
2) Within Village:- Most roads other than the classified ones mentioned sbove are narrow or difficult over

at least part of their length forcing most village traffic onto classifiied roads.



Schools
1)  Bampton's Primary School has adequate land attached, or adjacent, to it to cater for all forseesble needs

2) Secondary School children attend schools in W itney.

Cpen Spaces

43 There is a Children's playing fiela 3&jacént to the Council Estate.

2) A Parish football ground lies zhout % of a mile alonz Bucklond Road.

3) The school has asbout six acres of playing field attached to it which may be available for general local use.

4) The Cenetery is expected to bc adequate for forssoable future needs,

socicl Facilities, Public Services cte,

Bempton has the foliowing facilities:-

rish Church
.ptist Chapel
cthodist Chapel

Churches: - Pa
B

Meeting Places:-~ Vomens Institute Hall (soutlng 120)
014 Grammar School

Library:- In 014 Grammar School
Fire Station:- In Town Hall (premiscs rented from

Parish Council)

Police Station

e

There is a suggestion that new premises for the Fire Station moy be needed.

Surface Water Drainage

Q

s t ) o ward
There has been some concern expressed ahout surface woter drainage in the Bompton area. ome work towards the



alleviation of this problem hos already been carricd out, and further work is planncd in the Clanfield Road area.
It is understood that these drainage works will remove existing difficulties, ‘

Cowage Disposal

Concern has been cxpressed in Bampton cbout the likely effect of bringing A ston sewaszs to the ampton works.
The proposcd scheme caters for the likely population increase, and the Ministry of Housing has copproved it as
satisfactory. No difficulties are therefore anticipated.

SufurSEEa

Veter Suy

Afequate water can be made available Tor the fubture pomulation of Bampton



Conclusions arising from the Survey

Village Character

Care should be taken to preserve the character and amenities of those parts of Bampton vhich are of considerasble visual
attraction: ond any opportunitics to cnhance them should be orplored.

The raves of development in Bampton in the past have been slow, =nd Bampton is too far fron major centres of employment
for any great accelleration in development, The cxception to this is the R L F. basc at Carterton, but provision has

alrcady been made in the Cartorton Village Map to mcet this demand., There is, therefore, no justification for major
cxpansion at Bampton. ;

Potontial Development lreas

Most estate development has taken place to the north and east of Bampton., There is scope for some consolidation between
these areas and the old village.

Central A rea

There is capacity for considerable intensification of shopping anl central area uses within the existing Central Area.

Road Cen?itions

4

Road links betwezn northern areas of Bampton and the Central area cause some difficulty, and there is little that can
be dore to improve this. Major expensions of population, particularly out of walking distance from the centre, should
therci ore be avoided.

For its size. Bampton is well served with public and social facilities. A Village Hall ond second Children's play space
are the vrincipal difficiencies.



The Plan
The Flan shows the following feature

1) Population: 1965 -~ 1,600; 1981 - 2,200

2) Ixisting Arca Primsrily for Residential Use:-

An arca of very hi:zh visual quality ard aﬁcnity is distinguishec. It is recommended that 2 policy be adopted here o
con 1ot“ncy in use of building materials to blend with loccl stone; high quality of design- retentirn of stone wnlls, and
preservation of trees and importont open s5pacas,

2) Promosed Residential Areas:

Bristing plonning perwsissicas and estates under construction will carry the population tc zbout 2,000
Tvo further arcas are suown for developnent.

a) Consalidati-n of development on open areas between New Inn Lane and the Army development., It is suggested that this be
desinzd to retain the cxisting footpath as a main peuusuriun route into the Centrel Area. A small Children's play area
nan he soh asidc off the footpath.

b) An wrea of land botween Brond Street and Jueen's St ations for individual sites have been refuscd in

chis oy nbv,lopncnt nerc would only be acceptablco chchv could be acheived, incorporating a satisfactory

access to the site.

i

These suggested residential areas total approxinately 8 acres, and will accommodate about 200 pcople.
HE s 3

Village Cc- tre

=

2 whole village centre coumes within the area of very high visual quality and amenity. New shops should be encouraged to
conuontrp1

in this ares, »1lthough the odd corner shop swould bc acceptable in the wore distont estﬁteu. New shop fronts
should bec designed to harmonize with the predominantly Georgion facades. In one or two cxisting cascs, advertisement
challenge m¢ghL be considered.

The

interspersed with orchards and farmyards, Appreciable intensification
nd it would form a

Weald are has a number of cottoges and fhrmhouscs
>f development hcerc would be undesirable in that the cxisting road system is inadequate to scrve A
Dlock of development divorccd from wany of Bampton's amenitics znd secrvices.

jol
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Primary School

A sonsicerable area of land is attached to the Primary School; this should be adequate for all forsceoble nceds,

Village Hall

It is suggested that a village hall could be built on part of the Children's Play space near the Council Estate. The loss
of play area could be compensated for hy its extension into the School Playing Field, or by the provision of o second play
area in the proposcd residential arca.

The Village Hall could, if necessary, incorporate vaorious socinl ond welfare scrvices.

01d Poorlels Accommodation

o A S ey T L T

Plonning permission exists for 01d Age Persons Dwellings off Queen's Street.

loads end Parking

-

It is hoped that the adjustment of routings con relieve Bampton of some through traffic; a by-pass is not a viable proposition
in the forscccoble. future. A 4095 and B.4449 will continue %o be the principal cross-village routes,

It would be impracticablec te suggest the alloeation of any further areas for parking at the present time, before the effect
of the present road works is seccen. If further areas for parking are required, they could perhaps be situated off

Church Lane.
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able II
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Populotion and Household Size ;

R Bt e

in Bompton

Size of household No. of housecholds Population

e v R e R s

1 person 5 59

e HECe TEMPNN | (A -

[ S . o A 3 e S

- L people s 396

e e s s xS s = = . ermeon emmes

5 people L9 ‘ 245

= wase

5 people 30 180

! Total ] 478 1,527
i oy L. i 8 L

%3.17 persons per household
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Toble VI
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